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20TH EYES ABC FOR TV EMPIRE 





Propose Matinee Openings To Get 
Away From First Nite Yoo-Hooers 


In an attempt to get legit open-+ 
ings back from the yoo-hoo first-, 


night crowd, a move is under way 
to premiere Broadway shows at 
matinees instead of at evening per- 
formances. Idea 
there-to-be-seen bunch can be 
avoided, plays will get a more nat- 
ural reception and have a fairer 
chance. 

Garson Kanin, a top dramatist- 
director, is reported to have pro- 
posed the idea, which Brooks At- 
kinson, N. Y. Times critic, has en- 
dorsed. Next step may be to sub- 
mit the suggestion to the other 
critics. If they go along, the 
League of N. Y. Theatres and 
various individual managements 
would be approached to cooperate. 
In case such a development tran- 
spires the present sort of first- 
night, in which the professionals, 
cafe society mob and various habit- 
ual premiere hounds take over the 

(Continued on page 2) 


Future of Baseball Video 


Hinges on Minor-Major 





P‘ 





is that if the’ 


5G-a-Day Bid to Bing 


London, Nov. 23. 

Highest offer ever made for 
an American performer to play 
London was made to Bing Crosby. 
Maurice Winnick, London band- 
leader and producer, has cabled 
Crosby offering him 10,000 pounds 
(around $40,000) for eight days at 
the Empress Hali, London. 

According to the offer, Crosby 
would do only one show daily for 
eight days, for a stipend of $5,000 
daily. 


Rank’s 4 Features 
To Plug UN Credo 


| 

| The United Nations’ film section 
is going to cooperate with J. Arthur 
Rank, Britain's ace producer, in the 
| production of four features during 
The quartet of 








| the coming year. 


Meet in Minneapolis pix will be fictional in form but 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
No baseball rights will be signed 


away to television here before the | 


Minor-Major League meeting in 
Minneapolis in December. 
is slated to get top priority airing 
at the meet, when baseball czars 
will strive to find a way to save 


minor league clubs from the claws 


of the medium. 

Neither the Hollywood Stars nor 
the Los Angeles Angels will toss 
over their TV rights to any station 
here before the effects of the me- 
dium on smaller leagues is fully 
discussed at the conclave. 
sentatives of every league in the 

(Continued on page 55) 


HOUGHTON SEES LEGIT 
THEATRE ON DEATHBED 


Hartford, Nov. 23. 
The American theatre is nearer 
the mortuary stage than ever, Nor- 
ris Houghton, director of Theatre, 
Inc., New York told a group here 





last week. Speaking in the Ran- | 


dall School lecture series, “On- 


stage, USA,” the director said that | 


immediate “future of the theatre 
in this country depends on decen- 
tralization.” 


Houghton corroborated his con- 
tention that the theatre is on its 
deathbed with following figures: 

Fifty years ago there were 5,000 
theatres in this country. In 1941, 
there were 192. In the 1927-28 
Season, 302 productions hit Broad- 
Way. Twenty years later, or last 
Season, 90 got on the boards. 

Houghton called for an Ameri- 
can theatre “that is American, not 
Just New York.” He felt that there 


1S an audience for legit nation- 
wide, 


Video | 


Repre- | 


of a semi-documentary nature to 
| further the UN’s pitch for greater 
‘cooperative efforts between the 
member nations of the organiza- 
tion. Features will carry - UN 
sponsorship while distributed by 
Rank through ordinary theatrical 
outlets. 

At Rank’s request, UN is mak- 
ing available its film library includ- 
ing all stock shots and its extensive 
written material covering the ac- 
tivities of all Gooperative, interna- 
tional services rendered between 
countries. 
| From time-to-time, similar UN 
| facilities have been offered to 
Hollywood producers with but one 
istring. Any pic made, if UN 
| sponsorship is desired, must carry 
| a message favorable to the creation 
'of international institutions o1 
services. So far, no Hollywood 
| producer has picked up the offer 
! which Rank is now going to exploit. 


TV-Made ‘Gorgeous Geo. 
Vs. Carnera in N. Y. 


In the first known instance 
where a sports figure developed 
iby television emerges as a top 
|boxoffice attraction, 





George.” Coast wrestler, takes on | 


Primo Carnera, possibly at Madi- 
son Sq. Garden, N. Y., in the next 
few weeks. It’s expected that CBS- 
TV. in view of its Garden tiein, 
would get the video nod, marking 
the first time that the “Gorge- 
ous” character has “played” before 
the cameras in the east. 


“Gorgeous . ‘ ry) 
|“Here Comes Santa Claus” No. 4; 


“White Xmas,” No. 5; “Santa Clays 
Is Coming to Town,” No. 10, and} 





WOULD DOMINATE 
PAK GO, (N VIDEG 


Deal is currently being negoti- 
ated for 20th-Fox to buy Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Co. either in 
whole or in part. The revelation 
follows in the wake of reports that 
Ed Noble, chairman of the board 
of ABC and principal stockholder 
in the network, is anxious to sell 
out, but whether 20th-Fox would 
acquire a majority of the stock is 
still problematical. 

Chief sim of 20th, of course, is 
to move in on ABC’s expanding 
television empire. If the stock deal 
materializes, it would give 20th 
the dominant position among all 














film companies with a TV in their | 


future. 


ABC has greeted the reports 
with a “no comment” retort, al- 
though high 20th execs admit that 
negotiations have been in progress. 

Noble acquired ABC network a 
few years back for a_ reported 
$9,000,000 and today the network, 
with its auxiliary television opera- 
tion and its five owned-and-oper- 
ated stations, has an approximate 
$21,000,000 valuation placed on it. 
Three of the o-&-o TV stations are 
already in operation (New York, 
Chicago, Detroit), with the Los 
Angeles and San Francisco stations 
scheduled for premieres about the 
first of the year. 


Principally to obtain coin for 
floating its TV operation, ABC last 
May 17 sold to the public 500,000 
shares held in its treasury. These 
were offered at $9, out of which 
ABC received $8 after flotation 
charges. That increased the out- 
standing stock to 1,689,017 shares 


and reduced Noble’s holdings from | 


75% to 53.4%. He owns 901,667 
shares, while his family has 26,000 
shares and the Edward John Noble 
Foundation, of which he is trustee, 
holds 38,000. 

All other officers and directors 
together own 135,550 shares. They 

(Continued on page 55) 


UNUSUAL SHEET SALES 





ON CHRISTMAS TUNES, 


Experienced musicmen are rather 
amazed at the unusual sheet sales 
strength being shown by Xmas 
songs so early prior to the holiday, 
plus which they say they 
never seen so many individual yule- 
tide tunes within the first 12 top 
songs. This week's Music Dealers 


percentage of outlets than any 
other jobber in the country) lists 


“Winter Wonderland” No. 12. 
“Here Comes Santa Claus” posi- 

tion as No. 4, incidentally, is the 

first time in years that ‘White 


' Xmas” har been topped by a rival 


No definite date has been set, 


but it’s slated to come off before 
the end of this year. 
the 
| Garden in over a decade. 


It would be | 
first wrestling match in the | 1,000,000 copies last season and is 
lalready beyond 500,000 this year. 


tune at any period during holiday 


sales. Interest in the tune stems | 


from Gene Autry’s Columbia re- 
cording, which sold, it’s claimed, 








Todd's Bigtime 15G Winter Garden 
Show for TV; Sunday's Video Snarl 





Boy Who Made Good 


Boston, Nov. 23. 


The James E. Downey Medal, 
awarded each year by the trustees 
of the Boston High School of Com- 
merce Alumni Educational Fund, 
Inc., to an outstanding alumnus, 
was handed out at the annual re- 
union last night (22) to John F. 
Sullivan, class of 711. 

He’s known in the trade as Fred 
Allen. 





$500,000 Radio-TV 


The flock of two-hour radio-tele- 
vision 
shows, 
talent investment in excess of 
$500,000, finds the assorted spon- 
sors plenty worried as to the ul- 
timate payoff, and wondering 
whether they all won’t wind up 
as turkeys. Seldom before has so 
much sponsor-identification con- 
fusion popped up on major bank- 


the average viewer in a state of 
‘bewilderment. 


Elgin for the past six years has 
been bankrolling the brace of holi- 
day shows on CBS. This year it 
moves to NBC and it is plunking 
down approximatély $100,000 for 
talent alone, because Wrigley is 
| taking over Elgin’s former time on 
Columbia and is even spending 
more coin than Elgin in a bid to 
grab off the lion’s share of the 
audience. Just how habit-forming 
that Elgin-CBS association has be- 
come, however, has everybody 
concerned in a tailspin. 


Then, to add to the confusion, 


on radio (ABC), is taking over the 
ABC-TV web for two hours on 
Thanksgiving night for a major 
budgeted production. Right now 
a lot of people are asking: “Why 
does Elgin move its radio show 





have | 


from CBS to NBC and then buy 
ABC for television?” ABC recog- 
nizes that it’s got a job on its 
|hands, hammering home the fact 


that “it’s a couple of other guys.” | 
Service list (MDS supplies a larger | 





Ballet Commissioned 
| By Pepsi-Cola Co. 


| The Pepsi-Cola Co. has commis- 
;sioned a ballet which the Ballet 
| Russe de Monte Carlo will pre- 
'miere in its N. Y. season at the 
City Center in February. Ruthanna 
Boris will do the choreography. 
| This is first time the soft drink 
| outfit is venturing into ballet spon- 
| sorship, although it has promoted 
painting awards and has sponsored 


| (Continued on page 55) 


Turkey Thurs.’ 


Thanksgiving - Christmas | 
representing a time-and- | 


rolled shows calculated to leave | 


Elgin-American, the compact out- | 
fit which sponsors Groucho Marx | 


* Mike Todd, already hailed as 
“Comeback Man of the Year” in 
show business, has negotiated a 
deal with Niles Trammell, NBC 
prexy, for television’s top musical 
package todate. 


The Todd-NBC deal, accentuates 
anew the “embarrassment of 
riches” situation on Sunday night 
television which has beeome so 
confusing and scrambling to spon- 
sors and viewers alike that Philco 
has already decided to cancel out 
its widely - kudosed “Television 
Playhouse.” 

Todd’s video production, carrying 
a $15,000 weekly nut exclusive of 
network time, in effect, will be a 
glorification of the refurbished 
Winter Garden theatre on Broad- 
way. That’s the house which Todd 
recently acquired from the Shu- 
berts for his own, and which only 
the past week racked up a “‘world’s 
record legit gross” of $53,800 for 
the first full week of his smash 


(Continued on page 55) 
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‘Hart and Billy Roses 
| Kiss ’n’ Make Up After 


PN sae + 
| Feudin’ on ‘Light Up 
Life commissioned Billy Rose to 
, review” Moss Hart's “Light Up 
| the Sky,” which preemed last week 
'on Broadway, and _ concerning 
| which Rose squawked to the play- 
| wright. The complaints focused 
;}more around Audrey Christie’s 
| ‘‘cheap” takeoff on Eleanor Holm 
|(Mrs. Rose) than the showman’s 
, personal objections to the way Sam 
'Levene supposedly personated 
{him, To all this Hart rebuttaled 
| that all the characters were proto- 
| types or composites. Broadwayites 
|agreed that the swish version of 
'Glenn Anders’ interpretation might 
|be viewed more objectionably 
'than anything else. 

The preem at the Royale was un- 
usual in that it was akin to one 
| big party of insiders, all hep to 
/a wide-open “private” joke, and 
for that reason it became a bit dif- 
ficult to divorce the play‘s basic 
‘values from the inside stuff. 

Part of the inside stuff was a 
(Continued on page 55) 


NO EIRE ANTI-SEMITISM, 
SO ‘AGREEMENT’ FLOPS 


Dublin, Nov. 16. 

After a run of oniy three weeks 
20th-Fox’s “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment” was withdrawn from the 
Metropole, No. 1 house of the Irish 
Odeon circuit. Pic had lukewarm 
reception from critics, and despite 
ballyhoo it never picked up cus- 
tomers’ coin. 

Feeling here is that pic lacked 
interest for Ireland where there is 
| virtually no anti-Semitism, and 
| problem merely puzzles average 
| filmgoer. 
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& 
a MISCELLANY “ARI. Wednesday, November 24, 1948 
Palm Springs Plenty Loaded, But | : 
SS : > : ¥ » 
[ 3 = 's Football 
alin Springs Fenty Loaded, bu cad a This Week's Footha 
’ ° : ee. : By MARTY GLICKMAN | 
t S it ooms at 0 going (Sports Director of WMGM, N. YJ 
ail . COLLEGE “s 
‘By R UN + THANKSGIVING DA 
ale talaga eet : : *GAMES SELECTION +POINTS 
Palm Springs, Nov. 23. , Snag Cornell-Pennsylvania ...............-0.+e0e: Penn 7 
Palm Springs is overloaded with King s Iliness Wont Jeff Fleischmann, Cornell's fine fullback’ is out; his absence 
rooms. Town has mushroomed so makes the difference. 
vastly in past three years that its Command Performance Colgate-Brown ........... s0s se eN ge cemenees Brown 7 
hotel space, for this time of the | London, Nov. 23. Brown has one of its best. Colgate is in and out. 
year, is far in excess of its patron- The King’s illness won't affect ae eee eer Missouri 6 


age. New places have sprung up | 
all over Palm Canton drive and | 
Indian avenue, with the rates, be- | 
eause of building costs, way out of | 
line to the point where the mer- 
chants in town are complaining it 
is retarding business in the village. 


Trade now ‘which had been ex- 
pected to compare to that of last! 


} 


year and the year before), is down 
to a pre-war level of around 1938, 
with many of the new resorts built 
having biz of such meagre propor- | 
tions that the operators are taking 
it hard. Weekend trade is fairly 
poe coming naturally from the 
.os Angeles area, filling the places 
Friday night, but by four Sunday | 














the Command Performance next 
Monday (29), sponsors were ad- 
vised by Buckingham Palace today 
(23). ; 

The Queen will attend as ar- 





343rd Week! 


ranged, with Princess Margaret 448 Pert 
and possibly the Duke of Edin- 3,446 Per ed ' 
burgh. All-time long run recor n the 


legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray's _ 
Academy Award Film 





Dearth of Advancement 
Chances Hinders British 
Technicians, Sez Dmytryk 


London, Nov. 23. 
Inadequate incentives and lack 








afternoon establishments that were | 0 _promotion prospects make the 
filled to capacity for a few days | British studio technician less ef- 
have an average of six in help to |ficient than his opposite number 
one guest. Weather has been un- jin Hollywood, one of Hollywood's 
usually good, with the operators in |‘10 unfriendly witnesses,” accord- 
many instances fearing they can’t |ing to Edward Dmytryk, who di- 
take the heavy gaff until eastern |rected a British pic in 1946, and is 


 Maywhere You Look, 
There’s Bound To Be 


bookings, which start early in Jan- 
uary, begin to arrive. The other | 
and more established spots get the | 
bulk of the weekend and _ short- 
stay guesting. A rarity in years | 
gone by, the “vacancy” sign, is now 
well displayed by big and small 
places. A sawbuck provides a room 
with shower, which prior to the 
War was rated at $3 to $4 a night. 
It’s hurting, even with the L.A. 
desert-lovers. 

The restaurants which had SRO 
space for the past seven to eight 
years now have plenty of room and 

(Continued on page 53) 


JAN. APPEALS HEARING 
ON LAWSON, TRUMBO 


Washington, Nov. 23. 


Appeals of John Howard Lawson 
and Dalton Trumbo from their 
convictions for contempt of Con- 
gress will probably be argued in 
January before the U. S. Court of 
Appeals here, unless defense coun- 
sel obtain a postponement. 


The two were convicted follow- 
ing their refusal to tell the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
whether they were members of the 
Communist Party. Trumbo was 
convicted also for refusing to say 
whether he belonged to the Screen 
Writers Guild. They are the only 
two of the “10 unfriendly wit- 
nesses’ whose cases have gone to 
trial thus far. The refusals took 
place during the October, 1947, 
Hollywood Red hearings in Wash- 
ington. 

Appeals briefs of Lawson and 
Trumbo were filed with the court 
last week after a long delay. Law- 
son had tried an end run around 
the Court of Appeals with a re- 
quest, some weeks ago, for the 
U. S. Supreme Court to intervene 
and take immediate jurisdiction. 
He was nixed on this by the Nine 
Old Men. 








Such Is Farane 


Kay Thompson filled a_ three- 
minute spot years ago in the film, 
“Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,” at 
the head of a _ vocal choir 
with which she worked with. Pic- 
ture is currently going the rounds 
of small N.Y. nabe theatres. 

One uptown spet is billing ‘Kay 
Thompson and the Williams Bros. 
in—.” The Williams quartet isn’t 
in the footage. 





now working on “Obsession” at | 
Pinewood. My Fancy,” installed at the 
In Hollywood, says*Dmytryk, a| Morosco, N. Y., as an apparent hit, 
university graduate will cheerfully | Michael and Fay (Mrs. ) Kanin in- 
take a position as assistant props, | tend returning to their Coast home 
knowing full well that if he dis-|in about 10 days or two weeks. 
plays initiative there’s nothing to | Active management of the produc- 
prevent him from _ progressing | tion will be left with the Aldrich 
through all technical departments | & Myers office, with which Kanin 
and eventually becoming a director | is associated in the presentation. 
or producer. * Kanin’s next assignment Is a pic- 


A Busy Kanin Around 


With their new show, “Goodbye, | 


That is unlikely in Britain, as-| ture to be made late next spring | 


'serts Dmytryk. Anyone starting in| by Kanin Productions for Univer- 
the props department would prob-| sal release. 
‘ably stay there, and consequently | by Kanin, directed by his brother, 
ithe wrong type of person is being | Garson Kanin, from an original 


‘attracted to the industry. A Lon-| screenplay by the latter and his | 
| That will be | 
iconsider such humble beginnings, | the same setup as made “A Double | 


\don university graduate wouldn't | wife, Ruth Gordon. 
Life” last year. 


j|and consequently although he may . oe 
| Now that he’s had his first try 


have talent, might be lost to the) 
industry. at Broadway production, 
| Salary incentives, although high-| wants to do another legit show 
er than those paid in other indus-| ext season, but has no script in 
tries, were part of a deliberate; Mind at the moment. He and his 
ipolicy of attracting the best crafts- | wife collaborated 
men to the Hollywood b - : - 
'Dmytryk contends that if similar | Shelved it, and they'll get it off 


incentives were introduced in Brit-| the shelf with the idea of a possi- | 
‘ish studios, technical level of pro- | ble rewrite. Otherwise, Mrs. Kanin 


duction would soon show an im- | has no immediate writing plans. 
provement. |"“Fancy” is her first solo scripting 

Dmytryk, who quit Hollywood | 4ttempt. She’s also done one act- 
‘after the House Un-American Ac-| ing Stint, having played a bit in 
itivilies Committee. investigation | 4 Double Life. 
\last year, himself started as a mes-|__ Meanwhile, Garson Kanin {is 
isenger, and worked his way | readying his “Smile of the World,” 
‘through the studio to become a which he'll direct as a Playwrights’ 
| prominent director. Co. presentation, with Miss Gordon 
| in a leading role. Rehearsals start 
about mid-December. 


Bill Morris Sez Lauder 


May Johnson, formerly MCA, Cautious on His Biopic 


;now May Johnson Company Inc., William Morris, Jr., head of the 
|really made a _ strong pitch to|agency bearing his name, who 
|Cynda Glenn to play her Canadian | planed in Monday (22) from Eu- 
}night club chain. . ae : “ 
| Kathryn Dunham's troupe's | reported that Sir Harry 
scenery and baggage still in the | Lauder, the Scotch comic, said that 
hands of the dock strikers at|he’ll “wait another 50 years before 
Dunkerque. | mui : ‘ ” 
The “Tour Eifel’ Company ag ei ed _ per mee Sener 
gess Meredith, Charles Laughton rd 78-year old performer, now 
and Franchot Tone have to finish | retired, said that by that time, he 
— re. 4 or ig ‘ will have had a more eventful life. 
Allen (Flanagan z) erosse are 
Senay Kees Weetuction Gem Lauder, according to Morris, plans 
to come to the U. S. in the spring. 
Morris after arriving in the U.S. 


mand Performance night) enough 

to delay Kaye getting into high 
planed out to his home at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., for a visit with his 


gear for five minutes. 
William Morris, Jr. got an extra 
mother, Mrs. William (Emma) 
Morris, Sr., who celebrated her 


night of night life in Paree when 
75th birthday, Monday (22). 








{ 
} 





Paris Runaround 


By Borrah Minevitch —__. 
Paris, Nov. 23. 








——— 








| rope, 


‘his NY plane got delayed for day- 
light. 

The entire English colony turned | 
French for Noel Coward's in-per- 








son performance (in Francais) of | 














ay 
Matinee Opening | 
* Continued from page 1 


theatre from the regular play- 


going public, 
disappear. 

But whether most of the critics 
and other managements would go 
along and, if so, whether Broadway 
might lose a valuable means of ex- 

loitation, remains to be seen. It’s 
heaved Kanin may try the experi- 
ment with his new play, “The 
Smile of the World,” which he’ll 
put into rehearsal in a few weeks 
as a Playwrights’ Co. presentation. 
As far as known at the moment, 
no one else is considering the 
matinee preem idea. 


would presumably 


“Present Laughter.” 
The big boats’ sailing delays | 
causing confusion in hotels, bag- | 
gage dispositions and rendezvous, | 
let alone the airline stampede. 
Switch: No studio space or cut- | 
ting rooms now available. | 
Mort Garbus (Cary Grant attor- 
ney) to Hollywood. Mrs. Garbus to 
London. 7 
Romance Rendezvous at Mid- 
night: All fiddle joints fill up 
sardine-like immediately after mid- 
night. 


Thyra Samter Winslow 
gives her lament on 


Those Guests (Strictly 
Sur-le-cuf) Who De- 


cend on Innocent 


New Yorkers 
In the upcoming 





Schreiber Daughter in Coma 

Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Lew Schreiber’s 12 - year - old of 

daughter Susan is in a coma at 

Cedars of Lebanon hospital, fol- VARIETY 
lowing a fall from a horse. 


43d Anniversary Number 





It will be produced | 


| Chicago Cardinals-Detroit 








Oklahoma battered Kansas last week. 

So. Carolina-Wake Forest . ..Wake Forest 13 
The Deacons have played a tougher schedule, 

ee RED ios na. os awaken bases sa Texas 7 
Forget the record book! Aggies can redeem selves Thursday, 


PROFESSIONAL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

~ .. Cardinals 21 
The Cardinals roll on to their climactic meeting with the 
Bears for the Western title. 








ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 





Cleveland Browns-Los Angeles .... Browns 14 
The Browns have 3 games in 8 days. But they’re the class of 
the League. 

Buffalo Bills-Chicago Rockets .. Buffalo 21 
Bills are battling for the eastern crown while the Rockets 
battle to stay in the Conference. 








SATURDAY, NOV; 27 
EAST 
Holy Cross-Boston College Boston College 13 
The Eagles one of the best in the east. 





Army-Navy re nee .. Army 20 
Army is undefeated, Navy yet to win. 

NYU-Fordham : , Fordham 7 
Both clubs vastly improved. 

SOUTH 

Florida-Alabama : Alabama 20 
Alabama is the problem team of the south, 

Auburn-Clemson Clemson 26 


Two to go for a perfect Clemson season. 


Arkansas-William & Mary Arkansas 6 
Clyde Scott of the Razorbacks makes the difference. 
Baylor-Rice Fe aaty ah .. Baylor 7 
A tossup! 

| Georgia-Georgia Tech isenats Georgia 13 
The big one of the Southeastern Conference. 

Kentucky-Miami (Fri. nite) . Kentucky 6 
The Wildcats may let down. 

ye eer las .Tulane 13 
The Green Wave is looking to play host in the Sugar Bow] 

Maryland-West Virginia .. Maryland 14 


Kanin | 


on a play aj} 
studio. | couple of seasons ago, but later 











He’s the 20th-Fox exec. 





Only the best have beaten Maryland. 

Mississippi-Mississippi State Mississippi 7 
This one is always a battle roval. 

No. Carolina-Virginia . No. Carolina 20 
A win for the Tarheels means an unbeaten record and a bow! 
bid. 

| Villanova-No. Carolina State Villanova 13 

The Wildcats travel far to take on the tough ones. 

| SMU-Texas Christian ee, + Ie - SMU 7 
The Mustangs and Doak Walker among the country’s best. 

Tennessee-Vanderbilt . _. Tennessee 
General Neyland’s Volunteers still getting better. 





MIDWEST ' 
Detroit-Tulsa Pad . Detroit 14 
Detroit still one of the country’s top independents. 


Washington-Notre Dame .............. Notre Dame 30 
Name your own score! 

Oklahoma-Oklahoma A&M ............ Oklahoma 20 
The Sooners the class of the Big Seven. 

FAR WEST 

Michigan State-Santa Clara Michigan State 14 
The Spartans have lost only to Michigan and Notre Dame. 

Nehraska-Oregon State ... a Oregon State 7 
The Cornhuskers don’t have it this year. 

Penn State-Washington State Penn State 14 
It’s a long, dull trip for the Nittany Lion after its upset by 


Pittsburgh. 





PROFESSIONAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Boston Yanks-NY Giants .. Giants 21 


Steve Owen is going to give us a preview of what to look for 
in the Giants next season. 


Washington-Chicago Bears ................. Bears 16 
The Bears have more of everything. 

Green Bay Packers-Los Angeles ..__........... Rams 14 
The Packers a demoralized squad. 

Pittsburgh-Philadelphia ................... Eagles 14 


The Eagles easily best in the eastern division. 





ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
Baltimore-Brooklyn .................... Baltimore 7 
The Colts, with Y. A. Tittle, are still fighting for the eastern 
crown. The Dodgers building for next year. 
Cleveland-San Francisco Forty-niners 7 
Three games in eight days are too much for the Browns. 
ER re ae Yankees 


The Yankees under Strader are making a great comeback. 





SEASON’S RECORD 
Won, 302; Lost, 85; Ties, 10; Pet., .780, 
‘Ties don’t count) 





* College games are played Saturday unless otherwise stated: pros pla) 
Sunday unless otherwise stated. 


+ ne margin represents selector’s choice, not the official gambling 
odds. . 


Berlin West on Choice “laborating on with Robert E. Sher- 
Of M-G and Par Musi | wood. It’s titled “Miss Liberty. 

-G and Par Musicals; Metro bid is a vehicle for Fred 

Irving Berlin heads for Holly- | Astaire-Ginger Rogers; Pars 5 

wood Sunday (28) for a 10-day stay | White Christmas” for Bing Crosby 


: he : and Astaire. Latter pic idea is @ 
in which he will wrap up one of | sequel to the sang onde “Holi- 
two picture deals pending with!day Inn,’ in which the song 








Metro and Paramount. This would | “White Christmas,” was first in- 
follow the legit musical he’s col-| troduced. 
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7 MAJORS ’48 


Ma jors Nix Exhib Assn.’s Request 
That Films Be Kept Off Television 


Major company presidents have < 
cold-shouldered a request by the 
Theatre Owners of America that 
the big film companies ban the 
playing of features over television. 
That decision was made in the 
course of last week’s series of 
meets on industry problems chair- 
manned by Eric Johnston, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. 

Reportedly, the pitch for a ban 
on television was made by Gael 
Sullivan, TOA executive secretary, 
in the course of a presentation of 
exhib problems. The argument 
against an industry commitment 


2 





was that concerted action in the 
form of a video taboo would lay 
the companies open to anti-trust | 
reprisals either by the Dept. of | 
Justice or private litigants. 

While the anti-trust hurdle was 
raised, it is believed that the com- 
panies were loath to commit them- 
selves on a program which might 
prove to be an _ uncomfortable 
clamp on potential revenues in the 
future. Hence, the blanket ban 
was refused. It is thought that 
some less sweeping prohibition, 

(Continued on page 20) 


ZANUCK ALREADY HAS 
EYE ON ’50 PROD. SKED 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Twentieth-Fox has advanced so} 
far on its production schedule for 








next year that production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck has | 
started preliminary work on the}! 
1950 lineup. | 

With some 20 films already com- 
pleted and in the can, 20th is seven 
months ahead of schedule at this 
time. All pictures slated for re- 
lease through next July are fin- 
ished. First prints on all those to 
be released through February have 
already been forwarded io the 
homeoffice for prez Spyros P. 
Skouras and other h.o. officials to 
onceover. 


Schary Reviews Okay 


Impact of ‘Crossfire’ 


On the basis of tests made in 
four key cities, “Crossfire” defi- 
nitely had an effect upon the 
public in reducing prejudice and 
misconceptions, Dore Schary, the 
film’s producer, revealed in New 
York last week at a panel discus- 
sion held at Columbia University 
on “Communications and Human 
Relations.” Before releasing the 
picture, he said, a group of people 
were polled in Middletown, Boston, 
Dallas and Denver. 

Upon returning later, Schary dis- 
closed, the examiners discovered a 
marked improvement in the atti- 
tude of those quizzed. Now veepee 
in charge of production for Metro, 
he cited these findings in response 
to an audience query as to whether 
such pictures as “Crossfire” really 
achieved any progress with the 
public and, if so, had film com- 
panies actually attempted to meas- 
ure the improvement? 

On the other hand Schary 

(Continued on page 18) 


Jessel’s Shuttle 


George Jessel is on a timetable 
Schedule this week, running the | 
we from playing a “benefit” at 

. S. 69, in mid-Manhattan, where 








| have 





his daughter, 6-year-old Jerilynn, 
attends, to taking her to the White 
House Friday (26), to meet Presi- | 
dent Truman. Jessel was one of 


the few Hollywood rooters for the | 
President. 


In between, the 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer emcees Elgin-American’s TV 
show Thanksgiving; guests on Fred 
Allen's program next Sunday; and 
he did a couple of personals at the 
Roxy to give impetus to “When My 
Baby Smiles At Me,” which he pro- 
duced and which opened there yes- 
terday (Tues.). At the same time 
Jessel has the Fred Fisher biopic, 

Oh, You Beautiful Doll,” in pro- 
duction at 20th. 





a 





PICTURE PUBLICIST 


Maurice Bergman 


gives a self-pep talk in 
“You're Not as Young 
as You’re Gonna Be’’ 
— * * 


@ feature in upcoming 


VARIETY ’S 


43d Anniversary Number 








| turned 








TV Trailers 
On All Par Pix 


still certain of its 
belief that television can eventu- 
ally benefit the film boxoffice, is 
planning to produce special trailers 
for TV transmission on all future 
product. According to Par veepee 
Paul Raibourn, the only factor now 
holding up the process is the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
ban on the use of soundtrack music 
on films fdr TV. 


Paramount, 


Par plans to produce the trailers | 
on its own lot while the picture is | 
being lensed. They would be of 10 | 


or 12-minute duration, with space 
at both ends for the local theatre 
advertising copy. Trailers could 
then be slotted on any tele station 
as a regular show, with either Par 
or the local exhib buying the air 
time. Raibourn emphasized that 
they must be shot especially for 
video, taking into account the aver- 
age receiving set’s small screen. 

While other film companies 
haven’t yet announced similar 
plans, it’s believed they'll follow 
Par’s lead as the one sure method 
of using tele to their advantage and 
so compensate for any inroads the 
newer medium might make. Par 
has already permitted clips from its 
features to be used on certain 
shows and 20th-Fox tried a radio- 
type saturation campaign with its 
trailers on various tele stations for 
the N. Y. preem of “Iron Curtain” 
last vear. 





Exhibs Spurn Newsreels 


As Payees Complain They 
Saw It Earlier On Tele 


In what is probably the first 
overt example of television’s in- 
roads on:the film business, major 
distributors are finding it extreme- 
ly difficult to renew their news- 
reel contracts for the coming year 
with exhibitors in tele market 
areas. 

Many exhibs for the first time 
in years have decided not to buy 
the reels at all. Others, citing 
tele’s consistent scooping of the 
theatrical reels, are demanding 
lower terms than last year. Exhibs 
base their demands strictly on the 
fact that the reels, because of TV, 
lost whatever value they 
might have had. Fact that Fox 
Movietone now services most tele 
areas with a special video reel and 
other major reels are reportedly 
ready to ink a similar TV deal has 
nothing to do with the situation, 
the exhibs claim. 

Theatre operators point out that 
the newsreels have never appealed 
to more than a limited segment of 
the audience. With the exception 
of the key city deluxe houses, most 
theatres have found that the reels 
provide only a breather for the 
audience to go out for a smoke or 
to buy some candy. Even those 
who formerly sat through the reels 
now complain, however, that they 
saw the same events one or two 
nights earlier on tele. Hence, ac- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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69,000,000 Par, Along With 20th, Reported 


bAUGS ob FAR 


Net profits of the seven major 
companies for fiscal 1948 crossed 
the $40,000,000 marker last week 
when Paramount and 20th-Fox both 
in third-quarter returns. 
All majors, except United Artists, 
have now showed up with total 
earnings of $43,941,732 indicating 
a $60,000,000 net for the entire 
year. Included in the estimate is a 
nine-month loss of $1,709,807 by 
Universal. In the equivalent 
period of 1947, the companies 


Said to Favor 





Leo McCarey 
can't see 
Why Intra-Trade Spokes- 


men Give the Film Biz (and 
Themselves) a Hot Foot 


turned out a take of $77,446,954. | har OR 
From Securities & Exchange 
Commission reports and other an editorial feature in the 
sources, VARIETY estimates the . 
gross to date at $663,000,000. aa 


Against this, revenues before ex- 

penses came to $710,000,000 for 

the same stretch in 1947. of 
One notable factor is the sturdy 

profits this year by Par and 20th, 

which have not declined as sharply 


VARIETY 
as those of other companies. Par 


reported $20,015,000 for nine 


months, against $25,512,000 in ’47: RKO BR k L 
while 20th came through with 
$9,119,613, compared to $10,608,- ali Oall 


098. Significantly, the duo operate | 
the two largest theatre circuits in| 
the U.S. 

Breakdown of 20th’s report, how- 
ever, shows other factors as im- 
portant in the company’s strong | 
standing. Scored as rents from 
tenants and other income is $10,- 
348,300, sum which exceeds last 
year’s figure by $2,000,000. This 
increase, company spokesman said, 
came from foreign remittances 
which were earned in prior years 
but oniy received during the 


43d Anniversary Number 











Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
The $10,000,000 production loan 
which RKO obtained from a group 


of banks last year is posing as a 
possible obstruction to the com- 
pany’s plan of severing its theatre 
arm from the production-distribu- 
tion end of the business. RKO has 
current stanza. Important in this! yet to obtain the okay of the banks 
(Continued on page 20) |tu the split into two companies, 
|it is reported here. It is believed 
that the approval is a necessary 
| preliminary to the reorganization. 
| As the loan now stands, it is an 
obligation on which the parent 
Italo Prod. Problems company is responsible, with both 
Paris, Nov. 23. |its theatre and_ studio profits 
Metro producar Arthur Horn-| pledged to meet the indebtedness. | 
blow, Jr., currently in Europe to| The complex question now being 
prepare “Quo Vadis,” will leave | faced is how to allocate the loan 
for the U.S. after a short stay in, between the two companies-to-be- 
London to huddle with Louis B. | (Continued on page 45) 
Mayer and Nicholas M. Schenck on 
Rome conditions before deciding to 
shoot the film there. If Metro execs 
okay the project, they will have to | Washington, Nov. 23. 
send a lot of equipment to Rome | ms 
and get permission to unfreeze| One condition asked by 20th is | 
some of their lire from the Italian | 4 five-year period in which to sell | 
government. | those theatres divorced by a con- | 








20th’s 5-Year Spread 





While in London, Hornblow will | Sent decree. Heretofore, the Gov- |, 


| : = teal’ 
meet Eddie Mannix, Metro produc- |¢€mmment has been seeking to limit 


leave for the U.S. on the Queen | ™um of two years. 
Elizabeth this week before the. Twentieth wants the long stretch 
sailing was cancelled due to the to insure it from taking a loss by | 
U.S. dock strike. | forced sales. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Pre-Thanksgiving Biz Dull—‘Julia,’ ‘Baby,’ ‘Belinda,’ | 


‘Hamlet,’ ‘Road,’ ‘Bride,’ ‘Song’ Top Seven 


With many theatres marking; Hands” (U) are leading runner-up | 


i j P ivi films. 
time _until Thanksgiving» before | “hemue’s:. Reamnent”. (> ent| 
bringing in new product, biz is far |“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) shape as| 
from strong this week in numerous | outstanding new pictures on basis | 
key cities covered by VARIETY. of first dates this stanza. “Three | 
First blasts of winter in middlewest | Musketeers” (M-G) is measuring | 
and rain elsewhere also were! up to promise of its current, smash | 
blamed by exhibitors for generally | run at N.Y. State by pacing L.A. | 
offish tone. Even the topmost pic-| with a great week. “Snake Pit” | 





ithe polls, is 


itt 
||| 164 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 





tures will not show $200,000 apiece | 


for the session for first time in 
months. 

“Julia Misbehaves” 
derby by a wide margin after being 
third nationally or lower for three 
weeks in succession. Second money 
goes to “Baby Smiles At Me” 
(20th), which is doing better than 
in previous weeks. Third slot is 
being captured by “Johnny Be- 
linda” (WB). 
to “Hamlet” (U)}, an improvement 
over last session. 

“Road House” (20th) is winding 
up fifth with “June Bride” (WB) 
not far behind in sixth spot. “Song 
Is Born” (RKO), continuing to stay 
up in the money, is landing seventh 
place and “Sealed Verdict” (Par), 
eighth. 

“Tatlock’s Millions” (Par), “Red 
River” (UA) and “Kiss Blood Off 


|ecago and N.Y. 
| “Fighter Squadron” (WB) is leader 
(M-G) is) 
climbing into first place in the b.o. | 


Fourth position goes | 


|Ciney and Washington. 


(20th) continues terrific on its Chi- | 
initial playdates. | 


in Philly but disappointing in N.Y. 

“Joan of Arc” (RKO) still is 
holding near opening week’s colos- 
sal figure on first holdover frame | 
at N.Y. Victoria. “Blood On Moon” 
(RKO) also shapes promising» 
among new entries, with fine San 
Francisco week plus solid second 
N.Y. round. “Return of October” 
(Col), passable in Indianapolis, is 
doing nicely in Louisville. 

“Red Shoes” (EL), still torrid in 
N.Y. and Washington, shapes sock 
on Boston preem week. 

“The Plunderers” (Rep) looms 
okay in St. Louis. “This Is N.Y.” 
(UA) is sluggish in Louisville. “No 
Minor Vices” (M-G) looks mild in 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 8-9) 
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Interested in Settling; Balaban 


Retaining Theatres 


+ Sudden postponement of hear- 


ings in the Government anti-trust 
action to Dec. 26 has set off a train 
of new reports of settlement nego- 
tiations by major companies. Para- 
mount, it is stated, has again en- 
tered the compromise arena with 
two alternative plans to present 
to the Government. Twentieth-Fox 
is continuing to press for peace 
but with no agreement reached as 
yet. 

Innumerable strings tied to any 
consent decree by Special Ass’t 
Attorney General Robert L. 
Wright, however, are cramping the 
majors in their quest for a peace 
formula. Wright is demanding 
rigid regulations governing the way 
in which major distribution and 
theatre operations can be carried 
on under a decree. His demands 
have raised a doubt among many 


| film execs whether the companies 
| could operate profitably under his 
| conditions. 


Wright for instance, is insisting 


| that a decree permitting retention 


Snarls Split-up 


of showcase theatres include the 

Government’s pet proposal—an ab- 

solute ban on cross-licensing. In 
(Continued on page 45) 


20TH’S RUSH PIC JOB 
ON PRESIDENT TRUMAN 


Twentieth-Fox has shoved through 
a rush job on President Harry 
Truman’s reelection at the request 
of the film section of the U. S. 
State Department’s Office of In- 
formation & Education Exchange. 
The one-reeler, put together to give 
the President’s biographical back- 
ground and explain his victory at 
intended for wide- 
spread circulation in all parts of 
the world. 

Russel Muth is producer under 
the supervision of Edward Reek, 








| production chief for Fox Movie- 


tonews. Company has also taken 
on the chores of turning out a 
short on the Economic Cooperation 
Administration (Marshall plan). 
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‘Bad Boy’ Stars, Hollywood's Poor 


Public Relations Prompt Industry 


Leaders to Urge 


Calls from exhibs throughout the * 


country for the naming of a film 

ezar to outlaw “had boy” stars, | 
whose run-ins with the cops al-| 
legedly do permanent injury to the 

industry. highlighted during the 

past week a_ continued double- 

edged public relations assault on 

Hollywood 

While the theatre men, disturbed 

that the morals aspect would lead 

to increased local censorship, were 
pummeling the ffm capital from 

within, the press and radio were 


doing a job on the outside by con- 
tinuing to advertise “Hollywood's 
greatest depression.” Repeated al- 
lusions to the film industry’s cur- 
rent economic miseries were, in 
the viewpoint of most showmen, | 
doing immeasurable harm to the 
boxoffice by publicly promoting | 
the idea that theatre business was | 
bad. | 

In the meantime, major company | 
toppers, gathered under the banner | 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of | 
America in New York last week, | 
gave a half-day—out of their three- | 
day looksee at the industry—to the | 
public relations situation. Although 
recognized one of the major 
problems facing the business, it 
frankly got only a once-over light- 
ly in the crush of other matters on 
the agenda. 

The plan of Selznick press chief 
Paul MacNamara for expenditure 
by the industry of $2.000,000 an- 


as 


nually for publie relations wasn’t 
touched upon by the assembled 
brasshats. nor was any other new, 


Continued on page 16) 


4 PRO-PIX SHORTS FOR 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Recognizing the current need for 
stepped-up industry public rela- 
tions, meeting of company sales 
heads vesterday ‘Tues.) at the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America re- 
sulted in an order for immediate 
release of four MPAA-made shorts 
covering the industry. Committee 
of three shorts subject sales top- 
pers was formed and asked to 
come in with the actual plan Fri- 
day (26) when the general commit- 
tee meets again. 

Trio consists of Harry Michael- 
son, RKO: Norman Moray, Warner 
Bros.; and Pete Levathes, 20th-Fox. 
Proposal that one company handle 
all shorts was turned down. It is 
expected that each major will re- 
lease one film. 

No decision has been made 
whether to charge rentals. Prob- 
ably some amount will be fixed to 
pay off the costs. 


3 Metroites Don’t Like 
SEP’s Paris Pix Shot 


Publication 





of a _ photograph 


showing a seene at the Monseig- | 


neur, Paris nightclub, in the Sat- 
urday Evening Post of Nov. 20. has 
aroused three Metro executives be- 
cause it shows the three officials 


seated in the club while the cap- | 


tion on the picture concerns Bolo. 
a French underground figure. At 


least one of the company officials | 


is talking this week with his attor- 
nev regarding the photograph. 
David Lewis, general manager 
for Metro in Europe: Seymour 
Mayer, coordinator 
any in the British Empire: and 
avid Blum, Loew’s International 
publicity director and in charge of 
censorship abroad. are shown in 
the Post photograph, although not 
so identified in the accompanying 


caption. They claim that they 
mever knew the photograph had 
been taken and that they never | 


gave their consent for its use. All 


three are shown in the middle of | 


the photo, with Blum facing the 
camera, and could be easily iden- 


tified as Bolo by the average 
reader. 
Photo ran with the story by | 


Stewart Alsop titled, “The Euro- 
peans You Never Read About.” 


Texas Co. Maps 35m 


Houston, Nov. 23. 
Williams, Tripp & Wright Mo- 
tion Picture Producing Co. plans a 
group of 35m westerns right in the 
heart of Texas. The firm, organized 
four months ago, has been working 
on a series of 16m films. 





for the com- | 


Ageressive Action 





Optical Plug 


A boxoffice plug from an un 


expected direction has come 
from the American Optometric 
Assn... which now says, "going 


to the movies may be good tor 


vour vision ‘ 


According to Dr. Elmer M. 
Soles. director of AOA’s de- 
partment of public informa 
tions “Looking at motion pic- 


tures under proper conditions 
gives valuable training to the 
eyes and muscles and nerves 
used in seeing. In fact, visits 
to the movies are recommend- 
ed as an aid to eorrection of 
some visual problems.” 


Top Level Talks 
Switch to Coast 


Major company toppers in New 
York will trek to the next 
month to join studio chiefs there 
in a series of confabs or the “‘state 
of the industry,’ such as were held 
in the east last week. It was de- 
cided, following the three-day ses- 
sion in New York, to hold the Coast 
huddles Dec. 15-16-17. 

They will differ from the eastern 
meetings in that reps of the talent 
guilds, craft unions, technical so- 
cieties, etc., will be invited to sit 
in on various of the sessions. Aim, 
as it was in New York, is fact-find- 
ing. an effort to learn where the 
industry stands and where it can be 
expected to go. 








Coast 


Also, as in New York, emphasis 
will be on jJearning by what major 
changes in operational procedures 
or forms large-scale economies can 
be effected. Likewise, what new 
sources of revenue, such as video, 
can be tapped. In the latter con- 
nection, there was much question- 
firing by the assembled toppers at 
Paramount execs, since that com- 
pany has advanced farthest in de- 
velopment of television as applied 
to the film industry. 


If the basic soundness of the majors’ fiscal position among current | 


| 
' 


7 Recent Financial Moves Accent 


Film Biz’s Basically Sound Economy 


This Is N.Y” to Arty Spot 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

United Artists has booked “This 
Is New York” into the arty Surf 
theatre here and will plug it as a 
“sophisticated” comedy. Surf has 
been using foreign films most of 
the time. 

Title of “City Slicker,” tested on 
a special run at Rockford, Iil., last | 
month. has been dropped by the | 





home office, with UA taking a 
chance in future on original tag, | 
“This Is New York.” | 


N. J. Allied’s Ban | 
On Sexed-Up Ads 


To head off censorship now 
threatening in the state, New Jer- 
sey Allied has under consideration 
the adoption of a self-regulatory 
code for advertising and exploita- 
tion. The code, if adopted, would 
apply to all members of the Jersey 
theatre group. It would carry with | 
it the right to discipline exhibs | 


| violating its precepts. 


No action will be taken on the 
code until the National Allied con- 
vention in New Orleans next week 
runs its three-day course. Jersey 
Allied is holding back to see 
whether the convention adopts 
some self-regulatory code appli- | 
cable to all local units. If that step 
is not taken, the Jersey unit will 
then take up the proposal for full- 
seale debate. 

The state has no laws of censor- 
ship at present. However, contro- | 
versial bookings of “Mom and /' 
Dad,” sex educational pic distrib- 
uted by Hygienic Films, in New- 
ark have started the kettle boiling. 
Director of Public Safety is now 
pitching for passage of a law. Jer- ! 
sey Allied is also disturbed by 
bookings of another film under the 
slogan: “Once banned! Now it can 
be seen.” 

Self-regulatory code which would 
bar all salacious or suggestive copy 
is believed the best way to head off 
the censorship. It would be used as | 
an argument with legislators to 
prove the sincerity of exhibs’ ef- 
forts to curtail harmful ballying 
of pix 

Trenton’s Censor Tiff 
Trenton, Nov. 23. 

Film gensorship battle is taking 
shape here as result of the playing | 
of the controversial film, “‘Mom | 
and Dad,’ at the Broad theatre, | 
Newark. New Jersey Allied is lined 

‘Continued on page 12) 





| business uncertainties needed further verification, evidence was forth- 
' coming this week and last when most of the big film companies made 


| further progress in setting their financial houses in order. 


The drive 


| to simplify capital structure, retire outstanding bank loans, and cancel 


special stock issues, is rolling at a 


fast clip. 


this to be more significant on a readiness to weather any storms than 


| the up-again-down-again dividends 


handed out. 


Conservative operations have also gotten the glad-eye from Wall 


Streeters who have been warning film companies against crippling 


loans. 


Belief that the industry will not be caught in a reprise of the 


1929 foldup has been strengthened among the fiscal pundits by the 


present butressing of the financial pillars. 
Number of straws-in-the-wind, which point to a broad movement by 
the companies, were turned up this week by VARIETY. 
1. Columbia has whittled its $9,000,000 production loan to $8,100,000 


These are: 


by the payment of a $900,000 instalment to the First National Bank of 
| Boston, Bank of America, National Trust & Savings Assn. and Man- 


hattan Co. 


Col has a $15,000,000 credit available as of Nov. 30, 1948, 


| but is retiring rather than expanding the loan. 


pick up 3.835 shares. 
for $11,263. 


2. Same company’s cumulative preferred stock is now down to a low | 
| of 70.965 shares outstanding after 
| gram which has seen the company 


a two-year gradual retirement pro- 
pay out $336,200 over the period to 


During October, Col bought another 200 shares 


3. Paramount's current loan obligations are down to a figure of 
$5.520,000 from its original total of $11,000,000 out of available credits 


of $25,000,000. 


Another pre-payment of $500,000 to the First National 


Bank of Chicago, Manufacturers Trust Co. and Bankers Trust Co. has 


shaved the outstanding. 
| within the year. 


| the open market. 


Par expects to completely liquidate the loan 


4. Par.is also engaged in an all-out campaign to shrink its common) 
| stock outstanding total by a steady accumulation of these shares on 
During October company picked up 40,500 shares | 


/at an estimated $840,000 cost to bring its treasury holdings to 706,333 


| shares. 


5. Twentieth-Fox is slicing further into total outstanding of cumula- 


| tive convertible preferred and prior preferred stock with ultimate re- 


| tirement of both brackets as the goal. 


| 2,100 shares of convertible, and 1,500 shares of prior preferred. Both 


| blocks were retired. 
| 


| 6. Universal is slowly closing out its 414° cumulative preferred, its | 
' purchases in the past 30 days totaling 80 shares. 


Company has now 


bought 1,510 shares of this limited issue. 
| 7%. Warner Bros. this month pre-paid another instalment of $1,591,000 


'on a loan which now comes to $14,319,000. 


It originally owed the 


‘banks some $23,000,000, but has been steadily anticipating instalment 


| due dates. 


Life's King-Size Bl(ah)urb 


With public relations foremost 


among the problems currently 


disturbing film execs, consternation was evident among industryites 
this week on Life mag’s lengthy story, in text and pictures, on the 


King Brothers. 


The trio of Monogram quickie producers was 


depicted as actually living the caricature of Hollywood that has 
been built up by the film colony’s most insidious needlers. 
Yarn opens with a highly unflattering full-page picture of the 


Kings, Morry, Frank and Hymie, * 


‘as they pore over a script for a 


new movie.” Most prominent item on the desk in front of them 
is a kosher salami, at which they're munching. Another photo has 
them on the lot shooting craps, while a closeup of the base of their 


office desk is shown to illustrate 


the “scars made by dice in the 


crap games with which the boys supplement their income.” 


Life writer Robert Lewin states 
in profits of 100° or 200% 


on thefr pictures. 


that the Kings hhve been raking 
This followed their 


change of name from Kozinsky and the foldo of the pinball and 
jukebox biz on which they paid $400,000 income tax in 1938, yarn 


states. They are said to have got 


at a racetrack 


into films via a lawyer they met 


Language attributed to them by Lewin (“You know, 


short skirts. down to here, and big bosoms sticking out’) is com- 


mensurate with the shady 


background he ascribes to them. 


Problem for the industry with such yarns, as always, is what can 


be done about them. 


Answer generally is: 


“Nothing.” 








Schaefer’ $300,000,000 Suit Vs. Techni, 
Eastman May Balk Consent Action 





. + . * . | 
Bing’s Voice in Jolie Pic | 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Bing Crosby’s voice will be | 


heard in early sequence of 
“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col.), 
Jolie, as portrayed by Larry 


Parks. will be shown listening 
to Crosby singing the Arthur 
Johnston-Sam Coslow 1934 hit, 
“Learn to Croon”, over radio. 

“What kind of singing is 
this boo-boo-boo stuff?,” asks 
Jolson, who's in retirement. 
“TIT can do better than that.” | 

Understood Crosby okayed | 
use of platter. 








| pickets had nipped the b.o. 


inied a 
‘injunction over last weekend and 
| ordered further hearings this week. 
Industry insiders believe | 


In the past month, 20th bought | 


City Investing s 
Picket Punch 


Broadway theatres, whose box- | 
offices the N.Y. whitecollarites are 


picketing, made their first move | 
| this week to put a legal ban on | 
demonstrations by the Screen 


Office & Professional Employees 
Guild and Screen Publicists Guild. 
City Investing Co., operators of 
the Astor and Victoria, have 
thrown the initial punch via in- 
junction proceedings against the 
two guilds in N. Y. supreme court. 

Maurice Maurer, City Investing 
theatre exec, admitted that the 
of 
“Joan of Arc” at the Victoria by 
$5,000 last week. In legal argument 
over the injunction before Judge 
Morris Eder, which opened Friday 
(19), company legalites claimed 
the picketing was causing “irre- 
parable damage.” Judge Eder de- 
motion for a. temporary 





End of 
dispute, 


the homeoffice labor 
meanwhile, came _ into 
sight this week as the National 
Labor Relations Board began to 
prepare for early collective bar- 
gaining elections at RKO, 20th-Fox, 
Paramount and Deluxe labs. Both 
SOPEG and its AFL rival, Local 
H-63, were nearing agreement at 
NLRB hearings on date’ and 
methods of balloting. SOPEG be- 
came eligible for participation in 
the elections through its signing of 
the non-Communist affidavits last 
week. 

Following reversal of its non- 
conformance stand on the Taft- 
Hartley law, SPG once again asked 
the majors to write new pacts to 
cover the 400 homeoffice flacks. 
who have been working without a 
contract since Sept. 1. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Patricia Englund 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Arturo Michelangeli 
Lorraine Miller 
George Monaghan 
Martha Rave 
William Roach 
Vronsky & Balbin 

N. Y. to Europe 
Anthony Havelock-Allan 
Harry Foster 
| Lew Grady 
Harry Green 
David D. Horne 
Fifi Hylton 
Oscar Karlweis 
Bill Little 

Ernest Martin 


;owns a 





Henry Sherek 


Hollywood, Nov. 23 
An effort was made by George J. 
Schaefer this week to 
monkey wrench into the well-oiled 


throw a 


| plans of the Government and East- 
/man Kodak to enter into a consent 


decree for freeing EK’s 

monopolistic control over 
film. Schaefer, as board chairman 
of Keller-Dorian Corp., 
tint licensed to 
Eastman, filed a $300,000,000 dam- 


alleged 


color 


which 
process 


|age action against the film manu- 


facturer and Technicolor. At the 
same time, he registered squawks 
with the Federal court here and 
the Attorney-General’s office in 
Washington asking that signing of 
the decree be delayed. 

In light of indications by Judge 
William C. Mathes here and re- 
marks by Attorney General Tom 
Clark in the capital, it appeared 
there would be no deferment of 
the pact. It was expected to be 


| Signed today. It does not apply to 


Technicolor, which 


was a Co- 
defendant in the anti-trust suit 
brought by the Justice Dept. in 


1947. Techni objected to some of 


| the terms. 


Schaefer asserted that the K-D 
process was tied up with the Gov- 
ernment suit against EK and 

‘Continued on page 45) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


MacDonald Carey 
Marcel Cerdan 
Jerry Colonna 
Yvonne DeCarlo 
Jack Dempsey 
Dan Fields 

Fred F. Finklehoffe 
Errol Flynn 

John Garfield 
Richard Hart 
Edward Everett Horton 
Arthur Kelly 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Berry Kroeger 
James A. Mulvey 
Ona Munson 
Donald Nelson 
Walter Pidgeon 
Ella Raines 
Stanley Ridges 
Stella Roman 
Jacqueline Ross 
James Saphier 

A. W. Schwalberg 
Lizabeth Scott 
Irwin Shaw ° 
Sylvia Sidney 
Walter Slezak 
Anna Sten 

Harry H. Thomas 
Max Weinberg 
Lewis Allen Weiss 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Irving Berlin 

A. Pam Blumenthal 
Joan Davis 

Paul Douglas 
William Dozier 
Charles Einfeld 
Jinx Falkenburg 
Ira Gershwin 
Abner J. Greshler 
George Jessel 

Eric Johnston 
Edwin Lester 
Louis Mandel 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Tex McCrary 
Jimmy McHugh, Sr. 
Norman Reader 
Leo Robin 

Ben Selvin 

Sol C. Siegel 
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Surprise! 


In line with Eric ‘Johnston's 
the film industry 
pusiness in America” is the rec 
are the nation’s “fourth largest 
most recently heard at the 
neers last week in slightly modifi 
were told films comprise the “fif 

Actually, 


“knows le8s about itself than any other 
dinn«r 


figures available from the U. 


Surprise! 


crack a couple of vears ago that 


major 
urrent myth that motion pictures 
industry”. This self-delusion was 
of the Motion Picture Pio- 
ed form when the assembled execs 
th lar mt industry” 


. Tre asury and Commerce 


departments indicate that motion pic dle rank around 60th among 


major industries. The numeric 
and may be made on at 
and facilities and (2) combined 
tions in the field. 
or even fifth. 
According to latest available T 
gross corporate income, 


production, distribution and ex! 
1944. During the same year 
500,000,000; public utilities, 

000,000; 
000,000,; grain mill products, 
tobacco, $2,135,000,000; cotton n 
tile manufacturing (except 
800,000,000; industrial 


000,000,000, etc., etc., ete. 


——— 


least two bases 


By either standard, 


meat products, $7,500,000,000: 
$2,500,000; 


chemicals, 


al classification is vague 
(1) Investment 
gross income of all the 


at best 
in plant 
corpora- 
films are far from fourth— 


reasury Dept. figures on combined 


the most generally-accepted measure for 
numerical classification, all types of film firms together, 


including 


\ibition, took in $1,570,000,000 in 


the petroleum industry did $9,- 
$22,000,000,000; beverages, $3,800.- 


mining and quarrying, $4.- 


dairying, $2,500,000,000; 


1anufacturing, $2,800,000,000; tex- 
cotton), $5,000,000.000: tires, $2.,- 
$4,000,000,000; telephones, $2,- 








Myers, Est, Berge Call on Congress 


To Legislate Big 5 Out of Business 


Washington, Nov. 23. 
Congress was called upon last 
week to set up anti-trust courts 


and to legisiate away the Big Five 
theatre interests as the only cer- 
tain way of doing the job. The mo- 
tion picture production-exhibition 
monopoly, as pointed out by the 
Supreme Court, was laid before 
the House Small Business Commit- 
tee as a kind of horrible example 
of why more anti-trust action was 
needed. 

Abram F. Meyers, board chair- 
man and general counsel of the 
Allied States Exhibitors, called for 
the anti-trust courts as the onl) 
way to get speedy action in mo- 
nopoly cases 

Need for 
recommended by Morris L. 
New York attorney, who repre- 
sents a number of film independ- 
ents. Wendell Berge, former U. S 
Assistant Attorney General in 
charge of the Anti-Trust Division. 
called for annual appropriations of 
$10,000,000 to $15,000,000 for fuller 
enforcement of the Sherman Act. 
Berge recommended divestiture of 
corporations which become strong 
enough to crowd out competition. 

Discussing the need for special 
Anti-Trust Courts, similar to the 
specialized Tax Courts and Cus- 
toms Courts, Myers declared that 
the big motion picture case, which 
has been dragging along since 1938 

(Continued on page 20) 


SUPREME CT. NIXES 
JOAN LESLIE A 2D TIME 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

For the second time, the Su- 
Preme Court yesterday (22) turned 
down Joan Leslie’s plea that it 
hear an appeal from the California 
verdict in her contract row with 
Warner Bros. This shuts the door 
to her for another appeal. 

The High Court some weeks 
back nixed a prior request that it 
take jurisdiction. Under its rules, 
only two tries are allowed. The 
California Supreme Court had 
ruled that Miss Leslie could not 
Vacate her contract with Warners 
on the grounds that she had been 
a minor when she made it. 


Agnew-Casanave In 
Distribution Tieup 


Distribution outfit to handle 
Teissues and foreign pix is report- 
edly being set up by Neil Agnew 
and Charles Casagave. Plan is 
understood to call for expansion of 

Jasanave’s present activity in 
states-righting reissues. Agnew, 
With connections in France, would 
Teportedly provide some imports. 
nine is former prez of Selz- 
ne Releasing Organization and 
; es chiel of Paramount. Casanave 
"ganized and for a time headed 
sational Screen Service. He is a 
ominant owner of the Fred Astaire 

nce studios. 








divorcement laws was | 
Ernst, | 





+ 


Martin Field 
has an amusing Hollywood piece, 


4 Quick Deal” 


in 
VARIETY $ 





43d Anniversary Number 


Due End of 1948 











R. R. Young In 
State Dept. Duel 
Over French Deal 


Robert R. Young, who has battled 
the biggest of the railroad giants. 
is about to take on the State De- 
partment on behalf of his Eagle 
Lion pictures. Young is under- 
stood to be up in arms over the 
brushoff given EL in the French 
film deal. This marks one more 
explosion by indies against the 
picture allotments which the U.S 


Embassy in Paris worked out with 
the French, with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America’s Gerald 


Maver acting as adviser. 

Ohto’s Governor -elect Frank 
Lausche, Young's attorney in that 
state, has been in both Washington 
and New York since election, seek- 
ing to upset the quotas in the new 
pact which supplanted the Blum- 
Byrnes accord. In Washington he 

(Continued on page 12) 


WB-TRANSATLANTIC 





Warner Bros.” releasing deal 
|with Transatlantic Pictures, the 
| Alfred Hitchcock-Sidney L. Bern- 
stein production outfit, is slated 
for renewal early in 1949 when 
Bernstein will come to the U. S. 
from England. Second of the two 
Transatlantic pix to be delivered 
to Warners under the old deal, 
“Under Capricorn,” is currently 
nearing completion in England. 
An added factor in renewing 
the distribution deal is Hitch- 
cock’s personal pact with Warners 
in which he’s committed to direct 
one picture a year for the Burbank 


studio. Hitchcock’s next produc- 
tion. after winding “Capricorn,” 
will be “I Confess,” to start next 





spring. 


SLATED FOR RENEWAL 





t 





} 
} 


| 





| Studio backlogs than this year. 
| will be true 





MORE FE 
aU FOR 


bi 
iAaT 


Li 











Limping pace of production dur- | 


| ing 1948, highlighted by shuttering 
lof Warner Bros. and Eagle Lion 
lots currently, 

to see even a 
reissues and a 


large number 
deeper bite into 
This 
particularly 
slide farther, 
with which product is played off. 
Fortunately, inventories of com- | 
pleted films are adequate at most | 
studios to meet increased demands. 
Pictures are believed to be of a/| 
better grade, too, than those w hich | 
were pulled out of the backlogs in 
1948. | 
During the early part of this! 
year, distribs were busy taking off 
the shelf much of the product they | 
had previously sloughed in favor 
of films with more b.o. appeal. 
During 1945-46-47, when grosses 
were at a peak, tendency of mosi 
companies was to send the best} 
films into distribution and procras- | 
tinate on release of the lesser prod- 
uct. Result was that some outfits 
found themselves with a flock of 
weakies that they finally were 
forced into amortizing and writing 
off. This has been pretty well 
accomplished now, so exhibs won’t 
have these delayed dogs to worry 
about. 


Virtually all studios now have 
backlogs down to or below what 
they consider “a comfortable” min- 


imum. That’s from 12 to 18 pix at 
the better-heeled studios. However, 
unless there is more of a produc- 
tion spurt than now appears in 
prospect, inventories will be sink- 
ing considerably below these fig- 
ures. 
Reason 





to | 
to 


for allowing this 
happen at some _ studios is 
defreeze the cash tied up in in- 
ventory and make it available for 
further production. At others it 
results from fear that the b.o. may 
be worse next year and costs will 
probably be lower. It is therefore 
considered wise to amortize higher- 
budgeted films in the best possible 
market, 

Slower Pace 

Sluggish production situation is 
exemplified by the current week’s 
chart. Only 35 films are before 
the cameras, as against 43 on the 
same date a year ago, 43 during 
the same week in 1946, 41 in 1945 
and 48 in 1944. 

Even more of a story is told by 
study of activity at individual lots. 
Aside from EL, which is closed, 

(Continued on page 18) 





See Schlaifer Getting 


makes 1949 certain | 
of | 


if grosses | 
increasing the speed | 


| United 


| number. 


; are 


10 BACKLOG IN’49 





Sabine Still Hunti 





ing for Sales 


 Tieup, Talks Reissue Deal With EL 





Nate Gross 
recalls 
A REPORTER'S MEMORIES 
From Capone te Insull te 
“Caliban & Ariel’ 


which billing the Chi Herald- 
American's 


Crack Newsman 
Coined 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
upcoming 


VARIETY’S 


43d Anniversary Number 











UA’s Pix Dearth 


Most Serious In 
Company History 


Although product shortages at 
Artists have become such 
a habit that the condition is con- 
sidered almost normal, 
ment and directors are more than 


usually disturbed by the present 
situation. Dearth of strong films 
on the future slate is probably 


the most serious in the company’s 
30-year history. 

Shortage isn’t so severe in mere 
but in the type of fea- 
tures on the agenda. Most of them 
admittedly programmers of 
limited grossing capacity. There 
are no b.o. socks, such as ‘Red 
River,’ now in release, to elim- 
inate the red_ink the company is 


currently using in its bookkeep- 
ing. 
By diligent trimming, UA has 


cut operating costs from the peak 
of over $110,000 weekly to be- 
ween $80,000 and $85,000 now. 
That still means it must have 
weekly billings of about $300,000 
to break even and the product is 
not in sight to provide that kind 
of gross. It was to hypo income 


Sears entered into the negotiations 
with David O. Nelznick which col- 
lapsed fast week. 

UA has five features completed 
and awaiting release, plus two 
Cisco Kid westerns. It has, in ad- 
dition, six films editing and three 
in production. That would theo- 





20th-Fox Nat'l Ad Acct. 

Charles Schlaifer, who exits Feb. | 
1 as 20th-Fox publicity-advertising | 
chief, has been assured control of | 
the 20th national advertising ac- | 
count by prexy Spyros Skouras. | 
Schlaifer, it is understood, will 
have the choice of setting up his | 
own agency or making a deal to 
join Kayton-Spiero, which now has 
the account. Schlaifer refused to 
elucidate this week on his inten- | 
tions. 

It is believed that in either case, 
Morris Kinzler, 20th account exec 
for Kayton-Spiero, will be associ- 
ated with Schlaifer. The two have 
long been close personal friends, 
as well as business associates. 

Charles Einfeld, who succeeds | 
Schlaifer at Fox and assumes the | 
title of v.p.. will return to the | 
Coast from New York Friday (26) 
after two weeks of confabs with h.o. 
execs and staffers. He’s due back 
eariy in January to officially take 
up his headquarters in the east. 

While in New York, Einfeld | 
signed his two-year pact with 20th, | 
calling for $2,500 a week. 











| 
= | 











Monotonous 

How tough the indie produc- 
tion situation is was made clear 
this week by Alex Ardrey, v.p. 
in charge of film loans for the 
Bankers Trust Co, N. Y. 
Cracked Ardrey: 

“We haven’t even had any 
loan applications recently to 
turn down.” 


| Week. 
| under 


| retically give it enough product to 


last for about seven months at the 
distrib’s normal release rate of 
one every two weeks. Difficulty is, 
however, that most of the pix on 
the schedule aren’t strong enough 
to give the company sufficient in- 
come on a fortnightly release 
basis. 

Of the pix completed, Benedict 
Bogeaus. “Girl from Manhattan” 

Continue on page 14) 


NCCJ TO HONOR 3 FROM 
AMUSEMENT INDUSTRY 


Three show biz personalities will 
be honored by the amusement divi- 
sion of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews at a Bill of 
Rights Day luncheon slated for the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Dec. 22. 
|Names will not be disc losed until 
ithe parties chosen have indicated 
their acceptance. Decision was 
made yesterday (Tues.) at a lunch- 
;eon presided over by J. Robert 
| Rubin, Metro veepee, who is chair- 
man of the amusements section. 

Ned FE. Depinet, RKO. prez; 
Spyros Skouras, head of 20th-Fox: 
Will H. Hays, consultant to the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America: 
;}and Dr. Everett R. Clinchy, presi- 
dent of the Conference, spoke at 
yesterday's affair. 
man of 





National Brotherhood 
Serving as vice-chairmen 
him are Barney Balaban, Si 
Fabian, Oscar Hammerstein 2d, Ed 
Kobak and Skouras. 





manage-. 


and cut expenses UA prexy Grad’ 


Depinet is chair- 


+ David O. Selznick is in negotia- 
tion with Eagle Lion on a deal 
which would give EL exclusive re- 
issue rights to a group of eight 
Selznick oldies. Talks are seen in 
the trade as a possible prelude te 


further negotiations for a deal simi- 
lar to that which was being dick- 


ered between Selznick and United 
Artists and which fell through last 
week 

With enly a limited amount of 
product coming up, Selznick con- 
tinues to feel that maintenance of 
a complete sales setup of his own 
is uneconomic. He would like to 
join with another company to elimi- 
nate duplication of facilities and 
yet maintain completely the iden- 
tification of his Selznick Releasing 
Organization. 

UA owners Charles Chaplin and 
Mary Pickford refused to go for 
such a setup and Selznick is now 





turning to other distribs in the 
hope they would be more amen- 
able. Joseph Bernhard, chief of 


Film Classics, has been pushing for 


such an arrangement with SRO, 
and possibility is seen of a deal 
being made if Selznick and EL 
can't get together, 

Reissue: involved in present ne- 
gotialions are “Rebecca,” ‘*Inter- 
mezzo,” “Since You Went Away,” 


“T'll Be Seeing You,” “Spellbound,” 
“Garden of Allah,” “Tom Sawyer” 
(Continued on page 55) 





Oscar Derby to Be Run 
In Its Natural Habitat, 
Back to the Studios 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Next year’s Oscar Derby will be 
run in its natural habitat for the 
first time. The scene will be a 
double sound stage at a major 


_studio, the particular lot to be de- 


cided by drawing lots. For sev- 
eral years there has been a move- 
ment to bring the Academy 
Awards function into the studios. 
George Jessel will emcee. The 
20th-Fox sound stages may be used. 

At times the Derby has been run 
in hotel dining rooms, with food, 
at times in Grauman’s Chinese the- 
atre and more lately in the Shrine 
auditorium, a huge building with 
enough seating space to permit the 
public to pay part of the expenses. 

The next Oscar Derby, to be 
held March 24, will be strictly 
private as far as paying customers 
are concerned. It will be con- 
fined to Academy members, work- 
ers in the motion picture industry 

(Continued on page 12) 


COPLAN-BREAKSTON IN 
JAP FINANCING DEAL 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Yorke Coplan and George Break- 
ston, who made “Urubu,” have set 
a deal with Toho-Schochiku to com- 
pletely finance full-length feature, 
“The Fox’s Tale,” about a Yank 
newspaperman. Cast will be mostly 
English-speaking natives. 

In return for 100% financing, 
Coplan-Breakston are to give Japa- 
nese a duplicate negative which 
they'll dub ‘in Japanese for distri- 
bution there. Producers retain 
world distribution rights. Before 
going to Japan, they’re slated to go 
to Belgian -Congo next month to 
make another adventure pic, 
“Okapi.” It’s expected to take six 
months, with Jap deal starting im- 
mediately thereafter. 


Benny Back in Pix 
For Hope’s ‘Redhead’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

For the first time in three years 
Jack Benny will appear on the 
screen in a special sequence in the 
Bob Hope starrer, “My Favorite 
tedhead,” formerly known as 
“Easy Does It.” 

Reason for Benny’s return to the 
screen is that one of his former 
radio writers, Ed Beloin, is produc- 
ing the picture. Benny last ap- 
peared at Paramount in “Love Thy 

i Neighbor.’ 
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! a 
That Wonderful Urge _ it « masculine humor that lightens the same manner he formerly used | _ Unknown Island 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar pro- the tension at 


uction. Stars Tyrone Power, Gene 
ierney; features Reginald Gardner, Ar- 


, irected by Robert Sinclair. ; ? r : best 
on Whelan, ay Dratler: story. William R. then swings into a gripping, exc it 


pman, Frederick Stephani; camera, ing sequence of battle-crippled 
fighter planes Pte deren pl 
i ; hown, N. Y.. That spacing of lightness and ten-| 
bone Nee inning time, 8 sion has been used throughout by | 


harles G. Clarke; editor, Louis Loeffler; 
Pionei Cyril Mockridge; musical direction, 


ov. 22, *48. Running time, 82 MINS. 


homas Jefferson Tyler Tyrone Power 


ara ve beanies .. Gene Tierney 
ndre ret .,. Reginald Gardiner 
essica PP FOF > Arleen Whelan 
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ir. Bissell Charles Arnt 
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With escapist comedies once 
again in their heyday of boxoffice 
favor, “That Wonderful Urge” can 
be marked down as a _ surefire 
laugh-winner and coin-snarer. It’s 
one of the best in the current cycle 
of fluffy confections. Geared for 

aiety, the film deftly spins its 
ightweight yarn into a zany and 
volatile romance for maximum im- 
pact. Teaming of Tyrone Power 
and Gene Tierney will provide the 
mecessary marquee lift. 


Mounted in a slick production, 
the screenplay is another varia- 
tion of the poor - little - rich - girl 
theme against a newspaper back- 
ground. But Jay Dratler has dress- 
ed up this script with enough new 
twists and smart dialog to give an 
old chestnut the flavor of a brand- 
new souffle. Robert Sinclair’s di- 
rection has wrapped up this dish 
with a bouncing pace that never 
falters under the story’s lack of 
weight. 

Switching from his heavy roman- 
tic and adventure roles, Power 
makes the most of his comedy} 
chances as a cynical reporter as- 
signed to assassinate the character 
of a groverv chain heiress. Posing 
as a lover to get the inside story | 
for his series, he becomes tangled 
in his owr line and bait when the 
gal, Miss Tierney, snaps back and 
turns him into a national laughing- 
stock. | 

This is also one of Miss Tierney’s| 
most successful performances. Cos- | 
tumed to highlight her natural | 
charms and rigged with peppery | 
lines, she polishes off her role with 
considerable grace. Wreaking a} 
woman’s revenge on her tormentor, | 
she gives a newsbeat to rival news- 
papermen by faking a claim of 
marriage to Power. Fired from his 
job for selling out to the enemy, 
Power works all the angles to ex- 
tricate himself from her gag but 
can’t prove that he’s still a bache- 
lor. At the finale, of course, there’s 
a legitimate clinch with Power 
lying in bed reading the Kinsey 
report. 


Solid support to the principals me oo a gt 
is delivered by Reginald Gardner, | Jed... .........cceeeeeee ee. Robert Adler 
as a penniless count on the make ee + evans sei seeeeee Harry Carter 
for a fortune, and Gene Lockhart.! prunk 0 “Soa Week 
as a sentimental judge who wants) Rancher...... uses epevies Hank Worden 
to reconcile the couple. Arleen | Baier... -- seen eeeeeeeees Jay _Silverheels 
Whelan and Lucile Watson. in| Bank Teller../2!12!!!1!!Norman Leavitt 
briefer roles, also do nicely among; Colorado................ Chief Yowlachie , 


a competent cast of secondary 
players. 


Excellent camera work and a 
pointed musical score round off an 
ace production. Herm. 


Fighter Squadron 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Nov. 17. 


Warners release of Seton I. Miller pro- 
uction. Stars Edmond O’Brien, Robert 
tack, John Rodney: features Tom 
Andrea, Henry Hull, James Holden, 
Jolter Reed. Shepperd Strudwick. Arthur 
Space, Jack Larson, William McLean, 
tne McCardle Directed by Raoul 
Jalsh. Screenplay, Seton I. Miller; added 
dialog, Martin Rackin; camera (Techni- 
color), Sid Hickox, Wilfred M. Cline; 
ecitor, Christian Nyby: music. Max 
‘einer. Tradeshown in Hollywood, Nov. 
6. °48. Running time, 94 MINS. 
ajor Ed Hardin ..Edmond O’Brien 
Capt. Stu Hamilton........ Robert Stack 
Col. Bill Brickley........ John Rodney 
ergeant Dolan...........Tom D'Andrea 
rig. Gen. Mike McCready... Henry Hull 
ee eee aa James Holden 
Capt. Duke Chappell .......Walter Reed 
rig. Gen. M. Gilbert..Shepperd Strudwick 


Sajor Gaemtoreg........... Arthur Space 
AEA rrr Jack Larson | 
er rere . William McLean 
are Mickey McCardle 





An exciting. red-blooded action 
feature has been woven around the 

rim realities of modern warfare 

n “Fighter Squadron,” highly com- 

mercial feature with enough doc- 
umentation and actual Air Force 
footage to stamp it with potent 
authenticity that should sell a lot 
of tickets. 

Picture’s time of action is the 
tense days of 1943-44, when the 
U. S. Air Force was paving the way 
for D-Day. It centers its story on 
one English-based squadron of 


é proper moments. 
It opens with a light touch pro- 
jected by a conniving sergeant, and 





Raoul Walsh’s direction to keep | 


the balance on entertainment for) 


general audiences. Pilot horseplay, 
aground and aloft; the quietness | 


with which they go about the) 


deadly game of war; big brass, red | 
tape, and the methodicalness of | 
bigtime destruction are all graph- | 
ically depicted. 

It’s an all-male picture, except 
for two brief scenes showing a 
sergeant, who uses the alias of 
“Kinsey,” at work and in trouble. | 
Femmes aren’t missed, though. | 


The gal back home and the one in| 


London are constantly talked about 
by post-bound soldiers. Only “Kin- 
sey” is able to break bounds, using 


an ingenious trick with black cats | 
that is good for chuckles. 


Cast is very able in portraying 


the assorted young men who live 
and die bravely. Edmond O’Brien, | 


squadron leader, stands out, and | 
there are strong assists from Rob- 


ert Stack and John Rodney as fly- | 


ing mates. Principal light moments | 
fall to the capable hands of Tom) 
D’Andrea as the amorous sergeant. 
His comedy is backed by a perfect 
“sad sack” touch from William 
McLean as a lowly private. 

Henry Hull, James Holden, 
Walter Reed and Shepperd Strud- 
wick give life to their assignments. 
Jack Larson has only a short role | 
but it realizes perfectly on the 
eager-beaver new pilot, scared be- 
fore his first combat, but proud 
and sick after his first kill. 

Walsh’s knowhow in handling an 
action feature and Miller’s ability 
in putting together a melodramatic 
yarn are strong foundation for 
giving “Fighter Squadron” stout 
b.o. prospects. Air battle scenes, 
the dogfights, strafings, explosions 
are brilliantly lensed in Techni- 
color, with Sid Hickox and Wilfred 
M. Cline sharing the top credit. 
Max Steiner’s music score is ex- 
cellent, and editing by Christian 
Nyby sharpens the action. Brog. 


Yellow Sky 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
20th-Fox release of Lamar Trotti pro- 
duction. Stars Gregory Peck, Anne Bax- 
ter, Richard Widmark; features Robert 
Arthur, John Russell, Henry Morgan, 
James Barton, Charles Kemper. Directed 
by William A. Wellman. Screenplay, La- 
mar Trotti; based on story by W. R. Bur- 
nett; camera, Joe MacDonald; editor, Har- 
mon Jones. Tradeshown Nov. 18, ” 
Running time, 99 MINS. 
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| A smart combination of talents 
makes “Yellow Sky” all that could 
be asked of an outdoor action 
drama. It’s topgrade fjlm_ fare 
| with star values to help push ticket 
sales. Boxoffice looks _ strong. 
Marquee lineup of Gregory Peck, 
Anne Baxter and Robert Widmark, 
|}combined with a punchy story, 
| should give this one a healthy ride 
through all situations. 
Emphasis is on terse, tough ac- 
tion and the job of bringing the 
exceptionally good plot to the 
| screen has been approached intel- 
ligently. Picture has a load & 
dramatic power of the kind seldom 
present in this type film and it’s 
done in believable fashion by all 
concerned. 
| Setting for the story is the west 
of 1867 and the outdoor locations 
have been magnificently lensed as a 
telling backdrop for the dramatics. 
| Lamar Trotti put together an ace 
_screenplay from a story by W. R. 
Burnett, gave it dialog that rings 
|true, and then proceeded with 
| showmanly production guidance to 
| make “Sky” a winner. 
| The direction by William A. 
| Wellman is vigorous, potently em- 
| phasizing every element of sus- 
_ pense and action, and displaying 
the cast to the utmost advantage. 
| There’s never a faltering scene as 
| sequence after sequence is unfold- 
ed at a swift pace. Plot outline 
' traces a group of outlaws who rob 
|!a bank, flee across a desert and 
|seek refuge in a ghost mining 
|} town. There they find a girl and 
| her grandfather, learn they have 





Miniature Reviews 


“That Wonderful Urge” 
(20th). Neat romantic comedy, 


his six-shooter. He's ultimately | 
rubbed out as the result of his misg) 
deeds. 

ri , er and ’| It's a difficult acting assignment 
err we discae ho. | for Ford, and he sometimes comes 

“Fighter Squadron” (Color) | out second best to the script. The 
(WB). Red-blooded action fea- moments when his malaise grips 
ture of air aces and the Euro- | him are overplayed. W. Holden 
pean invasion. Strong com- plays Ford's adjutant throughout 
mercial film-fare. the war, taking on the job as Ford s 

“Yellow Sky” (20th). Top- | marshal in order to set his friend 
flight western drama_ with ' straight. Holden sticks to him even | 
Gregory Peck, Anne Baxter, | when he knows that he ordered 
Richard Widmark. | wiping out of a rebel band after it 





“The Man from Colorado” hoisted a white flag, and he tries to 
(Color) (Col). Well-mounted | enforce Ford's martinet-like legal 
action varn. exploitation | decisions when he knows it will 
valifes hinge on spec and lead to warfare. Ultimately, he 
Glenn Ford. | deserts the post of marshal to join 

“Bungalow 13” (20th). Tom a band of former Army personnel 
Conway. Richard Cromwell in | who have been forced to become 
whodunit strictly as mild sup- | outlaws by Ford’s decision taking 
port on lower part of twinners. | away their gold-mining lands. 

“Unknown Island” (Color) The rest of the cast do good jobs. 
(FC). Exploitation feature of Ellen Drew does well as the girl 
modern-day adventurers and _ /|loved by Ford and Holden, marry- 
prehistoric animals. ing Ford only to desert him when 

“Harpoon” (SG). Alaskan she can no longer stand his trig- 
drama that will hold up in ger-happy mind. Ray Collins, as 
lower rungs though it fails to an understanding medico; Edgar 
fulfill its possibilities. Buchanan, Jerome _ Courtland, 

“Grand Canyon _ Trail” James Millican, Jim Bannon and 
(Music-Color) (Rep). Roy William “Bill” Phillips, playing 
Rogers riding to good returns vets-turned-outlaws, provide some 
in action situations. color to their roles. 


“The Small Voice” (BL). The production is a well-turned 
Neat British psychological affair, with Technicolor enhancing 
thriller. the film’s values. Outdoor shots 


“It’s Hard To Be Good” ‘ticular! d. and sets and 
(GFD). Mild British comedy | arc, Parse ary ee 


| 
| 
| 





with war-theme. | Henry Levin had to overcome 





|father. Robert Arthur, John Rus-!| ward L. Cahn. 


fighter planes and pilots. The film! gold and seek to steal it. Plot has 
thrives on deadly air action, and|a happy, believable ending, with 
the AF combat footage that makes | three of the outlaws reforming and 
up a substantial part of the picture | the others dead because of their 
fs a tingling reminder of World| greed. 
War II. | There’s many an earthy touch in 
Combat footage has been inter-| the script and an understanding of 
laced into the high melodramatics | the hungers of men; some for gold, 
of the story fiction to add a realis-| some for women, and some for 
tic flavor to the adventures of in- love and understanding. It is 
trepid air aces, but the picture is| these touches and the manner in 
not all grimness. Seton I. Miller, | which the are approached 
who wrote and produced, has given through scripting, direction and 


some difficult problems inasmuch 
playing that help to give the pic-| as he had to blend mental medi- 
ture dramatic substance. cine with gunplay, and frequently 

Peck shines as the outlaw leader had to subordinate one for the 
and matching dramatic stride for, other. Under those circumstances 


|stride with him is Miss Baxter as it was virtually impossible to sus- 


the ghost town girl. The emo- tain a mood. 
tional clash that sets up when; George Duning has fashioned 
these two strong characters meet an articulate score, and William 
has a smoldering s. a. wallop. Wid-| cnyder’s camera work is of top- 
mark steps out in another of his! grawer category Jose. 
coldblooded killer delineations as i 
Peck’s doublecrossing partner in} P 
crime. | Bungalow 13 
James Barton gives quality to 20th-Fox release of Belsam production. 


is < | Features Tom Conway, Margaret Hamil- 
his performance as_ the grand- | ton, Richard Cromwell. Directed by Ed- 
Original screenplay, 
Charles | Richard G. Hubler, Sam Baerwitz; camera, 





sell, Henry Morgan, 


c | Jac ; editor, Lou Sackin. At New 
/Kemper and Robert Adler make Jackson Rose; editor, Lou Sackin ew 


: P York, N. Y., week of Noy. 19, °48. Run- 
their roles as outlaws important) ning time, 70 MINS. 


parts | Christopher Adams Pom Sonmee 
te . -,| Mrs. Appleby .....Margaret Hamilton 
Manner of handling the solid | Patrick Macy......... Richard Cromwell 
music score by Alfred Newman is| Lt. Wilson ........... ie James, book 
2 » j si | Alice Ashley............3 arjorie Hoshelle 

an example of the intelligent use Gus BOFtOM...ccrrccccsess Frank Cady 
of the film's varied talents. Music! Jose Fernando........... Eddie Acuff 
starts the dramatic scenes off and | Mrs. Barton .....-...+.++-- Jody Gilbert 
then fades out. It’s a device that Pedro GomeZ....cccessesesss Juan arro 


: ar eee re 
measurably increases mood and_/} Hibiscus 


tension. (A previous 20th western, | Mr. Eden 
“Fury at Furnace Creek,” used 
po pag er romg — play Bulldog Drummond and Falcon 
The standout photography was sleuth roles on the screen, strives 
contributed by Joe MacDonald and "ard to make something of this 
the special effects by Fred Sersen detective whodunit, but it’s no 
are another top credit. Editing is “ice. This meller of a private eye 
tight, holding film to a swift 99 4nd missing jade stone only man- 
minutes. Brog. ages to mystify its audience with- 
g out proving entertaining or half 


: ‘aS gripping as most sleuth thrill- 
The yam orem § olorado ers. Result is that it will be only 


Columbia release of Jules Schermer pro- vs a 
ag p Stars —. iggy Witham | twin bills. 
olden; features Ellen Drew. Ray Collins, | se ” +} 
Edgar Buchanan, Jerome_ Courtland, | |. Bungalow 13 is loaded with 
games Leese. Jn Bannan, William Phil. | Victims who are knifed to death, 
ips. Directed by Henry Levin; original plenty of shooting and a couple 
story, Borden Chase; screenplay, Robert . an? : , : 
D. Andrews, Ben Maddow; camera, Wil- of rough-'n’-tumble fights. | Yet it 
liam Snyder: | editor, | Charles Nelson; is dull, rambling (with many 
score George Duning. radeshown N. Y., | « ~ . AHIC . 
Nov. 12, 48. Running time, 99 MINS. poche reg ery to depict outdoor 
Col. Owen Devereaux..... Glenn Ford scenes at nig it) and managing to 
Captain Del Stewart...... William Holden | become so involved as to charac- 
‘aroline Emmett........ wars len Drew ters suspec j stri ill- 
Big Ed Carter.......... Ray Collins | ; — in the string of kill 
lian Werrlam tar Buchanan ings that few people will care who 


Johnny Howard a nae Courtland is guilty or why. 
Sgt. Jericho Howard 


Lyle Latell 
(tb cobe ee ee 6 Mildred Coles 
oe hein dhe John Davidson 


Tom Conway, who has done 


. James Millican “he tphar _ 2 
Nagel. .... 06.0006. ... Jim Bannon , The . Ric hard G. Hubler - Sam 
Sra Wm. “Bill” Phillips Baerwitz original smacks of any 


gr a re 


..Denver Pyle ar “AC 2etiv vane 
oom, Head ’ number of recent detective yarns. 


cone kee Na eee wal wed James Bush 


I seis cn cauuns se Mikel Conrad | But the better portions of such 
Mutton McGuire.......... : David Clarke yarns are not retained with enough 
SOGk MOWOOE.....u.0scccases an MacDonald > : . ¥ , 
Charlie Trumbull....... Clarence Chase force | to mean much. Edward L. 
Roger MacDonald...... Stanley Andrews Calin’s direction also appears 
A Be ae Bares Myron Healey artly i igin: 
Parry 55.2 ob os er ee Craig Reynolds a y - blame, being ‘unoriginal 
WD MMII oaicncdsseeens ces David York @d routine for the most part. 


Silanes | Tom Conway is the private eye, 
While the action values of “The Who, per usual, helps the police 
Man from Colorado” have been Unravel the mystery and put the 
dissipated to some extent by the finger on the guilty person. He 
introduction of psychiatric motives, is not altogether convincing but 
there’s enough color and excite- that possibly is partly because of 
ment to insure healthy returns for the story and awkward story de- 
this post-Civil War western. Names velopment. Richard Cromwell, 
of Glenn Ford and William Holden back from a war stint in the Coast 
will aid the boxoffice. However,; Guard, is miscast as a crook, being 
exhibitors will have to exploit the wasted on this lesser role. Marjorie 
gunplay and spectacle items in| Hoshelle is the only comely girl 
order to entice better than usual | with much to do in the production, 
boxoffice. _and she’s bumped off early. 

It’s been generally presumed, Margaret Hamilton, as an old- 
that high-aciion films were im- Maidish detective story writer, 
mune to psychiatric encroachment. | supplies some comedy moments 
It’s a field that has a pre-sold audi-| but the part hardly deserves as 
ence which likes its riding and|much footage as allotted to it. 
shooting in an unadulterated man- | Support is mild, with James Flavin 
ner. “The Man from Colorado” very bombastic and unrealistic as 
will still get that patronage, but | a police lieutenant. 
there’s little likelihood of getting! Jackson Rose’s camera work 
additional customers that might be | and Lou Sackin’s editing are about 
enticed by the intellectualing of! on par with the mild standard of 


the film. |the whole production. Ww 
Story has Glenn Ford as a Civil | . sence 


War colonel who during the war ’ " 

— has developed a trigger: | hace se parenietagae spe 
nger and kills for the love of it. | gular quarterly dividend of 
With his mustering out of the | 3742c. per share on common stock 





Union Army, Ford is appointed a/has been declared by Metro’s 
Federal judge in Colorado, where board. 

he hopes to settle down to nor-| Divvy will be made Dec. 31 to 
malcy. Instead he uses the law in|stockholders of record Dec. 10. 


| Harry Gerstad; special effects. Howard 4 


eo ae Virginia & 
Ted Osborne... .....--.. -Philip Rees 
, John Fairbanks. ......... Richard Denning 
Captain Tarnowski...... Barton MacLane 
oe cea tighes + es bes Richard Wesse] 
eS ere ee Daniel Whi 
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|man are imaginative. 


mild material on lower half of | 


(COLOR) 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Film Classics release of Albert J. Cohe 
proce. Features Virginia Grey, 
hilip Reed, Richard Denning, Barton 
MacLane, Richard Wessel, Daniel White. 
Philip Nazir, Directed by Jack Bernharq’ 
Screenplay, Robert T. Shannon, Jack 
Harvey; original story, Shannon; camer 
(Cinecolor), Fred Jackman, Jr.; editor, 





Anderson, Ellis Burman. Previewed, Noy 
15, *48. Running time, 75 MINS. . 
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“Unknown Island” is an ex. 
ploitation adventure film with sel]. 
ing points to overcome its faults, 
Lensing of prehistoric animals jp 
color and the ballyhoo that can 
be used to sell such a feature hold 
promise of fair boxoffice in spe. 
cialized engagements. 

Where film falls down is in the 
stilted direction and the incredible 
dialog used to tell the essentially 
okay thriller. Special effects cre- 
ated and photographed by Hovw- 
ard A. Anderson and Ellis Bur- 
The mon- 
sters are frightening creations and 
should give enjoyable goosebumps 
to the audience that always seems 
to buy this type of show. 


Jack Bernhard’s direction moves 
the players slowly through a story 
about an assorted group of char- 
acters who go to a Pacific island 
to photograph, and maybe capture, 
the creatures that lived millions of 
years ago. Had Bernard sharpened 
his directorial pace and had script- 
ers Robert T. Shannon and Jack 
Harvey used dialog instead of 
cliches, this one would have come 
off a great deal stronger. 


Virginia Grey is the lone femme 
on the dangerous voyage and 
makes a pretty eyeful in Cine- 
color. Part makes no other de- 
mands. Philip Reed is her fiance, | 
more interested in his pictures | 
than his gal. As a consequence, 
he loses her to Richard Denning, 





_who had already been through one 


terrible experience with the pre- 
historic monsters. Barton Mac- 
Lane appears as a tough, lustful 
ship captain who can’t control his 
yens for booze or women, even in 
the face of violent death. 

Picture dishes out a full com- 
plement of gore and violence in 
a to-the-death clash between a 
monsterous redhaired ape and a 
dinosaur, and there are other 
scenes where the assorted hunians 
fight off the creatures with bul- 
lets and grenades. All of which 
are good ballyhoo stuff to help 
sell the picture. 

Albert J. Cohen’s production 
supervision has kept a watchful 
eye on the dollar, achieving good 
effects for coin spent. He should 
have been as careful in watehin 
over the direction and script. Fred 
Jackman, Jr., did a good job of 
lensing. Brog. 





Harpoon 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Screen Guild Release of Danches pro 
duction. Features John Bromfield, Alyce 
Louis, James Cardwell, Patricia Garrison, 
Jack George, Edgar Hinton. Frank Hag- 
ney, Hollis Bane. Directed by Ewing 
Scott. Screenplay by Girard Smith and 
Scott: camera, Frederick Gately; editor, 
Robert O. Crandall. Previewed Noy. 19% 
48. Running time, 83 MINS. 

Michael Shand........... John Bromfield 
BNE CR is coud boned Alyce Louis 
. oS. eae James Cardwell 
Christine McFee....... Patricia Garrison 
J  . Saar Jack George 
Kirk Shand . Edgar Hinton 








DOG DOES, BL.....cce5o00. Frank Hagney 
a ee ane Hollis Bane 
oo. BA a Sa ee Ruth Castle 
EE: Goh areSen caw eaeeees Grant Means 
PES vce 043.0655 4008 ER 53 Sally Davis 
SCOT rr een James Martin 
SE <5 achat eho 465% Willard  Jillson 
NEN «0:66 608 060560460 us Gary Garrett 
EE. cata be ade O6G000-0q0 40 Lee Elson 
a. ae eee ee Alex Sharp 
| ee rr eee Lee Roberts 





Lensed entirely in Alaska, ‘Har- 
poon” mixes some interesting 10- 
cation shots with a plausible plot. 
Though film will fare well enough 
in lower case situations, it lacks 
construction continuity and offers 
itself more as a series of sketches 
than a eontinuous story. Loose 
editing and unwieldly production 
are responsible. 

Story gathers its strength from 
the hatred of Edgar Hinton for 
Frank Hagney. Hagney had shang 
haied Hinton and beaten him bru- 
tally for a number of years before 
Hinton finally escaped. Never for- 
getting his hatred, Hinton married 
and brought up a son for the sole 
purpose of reaping retribution 
upon Hagney. Both Hinton and 
Hagney die but each of their sons 
carry on the grievances of the past. 

John Bromfield and James Card- 
well as the sons inject in the ple 
what spark is achieved. Pair pour 
their hatred upon each ot‘er for 4 
full 65-minute through a series © 
fights, words and foul play. Brom- 
‘field enlists the forces of righteous! 


; 





ness against Cardwell’s envoys off 


evil and emerges the victor, claim 
ing all the gold and Alyce Louls. 
Ewing Scott’s direction is taut, 
making the most of top sequences 
and Frederick Gately’s lensing of 


) (Continued on page 14) 
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NEW OPTIONS-ONLY ON STORIES 





M-G Has Own Conciliation Plan, So 
Won't Join Smith (20th): TOA’s Ideas 


Twentieth-Fox sales chief Andy +———— 


W. Smith, Jr., may have to carry 
his exhibitor conciliation plan 
alone for a while, despite his hope 
that all major distributors elect to 
tie in on it. Other distribs, with 
the exception of Metro, have adopt- 
ed a “wait and see” attitude, desir- 
ing to size up both the need for 
such a plan and its success in 
the field. As for Metro, according 
to sales veepee William F. Rodgers, 
his company has for years main- 
tained its own conciliation service 
and has no need for joining Smith. 


Smith’s plan, which he devised 
in conjunction with North Central 
Allied chief Bennie Berger, has al- 
ready been adopted by seven exhib 
groups, in addition to NCA, and is 
now being mulled by two other in- 
die organizations. Basic idea of 
the plan, which would have all ex- 
hib grievances with any distrib 
settled at a local level, is to keep 
such grievances out of the courts 
and out of public print. There is 
a pressing need now for some such 
method of conciliation, according 
to Smith, and out of it can come 
unity for the entire industry. 


Smith, who has traveled to vari- 
ous exchange centers during the 
last several months to outline the 
plan personally to exhib groups, 
would like to see a conciliation 
board set up in each exchange area. 
“We want exhibitors to be able to 
take not only their grievances 
against 20th to the board, but any 
grievances they might have against 
any company,” he said. He de- 
clared, furthermore the boards can 

(Continued on page 18) 


2 Oldies No Out On 
Chi’s 2-Week Limit, 
Judge Igoe Opines 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 


U. S. district court of appeals 
here today (Tues.) upheld Judge 
Michael Igoe’s ruling that the RKO 
Palace and Grand are part of the 
same corporation as RKO Pictures, 
hence subject to all restrictions 
imposed by the Jackson Park 
decree. 

Same two theatres last week 
figured in the controversy of just 
how old must a picture be to evade 
limitations of the JP decree. Ques- 
tion had arisen over the booking 
of “She” and “The Last Days of 
Pompeii” into a third week at the 
RKO Grand. Theatre is house- 
limited to two-week showing of 
films by decree, unless exempted 
by the court. 


RKO claims it made third-week 
deal because oldies are so ancient 
that they would not fall under 
the edict, and therefore they 
would not fall under first-run 
showings. Tom McConnell, JP at- 
torney, says age of pix has nothing 
to do with it; law limits the run 
to 14 days. He pointed out RKO 
Grand has run reissues before 
Without exemption. 








Lake Aides Kosiner As 
Sales Rep on Small’s Pix 


Sam Lake resigned last week as 
Sales rep of the Selznick Releasing 
Organization in the New York ter- 
ritory to become assistant to Harry 
Kosiner, Sales chief for Edward 
Small. Lake had been with SRO 
about six months. He was with 


enon for 18 years prior to 
lat. 


In his new post, which he took 
over on Monday (22), he’ll act as 
8eneral aide to Kosiner in liaison 
With Eagle Lion, Columbia, 20th- 
Fox and United Artists, ‘all of 
Which are handling Small product. 
Aim is to unsaddle from Kosiner 
some of the detail to permit him to 
perform broader duties. 

In another move to broaden his 
Sales organization, Small this 
week named a new rep in the Brit- 
ish Isles. It is Anglo-Amalgamated 
Film Productions, Ltd., headed by 
Nat Cohn and Stuart Levy. Pro- 
ducer will continue to be repre- 
Sented in Rome by Charles Moses. 








Mandel’s Billing Looks 
Like Sweet Idea for RKO 


Private name-calling contest car- 
ried on by RKO theatre biggies 
among themselves to find a label 
for a new corporate subsid handling 
candy sales in some of RKO’s Coast 
theatres has ended with Harry 
Mandel, publicity head, as_ win- 
ner. Mandel came up with the win- 
ning tag: Hollywood Sweet ’N’ 
Treats, Inc. RKO has now incor- 
porated the subsid with a $50,000 
cash capitalization. 

New name is liked so much that 
the project may snowball into 
something bigger. RKO toppers are 
now considering packaging candy 
under the Sweets 'N’ Treats title 
for sale both at theatre counters 
and elsewhere. 


Schary Plans B's; 
Also Unloading 


Story Inventory 


Metro, which has concentrated 
almost entirely on top-budgeted 
pictures for the last couple of 
years, plans to hit the smaller- 
budgeted brackets also next sea- 





ison, Metro production exec Dore 


Schary revealed in New York last 
week. Such films, Schary said, are 
necessary for experimentation and 
for grooming young actors, pro- 
ducers and directors. While no 
plans are in the works to revive 
the “Dr. Kildare” and “Andy 
Hardy” series, Schary announced 
that Metro would turn out at least 
five or six modest-cost pix in ad- 
dition to the 22 top-bracketed 
films already announced. 

Speaking at a press interview, 
the M-G studio exec also disclosed 
that Metro is now reexamining its 
tremendous backlog of story prop- 
erties “in the modern light,” in an 
effort to make use of as many of 
them as possible. Some of the 
story inventory, which represents 
over $7,000,000 on the company’s 
books, may be available for sale to 
other studios, ‘but Metrg has no 
plans to put them on the auction 
block for sale to the highest bid- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Electric-Savings Socks 
Toronto Theatre Skeds 


Toronto, Nov. 23. 

Electric power conservation plan, 
put into force last week by city fa- 
thers, with one-hour cutoffs or more 
at 9 a.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., is creat- 
ing havoc among playing schedules 
of theatres in the area. Only houses 
not affected, as far as program 
interruptions are concerned, are 
the bigger downtown first runs. 
These have their own auxiliary 
power generators. 

Nabes are not opening until 
after & p.m. However, the big chains 
are rushing in generators to their 
nabes and expect installations 
within two weeks but at a heavy 
overall cost. Power deficit, caused 
by water shortage plus lack of 
governmental foresight, will last 
until late spring. 

Matinee curtain at Royal Alex- 
andra (legit) is now going up at 1 
p.m. to get audience out before 
the 4 p.m. deadline, and radio sta- 
tions are also snafu, with sustainers 
being tossed out for playbacks of 
important commercial programs to 
make up for previous “Blackouts.” 
Other sponsors are taking rebates 
on the “dead hours.” Stations are 
also signing off at midnight instead 
of 12 a.m. 

In case nabes, which hitherto 
opened at 2 p.m., Dick Main, pres- 
ident of Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn., points out that a 15° drop 
in patronage puts a nabe in the 
red and may necessitate many 
nabes shuttering until power 
shortage ends next spring. 








LATEST STEP IN 
ECONOMY WAVE: - 


Hollywood’s current grab for'| 


straws in its quest for story mate- 
rial has resulted in a whole new 


technique of buying screen yarns. 
The development is a natural. It 


is a policy of only taking options—| 


rather than making outright pur- 
chases—of material out of which 
the lots hope to get a suitable 
screenplay. 

The development results from 
the dearth of filmable books, plays 
and short stories now available, 
plus the present pressure for 
economy. Studios, in the past sev- 
eral months, have begun optioning 
yarns with the thinnest thread of 
an idea with the aim of having 
their own writers develop them. 
If a story can’t be licked, the op- 
tion’s dropped and there’s rela- 
tively little coin lost. 

Prior to the present urge for 
money-saving, every lot acquired a 
flock of stories every year that 
landed on the shelf because they 
couldn't be hammered into accept- 
able screenplays. Studios are now 
cluttered with years of accumula- 
tion of such material. It’s pretty 
much a thing of the past, however. 

Now, anything for which a par- 
ticular producer, writer or director 
has a yen is optioned until it is 
certain it is usable. This technique 
was not used widely in the past 
because (1) pressure was not so 
great for economy-in story buying, 
and (2) competition among studios 
for material made authors and 
agents loathe to give options. They 
saw no use in granting extended 
options when they could make out- 
right sales—which they can’t do to- 
day. 

A most important factor in the 
whole development, however, is 
that studios are being forced to 
try to get stories out of material 
with which they wouldn’t have 
even bothered a few years ago. 
Then there always seemed to be a 

(Continued on page 18) 


Liberals Win SWG 
Election; Name Seaton 
Prez, Hartman Ist V.P. 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

George Seaton is president of 
the Screen Writers Guild for the 
next year. Other officers elected 
at the annual meeting were Don 
Hartman, first veepee; Oliver H. P. 
Garrett, second veepee; Wells Root, 
third veepee; Karl Tunberg, secre- 
tary, and Valentine Davies, treas- 
urer. 

Writers also voted to double 
their donation to the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund from 12%. 

Election of officers and members 
of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild last week 
constituted a major victory for the 
liberal forces in the organization, 
as against the extreme right and 
left factions. That was a change 
from last year, when the right- 
wing All Guild Committee joined 
the moderates in defeating the left- 
wing group. 

Since last year’s election, the 
moderates, who call themselves the 
Independents, have split with the 
right-wing, first in supporting the 
Thurman Arnold lawsuit against 
the studios and then in pulling out 
of the All-Guild Committee. Both 
the right and left-wing factions op- 
posed the Arnold suit bitterly, 
though for contrasting reasons. 

In this year’s election, the In- 
dependents put up their own slate 
of candidates for officers and 
board. The dwindling left-wing 
also put up a ticket, and the All- 
Guild Committee entered candi- 
dates for the board but didn’t op- 
pose the Indie nominations for 
officers. The general division of 
votes was approximately 350 for 
the Indies, 175 for the left-wing 
and 100 for the right wing. 

The Indies elected all their of- 
ficer candidates and secured i4 of 
the 13 seats on the board. One of 
the Indie nominees, Milton Krims, 
had to withdraw on doctor’s orders. 
Arthur Kober, who received many 
Indie votes, won the 15th seat. 








Interior ‘Exteriors 





eit Dr. Gallup Goes In 
For Videocasting Pix 


Reassurances that television will 
'not be thé bugaboo for film thea- 
tres that many picture execs fear 
was given industryites last week by 
Dr. George Gallup. After apologiz- 
ing for making any predictions at 
all following the Presidential elec- 
tion debacle for the pollsters, Gal- 
lup said he was led to his optimism 
regarding video’s effect on films by 
a double feature survey made sev- 
eral years ago. 

At that time, the Audience Re- 
search Institute topper declared, it 
was discovered that many people 
preferred duals merely because 
they kept them out of their homes 
longer. This great urge to get away 
from the house, Gallup asserted, 
would mean that nc matter how at- 
tractive TV programs were, a large 
segment of the public would still 
want to go to theatres. 


F-WC Balking At 
Relinquishing Two 
In LA. SF. to M-G 


Charles P. Skouras, head of Na- 
tional Theatres, is reportedly balk- 
ing at a Metro request that NT’s 
subsid, Fox-West Coast circuit, 
surrender its operation of Loew’s 
State, Los Angeles, and Warfield, 
San Francisco, so that M-G can 
embark on a showcase policy on 
the Coast. Skouras, it’s said, has 
refused to give up the two houses 
which F-WC runs on month-to- 
month lease from Metro. If peace 
maneuvers fail, the tiff may find 
itself in the courts in the form of 
a dispossess action. 

The M-G communique to F-WC 
officials was recently dispatched 
after the former planked for an 
immediate dissolution of the lease 
tieup which is in the shadow of 
the Government anti-trust action. 
Metro, as owner of the two houses, 
originally gave the Coast circuit a 
longterm lease which expired two 
years ago and was not renewed. 

Just what argument is being 
raised by Skouras, et al., for main- 
tained F-WC operation has not 
been disclosed. However, the cir- 
cuit fought Paramount last year 
when it was asked to surrender the 
Paramount, State and other thea- 
tres in L. A. and elsewhere which 
Par had leased to F-WC. In that 
instance, Skouras opposed the 
move in a long letter to Par’s thea- 
tre toppers. Only a consultation 
on the presidential level avoided 
a court fracas then, 


SIMPP Toppers Ordered 
To Appear In UDT Suit 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

Walt Disney, Samuel Goldwyn, 
David O._ Selznick, Benedict 
Bogeaus, Walter Wanger, Hunt 
Stromberg, Edward Small, William 
and James Cagney must ail come 
personally to Detroit and _ be 
quizzed under a decision of Federal 
Judge Arthur A. Koscinski. Court 
granted gn application for exami- 
nations before trial made by 
United Detroit Theatres, Para- 
mount affiliate, and Cooperative 
Theatres of Michigan in the $8,- 
750,000 treble-damage monopoly 
suit brought by the indie film- 
makers and the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. 

Indie producers may show up at 
any time which suits their own 
convenience. Their case, however, 
cannot proceed any further until 
all of them have subjected them- 
selves to exams in this city. 

Suit, filed some months back, 
charges UDT and Cooperative with 
a conspiracy to bottle up the local 
booking situation and deflate rent- 
als to indies through alleged coer- 
)cion. 
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ilars, at least, 
|practice, with possibility final cost 
| might have exceeded this figure in 





Help Studios 


Cut Costs by Eliminating Locationing 


By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 

Toronto, Nov. 23. 
Studios, in new wave of econ- 
omy, are cutting location jaunt ex- 
penditures whenever possible by 
erecting exterior sets on studio 
stages. In this way, off-the-lot ex- 
penses are eliminated, directors 
have no weather problems and 

budgets generally are reduced. 
Best case in point is Paramount 
in filming of “Whispering Smith,” 
which paved way for others to fol- 
low. For this Alan Ladd western, 
company shot entire film at studio, 
and this included horse and chase 
scenes as well as other outdoor 
action. It was estimated that a 
couple of hundred thousand dol- 
was saved by this 


actual savings. 

Twentieth-Fox, while presently 
concentrating on foreign locations, 
also is demonstrating value of stu- 
dio “exteriors” by going in heavily 
for this type of activity. For 
“Chicken Every Sunday,” techni- 
cians saved studio cost of taking 
troupe to Arizona by putting up 
a desert home, surrounded by sand, 
cactus and other physical features 
of the west, on one of studio stages. 
For “Roadhouse,” cabin in the for- 
est was constructed under a cover- 
ed set next to one of stages, for 
sequence showing a chase through 
the woods. 

Company also filmed much of 
“Down to the Sea in Ships” at 
studio. These sequences included 
a sailing vessel cracking up against 
an iceberg in Arctic waters. For 
this, in studio tank under a huge 
covering, hulk of a ship was con- 
structed, as were several icebergs 
made of frame work, canvas and 
snow, later manufactured in stu- 
dio’s ice plant. On screen, effect 
will be as realistic as the actual 
thing. 

* London Comes to H’wood 

Much of “The Fan” also was 
lensed by 20th-Fox on one of the 
stages. This included technicians 

(Continued on page 14) 





‘Bonanza’ for Arizona 
After Voters Discard 
Old Compensation Law 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Film troupes are resuming loca- 
tion shooting in Arizona after shy- 
ing away from that state for a year 
because of the limited workmen’s 
compensation law, which was re- 
pealed in the recent election. Un- 
der the old law, Arizona set a limit 
on the amount for which the state 
would be liable in the event any 
player was injured while on loca- 
tion within its boundaries. In case 
high-salaried actors were hurt, the 
film companies would have been 
liable for plenty of damages. 

First to invade Arizona since the 
repeal is Columbia’s “Bonanza” 
troupe. Gene Autry will make a 
picture there when he completes 
his current production, “Rim of the 
Canyon,” and Republic and 20th- 
Fox are scouting location spots 
there. 





Baltimore Theatre 


In 600G Trust Suit - 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

Windsor Theatre Co., of Balt- 
imore, asked $600,000 in treble 
damages last week in a suit filed 
in U. S. district court against the 
Walbrook Amus. Co., Hilton 
Theatre Co., and Thomas D. Gold- 
berg, president of both. Goldberg 
operates the Hilton and Walbrook 
theatres of Baltimore. 

Suit, filed by Haroid L. Schiis 
and John F. Clagett, claims the 
defendant companies operated 
their theatres for eight years in a 
manner to hurt the business of the 
Windsor theatre, a competing in- 
die, and that the defendants had 
the cooperation of various major 
distributors. Case is an outgrowth 
of an injunction and damage ac- 
tion filed in this district court here 
early this year against six dis 
tributors. 


| 
| 
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‘Musketeers’ Mighty $72,000, L.A. Ace; “ye oe aie .. Red Shoes’ Wows Hub With $1200; 


‘Regiment’ Marches to Fast $46,000, |, v»crcwsw zeit ne ex 
‘House’ Holds Road in 2d, Trim 376 


, guard” (RKO) (3d wk). 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
“Three Musketeers’ is swagger- 


ing to a smash $72,000 in three the- | $14,900. 


atres and getting top play as first- | 
runs currently and registering 
slightly better returns than last 
week Only other newcomer, 
“Rogue’s Regiment,” is marching 
along to a solid $46,000 in five 
houses 

“Road House” is pacing the hold- 
overs with an okay $37,000 on sec- 
ond session in five spots. “June 
Bride” was pulled after four days 
to land $21,500 in three locations 
in third frame. “Song Is Born” 
looks to hit $19,000 in six days in 
third round, two houses. “Belle | 
Starr” shapes mild session in 6-day 
second stanza, four spots. 

Ustimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and 
“Appointment with Murder” (FC) 
(2d wk-6 days). Fair $1,500. Last 
week, oke $3,500 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Prin-Cor) (834; 85-$1) — “Red| 
River” (UA) (6th wk). Oke $3,500 
or over. Last week, neat $4,800. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- | 


1)-—‘“‘Road House” (20th) and 
‘Money Madness” (FC) (2d wk-8 
dis). Okay $4,000. Last week, 
good $7,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—““Road House” (20th) and 
“Money Madness” (FC) (2d wk-8 
days). Good $7,500 or near. Last 
week, good $13,700. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— | 


“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and ' 


Sanctum Mystery” (FC), $3,600. 


$1)—“‘Rogue’s 
“Bungalow 13” (20th). Sock $19,000. 


L 
C 


Mystery” (FC), $7,700. 


Wwe 710: —‘‘Blood on Moon” (RKO) and} 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— re . : Ms 
se ” “NM ’ é > 9 Palooka In Winner Take All 
see ee eek See giost Tatlock’s Hefty $18,000 (Mone) (2d wk). Fine $16,000. Last 
Oke $4,500. Last week, nifty) Washington, Nov. 23. ee Paget mse ce et by 
$9,700. | Biz is way off in current session, Mo 4 Q ok a of radio show on 
Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—! with balmy weather driving the ““OMG4Y nights. 


“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and 


| 
Baltimore, Nov. 23. | 
Uneventful trade in most spots | 


Me” at New and “Miss Tatlock’s 
Millions” at Keith’s doing nicely. 
Sammy Kaye band is_ boosting 
“Bodyguard” to fine week at Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





Down to 








Born” (RKO) (2d wk), good $7,200. 


D.C. Dives on Weather- 
‘Mary’ Very Dull $6,000, 


“Blood on Moon” 
continues nicely in second round 
at Golden Gate. Elsewhere trade 
is mainly disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 


} amine hat Vien 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 1oldover while 


Regiment” (U) and 





“Countess Monte 
and “Inner Sanctum 


ast week, 
risto” (U) 


populace outdoors. “Miss Tatlock’s Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—"Road 


“Appointment Murder” (FC) (2d) “Appointment Murder” (FC) (2d) Millions” is surprisingly sturdy at | House” (20th) and “The Creeper” 
wk-6 days). About $2,000. Last | wk-6 days). Mild $2,500 or less. the Warner, despite mixed notices. be Fine $25,000. Last week, 
week. oke $4,200. | Last week, nice $4,700. “For the Love of Mary.” at RKO| aby Smiles At Me” (20th) and 


Downtown (WB) (1,757; 60-$1)— 
“June Bride” (WB) (3d wk). Slow 


100. 


Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) | ¢6 900. 


(902; 85-$1)—‘‘Red River” (UA) 


(6th wk). Good $10,000. Last week, | “June Bride” (WB) (3d wk). Solid 


“Three Musketeers” (M-G). Robust 
$7,000 in 4 days. Last week, $10,- | $19 000. 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— Keith’s,. is proving biggest flop in 


town, despite change of title for | days, fair $12,500. 


Last week, “No Minor) jocal run to “Washington Girl.”|,,, Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
| Vices” (M-G) (10 days), minor | Both roadshows, “Hamlet” at Little | Jute Bride” (WB) and “Homicide | 
and Playhouse, and “Red Shoes” For Three” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 

Wiltern (WB) (2.300; 60-$1)— at National, are steady and con-, $!3,000. Last week, fast $23,500. 


tinue. Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 








sturdy $11,900. \$7.500 in 4 days. Last week, Estimates for This Week Johnny Belinda” (WB) (3d wk). 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— | $11,000. | _ Capitol (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-74)— | Still fine $14,000. Last week, solid 

“Three Musketeers’ (M-G). Sock | “No Minor Vices” (M-G) plus $18,500. 

$18,000. Last week, “No Minor | vaude. Sluggish $18,000. Last|.,, St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 

Vices” (M-G) (10 days), $7,400. é ? ° week, “Road House” (20th) plus, Let's Live Little” (EL) (2d wk). 
El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— | am ef a acl vaude, fine $26,000. Disappointing $7,500. Last week, 

“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and | | Columbia (Loew's) (1.263: 44-74) | $9,000. ; 

“Appointment with Murder” (FC) “Red River’ (UA) (2d run). Above _ Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- 

(2d wk-6 days). Mild $1,500. Last average $8,000. Last week, “Julia .85)—“Kiss Blood Off Hand” (U) and 


week, fair $3,200. 
Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Mine Own Executioner” (Indie) 
(2d wk). About $1,800. Last week, 
$2,000. 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40) —‘‘Hamlet” (U) (4th 


000 and ahead of first two frames. 

Guild (‘FWC) (968; 60-$1)— 
“Rogue’s Regiment” (U) 
“Bungalow 13” (20th). Swell $6,- 
500 or near. Last week, “Countess 
Monte Cristo” (U) and 
Sanctum Mystery” (FC) $2,000. 

Hawaii ‘(G&S-Prin-Cor) 


85-$1)—‘‘Red River” (UA) (6th wk). | sale indicating capacity $15,500 in 


Nice $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 





wk), | ment for Peggy,’ smash at Impe- 
Fine $15,500. Last week, big $17,- | Tial. 


Misbehaves”’ “Racing Luck” (Col) (2d wk). Good 

$6.500. $12,000 or close. Last week, strong 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74) — $18,000. 

“For Love of Mary” (U). Renamed | __ United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 

“Washington Girl” for local tub | 59-85)—"Red River” (UA) (6th wk). 

thumping but still a dud at $6,000, Strong $9,000. Last week, $10,000. 


lowest in years at this spot. Last, . Stagedoor (Ackerman) 350; $1.20- 


(M-G) (2d run), okay 


$15,500, Toronto 


Toronto, Nov. 23. 
Top grosser this week is “Apart- 


“Hamlet,” “ idl dor _week, “Station West” (RKO), below $2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). 
| looks re gag A ee Vie ” t ‘hopes but plenty good enough Stout $11,000. Last week, sock 
miid side is “No Minor Vices” at) ¢19 9909, $11,200. 


and | Uptown. 


“Inner | “Hamlet” 
| Rank unit in Canada opened Mon- | 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— | 


“June Bride’ (WB) (3d wk). Nice | “Apartment for Peggy” (20th). Ter- | 

7.500 in 4 days. Last week, good | rific $19,500. Last week, “Rope” 
_ | (WB) (2d wk), big $11,200. 

(Prin-| 

Cor) (512; 85)—"“Red River” (UA) | «Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) (4th wk). 

Last | Still holding up at nifty $8,000 or | €T- 


Iris (F WC) (828; 60-85—“Rogue’s near after last week’s $9,300. 


Regiment” (U) and “Bungalow 13” | 
Last 
Monte Cristo” 
(U) and “Inner Sanctum Mystery” | 


85)— 


11,500. 


Hollywood Music Hall 


(6th wk). 
week, $2,900. 


About $2,500. 


(20th). 
week, 


Very good $6,000. 
“Countess 


(FC), $3,000. 


Laurel (‘Rosener) (890; 


“Room Upstairs” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Good $2,000. Last week, $2,900. 


60-$1)—“‘Road House” 
“Money Madness” 
days). 
socko $30,300. 


Loew’s State (Loews-WC) ee’ 
(20th) and | ,, : ted A «cp.| Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74) — " 
(FC) (2d wk-8| No Minor Vices” (M-G) and “Se- | “Tatlock’s Millions” (Par). Town’ | Man 

; cret Land” (M-G). Okay $11,000 or| ~SU0CKS Billions ‘rar’. +0own s | Fuller 
Good $16,000. Last week, | oar Last week, “Hills of Home” champ, with hefty $18,000. Last | standout 


'(M-G) (2d wk), sturdy $10,200. 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.097; | 


60-$1)—‘‘Three Musketeers” ‘M-G). | 


| 
~ 


Smash $35,000. Last week, ‘“No| 
Minor Vices” (M-G). (10 days) 
$11,200. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)—| 
“Road House” (20th) and “Money 
Madness” (FC) (2d wk-8 days). ! 
Okay $5,500 or close. Last week, | 
good $8,900. 


Million Dollar 


“Smuggler’s Cove’ (Mono) 
runs), with Joe Lutcher 
others, on stage. Average $9,000 


(D’town) (2,093: | i gi is 
§0-85)—“‘Out of Storm” (Rep) and; 20! uP to 


expectations in most | 15 pix, more than half in topbudget| palace (C. Tt.) 
(2q| Situations. “Return of October” | Classification. “Julia Misbehaves” (M-G). 
orch. | at Loew’s State was hypoed at | $19,000. Last week, 


Last week, “Loves Carmen” (Col) 


and “S. O. S. Submarine” (SG) (2d 
Horace 
Henderson orch, others, on stage, 


runs), with Mabel Scott, 


“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). 
$17.500 after last week’s $18,200. 


Bride” (WB) (3d wk). Good $9,000, Week, mild $16,000. 
| after last week’s $11,200. | 


House” (20th) (2d wk). 
‘after last week’s okay $4,000. 


L’ ville Limping Albeit 


tee-off by p.a. of Terry Moore, and | 
locais like the racing theme. Nice | 
week looms. 
at Rialto is barely satisfactory. 


Little (Miller-Lopert) (287; $1.20-| Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 

Estimates for This Week $2.40)—“‘Hamlet” «(U) (5th wk).|—‘“Harpoon” (SG) and “SOS Sub- 
Hyland (Odeon) (1,354; $1-$1.50) | slipping a little, but still nice at Marine’ (SG). Hefty $7,000. Last 
(U). Latest Arthur | $4,500. Last week, $5,000. week, “Gallant Blade” (Col) and 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) | “Rusty Leads the Way” (Col) (m.o.) 


(1,106; | day (22), with eight-weeks advance —‘“Loves of Carmen” (Col) (24/5 days, $4,000. 
run). Good $7,500. Last week, United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 60- 
| aret week. “Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 85)—“Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) 
Imperial (FP) (3.373: 36-66)—, “Olympic Games” (EL), $6,500. (m.o.) (2d wk). Just $2,000 in 4 
National (Heiman) (1,590; 85- days. Last week, oke $2.500. 


$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Run- 
| Steady $10,000 for second succes- €aWay Daughter” (FC) and “Duke 
36-66)— | Sive week. Deadline extended from Of West Point” (FC) (reissues). 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 5, and maybe long- Good $7,000 or over. Last week, 
Second extension for this in| “Count Monte Cristo” (EL) and 
| four-wall deal. “Son Monte Cristo” (EL) (reissues) 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)—| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— | nice $8,000. 
Big| Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) (2d 

_ Wk). Very dim $8,600, and aimosi | , . 
Shea (FP) (2.386: 36-66)—“June | ® record low for a holdover. Last Fuller 


Playhouse (Lopert) (432; $1.20-| 

Tivoli (FP) (1.431; 36-66)—“Road | $?.40—"Hamlet é Sete | 
™ _Matinees slipping, but holding a S 

a Soe sturdy $8,500. Indefinite stay. Last | ned 

(2,743; 30-66) — | week, $9,500. 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096: 





Smash $16,000, 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 
S | strong newcomers are 
tilting biz here this week. The 
| Princess, sparking ‘Fuller Brush 
with morning giveaways of 
brushes and hand lotion, is 


aa -» Ae with smash session 
| week, “June Bride” (WB), below | «nN ot @ " — 
| expectations, but fine $19,000. Northwest Stampede” looks nice 


‘at Capitol. 
; | Estimates for This Week 
Rep’s 15-Pic Backlog 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


Loew’s ‘C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 

aut ee Case” (RKO) (2d wk). 
‘ ’ Republic is in its strongest posi- 2! Solid at $15,000 after sock $20,- 
October Fine $15,000 8 product-wise, in its 13-year 500 in first. 


Louisville, Nov. 23. | “Northwest Stam re i 

ey st § pede” (EL). Nice 

Biz is on slow side this week. |™sht (23). $13,000. Last w ae 2 
okay, but results are | This gives it record backlog to (RKO). — Velvet Touch 


Uptown ‘Loew) 

















. for Peggy” (20th) 

Estimates Are Net | om okay $12,700. 
Film gross estimates as re- 

ported herewith from the vari- 

ous key cities, are net, i.e, 


“Tatlock’s Millions” | “Fuller, Brush Man” (Col). 


$16,000. Last week, “Rachel 


Estimates for This Week Stranger” (RKO), steady $12,000. 





“Jungle Patrol” (20th) (2d wk), 6 


Mont’l; ‘Stampede’ 13G | 


Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)—)| 


‘Baby’ Happy 246, ‘Julia’ 326, 2d 


Boston, Nov. 23. 
Last week's solid biz around 
towh means a flock of holdovers at 
most houses this week. ‘When My 
Baby Smiles at Me” at Memorial 
is solid. “Red Shoes’ looks sock 


$9,500 in 6 days. Last week, okay 60)—“Julia Misbelayes | iMG) il| This Week $2,677,000 | on roadshow at Majestic. “Hamlet” 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) starter at $16,400. "| Cased "on 23 cities, 219 | SUI ls Ghay' on mo. as Beacon Hill 
“velvet Touch” ‘RKO and Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; theatres, chiefly first runs, tn- Estimates for rhis Week 
“Homicide for Three” (Rep) (2d 20-70)—‘Bodyguard” (RKO) plus cluding N. ¥ A eck | an ee a nl ee 
wk) Weak $9,500 Last week, Sammy Kaye orch. Leaning heavily Total Gross Same Wee 877.000 or we s > eT or _ ‘ In 
thin $13,000. on stage layout for fine $18,000 Last Year ....... $2,877, Fe ge in A A ee 
Paramount Hollywood F&M) Last week, “Northwest Stampede” | (Based on 21 cities, 211 —" after solid . $21,500 first 
(1.451: 60-$1) — “Velvet Touch” (EL) and vaude, mild $13,600. theatres). ae ©: . , poner ; 
(RKO) (2d wk) and “Homicide for Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | Sieemesmnmmnms 92.40)" ~- ee 7 800; 
Three” (Rep). Mild $8,000. Last 60)—“Tatlock’s Millions” (Par). F ’ | cek). D ta kay $7 Pe 2d 
week, $9,700 Sturdy $12,000. Last week, “Isn't wer i. — ft an e ay . dt at this 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; It Romantic” (Par), thin $6,800. ouse ur y fer teegtrtetend $7.500 pods: ae ae cae 
60-80)—“‘Song Is Born” (RKO) and Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— psa cna Aad ~ th eg . = 14th 
“Bodyguard” (RKO) (3d wk). Oke “The Plunderers” (Rep). » Modest . Brenton teeey parted add ‘g € yh 
$9,500 in 6 days. Last week, good $3,000. Last week, “Jungle Patrol’ et coe . sy on film 
ay [oe risc Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-80) 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)— New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 9 9 anak” tis Heme eli” (RKO) ee 
|“Rogue’s Regiment” (U) and “Bun- “When Baby Smiles” (20th). Solid | “She” (RKO) roe all aa “~ 
| galow 13” (20th). Great $9,500 or $14,000. Last week, “Road House” San Francisco, Nov. 23. | $17,500 after 2d_ wk), 
near. Last week, “Countess Monte (20th) (2d wk), $6,600. Football competition and perfect | od. aiter = surprising 
Cristo” (U) and “Inner Sanctum Stanl (WB) (3,280; 25-75)5— w as aad wed, og $23,000 first week. 
= a a an ae mey ve el weekend weather are proving NO|” Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-85)— 
Mystery” (FC), dull $4,600. June Bride” (WB) (2d wk). Hold- help to theatre biz here this stanza. “Sealed Verdict” (Par) and “Mil- 
Studio —— (FW Pas ag ing well at $12,000 after bangup In addition, the city is overloaded | }jon Dollar Weekend” (EL) (2d wk) 
fa gue’ ->gimen (U) a 77 ne . Paewggayr she i. 2. BL) (2 F 
“ongeiee 13" (20th). Fine $6,000 vam iemaaset) (1,500; 35-65) tuba teen ceases ata ae but wr se ee 
‘or over. Last week, “Countess _ “Station West’ (RKO). Fine not smash. “Kiss Blood Off Hands” M. (Ss 4) . e 
Monte Cristo” (U) and “Inner ¢)2 900. Last week, “Song Is|is doing good trade on Orpheum Jae Gee as, eee 


film opened very big with $3,200 
opening night turned over to local 
Red Feather drive. Socko $12,000 
looms on first week. Last week, not 
firstrun pix operation. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“When My Baby Smiles At Me” 
(20th) and “Bungalow 13” (20th), 
Solid $24,000, and holds a second. 
| Last week, “Station West” (RKO) 
and “Appointment Murder” (EL), 
!okay $20,000. 
| Metropolitan (MP) (4,367); 40- 
80)—“‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) and 
“Homicide for Three” (Indie) (4th 
| wk). Neat $18,000. Last week, 
$23,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) and 
“Big City” (M-G). Solid $19,000 
parse week after hefty $26,000 on 
irst. 2, 
Paramount (MP) (1-700; 40-80)— 
“Sealed Verdict” (Par) and ‘“Mil- 
lion Dollar Wekend” (EL). (2d wk). 
Okay $12,500 after neat $15,000 
for first. 

State (Loew) (3.500: 
“Julia Misbehaves’” ‘(M-G) and 
|“Big City” (M-G). Okay $13,000 
|after stout $18,000 for first. 


‘Squadron Leads 


| 


} 


40-80)— 





Philly at $26,500 


| Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
, Marking time until arrival of 
Thanksgiving holiday rush of new 
films, business is listless here. 
_ Trade was largely confined to the 
weekend and long list of holdovers 
is showing no great drawing power. 
‘Only newcomer of merit looks to 
‘be “Fighter Squadron,” just trim 
at Mastbaum. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— “In- 
/nocent Affair’ (UA) (2d wk). Mild 
$9,000 after okay $13,000 opener. 
| Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO). Fair $4,- 
500. Last week, “Red River’ (UA), 
| big $5,700 for second session. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—"“June 
| Bride” (WB) (2d wk). Slipped to 
'$17,000 after great $28,000 start. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘‘Kiss 
| Blood Off Hands” (U) (3d wk). 
‘Solid $15,000. Last week, $24,600, 
| Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—‘‘Road 
House” (20th) (3d wk). Hefty $16,- 
t--. in 5 days. Last week, boff $27,- 
| Goldman (Goldman) (1.200; 50- 
/99)—“Julia Misbehaves”’ (M-G) ‘5th 
i\wk). Okay $11,000. Last week, 
solid $14,500. 
| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
| —"Secret Land” (M-G) and “San 
| Francisco” (M-G) (reissue). Mild 
'$7,500 after big $12,500 opener. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 


‘history as it winds up two pix to-|.,C#Pitol ‘C. T.) (2.412; 34-60)—|—“Cry of City” (20th). Only $3, 


500. Last week, “Forever Amber” 
|(20th), great $7,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 


| 
(2,625; 34-60)— | ‘Fighter Squadron” (WB). Town's 
Big |leader at trim $26,500. Last week, 
“Apartment | “Johnny Belinda” (WB) ‘6th wk), 


| sock $16,200. 


Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94'— 


Smash “Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par). Fait 
and 


$5,500. Last week, “Walk Crooked 
| Mile” (Col), $6,500. 


| Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1.200; without the 20% tax. Distribu- Imperial (C. T.) (1.839: 26-45)—| Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
OKOrpheum. (D'town-WC) (2,210; 45-65)—"Song Is Born” (RKO) and| tors share on net take, when “The Search” (M-G) (3d wk). Con-|“Song Is Born” (RKO) (2d wk 
60-$1)—“Belle Starr’s Daughter”! “Bodyguard” ‘RKO) (m.o.). Mild| playing percentage, hence the (tinues sturdy $7,000 after $7,200 |Hefty $19,000. Last week, $28,500. 
(20th) and “Appointment with $3,500. Last week, ‘Four Feath-| estimated figures are net in- for second. | Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99'— 
Murder” (FC) (2d wk-6 days). So/!ets” (FC) and “Drums” (FC) ‘re-) come. ' M4. |, Orpheum ‘C. T.) (1,040; 26-45)— “Sofia” (SG) and “Argyle Secret 
so $7,000. Last week, lively | #ssues), solid $6,000. ; The parenthetic admission “Jezebel” (WB) and “Robin Hood” |(SG). Mild $10,000. Last week, 
$16 700. } Kentucky (‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) | prices, however, as indicated, |(WB) (reissues) (2d wk). Still |““Angels With Dirty Faces” (W B) 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— | —‘Forever Amber” (20th) and) jnelude the U. S. amusement siurdy $5,000 after solid $6,800 and “Drive by Night” (WB) (2d wk’, 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) and “Body-' (Continued on page 16) | tax. opener. ‘fine $9,200. 
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Rain, Cold Fail to Dent Chi Much: 
Lancaster Tilts ‘Baby’ Huge $65,000, 


“Cormen -Wheeler-Rose Marie Big 556 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

In spite of heavy raims and dip- 
ping temperatures, Chi film trade 
continues active with vaude houses 
battling it out this week for top 
grosses. Oriental is out ahead, p.a. 
of Burt Lancaster boosting “When 
My Baby Smiles at Me” to smash 
$65,000. A close second at the big- 
ger Chicago is “Loves of Carmen” 
plus Bert Wheeler and Rose Marie 
onstage. Should do fancy $55,000. 

“Snake Pit” at Garrick is head- 
ing for another terrific week with 
$23,000 for second. Elsewhere biz 
is light. “Saxon Charm” at Palace 
appears mild $18,000. “Night Has 
Thousand Eyes,” at Roosevelt, looks 
okay $16,000. Reissue combo, “Last 
Days of Pompeii” and “She” in 
third Grand week, is solid $13,000. 
“Johnny Belinda,” also a_ third 
weeker at State-Lake, looks trim 
$22,000. 

Advance for roadshowing of 
“Hamlet” at Apollo, starting Nov. 
24, is heavy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) 
and “Young and Willing” (UA) (re- 
issues). Weakish $5,000. Last week, 


“Adventures Gallant Bess” (EL) 
and “Enchanted Valley” (EL), 
$6,000. 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) with Bert 
Wheeler and Rose Marie topping 
stage show. Lofty $55,000. Last 
week, “Roadhouse” (20th) with Ink 
Spots and Peter Lorre in person 
(2d wk), sturdy $50,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Snake Pit’ (20th) (2d wk). An- 
other tremendous week at smash 


$23,000. Last week, great $25,000. Sanctum” (FC). (m.o). Average $4,- | 
(1,500; 50-98)— | 500. Last week, “Johnny Belinda” | 


Grand (RKO) 
“Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues) (3d wk). 
Sharp $13,000 likely. Last week, 
big $16,000. 7 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘‘Baby Smiles at Me” (20th) with 
Burt Lancaster p.a. Sensational 
65,000 looms. 

ecretary’ (UA) and Pee Wee 
Hunt, Bobby Breen, Jon and Son- 
dra Steele (2d wk), $36,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Saxon Charm” (U). Mild $18,000. 
Last week, “Race Street” (RKO) 
(2d wk), oke $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes” (Par). 
Fairly okay $16,000. Last week, 
— Blade” (Col) (2d wk), $9,- 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—"Johnny Belinda” (WB) (4th wk). 
Holding exceptionally well with 
$22,000 probable after big $27,000 


on third. 

Surf (indie) (650; 85)—“Twany 
Pipit” (U) (2d wk). Mildish $2,500. 
Last week, $3,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98)—‘‘Let’s Live Little” (EL) (2d 
wk). Dropping off to light $10,000. 
Last week, $13,000. 
$ Woods (Essaness) 

Song Is Born” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Good $14,000. Last week, nice 


$16,000. 

World (indie) (587; 80)—‘Lost 
One” (Col) (2d wk). One of best 
eeers here this year. Socko $6,- 


00. Last week, wow $7,200. 


Near-Bliz Bops Mpls.; 
Pitfall’ Slight $11,000, 
‘Blood’ Very Slow 96 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

Winter's first frontal assault 
that brought a near-blizzard over 
the weekend trade is clipping the 
boxoffice here. Exodus of fans to 
Minnesota-Wisconsin football game 
at Madison, Wis., was another ad- 
verse influence. “Pitfall” and ‘Kiss 
Blood Off Hands” Shape as top 
newcomers, both mild. 


Estimates for This Week 





m Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
Johnny Belinda” (WB) (m.o.) 
Solid $8,000. Last week, “Apart-| 


ment for Peggy” (20th) (2d wk), 
neat $6,500. 


“ Gopher (Par) 
frontier Badmen” (Indie) and 
Diamond Frontier” (Indie) (reis- 
sues). Moderate $3,000. Last week, 
16 Fathoms” (Mono) and “Smug- 
Bler’s Cave” (Mono), same. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Cry 
of City” (20th) (m.o.). Light $4,000. 
ast week, “Fighting Seabees” 
(Mono) and “Flying Tigers” (Mono) 
(reissues), $5,000. 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70) — 
Private Life Henry VIII” (FC) 
‘relssue). Very good $2,000. Last 


(Continued on page 16) 


Last week, “Dear | 


(1,073; 98)— | 


(1,000; 40-50)—., 





¥ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week $603,500 
(Based on 17 theatres) 
Last Year ..... .. $659,000 


(Based on 23 theatres) 





| 
i 


‘Blood NSG 126, 


-Indpls.; Eyes’ 106 


| 
| Indianapolis, Nov. 23. 
| First run spots here are feeling 


| the terriffic draw of Sonja Henie’s | 


| Hollywood Ice Revue at Coliseum 
| this week. Top grosses are modest. 
|Current leaders are “Kiss Blood Off 
| My Hands” at Indiana and “Return 
|of October,’ which had _ starlet 
| Terry Moore in person at Loew’s 
| opening day. But neither are big. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
| 65)—“‘Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) 
|and “Disaster” (Par). Fair $10,000. 
| Last week, “June Bride” (WB) and 
| “Inner Sanctum” (FC), $12,000. 


| Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65y—| 
\“‘Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) “Es- 
i;cape” (20th). Moderate $12,000. | 


| Last week, “Song Is Born’ (RKO) 
|and “Appointment With Murder” 
| (WB), ditto. 

| Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — 
“June Bride’ (WB) and “Inner 


|(WB) and “Here Comes Trouble” 
| (UA) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
‘“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Leather Gloves’ (Col). Passable 
$11,000. Last week, “Red River” 





(UA) and “Surrender Dear” (Col) 
(2d wk), nice $9,000. 
Lyric (G-D) (2,800: 44-65) — 


“Hunted” (Mono). and “Dude Goes 
West” (Mono). Tepid $5,000. Last 
week, “Four Faces West” (UA) and 


same. 


Tatlock’s’ Rich $16,000 
Brightens Dull Denver 


Denver, Nov. 23. 
Despite a generally offish tone 
here this stanza, “Miss Tatlock’s 
Millions” shapes great at Denham, 





standing picture. “Johnny Belinda” 

is good at Denver but only fair at 

Esquire. “Pitfall” looks slow at 

a and very dim at Web- 
z. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
|““Paradine Case” (SRO) and “Gay 
| Intruders” (20th) (m.o.). Thin $2,- 
'500. Last week, “Rope” (WB) and 
“Big Punch” (WB) (m.o.), $3,500. 

| Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘‘Red River” (UA) (4th wk). Good 
| $8,000. Last week, fine $10,500. 

| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—**Tatlock’s Millions” (Par). Great 
$16,000. Holds. Last week, “Isn’t 
It Romantic” (Par) (2d wk) and 
“Black Eagle” (Col), dim $6,500. 

| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
'“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Win- 
ner Takes All” (Mono), day-date 
_with Esquire. Good $15,000. Last 
| week, “Paradine Case” (SRO) and 
| “Gay Intruders” (20th), $16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 








“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and ‘“Win- | 
ner Takes All” (Mono), also Den- | 


ver. Mild $2,500. Last week, “Para- 
dine Case” 
truders” (20th), $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) 


modest $10,000. 
$21,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— | 


“Pitfall” (UA) and “‘Meet Me at 
Dawn” (20th), also Webber. Slow 
$7,000. Last week, “Raw Deal” 


(EL) and “In This 
good $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘Raw 
Deal” (EL) and “This Corner” 
(EL) (m.o.). Dim $1,000. Last week, 
“Shores Tripoli” (20th) and “Fight- 
ing Lady” (20th) (reissues), good 
$3,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—"Pit- 
fall” (UA) and ‘“‘Meet Me at Dawn” 
(20th), also Paramount. Very dim 
$1,500. Last week, “Paradine Case” 
(SRO) and “Gay Intruders” (Mono), 
fair $2,500. 


Corner” (EL), 





“Song of Adventure” (Rep), about | 


and will hold. It is the week’s out-_ 


(SRO) and “Gay In-, 


and | 
.“Close Up” (EL) (2d wk). Down to | 
Last week, smash | 


‘BABY’ BRISK $12,000, 


Seattle, Nov. 23. 

Biz is spotty this stanza. “Baby 
Smiles At Me” shapes stout despite 
this and “Kiss Blood Off Hands” 
is big. “Tatlock’s Millions” looks 
great. 

Estimates for This Week © 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO) (m.o.). Solid $5,- 
000. Last week, “Race Street” 
(RKO) and “Olympic Games” (EL) 
(2d wk), new low at $1,900. 





“Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U).and 
(FC). 


| Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)—| 


“Miraculous Journey” Big 
$1 1,000 or near. 
oms Deep” (Mono), okay $8,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 50-84) 
|;—"‘When My Baby Smiles” (20th) 
and “Escape” (20th). Stout $12,- 
000. Last week, “Julia Misbe- 
haves” (M-G) and “Secret Land” 
(M-G) (3d wk), big $9,700. 

Liberty (Ind) 
“Tatlock’s Millions” 
“Disaster” (Par). 
|Last week, “Song is Born’ (RKO) 
and “Leather Gloves” (Col) (2d 
wk), $8,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
|‘“Belinda” (WB) and “I Surrender” 
(Col) (4th wk). Good $3,500 after 
wow $5,700 last week. 


(Par) 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84) 
—‘Velvet Touch” (RKO) and 
i‘Golden Eye” (Mono). Very dim 


$4,000. Last week, “This Is N. Y.”’ 
(UA) and “Creeper” (20th) also 
limp at $5,200. 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— | 
“Sofia’”’ | 
Okay $7,500. Last | 


“June Bride” 
'(FC) (2d wk). 
| week, great $13,300. 


(WB) and 


| —Duel in Sun” (SRO) and “Wrong 
(Continued on page 16) 


“Plunderers’ Oke 
$17,000 in St. Loo 


- St. Louis, Nov. 23. 
Holdovers are predominant at 





the mainstem houses this week ,but | 


biz is‘slightly on upgrade after 
all-day rain Sunday (21). “Julia 
Misbehaves” is the standout new- 
comer with a big session at Loew’s. 
“Sealed Verdict” also looks nice at 
the Ambassador. “The Plunderers’”’ 
shapes okay at the Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 


|—“‘Sealed Verdict” (Par) and “Isn’t 


/It Romantic’ (Par). Fine $18,000. 


| Last week, “June Bride” (WB) and | 
(RKO), big. 


| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“The 
'Plunderers” (Rep) and “Angel on) 


and “Variety Time” 
$22,000. 


'Amazon” (Rep). Trim $17,000. Last 
| week, “Baby Smiles at Me’”’ (20th) 


‘and “Jungle Patrol” (20th), $21,000. 


“Julia Misbheaves’” (M-G). Big 


$22,000. Last week, “Red River” 


| (UA) and “Manhattan Angel” (Col) 
(2d wk), $14,000. 


| Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 


Belinda” (WB) 
for Peggy” 


and 
(20th) 


| “Johnny 
_“Apartment 


(m.o.) (4th wk). Fancy $8,000 after | 


$11,500 for third stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
| “Red River” (UA) and “Manhattan 
Angel” (Col) (m.o.). Nice $6,500. 
Last week, ‘“‘“Mummy’s Tomb” (SG) 
and “Mummy’s Ghost” (SG) $5,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Bele Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and 
“Smuggler’s Cove” (Mono). Oke 
$6,500. Last week, “Night Has 
1,000 Eyes” (Par) and “Angels in 
Exile” (Rep) (m.o.) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60) — 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) (3d _ wk). 
Lively $5,500 following $7,500 for 
second session. 


Last week, “Dude | 
|'Goes West” (Mono) and “16 Fath- | 


(1,650; 50-84) — | 
and | 
Great $12,000. | 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) | 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) —. 





Broadway firstruns are marking 
|time for the most part this week, 
| with film deluxers expecting some- 
ithing of an upturn Thanksgiving 
|Day (tomorrow). Mild weather 
after Friday’s heavy rain did not 
help business although last Sunday 
(21) turned out surprisingly good. 
Friday downpours, just as night 


| much trade. Arrival of Thanksgiv- 
ing week means the launching of 
numerous new bills, and this 
should help relieve desultory hold- 
over situation. 

Pacing the newcomers unveiled 
|during the last seven days is 
“Kissing Bandit” at the Capitol, 


backed by Jane Powell, Joey 
Adams, Tony Canzoneri, Mark 
| Plant, Shep Fields band. First 


| stanza looks sturdy $79,000, with 
second week starting tomorrow. 
“Fighter Squadron” with Frankie 
Carle orch and Tim Herbert head- 
ing stage bill shapes very good 
$60,000 at Strand albeit not up to 
hopes since first session ending 
|tomorrow includes Thanksgiving 
| Day trade. 
“Baby Smiles At Me” lus 
| Mickey Rooney topping stageshow 
|teed off very strong yesterday 
(Tues.) at Roxy. Ambassador, with 
“Street of Shadows,” a French 
firstrun for a change, is doing 
|nicely at $8,500. 
Biggest holdover, of course, is 
|“Joan of Arc,” with smash $55,000 
for second stanza at Victoria. 
| “Blood on Moon” is holding up 
smartly at $24,000 in Globe second 
frame. ; 
| “Snake Pit” still is going great 
| guns with $49,000 for third Rivoli 
| week. This is not far from initial 
|round’s pace even though trade 
elsewhere is uneven. 
| Paramount is bringing in “Tat- 
| lock's Millions” plus Stan Kenton 
|orch, Nellie Lutcher, Red Buttons, 
: Raul & Eva Reyes for its 22d anni- 
show today (Wed.). 
Music Hall launches “Hills of 
Home” with new stageshow tomor- 
row after three weeks of “Gotta 
Stay Happy.” Final week ending 
today slipped fe around $102,000, 
only fair. 
| “Last Days of Pompeii” 
“She,” reissue combo, still is sur- 
prisingly strong at $16,000 for 
fourth week at Palace. These 
oldies stay a few extra days past 
the fourth frame to bring “Canon 
City” and “Raw Deal” in on Dec. 1. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 55- 
$1)—“Street of Shadows” (Indie). 
One of initial firstrun French pic- 
‘tures to play here in some time 
is getting nice $8,500 in first week 
ending today (Thurs.). Last week, 
“Tragic Hunt” (Indie) (4th wk), 
$4,000. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—“Song Is Born” (RKO) (6th wk). 
| Fifth week ended last Monday (22) 
night was down to $18,000, after 
nice $25,000 for fourth. Stays un- 
til Christmas, with “Enchantment” 
(RKO) in next. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th wk). 
Current session ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks smash $17,000, with 
benefit of extra show Thanksgiving 
Day; fourth was $16,100. Stays on 
indef. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) plus 
Jane Powell, Adams-Canzoneri- 
Plant and Shep Fields heading 
stageshow. First week ending to- 
day (Wed.) climbing to sturdy $79,- 
000 or near. Stays. In ahead, 
“Touch of Venus” (U) plus Jean 
; Sablon, others, onstage (3d wk), 





Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 

Biz is continuing on the rosy 
side. “Miss Tatlock’s Millions” 
has the edge with a big week. 
“Kiss Blood Off My Hands” also 
is okay. Two other new bilis, 
'“Sealed Verdict” and “No Minor 
Vices” are moderate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U). Okay 
$13,000. Last week, “June Bride” 
(WB), $14,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“No Minor Vices” (M-G). Modest 
$7,500. Last week, “Julia Misbe- 
haves” (M-G) (3d wk), good $7,000. 
} Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 


Cincy Continues Bright: Tatlock’s’ 
Smooth $15,500, Blood’ Okay $13,000 


“Sealed Verdict” (Par). Average 
$8,000. Last week, “Hollow Tri- 
umph” (EL), mild $6,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘‘Red River” (UA) (3d wk). Po- 
tent $9,000 after roaring $14,000 


last week. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 


“*“Road House” (20th) (m.o.). Styl- 


lish $6,500. Last week, “Johnny 
Belinda” (WB) (m.o.), okay $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Tatlock’s Millions’ (Par). Big 
$15,500. 
(20th), hotsy $16,000. 

Shubert 
“June Bride” (WB). Moderate 
$5,000. Last week, “Song Is Born” 
(RKO) (m.o.), $6,500. 


shows got under way, washed out | 


and | 


Last week, “Road House” | 


(RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— | 


BY BRISK 512.000, Bandit’ -Stageshow Smack B'way 
Loud $79,000; Squadron -Carle Flies 
High 606, ‘Joan’ Sock 556 on 2d Week 


very dim $24,000, all-time low un- 
der present policy. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70- 
| $1.85) —“Southern Yankee” (M-G). 
| Opens today (Wed.). Final 5 days 
|of fourth week for “Kiss Blood Off 
| Hands” (U) dipped to mild $9,000 
|or close after $17,000 for third 
| round. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
| —“Blood on Moon” (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Initial holdover frame ending to- 
day (Wed.) shapes as very good 
$22,000 after fancy $28,000 for first. 
| Looks to stay at least four weeks. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘‘Road House” (20th) (3d wk). 
Off to fairly nice $26,000 in third 
round ending Friday (26) after 
solid $32,000 for second. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95) — 
“Last Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues) (4th wk). 
Fourth session ending Friday (26) 
looks to hold near $15,000, with 
help from Thanksgiving Day, after 
$17,500 for third’ week. House 
brings in “Canbdn City” (EL) and 
“Raw Deal” (EL) (2d runs) on 
Dec. 1. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-1.50) 
—‘‘Miss Tatlock’s Millions” (Par) 
lus Stan Kenton orch, Nellie 

utcher, Red Buttons, Paul & Eva 
Reyes onstage. This Par theatre 
22d anni show opens today (Wed.). 
Last week, “Sealed Verdict” (Par) 
with Frankie Laine, Connie Haines 
Jerry Wald orch topping stagebill 
(3d wk), fell back to okay $58,000 
with boost from couple of sneak 
previews; second week was very 
fine $70,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U) (3d-final wk). 
Final round is —— down to 
around fair $102,000; second was 
$122,000 a bit below hopes, but 
comparatively better than genes | 
week. “Hills of Home’ (M-G) an 
new stageshow open tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; -44-99)—“Ali 








Baba” (U) (reissue). Opens toda 
(Wed.). Second week of “Cras 
Dive” (20th) and “Man Hunt” 


(20th) (reissues) slipped to $9,000 
| after fancy $13,000 opener. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (9th wk). 
Eighth stanza ended last (Tues:) 
night very big $16,000 after $17,- 
200, capacity, for seventh week. 
Stays on indef. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—“Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Third 
stanza ending today (Wed.) looks 
to hold up in great style at $49,000 
or a bit better, after smash $57,- 
000 for a second. Holds, natch! 
House now averaging about $7,000 
daily after holding near $8,000 
daily first two weeks. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
“Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) plus 
Mickey Rooney, Rosaric & An- 
tonio. Borrah Minevitch, iceshow 
heading stagebill. Opened yester- 
day (Tues.), a day ahead of usual 
Wednesday opening, with strong 
trade. In ahead, “Unfaithfully 
'‘ Yours” (20th), Peter Lind Hayes, 
| Mary Healy, Jack Cole Dancers 
_topping stagebill ‘3d wk-4 days) 
was only $32,000 after mild $65,- 
| 000 in second session. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)) 
—‘Three Musketeers” (M-G) (6th 
| wk). Fifth round ended last (Tues.) 
night fell back to $28,000 or under, 
but still fine for this stage of run; 
fourth was $36,000. Continues. 
| Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
| “Fighter Squadron” (WB) with 
| Frankie Carle orch, Tim Herbert 
| heading stageshow. First week end- 
‘ing tomorrow (Thurs.) looks just 
' good at $60,000 albeit disappoint- 
ing considering Thanksgiving Day 
being included. Holds. Last week, 
third of “June Bride” (WB) and 
Vaughn Monroe orch, sturdy $54,- 





Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$2.40)—‘‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d 
| wk). Initial holdover week ending 
| today (Wed.) continues very sock 
| at $55,000 but off from first week's 
| gait. First round hit colossal $60,- 
/000 but below hopes. First week's 
total is about the same as best ever 
at nearby Astor. Picketing partly 
| blamed for inroads this session 
but generally offish tone of Broad- 
way probably hurt most. 








Team Grant, Arthur 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Cary Grant and Jean Arthur will 
co-star in “A Woman of Distinc- 
tion,” for Paramount. 

Picture will be made when 
Grant returns from Germany, 
|where he’s appearing in scenes for 
|20th-Fox, “I Was a Male War 
' Bride.” 
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Yanks Grudgingly Agree On Testing 
Brazil Plan But Still Thinks It’s Nuts 





1,500,000 Production 
Reached on Austro Disks 


Vienna, Nov. 16. 
The Austrian disk industry has 
reached an annual output of 1,500,- 


Drive Vs. Western Danee, Lit, Legit 


Set by Hungarian Red Government 





000, with ample raw materials 
Brazilian settlement pushed available for the five producing | + Budapest, Nov. 2. 
through by Gerald Mayer, head of . " ; - ig " ri The H : . me 
the international division of the Netherlands Indies Pix firms. Materials are all domestic, | Numerous Pix Indies e ungarian Communist Work 


Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
has now been accepted by the ma- | 
jors on a trial basis. Considerable | 


Houses Make Comeback 
Washington, Nov. 23. 


save shellac, which is imported. 
One drawback for domestic rec- 


ord sales is the shortage of phono- | 








Operating in Japan 


Policy of the Military Govern- 


'er’s Party will soon begin its drive 
/against “western - influenced” 
music, legit and literature, similar 


ary > © ‘omise en- Netherlands Indies, which had eae : /me ‘ i ‘eaki Ip | to i 
Ginccred by Mayer in a Aying trip about 350 picture theatres before @raphs and their high prices. | Parteis “and. monopolies has. pro-| This, as in the case of films; on 
to Rio has died down following an the war, most of which were | vided the impetus for many small | be a tough battle. Dance music 
understanding that the pact carrtes ga id rw ed pe gg ale |independents to step into film-/| lovers are still fond of the jazz 
a clause permitting reopening of 56 . ig oe _ # = os = | making, according to documentary | of Glenr Miller, Stan Kenton, 
the film treaty after four months. 99 ore catres have oeen producer Ed Simmel who recently | Duke Ellington, ete. Never before 


opened. Country is sorely in need 


Companies have therefore begun ae ; returned from a four-month stay | have so many American records 
to service their offices in Brazil] ©f Projection equipment and parts. . |in Nippon. He pointed out in New |been sold in Budapest. In those few 
with film again» Importation of this 1S controlled T B York last week that the Toho, | niteries which still manage to ex- 

Mayer’s compromise with the >Y the Dept. of Economic Affairs. 0 rl e ans Sochiku and “Daei organizations, | ist, bands play 80% American mu- 
Brazilian Price Control Commis-| , Due to shortage of foreign ex- the biggest pre-war producing | sical hits, while the rest are Hun- 


change, a quota system has been 
set up which limits the U. S. io 
55% of exchange made available 
for that type of importations. Of 
the 55%, 10% must be used for 


sion fixes a 42% ceiling on average 
rental which any one exhib can pay 
to a Yank distrib. It bans deduc- 
tions from rentals of any expenses 
which are not specifically covered 








London, Nov. 23. 
A British production program 
which will involve a cash outlay in 
excess of their anticipated total of 











companies are well in the process 
of dissolution. 

As a result, Simmel said, there 
are numerous indies operating in 


the Tokyo area as well as at Kyoto | 


























| garian jazz numbers, which—ac- 
cording to the Communist line— 
are just as rotten, liberal, “formal- 
istic.” . 

Hungarians who like to dance— 




































































t} licensin agreements. 'ePlacement parts. Philips, the frozen coin is planned by Metro at | Where there are also studio facil- | : ~> hag Pace 3 
aPAaa wae the a tr the Dutch manufacturer, will be lim- its Elstree Studios. : ng |ities. Although the Japanese ioe eee ne Taco : 
commission fixed a flat 40% limit | ited to 25%. In 1948, the U. S.| First production in the new pro- | dustry turned out annually about | (fungarian popular dance). not | | 
on percentage pix of all distribs. has managed to get 42 sound pro- gram, “Edward, My Son.” with | 2 Pictures before the war, cur- | speaking of so-called “Soviet "taon* I 

Foreign dept. chiefs have agreed jectors in. Spencer Tracy starring, is com- | rent production is nowhere near! or Soviet popular music siete | 
to give the deal a fling, although plete and scheduled for presenta- that figure due to the woeful | one may hear only by accident 
there is conviction among some ° tion soon. Studio floor is now held —— of equipment and raw | oy if there are some Russian guests 
that pe unworkable. ae trial ] S ac by the Robert Taylor-Elizabeth | S*°°*: }at the respective spot. ] 
run fails to prove satisfactory, ma- | Taylor starrer, “Conspirator,” radi 6 . . 
jors will ai spe ig a better com-| P which Victor Saville*is directing. | * Pan Bron Sat AEN ctamenn' cs : 

‘omise with ie commission or ea , 3 : : ery : : : vee 
Seat ity. ruling te Meastiion Pep Int > Se P IX Industr Star ak tar Chemie con 7 
peop ' ‘ rl - ac S = ox budget-class, and will be | other tool for Communist and anti- ! 

: ollowed by “Quo Vadis,” skedded | American propaganda. \ 

— | , to cost around $1,200,000, and on | ' 

hed - London, Nov. 23. he ee ee | In legit, the government hasn't 
British $20,000,000 Pix | _Unrrovoked attacks ‘on the part eh, preparatory work is now | Seen F al From Out haq much success either. “Bour- 
. : played by American interests in With world distribution assured | geols culture” still dominates it. c 
Finance Bill Headed For coe ee eee Rai through the M-G organization, the | Mexico City, Nov. 16. ea on Gy Fmng ~ esp I 
h to tee Gastinasantary F scnn dad an company is bringing over topflight | Mexican pic trade, badly bent by comedies Sad apneaiten have deat , 
Commons De ate Dec. Li sconnel crisis in the British in- tl pogo es yd each produc- | the economic depression, is far good business, while American 

Full dress Parliameitary debate | 4uStry, has brought a spirited re- will iteg ve sid ‘Holly: cor an! ge — es os see eacome |plays have had record attendance, 
on the National Film Finance Corp. | SPOS from the Motion Picture tists In this - Brith Age tall s “ aan - meentat veers & | Such as Saroyan’s “Time of Your 
will take place in the House of | 45S". of America. lat present 1 se a ae ae jab an8 SOE Serra Rojas, ex- | Life,” van Druten’s “The Voice of 
Commons Dec. 1. when the second| _ Both the originator of the House | *t I esen almost unknown in the | la 01 minister, in taking over as | the Turtle.” Gow’s and D’Usseau’s k 

; wey ad . f hs dee states, will be introduced to Amer- | chief of the film trade’s own bank, | “ "” illi 
reading of the measure will be|®£ Commons debate, Raymond ican audiences. tl eumtad the \the amen. Masi own bank, | ‘“‘Deep Are the Roots” and Lillian n 
moved by Harold Wilson, president | Blackburn, M.P., and Wilson com- | “2? ‘nces, thus enhancing the the Banco Nacional Cinematog- | Hellman’s “The Little Foxes.” s 

of pag Bae b> ’ 'plained that th : - _| appeal of future productions in | rafico. 
of the Board of Trade. egg . at 7 present difficul- | nich they may appear “ge ae | 1 

ong : _. {ties in the industry were due in ‘ seo le trade has junked a lot of | > a 
Mtg yg > of yee on Thurs- | part to the fact that American pro- | fancy stuff, he said, and is now Ar P | d t Hi n 
day | followed the ormal first ducti . stat ed reall : ; : g. IX Nn us ry it 
reading fa the Benes 66 Siemens | uction in Britain had fallen short BR T y getting down to serious | 5 
the previsun dup cian - aie legis. | °! the number of films expected. | ISH INDIES PITCH |work. He branded as “alarmist” B Bl k M k D W 
a Rtg eg de ie Wilson | The facts are, says the MPAA. : | rumors about wholesale shuttering | y ac ar et ue fi 
endat tax We ae eae that American interests own three FOR THAT GOVT COIN of the Mexican pic trade. Banker n 
Film Production (Special. Loans) | British studios. The 20th-Fox : also said his bank will function To Raw Stock Shortage . 
Bill.” : : ~’ |studio at Wembley was requisi- London, Nov. 23, | Strictly on a business basis and | Buenos Aires, Nov. 16 : 
: a C8 : tioned during the war and dam- >pende “iti . .. | cease backing highly speculative | es oe S| 

Adherin t} P . and dam Independent British producers : Be y Speculative | — 
line perensy ng Was teat ee aged, and subsequent efforts to ob- have begun dickering i pi productions. Strictly business pol-|,, S¢@rcity of raw stock caused by b 
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Parisian Gaiety Whirls on Despite 
Rising Prices and Political Stress 


By CYNDA GLENN 
Paris, Nov. 19. 

Now that the elections are over 
(French and American) a certain 
calm seems to have settled over 
Paris; they are just about getting 
over the shock of Pres. Truman 
winning. ; 
Parisians were quite sure Gov. 
Thomas A. Dewey was “in” and 
you could have placed a bet any- 
where. It’s with a sigh of relief 
that they heard the returns, as 
most were afraid what a change in 
government at home might bring. 
Some of the war talk has quieted 
down, and with their own govern- 
ment so unsettled there seems to 
be only two kinds of Frenchmen 
pro-American or pro-Russian. Men- 
tion their own leaders and politics 
and they just shrug their shoulders 
and say “oo la la” and hope for the 
best. They know they are in the 
middle and that the Russian bear 
is everywhere; in fact, too close not 
to be just a little on his side. 

Outside Pershing Hall in the Rue 
Pierre Charron (which is the Amer- 
ican Legion headquarters) French 
police were on guard all election 
day and night, and if one didn’t 
really know what was going on you 
would have thought all blazes 
broke loose; the loudspeakers were 
going full blast and the place was 
jammed with French and Ameri- 
cans until 4 a.m., listening to the 
returns. It could be compared to a 
solithern clambake, rodeo, or an 
American Legion convention any- 
where. 





Prices Upped 15% 


Those who say things are cheap 
by looking through a dollar sign 
should get around a little more, 
since the prices have upped again 
15° on most everything that 
makes life worthwhile. The French- 
man finds it pretty tough even to 
see his motion picture once a 
week. I am not speaking of those 
few that pack the four or five big 
nights clubs every night (and usu- 
ally half of that “take’’ consists of 
foreign money). A thousand francs 
still means a great deal to some- 
body who only makes 10,000 a 
month and has a family; that is 
the ordinary working man’s salary 
over here, while to Americans 1,000 
francs is just $3. In the theatres. a 
good actor who, at home, would be 
getting from $300 to $500 a week 
(and I mean with a name) fights to 
keep his salary up to $7 or $8 a day. 
Once again.,not speaking of the few 
Edith 
Piaf, who work on percentage and 
sink or swim depending on their 
draw. As long as the prices stay 
the way they are and the salaries 
Stay the way they are there will be 
riots and trouble. The people could 
be very happy if they could just 
have the simple things for them- 
selves and their families; and 
though most are afraid of De 
Gaulle and a dictatorship it looks 
(from the results of the last elec- 
tions) as though he might now have 
a chance. The French are unpre- 
dictable, and on Armistice Day the 
Communists used the usual parade 
to stage a riot where several peo- 
ple got hurt and two Red members 
of Parliament were arrested. 


Regardless of the _ headlines, 
American celebrities still make 
Paris a must. The big hotels are 
now well heated, and you don't 
hear so much screaming about the 
cold over at the George V. The bars 
are jammed and the Prince of 
Wales has become just. as popular 
as the George V, if not more so. 
At around seven o'clock, if you 


haven't reserved a table, it’s im-. 


possible to get in. Perhaps the fact 
that every night Franchot Tone 
holds forth at the roundtable with 
a mob of French and American 
celebrities has something to do 
with it. Tone and Burgess Mere- 
dith trying to finish off “Eiffel 
Tower”; guess they realize by now 
that over here time doesn’t mean 
very much and the weather hasn't 
helped with the outdoor shots. 
Danny Kaye passed through with 
his wife. Gene Kelly off to Rome 
but will be back to spend Christ- 
mas here. 


The night clubs are off to a 
800d midseason start and the UN 
being here has helped a great deal. 
It would be wonderful if some 
more American acf8 would come 
over. but it’s-always the same old 
Story—they just can’t pay off with 
those beautiful greenbacks. Be- 
Cause of the scarcity in talent Mau- 
rice Carrere made a wise move by 


Like everyone else, the! 


| bringing in one of the top bands— 
| Aime Barelli. He’s a favorite with 
| the French jitterbugs and blows a 
hot trumpet that reminds one of 
| Harry James; but for Carrere’s, 
which is “intime,” he has picked a 
new combination and plays a 
muted solo that stops the show. 
Good looking, with a pleasant sing- 
ing voice, he is just what this room 
needed. At the Club des Champs 
Elysees Bernard Hilda still holds 
forth and Jane Morgan, just back 
from America (and very happy to 
be back), has become a real Paris- 
ian tavorite. 

Henri Saivador has really come 
up since last year and is starring in 
a show at the Alhambra with Yves 
Montand and doubling at the Club. 


The Nicholas Bros. are back from | 
London and will follow Salvador. | 
and American | 


Everyone, French 


| 


alike, are anxious to see Katherine | 
Dunham and her troupe, due from | 


England. She has received a great 
deal of advance publicity and states 
that Jean-Paul Sartre, Picasso, and 
Josephine Baker are the people she 
preters to meet here. Latter goes 
into the new Folies Bergere in 
February and it is rumored she will 
again take over a night club. 
Bal des Oiseaux 


On Nov. 24 the Bal des Oiseaux, 
unquestionably the finest function 





Norman B. Rydge 
(Board Chairman, Greater Union 
Theatres, Australia) 
gives the Down Under show biz 
perspective on 
“Closer Liaison on 
Hollywood Production 
Distribution-Exhibition” 
* * * 
an editorial feature in the 
43d Anniversary Number 


of 
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Out Soon 


Majors Mull 
Joint Distrib 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 16. 
Major studios here are mulling 
plans to combine forces and set up 
distribution offices to take care of 
joint interests in the coming year, 


not only in the Argentine hinter- 
land but throughout the American 
continent. Efforts in this direction 





Arg. 


|are being fostered by the Secre- 


held in Paris in many years, will | 
be given in the ‘pink marble pal- | 
ace” which was built by Boni de | 


Castellane when he married Anna 
Gould at the beginning of this cen- 
tury. It is the finest private man- 
sion in Paris, a replica of the Grand 
Trianon in Versailles. Anna Gould, 


|release is 


“Juan Globo,” which 


who is now the Duchess of Talley- | 


rand, is currently living in America 
and has not been back in France 
since the war. It was occupied for 
the first time in many years during 
the war by German Gen. von Stup- 
nagel. It is a palace practically un- 
usable for private parties because 
it requires so much catering. It 
will be opened for the single night 
for the benefit of the French Red 
Cross. It requires 15 tons of coal 
to heat it for this one grand soiree 
It will be entirely lighted by can- 
dles flown especially from the U.S. 
At a given moment in the festivi- 
ties the Opera Ballet, artists from 
the Comedie Francaise, and the 
leading stars of the various music 
halls, will descend the’ grand 
staircase, lavishly attired, featur- 
ing brightly hued bird feathers, in 
keeping with the name of the Bal 


des Oiseaux, which means Ball of | 


the Birds. An authentic night club 
will be set up in the library, next 
to the swimming pool, and will be 
entirely decorated with live birds 


has been placed in charge of the 


be presided over by Princess G. 
de Polignac. Society and all others 
who can 
($15) entrance fee and an extra 
10,000 to get into the 100-seat night 
club will attend. If things continue 
like they did on Armistice Day 
around the Are de Triomphe, so- 


ciety will probably drive up in bul- | 


let-proof cars. 


COOPER PROMISES MORE 
BBC BLASTS IN BOOK 


London, Nov. 16. 
Wing Commander Geoffrey 
Cooper, M. P., who blew the lid off 
/song plugging and forced the offi- 
cial inquiry into graft allegations 
at British 





afford the 5,000 francs. 


Broadcasting Corp., is| 


going to dish out anether dose of 


shock treatment. 


under the title of “Caesar's Mis- 
tress.’ in which he tells the inside 


He has written a personal report 


story of his indictment against the’ 


BBC. including facts of the in- 
quiry conducted by Sir Vaientine 
Holmes, K.C 

Savs Cooper: “My book contains 
a lot of unpublished information 
on BBC activities with much of it 
supported by affidavits and sworn 


statements. Naturally it involves 
many famous people 
“I am also recommending a 


series of proposals for the com- 
plete reorganization of the admin- 
istration of the BBC which I think 
is long overdue, and I campaign in 
Parliament for Cabinet action in 
this direction.” 

The report will be issued in De- 
cember and a Parliamentary cam- 
paign by an influential group of 
MP.’s led by Cooper is being 
timed to coincide with its publica- 
tion. 


|of Universal-International. 
tending is Robert H. Weait, J. Ar-| 
|thur Rank’s rep in Latin America, 
|with Universal managers and direc- 
|tors from all other Latin-American 
|countries. 
| time a convention of these propor- 


tariat of Industry and Commerce, 
which controls all imports and ex- 
ports. 


Two local companies are ready- | 


ing preems of pix which have taken 
nearly all year to make, and their 


much ballyhoo. Interamericana is 
responsible for one of these pix, 


dian Luis Sandrini. Emelco, on the 
other hand, is describing its new 
picture, “Tierra del Fuego,” as the 
most important release of the year. 

Veteran actor Enrique Muino 
has taken over the reins at A. A. A. 
(Artistas Argentinos 
which was on the point of breaking 
up altogether. Muino and Angel 
Magana, together with director 
Lucas Demare and former manager 
Antonio Garcia Smith, have se- 
cured an option to buy out Alberto 
Lautaret and Pablo Cavallo (who 
head the country’s most important 
exhibitors’ circuit). It’s now up to 
the actor associates to find the 
dough to make this deal work out. 


DAFF PRESIDES AT U-I 
CONFABS IN ARGENTINA 


18. 
Pic- 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 
Early this week Universal 


tures teed off its Latin American | 


convention in Buenos Aires, with 


| Al aff, company chairman, pre-, 
of all descriptions. Maurice Carrere | " 


siding. Here especially for the 


c ; 1e powwow are Fortunat Baronat and | 
night club and the entire event will | 


Americo Aboaf, New York execs 
Also at- 


This marks the first 


tions has been held in Argentina. 

Daff submitted U-I’s program for 
1949, highlighting its unusual scope 
and stressing the quality of the 
next year’s crop of pix. Rank’s 
rep Weait, outlined his company’s 
schedule of British productions. 

Powwow winds up its sessions 
Saturday (27). 





Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Nov. 23. 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (23). 
“Anatomist,”” West (4). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (77). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (83). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (29). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (11). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (33). 
“Carissima,” Palace (37). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (65). 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (12) 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (78). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (7). 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd. (24). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (35). 
“Home Tomorrow,” Camb. (2). 
“Kid From Strat.” Princes (8). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (33). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilty (73). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (82) 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (11). 
“Rain on Just,” Ald. (12). 
“Saloon Bar,” Garrick (8) 
“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (1). 
“Solitary Lover,” Wint. (1). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (85). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (2). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (82). 





being surrounded by | 


stars come- | 


Associados), | 


British Indies Still Question Govt. 
Goodwill After State-Studio Nix 





Vaucorbeil to Haiti On 


| French Gaumont Filming 
| Max de Vaucorbeil, French 
‘rector on a visit to the U. S.. left 
for Haiti last week to prepare pro- 
'duction there on a picturization of 
Victor Hugo’s novel, “Bug Jargal,” 
for French Gaumont. Film, which 
will roll early next year, will be 
shot for most part on location in 
Haiti, with only a couple of se- 
quenees to be done in French stu- 
| dios. 

On his current Haiti trip, de 
| Vaucorbeil is accompanied by a 
| single cameraman for preliminary 
location shooting. Casting of the 
pic will be handled after the direc- 
tor’s return to Paris in three or 
four weeks. 





Brit. Musicians Union 
Protests Berlin Orch 
Visit at $20 Scale 


London, Nov. 16. 
Hardie Ratcliffe, general secre- 
| tary of the Musicians’ Union, has 


|called for the “non-cooperation of 
all British musicians” in his fight 
against 
Orchestra’s ‘gesture of 
ation” tour of Britain. 
is organized by Christian Action, 
an association formed to promote 
international understanding. Chair- 
man is Rev. J. L. Collins, dean of 
| Oriel College, Oxford. 

“Our union,” -Ratcliffe 
Collins, “is naturally anxious to 
insure, firstly, that there will not 
be undue interference with the 
employment opportunities of mu- 
|Sicians resident in Britain, and, 
secondly, that any foreign orches- 
tras that do visit Britain shall not 
undertake work that would be re- 
fused by our own members. or per- 
form on terms that would not be 
approved by this union 

“We were not consulted by 
Ministry of Labor and National 
Service before permission was 
given for the Berlin Orchestra to 
perform here. We now understand 
from the Ministry that members. of 
the orchestra will receive only £5 
| ($20) per week. Can you _ say 
whether this orchestra is member 
of any union of musicians in the 
German zone in which they reside 
and whether the arrangement un- 
der which they are visiting this 
country has been approved by such 
a union? 

“It would obviously be impossi- 
ble for any British orchestra to un- 
dertake a tour on terms similar to 
{those upon which members of the 


concili- 


the 


work. And it is therefore clear that 
the German-musicians are accept- 
ing conditions poorer than those 
that would have to be observed in 
the employment of our members. 

“Owing to the attitude of the 
Ministry of Labor and National 
Service towards our union—an at- 
titude that we think would not be 
tolerated by any other union—we 
were not aware until we received 
unofficial reports that the mu- 
'sicians would receive only £5 per 
week. We understand that the or- 
|chestra has come to Britain as a 
‘gesture of reconciliation.’ It is a 
| gesture that British musicians are 
'not likely to appreciate.” 


ITALY IS BEST MARKET 
FOR MEXICAN PIX NOW 


Mexico City, Nov. 16. 

Italy is the best current Euro- 
pean market for Mexican pix, with 
Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland and 
Finland next, according to survey 
made by Jaime A. Menasce, mana- 
ger of Suevia-Ultramar Films, 
newest Mexican producer-distribu- 
tor. Report is a big surprise here 
as the trade figured that Spain was 
the best bet in 
products. ’ 

But European biz for Mexican 
pix is snarled by the freezing of 
funds in practically all Old World 
countries, the report warned. It 
revealed that Mexican pic pro- 
ducers have now $1,000,000 (U. S.) 





Europe for its 


' frozen in Chili and $500,000 (U-S.) 
|in the Argentine. 


di- | 


the Berlin Philharmonice | 


The tour | 


wrote 


Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra will | 


+ London, Nov. 23. 

Independent producers, left high 
and dry by the flat rejection by 
| Harold Wilson, Board of Trade 
| prexy, of the modest proposals to 
|make studio space available at eco- 
|nomic rents, are now considering 
what steps they must take to keep 
themselves in business In any 
event, Wilson’s words remove some 
of the fears of “nationalization” of 
the industry that have been heard 
here. 

BOT president's categorical 
statement in the House of Com- 
mons Thursday (18) that it wouldn't 
be “expedient at the present time” 
for the government to build or 
| acquire a_ state-owned or state- 
managed studio, has left many of 
the indies wondering whether the 
|'government is sincerely concerned 
at the future of the British motion 
| picture industry. 
| Analysis of the report of the 
|committee of inquiry set up by the 
|; government last July under the 
chairmanship of Sir George Gater 
emphasizes the cautious outlook 
being adopted in official quarters. 
Recommendations of the _ panel 
were modest enough, but apparent- 
ly even these proposals are not to 
be implemented by the govern- 
ment. 

All the recommendations of the 
panel centered on a proposal to 
form a cooperative production or- 
ganization, whose primary function 
| would be the planning and execu- 
tion of an effective program, thus 
insuring continuous production 
which would be “vital to the suc- 
cess of the proposed studio and to 
the fixing of rents on an economie 
basis.” 

Remaining proposals are all “ifs.” 
If the government is satisfied that 
the producers have set up an ef- 
fective cooperative, if the govern- 
ment decides to provide studio 
space, and if it should decide to 
own the studios, the studios should 
be managed by a company ana- 
logous to the Film Finance Corp. 





But the concluding paragraph of 
the report warns the government 
that if producers fail to achieve 


an efficient organization, “it would 
be hazardous for the government to 
embark upon the provision of addi- 
tional studio space in any form 
Reasons for the Crisis 

Five reasons are given by the 
inquiry committee for the present 
position in British studios. 

Abolition of the distribs’ quota 
has reduced the flow of American 
capital. American producers, hav- 
ing no longer any obligation to ac- 
quire British films for distribution, 
have ceased to acquire them. 

Losses incurred through extrava- 
gance of production on the part of 
certain producers have discouraged 
financial backers. 

Other producers have made suc- 
_cessful efforts to reduce the time 
spent on the floor and so have in- 
creased accommodation available. 

Two large stages in the Associ- 
ated British Picture Corp. studio 
_have been recommissioned. 

Unsettlement of the industry re- 
sulting from the American boycott 
has made producers and their 
financial backers unwilling to un- 
dertake new ventures in produc- 
tion. 

Failure on the part of the gov- 

ernment to implement the report 
will inevitably be the main subject 
of discussion at Wilson's “crisis” 
meeting Monday (29) when the 
National Joint Advisory Council 
will convene to consider what steps 
should be taken to avert disaster 
lin the industry. Union interests 
| will demand immediate action, and 
try to compel Wilson to take a 
strong line to insure that sufficient 
product is available to protect the 
45° quota. 


Pinewood Studio Shakeup 
Cues Increased Pix Prod. 


London, Nov. 23. 

Threefold increase in production 
at Pinewood studios is foreshad- 
owed as a result of a shakeup an- 
nounced by the Rank Organization, 
Title of the coordinating company, 
Independent Producers, Ltd... is 
being changed to Pinewood Films, 
and its activities won't be restrict- 
ed as hitherto in servicing the in- 
dividual production units, but will 
itself engage in production. 

Z0oard of directors has been 
slashed from nine to three, with 
J. Arthur Rank and George Archi- 
bald continuing as chairman and 
managing director, and John Davis 
replacing the seven producer mem- 

| bers who served on the old board. 
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Harpoon 
fers interesting sea shots along 
with some good landscape angles. 
Screenplay developed by Paul 
Girard and Scott encased much 
stronger potential then film real- 
ized. Free. 





Grand Canyon Trail 
(SONGS-COLOR) 


Republic release of Edward J. nie 
roduction, Stars Roy Rogers; fe — me 
1 ne Frazee, Andy Devine Directec ) 


Screenplay, Gerald Ger 


William Witney Reggie Lanning; 


camera (Trucolor), 


eo i aS sic Nathan 
ijitor, Tony Martinelli; music, Ni 
Scott: songs. Jack Elliott, F oy Willing. 
1 1 deshow n N. Y¥. Nov. 18, °48. Running 
time, 67 MINS. an vo 
eg pe Jane Frazce 
Carol Martin ‘, pee Devine 
: Ba q 
Cookie ‘Bullfinc er nobert Livingston 
Bin Rill Roy Barcrott 


yave Williams i a ake 
; Malcolm Vanderpoo Charles Coleman 


Emmett Lynn 


Fda Carruthers é ag he 
oat oe oe _ James Finlay son 
a . r Tommy Coats 
« is 4 : ; aie 
Fes Williams & Riders of Purple Sage 





Rov Rogers, topping a good cast 
a well-turned color production, 


in luction, 
constitutes pre-sold boxoffice _ 
the Saturday matinee trade and a 


situations where action yarns spell 
healthy returns. “Grand Canyon 
Trail” rides along at a lively gait 
songs alternating with —— 
dashes of humor, hard riding anc 
plenty bursts from the six-shootcrs. 

The film is handsomely embel- 
lished with good sets depicting a 


for ‘production 
host town for added pro uctic 
Suaek. It’s one of the bette ote 
seen in this type of western, anc 


provides a reason for humor and 
action not too frequently seen In 
the cowpoke capers. 

Story is built along compara- 
tively simple lines having Rogers 
as a cowhand whose friends invest 
his savings in a doubtful silver- 
mining proposition. Inasmuch as 
the funds for which the stock W on 
bought is borrowed from the bank. 
the venture must prove profit-mak- 
ine or else. Rogers eventually is 
instrumental in locating a mother 
lor 

“obert Livingston provides the 
bulk of the villainy as the mining 
engineer who seeks to swindle 
Rogers out of his holdings. and 
Jane Frazee provides the slim ro- 
mantie interest as secretary to a 
financier who seeks to save hei 
emplover’s silver holdings. Major- 
itv of the humorous touches are by 
Andy Devine as Rogers’ buddy. Pei 
usual. Foy Willing’s Riders of the 
Purple Sage provitte song and rid- 
ine interludes. 

The Trucolor camera work 1s 
okav although prints have a gaudy 


seven quality at times. 
and un | Saas 





The Small Voice 
(BRITISH) 


London, Nov. 11. 

‘ish Lion release of Constellation 
Pine Anthems Havelock-Allan prodection. 
Stars Valerie Hobson, James Dona d. 
Harold Keel. Directed by Fergus Me- 
Donnell. Screenplay by Derek Ne me, 
Julian Orde, from novel by Rohert 
Wecterby: eamera, Stan Pavey; editor. 
Manvel del Campo;,music, Stanley Block. 
At Plaza, London, ‘Nov. 10, “48. Running 
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ime, 83 MINS, 

rccner ' ieeeee we eeaes Valerie Hobson 

pO. |) MTree eT eT James Donald 

Me, cu cveccusepekesaer: Harold Keel 

Jim David Greene 

Frankie Michael Belfour 

Potter Joan Young | 
Jenny Angela Foulds | 
Ken Glyn Dearman 

Police Supt......ccccee.- Norman Cl: ridve 

Inspector | wees rrr Edward Ex ns 

Naitland errr r yrs Bill Shine 

Dr. Vennell . ... Michael Horden | 
Be WOME. 65.4ssvedsece Edward P mer 


COMecte? cc cs ccewevens . Lyn Evans 
Anthony Havelock - Allan’s first 
independent production since his 


breakaway from Cineguild is a 
neatly contrived thriller, strong in 
suspense values. Obviously made 
on a modest budget, its lack of star 
names to put on the marauce is 
clearly a handicap in selling the 
pic to American showmen, but il 
should make a worthwhile dualer. 

Taken from the novel bv Robert 
Westerby, the story depicts the 
emotional conflicts experienced by 
three escaved prisoners who keep 
x playwright and his wife prisoner 
in their own home while trying to 
elude the cops. Apart from the 
opening shots, there’s little action, 
but there’s a good quota of sus- 
pense developed from the main 
si‘vation. 

Because there is so little action. 
the pic has to rely on the actors for 
its effect. James Donald, as the 
plavwright; Harold Keel, as the 
biz shot, and David Greene and 
Viehael Balfour as his two con- 
fc derates. turn in meaty, convine- 
in* studies. Valerie Hobson is very 
effective as the wife who becomes 
rennited with her husband, but 
while lesser roles are well cast, the 
Welsh accent of many of tie sub- 
sidiarv characters may p°~" to 
be a deterrent in the U. S. Myro. 


It’s Hard To Be Good 
(BRITISH) 


London, Nov. 11. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Two 
Cities film. Stars Anne Crawford, Jimmy 
Hanley. Directed by Jeffrey Dell. Screen- 
play by Dell; camera, 
editor, Helga Cranston; music, 
Hopkins. At Odeon, London, Nov 10, 
Kunning time, 93 MINS, 
James...... éweesaee 
Mary 
Williams 


48. 


. Jimmy Hanley 
Anne Crawford 
Raymond Huntley 


Sergeant Todd Geoffrey Keen 
Budibent - Elwyn Brook Jones 
Edward Beckett... ' David Horne 
Alice Beckett Joyee Carey 
Elien Beckett.......ccese- Muriel Aked | 


Lana Morris 
Edward Rigby 


Daphne 
Parkinson 


Essentially British in its appeal, 
“It’s Hard to be Good,” although 
possessing a theme with tremen- 
dous possibilities, is treated in a 
light, frivolous manner, almost 
bordering on farce. It’s a subject 
which should get by with native 
audiences, but be of little interest 
to American exhibs. 

Central character in the plot is a 
young ex-Army officer who comes 
out of the service with lofty ideals | 
and a Victoria Cross. Believing | 
that the cure for all the ailments} 
of the world is goodwill, he finds | 
that every time he puts his theory 
to the test, the results are pretty 
disastrous. 

Developed along more obvious 
slapstick lines, plot makes no at- 
tempt to come to grips with the 
issues raised, but prefers to poke 
gentle fun at the idealist. It’s not 
a production which makes consid- 
erable demands on the cast. Jimmy 
Hanley and Anne Crawford make 
an attractive romantic team, with 
good support from Raymond Hunt- 
ley and Geoffrey Keen. Myro. 





Hamnstad 


(Harbor City) 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm, Oct. 27. 
Svensk Filmindustri production and re- 
lease. _ Stars Christine Jonsson, Bengt Ek- 
lund; features Berta Hall, Erik Hell, Mimi 
Nelson, Birgitta Valberg. Hans Straat. Nils 


Dahigren, Harry Ahlin, Nils Hallberg. Di- 
rected by Ingmar Bergman. Screenplay, 
Bergman, based on story by Olle Lens- 
berg; camera, Gunnar Fischer: music, Er- 
land von Koch. At Cosmorama and Ka- 
paren, Gothenburg. Running time, 100 
MINS. 

Berit Nine Christine Jonsson 
Gosta ; oat Benet Eklund 


Berit’s mother 


Berta Hall 
Berit’s father 


Erik Hell 


Gertrud Mimi Nelson 
\liss Velander Birgitta Valberg 
Velander web wes Hans Straat 
Gertrud’s father... Nils Dahlgren 
Skaningen Harry Ahlin 
Gustay ‘ Nils Hallberg 
Mis. Krona Siv Ruud 
Novel treatment handed the 
time - honored “boy - meets - girl” 


theme in “Hamnstad” lifts it out 
of the otherwise ordinary bracket. 
Picture has great b.o. prospects in 
Scandinavia and should do well 
abroad. 

Sailor Bengt Eklund meets Nine 
Christine Jonsson at a Gothenburg 
dance hall, and falls for her. 
Lovers have several misunder- 
stands. However, the situations ad- 
just themselves and the fadeout 
finds them firmly reunited. 

Competent direction of Ingmar 
Bergman as well as_ his crisp 
screenplay put plenty of entertain- 
ment values into the footage. Han- 
dling her first important role, Miss 
Jonsson registers auspiciously. Ek- 
lund is dashingly realistic as her 
vis-a-vis while supporting cast 
,-measures up. Wind. 





The Man to Men 
(D’'Homme a Hommes) 
(FRENCH) 

Realiations D’Art Cinematographiques 
release of P. Albert and R.1.C. (Genveve) 
Production. Stars Jean-Louis Barrault, 
Bernard Blier, Helen Perdriere. 
by Christian Jaque. Original screenplay 
by Charles Spaak and Christian Jaque. 
Camera, Christian Matras. At Hermitage, 

Nov. 19, 48. Running time, 112 MINS. 
Henri Dunant....... Jean Louis Barrault 
Coquil'st 
Elsa Kastner. . 
Routorbe... 
\ovnier ind iMéh web eae 
General Dufour Le 
la Mere De Dunant... 
De Lormel Pal aetna 
Napolean, II 
Cocher Piemontais..... 
Docteur Basting 


Louis 


Dennis D’Ines 
Berthe Bovy 
Maurice Escande 
Jean Debucourt 
Fernand Rauzena 
Groeneveld 
France can be proud of this one. 
“Man to Men” is set for exporta- 
tion to the states next month and 
should dc well at the foreign film 
b.o. since it’s one of France's best 
efforts. P. Albert, who produced 
“Grand Illusion,” has surrounded 
himself with some of the best 
talent in France and the results 
are commendable. Though the 
motion picture is a tribute to Henri 
Dunant, founder of the 
tional Red Cross, it is also a 
tribute to the acting ability of 
Jean-Louis Barrault. 
Plot of the pic is thin and only 
skillful direction, acting and cam- 


erawork keep the interest high. 
Director Christian Jaque uses 
finshback technique, with Dunant 
himself telling his story. Coming 
back from Algeria to protest to 
Napoleon III about conditions in 
Africa, Dunant is caught in the 


Laurie Friedman; | 
Anthony | 


Directed , 


Bernard Blier | 
Helene Perdriere | 
Seigner | 
Abel Jacquin | 


| Battle of Solferino where he wit- 
nesses the slaughter of POW’s and 
wounded soldiers. After caring for 
the wounded, Dunant gets his idea 
.for an International Red Cross 
which will be respected by all com- 
‘batants. His efforts at first are 
|stymied hy the military commands 
\of all p wers, but after lobbying 
‘and poliicking his Red Cross is 
finally recognized as an _ interna- 
tional symbol of peace to all men. 


Best scenes in the pic are the 
realistic battles between the Prus- 
sians and the French. The focus- 
ing on the men wounded in these 
conflicts and hand to hand fighting 
makes exciting cinema, and Chris- 
tian Matras can be credited with 
great camerawork. 

Barrault’s performance in this 
picture is the finest turned in by 
a French star this year. Bernard 
Blier, as Dunant’s friend, also 
rates a nod for a great supporting 
role. 

Jacque’s deft direction, and sets 
by Robert Gys, contribute to effec- 
tiveness of the pic, The film was 
budgeted at $600,000, which makes 
it one of France’s costliest endeav- 
ors. Buch. 


Pa Dessa Skuldror 
(On Those Shoulders) 
(SWEDISH) 

Stockholm, Nov. 1. 

Nordisk Tonefilm release of Lennart 
Landheaim production. Stars Ulf}Palme, 
Holger Lowenadler, Anita Bjork; features 
Marta Arbin, Kewe Hielm, Agneta Prytz, 
Ingrid Borthen, Carl Strom. Directed by 
Gosta FolRe. Screenplay by Karl-Fredrik 
Bjorn from novel by Svend Edvin Salje; 


camera, Goran Strindberg: music, Erland 
von Koch. At Astoria, Stockholm. Run- 
ning time, 103 MINS. 
Kjell Loveng Ult Palme 
Arvid Laveng Holger Lowenadler 
Birgit Larsson.. Anita Biork 
Inga Loveng Marta Arbin 
Simon Loveng......... Kewe Hielm 
Edla TTrtr Tre. Agneta Prytz | 
Elin Tarp Ingrid Borthen | 
Elis Carl Strom | 
Sonja Ragnvi Lindbladh 
Andreasson......... Oscar Ljung 
Botvid Carl Deurell 
65.65 beteee eens he Erik Hell 
Rorje Borje Mellwig 
Tarp .2 John Norrman 
Mans-Erik Artur Cederborgh 
This is an outstanding drama. | 
To point up the advantages of 
rural life, the picture traces the 


career of a farm youth who returns 
to the countryside after giving the 
big city a whirl. It’s the type of 
varn that will prove a solid grosser 
for Scandinavian exhibitors, and 
chances are also good in the world 
market, especially in the U. S. and 
Britain. 

In this adaptation from Svend 
Edvin Salije’s novel, Ulf Palme re- 
turns to rebuild the farm to which 
his father, Holger Lowenadler. has 
become indifferent. When he’s on 
the brink of success war _ inter- 
venes. Later, with his soldiering 
over, he finds things are in a rut 
again. 

Able cast is aided considerably 
by Gosta Folke’s outstanding direc- 
tion. Palme, in particular, racks 
up a sterling performance. Low- 
enadler. as the father, contributes 


an equally fine job in handling an, 


unsympathetic role. Miss Bjork, 
| who provides the romantic iffter- 
jest, also rates acclaim. Karl- 
|Fredrik Biorn’s screenplay, cam- 
|erawork of Goran Strindberg and 
‘Erland von Koch’s musie all com- 
bine to make “Pa Dessa Skuldror” 
/one of the better Swedish films. 
Winq. 





| Foreign Film Reviews 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 








“Der Engel mit der Posaune” (‘The 
; Angel with the Trumpet’) (AUSTRIAN). 
| Vindebona Film Co. release of Neue 
' Wiener Film production. Stars Paula 
Wessely: features Hedwig Bleibtreu, 
Helene Thimig, Attila Hoerbiger, Paul 
Hoerbiger, Hans HoJt, Alma Seidler. Di- 
rected by Karl Hartl. Screenplay, Hartl 
and Franz Tassie from story by Ernst 


Lothar: camera, Guenther Anders: music, | 


| Willy 
enna. 


Schmidt-Gentner. At Apollo, Vi- 


Running time, 135 NINS. 





Dull tale of political intrigue in 
connection with the former dual 
monarchy in Austria. 
sentiment and direction is only 
mildly effective. Several newsreel 
slips, circa 1918, may make it 
worthwhile to sit through the 135 
minutes running time. Picture has 
no chance in the U. S. Maas. 





“Dit Vinderna Bar’ (‘Where the Wind 
Blows”) (SWEDISH-NORWEGIAN). Svea 
Film release of Ake Ohberg production. 
Stars Ceorge Fant, Eva Strom: features 
Elof Abrle, Alfred Maurstad, Brita Holm- 
berg. Harald Heide Steen. Screenplay, 
Rune Lindstrom, based on Jacob Bull's 
novel, “Jorund Smed”’: camera. Sten 
Dahlgren. At Royal, Stockholm. Running 
time, 86 MINS, 


Interna- | 


Fine lensing of Norwegian 
mountains and bays makes this in- 
teresting from a scenic point of 
view. However. aside from its pic- 
torial asset “Dit Vindarna Bar” 
hasn’t much to offer. Story re- 
volves around a blacksmith’s trav- 
‘els through the hills. Film may 
get by in Scandinavia with its 
mixed Norwegian and 
cast. but chances are 
abroad. 


dubious 
Wing. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures © 


The practice of some film exploitation departments to highlight a 
quote taken out of context from a pix reviewer's notice was the target 
for a sharp jab by Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post eritic, in his column last 


week (18). While the tactic is commonly used, he singled out the 
newspaper ad campaign on “Joan of Arc” as a case in point. Comparing 
the advertising blurbs to the actual comments made by the leading 
New York reviewers, he noted that in each case there was a distortion 
of the reviewer’s whole opinion. 

Incidentally rapping one anonymous N. Y. film critic, Winsten wrote, 
“The reviewers of the metropolitan press are honest, with one excep- 
tion, and they are permitted to give their full reactions, with one other 
exception. They try hard to balance the good against the bad in the 
| film they review. But they do become the tools of a shell game when 
| only one aspect of their opinions is utilized in an enormous and com- 
pelling advertisement.” He didn’t identify the “one exception” critic. 

Alton Cook, N. Y. World-Telegram film critic, also charged in a 
piece last week that his comments on “Joan” had been misleadingly 
quoted. And several m6nths ago the N. Y. Times’ Bosley Crowther 
singled out several of his own notices from which admen juggled ex- 
cerpts to create impressions other than he had intended. 





Gael Sullivan, exec director of the Theatre Owners of America, has 
brought out a graphic, colored brochure of the TOA public relations 
program which he is circulating among exhibs and film exes as an 
appeal for support. The book concisely answers and illustrates such 
questions on the program as how it started, when it’s needed, where it 
reaches and who makes it click. 


Brochure points up that 2,722 exhibs are actively working on the 


,; campaign and that it has reached newspapers with a 35,000,000 cir- 


culation. Listed are seven TOA goals. These are to maintain the 
exhib as spokesman in his community; reduce discriminatory taxes: 
organize against adverse legislation; build public confidence in screen 
quality; highlight industry achievements; guard against unfair competi- 
tion; and increase movie-going. habits. Boxoffice slump, bad press and 
radio, television competition and the decline in foreign markets are 
amplified as the reason why the industry must face the crisis 
challenge. 

Indicating a sharp recovery from war damages, there are now 252 

theatres open in Berlin’s four zones according to Dr. R. F. Goldschmidt, 
sales manager in Germany for the Motion Picture Export Assn. Seat- 
ing capacity of the houses totals 103,342. These figures are in contrast 
to an estimate of only 80 theatres in operation recently made by Hannen 
Swaffer in a VARIETY piece on the Berlin show biz situation. 
Dr. Goldschmidt also corrects a statement in the Swaffer article that 
The Hucksters” (M-G) and “Easter Parade” (M-G) are in general 
release throughout the German capital. He avers these films are shown 
only by the Army’s Special Service for occupation trodps and prints 
have not been screened for the German public as a whole. Under the 
new currency realignment, the MPEA exec also points out that a cigaret 
comes to about 2!2c, not 25c per smoke. 


oer 


Long standing policy of the Army and Air Foree Motion Picture 
Service to restrict attendance of civilians at its picture theatres has 
been relaxed with consent of representatives of the film industry. In 
an announcement made last week by Special Services’ chief Maj. Gen. 
Russell B. Reynolds, it was pointed out that the move was made to 
make military duty more attractive to the serviceman. Under the new 
admission plan for patrons, additional civilian guest attendance will 
be regulated by issuance of permits. This step is being made in order 
to prevent competition with theatres operated by civilian exhibitors. 

In line with a new policy of sending out biographical feature stories 
on noted Americans, the State Dept. is releasing a yarn on Walt Disney 
which is slated for distribution in some 106 countries. Previously 
material had been sent out on Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Thomas E. 
Dewey and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. State, incidentally, also has been 
handling a series of health films which Disney originally made several 
years ago for Nelson Rockefeller’s Committee to Coordinate Inter- 


' American Affairs. 


Film lacks , 


Swedish ! 








UA’s Serious Pix Deart 


Continued from page 5 
and Amusement Enterprises’ (Jack | the owners and other intramural 
Benny) “The Luck Stiff” are being difficulties, it is primarily a mat- 

















|counted on most strongly by UA. ‘ter of industry economics. With 
Both films star Dorothy Lamour. present high costs and _ limited 
| Otherwise, in the can are Seymour | boxoffice prospects, it just isn’t 


|Nebenzal’s “Siren of Atlantis” 
|(Maria Montez, Jean-Pierre Au- 
;}mont and Dennis O'Keefe) and 
{two foreign-mades. Latter are 
|“High Fury” (formerly ‘White 
Horse Inn”), bought by Buddy 
| Rogers and’Ralph Cohn for U. S. 
distribution, and “Just William’s | >| 
Luck,” a low-budgeter made in | H e 4 
Britain by A. R. Shipman and | Interior Exteriors | 
David Coplan, UA’s British man- | | Continued from page 7 
nar. me putting up a full London city 
Of those editing, UA execs are piock with both streets and houses, 
pinning their hopes on the Mary ang carriages operating as though 
Pickford-Lester Cowan Marx Bros. ‘they really were rolling through an 
starrer, “Love Happy.” Others are | exterior set. 
Sam Bischoff’s “Outpost in Moroc- | Metro is another major which is 
co” (George Raft), Edward Small’s favoring interior “exteriors.” “The 
“Indian Scout” ‘George Mont- Secret Garden,” which will be al- 
gomery), James Nasser’s “Cover most entirely composed of exterior 
|Up” (William Bendix, Dennis action, will be shot exclusively on 
a foe ae ory (a studio stage. Workers have ar- 
-ars “Zé 3 Scott, 7 ar « oY ce i 
Don DeFore) and Harry Popkin’: — a large garden under studio 
“Impact” (Brian Donlevy, Ella 


profitable for most indie producers 

lo operate—and UA is entirely de- 
‘pendent an indies. Result is it 
|that the distrib has no adequate 
'source of a regular supply of its 
| lifeblood, which is product. 

















and , 


Raines). 

In production are Stanley 
Kramer's “Champion” (Kirk Doug- 
las, Marilyn Maxwell), Edward 
Nassour’s “Africa Screams” (Ab- 
bott & Costello) and W. R. Frank’s 
“Dan Patch” (Dennis O'Keefe, 
Gail Russell. 

Sears is now on the Coast en- 
deavoring to improve the product 
situation with several new deals. 
as well as by nailing down. the 
negotiations by which Woward 
Hughes is to put up second-money 
financing for three UA pix. Talks 
on the latter matter have been 
Stalling along for months. largely 
due to the inaccessibility of 
Hughes to any UA rep but Sears 
himself. 

_Although UA’s stringent. situa- 
tion currently can be attributed 
| partially to disagreements between 


Actually, there is no reason why 
studios shouldn't follow this prac- 
tice of inside shooting. Many lo- 
cation setting can be duplicated at 
relatively small cost at studio, and 
‘this precludes all chance of shoot- 
ing being stymied by adverse 
weather conditions. 

Weather has always played a vi- 
tal role in outdoor shooting, and by 
this procedure director doesn’t 
have to worry about whether or not 
sun is out. Light nowadays are so 
powerful, and resemble sunlight so 
essentially, that same effects are 
achieved. Costly location ex- 
penses, the housing and feeding 
of large troupe, also is avoided, 
this also including transportation, 


which always has been sizable. In 
future, studios are expected to 
lean to this interior “outside” 


shooting with greater effectiveness, 
thus reducing costs further. 


anergy ite ig ae 
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“What shall I 
©, book for the 
| 2» We>_ holidays ?”” 


Ld 























You’d be mighty careful what pictures you selected 
for your precious Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Years tiine, the richest prizes of the year! 


You'd look over all the available product and get 


- the best entertainments on the market. 


That’s what the Music Hall did! 


They booked M-G-M’s “HILLS OF HOME?” for 
a Technicolor Thanksgiving to be followed by 
M-G-M’s Technicolor “WORDS AND MUSIC” for 
Christmas and New Years. 


Here’s more proof that the Music Hall picks them 
wisely. The national theatre gross of its recent 
attraction “JULIA MISBEHAVES” has now topped 
Technicolor “DATE WITH JUDY” another M-G-M 


Music Hall record-breaker! 


From Coast-to-Coast they’re saying: “M-G-Merry Christmas! 


M-G-Moneyful New Year!” — 


IF YOU RAN RADIO 
CITY MUSIC HALL! 
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Picture Grosses 








‘Hamlet’ Paces Prov. At 
Terrif $25,000; ‘Triumph’ 
OK $11,000, ‘Breed’ 136 


Providence, Nov. 23. 

First run spots are generally fol- 
lowing the pre-holiday trend by 
falling off with only “Hamlet” able 
to give any impetus to grosses 
generally. The 1,400-seater Carlton 
is doing a terrific week with “Ham- 
let.” “Hollow Triumph” shapes okay 
at Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) and “Body- 
guard” (RKO) (2d wk). Good $12,- 
000. Last week, nice $17,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; $1.80-$2.40) 
“Hamlet” (U). Slated for two-week 
run with two performances daily. 
Wow $25,000. Last week, “Johnny 


Belinda” (WB) and “Life With 
Father” (WB) (3d downtown wk), 
strong $7,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 


“Smart Girls Don’t Talk” (WB) and 
big vaude lavout to help house cele- 
brate its 32d consecutive vaude 
season. Jamming them in for solid 
$8.000. Last week, “Three Daring 


Daughters” (M-G) (reissue) and 
vaude, $6,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 


“Larceny” (U) and “Homicide for 
Three” (20th). Fairish $10,000. Last 
week, “June Bride’ (WB) and 
“Perilous Waters” (Mono), $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65'\—“‘Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 
“Enchanted Valley” (EL). Okay 
$11.000. Last week, ‘Northwest 
Stampede” (EL) and “Olympic 
Games of 1948” (EL), same. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Julia Misbehaves”’ ‘(M-G) and 
“The Search” (M-G) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$19.500. Last week, smash $26,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘“‘Untamed Breed” (Col) and “Dis- 


aster’ (Par). Good $13,000. Last 
week, “Sealed Verdict” (Par) and 
“Leather Gloves” (Col), oke $12,- 
000. 





BLIZ HITS OMAHA BUT 
‘BABY’ SWEET $11,500 


Omaha, Nov. 23. 

“When Baby Smiles at Me” 
the Paramount and second week of 
“Johnny Belinda’ on moveover to 
Omaha are news here this week. 
All theatres had to face a blizzard 
that virtually stopped traffic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) ‘2,800: 16- 
65)—-‘Baby Smiles at Me” (20th). 
Big $11.500. Last week, “Johnny 
Belinda” (WB), $12,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 20- 
80 —‘‘Isn’t It Romantic” (Par) with 
Art Mooney band onstage. Fair 
$15.000. Last week, “Raw Deal” 
(E!.), good $10,800 at 16-65c scale. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘Johnny Belinda” ‘WB) ‘m.o.) 
Survrisingly sturdy $10,000. Last 


week, “Apartment for Peggy” (Par) 
(m.0.) and “Checkered Coat” 
(20th), okay $9,200. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“June Bride’ ‘WB) and “Triple 
Threat” (Col) Nice $8.500. Last 
week. “Walk Crooked Mile” (Col) 


and “Rusty Leads Way” (Col), $7,- 
80°. 
State 
“Hollow 
“Olvmpie 
$4,500. Last week, 
‘Rep) and “Flirting With 
(Indie), light $3,600. 


(Goldberg) 
Triumph” 
Games” 


(865; 16-65)— 
{EL) and 
(EL). Good 


Fate” 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 
week, ‘Coroner Creek” (Col) ‘2d 
wk), $1.700. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 


“Luck of Irish” (20th). Mild 
$12.000. Last week, “Johnny Be- 
linda” (WB), good $17,000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70/\—‘‘Kiss Blood Off Hands” ‘U). 
Very slow at $9,000. Last week, 
“June Bride” (WB), $13,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 59-70)— 
“June Bride’ (WB) ‘m.o.). Fine 
$8.000. Last week, “Song Is Born” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fancy $8,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘Pit- 
fali’’ (UA). Fairish $10,000. Last 
week, “Cry of City” (20th), $11,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Paradine Case’ (SRO). Nabe 
showing. Virile $4,500. Last week, 


“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par), 
good $4,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
fn.o.). Third Loop. stand. Fine 


$3.000. Last week, “Mickey” (EL), 
$1,800. 


at” 


“Moonrise” | 


LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Raw Deal” (EL). Sturdy $3,500. 
Last week, “Tap Roots” (U) and 
“Two Guys Texas’ (WB), about 
same. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
45-65)—"‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) 
(4th wk). Still rated town’s best 
by crix and holding strong at 
$5,500 after last week’s healthy 
$6,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65)—“Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) 
and “Sons of Adventure” (Rep). 
Barely okay at $7,000 or less. Last 
week, “Saxon Charm” (U) and 
“Money Madness” (FC), $5,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,000; 45-65)—*Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par) and “Bun- 
galow 13” (20th). Modest $12,000. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO 


and “Body Guard” (RKO), fine 
$16,000, 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Return of October’ (Col) and 


“Blondie’s Secret” (Col) with p.a. 
of Terry Moore helping. Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, “Julia Misbehaves” 
(M-G) and “Leather Gloves” 
(Col) (2d wk), neat $11,000 for 6 


aays. 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 
York” (UA) and 


“This Is New 
“Silent Conflict” (UA). Slow $4.- 
“Luck of Irish” 


45-65)— 


000. Last week, 
(20th) and “The Creeper” (20th), 
medium $5,500. 


K.C. Not Strong With 
‘Station’ Standout 136; 
‘Triumph ’-‘Spiritualist’ 4G 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 


Milder week looks likely here 
preceding the Thanksgiving holi- 


day, most houses saving their best 
films for the coming week. Of the 
two new Obilis, “Belle Starr's 
Daughter” at Tower-Uptown-Fair- 
way combo and “Station West” at 
Orpheum, only the latter looks 
okay. “Hollow Triumph” and 
“Spiritualist” are giving the Roxy 
its best week in months. First 
winter storm hit Friday and was 
no help to the trade over week end. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-65) 
—‘‘Son of Dracula” (U) and “Ghost 
of Frankenstein” (U) (reissues). 
Average $3,000. Last week, ‘“Road- 
house” (20th) (m.o.), solid $4,300. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) 
—‘‘Jenny Lamour” (Indie). Okay 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Naked Fury” 
(Indie), $1,900. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) and 
“The Search” (M-G) (2 wk). Satis- 
factory $10,000. Last week, strong 
$18,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— |, 


“Station West” (RKO) and ‘Smart 
Girls Don’t Talk” (WB). Nice 
$13,000 if holds pace through week. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) 
and “The Prairie” (SG) (2d wk), 
big $9,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65'— 


“Johnny Belinda’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Fancy $8,000. Last week, nifty 
$11,000. 

toxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


“Hollow Triumph” (EL) ane “Spir- 
itualist’” (EL). One of strongest 
bills here recently, rousing $4.000. 
Last week, “Dude Goes West” 
‘Mono’ and “Smart Woman” 
(Mono), $3,500, over average. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100; 2,043: 700: 45-65)— 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter’ (20th). 
Just average $13,000. Last week, 
“For Love of Mary” (U), weak 
$7,000 in 5 days. 





‘Baby’ Smiles on Port., 
Wow $17,000 in 2 Spots 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 23. 


Heavy rains and storms are not | 


keeping the boxoffices down this 
stanza. ‘When My Baby Smiles At 
Me” at Orpheum and Oriental and 
“Blandings Dream House” at 
Broadway are new films drawing 
real coin. “Night Has Thousand 


Eyes” is very mild at Paramount. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—‘‘Blandings Dream House” (SRO) 
and “Sons of Adventure” (Rep). 
Sock $14,000. Last week, ‘‘Rope” 
‘WB) and ‘“‘Embraceable You” 
iWB) (2d wk) ‘4 days), big $6,700. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 
—‘‘Rope” (WB) and ‘“Embraceable 
You” (WB) (m.o.). Fine $4.500. 
Last Week, “Hairy Ape” (FC) and 
“Wolf Man” (FC) (reissues) (4 
days), okay $2,500. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85) 
—‘Johnny Belinda’ (WB) and 
“Lulu Belle” (Par) (2d wk) (m.o.). 
Excellent $4,500. Last week. $5,000. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) and 


, “June 


, Secret” 
week, “Untamed Breed” (Col) and | 


' 40-70) — 'Holiow 


| 
“Sofia” day-date 


with 


(FC) (8 days), 
Orpheum. Terrific $6,500. 
Last week, ‘“‘Loves of Carmen’ 
Col) and “Gentleman Nowhere” 
Col), big $4,500. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (1750; 50-85)— 
“Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) and 
“Sofia” (FC). Also Oriental. Wham 
$10,500. Last week, “Cry of City” | 
(20th) and ‘Anna Karenina” 
(20th), disappointing $6,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
“Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) and | 
“Triple Threat” (Col). Okay $8,500. | 
Last week, “Loves of Carmen” 
(Col) and “Gentleman Nowhere” 
(Col), big $9,700. | 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—‘‘Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) 
‘3rd wk). Holding at $8,500. Last 
week, sock $9,500. 





‘Live Little’ 11@ Paces 
New Pix in Drab Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Not much action here this week, | 
although “Julia Misbehaves” at! 
Penn and “Road House” at Harris | 
are holding up fairly well in sec- 


ond stanzas. “Hamlet” keeps on 
building at Ritz. Neither of two 
new entries, “Love. of Mary” at 


Fulton nor ‘“Let’s Live a Little” at 
Stanley, are doing much. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76) — 
“Love of Mary” (U). Lucky to get 
much more than $4,000, very dim. 
Last week, second of “Song Is 
Born” (RKO), nice $7,500, and 
eould have held again. 

Harris ‘Harris) ‘2,200; 44-76) — 
“Road House” (20th) (2d wk). Solid 
$10.000 in 6 days. Last week, 
spanking $15,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
— “Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Despite lukewarm reviews, 
they're going here for Greer Gar- 
son in this comedy. Sturdy $16,- 
000 on top of sock $21,500 last 
week 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 90c-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (3d wk). Building a 
bit from week to week, and this 
one should be best yet, about $10,- 
000. Getting a big week-day mati- 
nee play from students, which help 
plenty. Last week, $9,500. 

Senator (Harris) (2.200; 44-76)— 
“Silver Queen” (UA) and “Men of 


Texas” (U) (reissues). Stout $4.- 
000. Last week, “Kiss Blood Off 
Hands” ‘U) ‘m.o.), $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76) —/' 
“Let’s Live a Little’ (EL). Mild 
$11,000 or close. Last week, 
“June Bride” (WB), a disappoint- 


ment at $11,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76) — 
“June Bride’ (WB) ‘m.o.). Doing 
better by comparison than at Stan- 
ley. Trim $8,000. Last week, ‘‘John- 
ny Belinda” (WB) (3d wk), strong 
$7,500 for fifth downtown week. 


Buff. Off Sharply But 
‘Triumph’-‘Mickey’ 10G 
Buffalo, Nov. 23. 

Whole town is off this week. 
“Hollow Triumph” and “Mickey” 
shape good at Century. ‘June 
Bride” is okay at the Buffalo. 
Otherwise, it is mostly slim pick- 
ings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
Bride” (WB). Okay $13,000 
or near. Last week, “Isn't It Ro- 
mantic” (Par) and Horace Heidt’s 
Stars on Parade, solid $24,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—‘‘Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Down to $12,000. Last week. 
smash $20,000. 

Hipp ‘Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—‘Cry 





of City” (20th) and “Bungalow 13” 
(20th). Sturdy at $14,000. Last 
week, “Johnny Belinda” (WB) 


(m.o.), big $8,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘T'll 
Be Seeing You” (UA) and “Inter- 
mezzo” (UA) (reissues). Mild $3.- 
500. Last week, “Red River’ (UA) 
(m.o.), $4,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“For Love of Mary” (U) and “Open 
(EL). Dim $7,500. 


ee Nowhere” (Col), $13.,- 
00. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3.000: 
Triumph” (EL) 
and ‘“‘Mickey” ‘EL). Good $10,000. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) 
‘2d wk), nice $8,000. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 9) 
Number” (Par) (2d run). 
500. Last week, “Rose Washington 





Square” (20th) and “Belle Starr” | 


(20th) (2d runs), $3,800. 

Paramount (II-E) (3,000; 50-84i— 
“Gallant Blade” (Col) and “Un- 
tamed Breed” (Col). Good $9,000. 
Last week, “Good Sam” (RKO) and 
“Arizona Ranger” (RKO) (2d wk). 
big $8.800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘‘Blood and Sand” (20th) and “I 
Wake Up Screaming” (20th) ‘re- 
issues). Big $4,000. Last 
“Forever Amber” (20th) and 
“Thunder Hoof’ (Col) (2d runs), 
okay $3,400. 


Last | 


Fair $4,- | 


week, | 











Films’ Publi 








broad. industrywide scheme dis- 
cussed. The company toppers did 
view recently - completed, four 
cooperatively-made shorts, aiming 
to show Hollywood in its best light. 
These were okayed and another 
approved. MPAA was. also handed 
a mandate to continue its best et- 
forts at gilding the Hollywood lily. 

Meanwhile, the industry was 
girding itself in preparation for the 
whole problem of stars who get 
themselves and Hollywood in 
trouble on moral charges, to break 
luridly into the open at the Na- 
tional Allied States Exhibitors 
Assn. convention in New Orleans 
Nov. 29-30 and Dec. 1. Allied is 
determined to have a whack at get- 


ting the “bad boys” whipped. 


A ‘Czar’ a la Baseball 

Two major proposals are ex- 
pected to be forthcoming for de- 
bate. One, by Edward Lachman, 
prexy of New Jersey Allied, will 
call for the establishment of a 
“ezar,” similar to the setup in or- 
ganized baseball, who will have the 


| power to kick out of the industry 


an offending player. (See separate 
story.) Allied feels that the “czar” 
function is as not adequately served 
by Johnston he is employed by the 
major companies. Lachman’s idea 
would be for the headman to be 
hired by all segments of the in- 
dustry. 

Another scheme to be aired is 
that of Allied-member J. P. Fin- 
neran. He proposes inclusion in 
the production code of a clause that 
would bar players from the indus- 
try for repeated infraction of rules 
of good conduct. For minor of- 
fenses, they would be suSpended or 
fined. 

Both Lachman’s and Finneran’s 
schemes are subject to further 
study by attorneys. There are 
thought to be legal dangers in- 
volved in either kicking a player 
out of the industry or boycotting 


his films. However, there is the 
precedent of the baseball ezar. 
which has been upheld by the 


courts. 


Beating which the film capital is 
taking as a result of the great num- 
ber of layoffs and the constant 
talk and pressure by industry top- 
pers for economy is exemplified in 
a United Press dispatch of last 
Thursday (18), frontpaged in many 
papers throughout the country. The 
New York World-Telegram head- 
lined it: ‘Movie Depression Get- 
ting Colossal.” 

Yarn stated. “Hollywood's de- 
pression has taken another down- 
ward slide,” and went on to point 
out that “the movie business is 
getting poorer every month. 

More than 1,800 laborers—carpen- 
ters, painters, clerical workers and 
stagehands — lost their jobs last 
week. Eagle Lion studios closed | 
up, except for a skeleton crew, and 
Warner Bros., one of the biggest 
studios, fired 1,000 workers.” 

More Bad Press 

Actress Anne Shirley, who writes 
a day column for the New York 
Star, stated two days earlier: 
“There can be no doubt that a 
major depression is on in Holly- 
wood, much worse than any the 
town has heretofore experienced. 
P Many good filmmakers are 
abandoning a business in which 
they have spent half their lives, 
and the low-salaried worker is in! 
desperate straits, haunting the 
now-growing queues at the unem- 
ployment insurance bureau.” 


The continued firings, with the | 
resultant depression philosophy | 
that is haunting Hollywood and 1s 
reflected in press and_ radio 
throughout the country, is undoubt- 
edly damaging the boxoffice, ob- 
servers feel. People are great for 
bandwagons, it is pointed out. 
When they fee] that the industry 
is doing great, they all want to be 
aboard. When they hear nothing 
but depression talk, they get the, 
idea that no one else is going to 
films, so why should they. Any- 
way, they figure, there must be a 
reason and it’s undoubtedly that 
“pictures are no good.” 


It is that whole chain of think- 
ing that must be corrected, shot-’ 
men feel. Inasmuch as the firings+ 
are basically the result of economic ' 
problems, of course, the question 
is what can a public relations pol- 
icy do to change the press and ra- 
dio reaction without rehiring thou- 
sands of workers—which would ap- 
pear impossible. 

The idea that it Is seen neces- 
Sary to promote is that the b.o. 
situation now is not bad. In fact 


\ 
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compared with anything except the 
two postwar peak years, it is ex- 
cellent. The difficulty is in high 
costs, which have resulted in slash- 
es in profits. It is that to which 
the industry is adjusting, rather 
than poor theatre attendance. 


Spotlighting Boxoffice 
Slip Irritates Brandt 


“Ple.ty of other Dusinesses are 
suffering a lot more than ours, 
but I don’t hear every commenta- 
tor on the air and see every news- 
paper columnist constantly chatter- 
ing about it,’ William Brandt, New 
York circuit operator, -declared 
vesterday (Tuesday) in a burn at 
the great amount of publicity given 
recently te allegedly faltering film 
grosses. 

Two different Monday (22) night 
radio spielers, one of whom claimed 
that TV had knocked off New York 
film audiences by 40°, were: the 
immediate cause of Brandt's upped 
blood pressure. Theatre op claimed 
that b.o.s were off nothing like the 
amount most of the writers and 
gabbers indicated and that there 
are a flock of good pix around, all 
of them doing solid biz, despite the 
false ideas being spread. 

Brandt squawked that the con- 
stant harping on poor picture gross- 
es by the commentators was highly 
injurious to business, giving peo- 
ple the icea that there is nothing 
worth seeing. As for video's effect, 
he declared that the top radio 
shows give films as tough competi- 
tion as possible and people still 
are going to theatres. It’s their 
gregariousness, he declared. 


WESTERN PA. PLAGUED 
BY 16M JACKRABBITS 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Problem of 16m _ competition, 
a recurrent headache to exhibs, 
is cropping up in western Pennsyl- 
vania in its most virulent form, 
Fly-by-night operators who operate 
mobile narrow-gauge equipment 
are moving into vacant lots with 
their trucks for one and two-night 
performances at chicken-feed ad- 
mission scales. 

These operators erect canvass 
walls to keep the gawkers from 
grabbing free shows. Folding chairs 
are set up plus a 16m screen and 
the jackrabbit theatre man_ is 
ready to go. 

Besides the inundation of vacant 
lots. narrow-gauge operators are 
taking over miners’ halls, fire- 
men’s halls, churches and clubs for 
the most extensive 16m _ playings 
seen in western Pennsylvania for 
many years. 








Niteries Too 
Hartford, Nov. 23. 

Connecticut night clubs and 
roadhouses in this sector are swing- 
ing over to 16m _ pix shows in 
increasing numbers. Using old but 
major company - produced films, 
the niteries are supplying cuffo 
film entertainment as part of their 
regular shows and without addi- 
tional charge. 

Sub-run theatres in the Hartford 
area are complaining that it’s hit- 
ting grosses sharply. 


United Labor Pressure 
Looms Vs. Monogram 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Possibility of united labor pres- 
sure on Monogram arose when 
Hollywood AFL film councii 
voted to demand that Monogram 
immediately put into action an ar- 
bitration award on job classifica- 
tion of office employees. Award 
was recently made by arbitration 
panel in favor of office employees 
international union. 

Demand is slated to be accom- 
panied by declaration that support 
of all AFL guilds and unions will 
be sought to help enforce award. 








Detroit Stickup 
Detroit, Nov. 23. 


An armed bandit held up th 
Downtown theatre, and escape 
with an estimated $100 without 


arousing suspicion of theatregoers 
in line behind him Thursday (18) 
night. 

The cashier, Mrs. Rose Cardie, 
41, told police she handed over 
available currency = and 


change when the bandit pointed a 
gun at her, 
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NW Indies Now Crashing Drive-In 
Field; Big Profit, Protection Angles 


Minneapolis. 
Belated scramble of this terri- 
tory’s independent exhibitors to 
enter the drive-in field is attributed 
to a desire to protect their own 
regular theatre investments from 
outside drive-in competition and 


to a sudden realization of the 
possibilities “—e nple 
of real coin available is the’$35,000 
net chalked up by Bloomington 
drive-in in a suburb here since last 
Spring. It is owned and operated 
by Minnesota Entertainment En- 
terprises, group of Twin City indie 


also, 
large profit 


exhibs organized to control the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul! drive-in situ- 
ation 

Because of these profits, a con- 


siderable part coming from edibles 
and beverages sold at drive-ins, the 
territory’s independents are going 
in for drive-in construction on a 
wholesale scale. These operations 
are starting even outside of 2,000- 
population towns. Many drive-in 
circuits are being organized by in- 
dependents here and in this terri- 
tory. All this expansion is going 
on despite a short drive-in season 
up here. 

Some local indies are even step- 
ping out into other territory. Ted 
Mann and Donald Guttman, with a 
circuit of seven houses in the Twin 


Cities area, are expanding to Los 
Angeles where they will build 


three drive-ins. First to be started 


is a $250,000 drive-in at San Pedro | 
Another is| 


near Los Angeles. 
planned for southwest section of 
L. A. Deal for a third site is being 
closed. 

Mann, also a member of Minne- 
sota Entertainment Enterprises, 
plans to build a number of other 


drive-ins on his own and in associ- | 


ation with Charles Rubenstein, in- 
dependent circuit owner. 

There’s speculation in the indus- 
try here as to what effect the mush- 
room growth of drive-ins will have 
on distribution, film rentals, film 
exchange revenue and spring and 
summer biz of regular theatres. 
Exhibitors say their business hasn’t 
been hurt too much by nearby 
competition of new drive-ins thus 


| far. 
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Have YOU tried 
a SKYBERTH on 
American’s 
famous DC-6 
“MERCURY” flight 
to LOS ANGELES? 


As the drive-ins grow in num- 
ber they’re fearful of the compe- 
tition. Most regular theatres have 
heavy investments in air-condition- 
ing and their summer trade aiways 
has been profitable. 

But some drive-in competition 
already is causing plenty of head- 
aches. Most glaring example of 
this new competition is near Aber- 
deen, S. D., where the Rocket, a 
16m drive-in is charging no ad- 
mission. Announcing the “no ad- 
mission charge,” Paul Stassel, man- 
ager, says the theatre will depend 
entirely upon the goodwill and 
generosity of the patrons to defray 


expenses by freewill offerings 
While Minnesota Amus Co 
Paramount theatre circuit) itself 


is still holding aloof from drive-in 
field and, apparently has no inten- 
tion at this time of building any 
of these projects, some of its part- 


ners are starting wholesale con- 
struction. 
L. J. Ludwig, Minnesota Amus. 


assistant manager and 
now its partner in operation of 
three conventional theatres. at 
Jamestown, N. D. plans to build a 
450-car drive-in there. Louis Roes 
ner, a Minnesota Amus. Co. part- 
ner at Winona, Minn., also will 
build a drive-in there in associa- 
tion with Al Smith. 
New Pacific Drive-m 
Los Angeles. 

Pacific Drive-In Theatres, Inc., 
in association with Paul Glick, 
started work on a new auto-theatre 
at Reseda, San Fernando Valley. 


Co. former 


House will be completed in time 
for Christmas. 
New Drive-In For Toledo 
Toledo. 


Parkside Theatre, Inc., is build- 
ing 650-car drive-in in East Toledo, 
to be operated by James Dempsey, 
who also owns the Telegraph 
drive-in, north of Toledo. 








Exhibs Spurn 


Continued from page 3 








cording to exhibs, the reels have 
lost virtually all their value and rt 
would be better to dispense with 
them in favor of some other single- 
reeler. 

Producers of the five major reels 
‘reportedly already have recognized 
| the situation and are mulling the 
| possibility of gradually switching 
,over from straight news coverage 


| with feature stories. To date, such 
plans are still in the talking stage. 
As for the majors producing reels 


for tele broadcasts, most exhibs 
!have no complaint against that. 
'They recognize that broadcasters 


will have to shop somewhere for ' 


their newsreels and thus agree 
with 20th spokesmen that it’s prob- 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-500 or your travelagent ably better for a film company to 


T nes Terminal 


Yorker 
120 Brocdwey © Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN 
AIRLINES 


het OF ices: Air! 
Rockefeller Center © Hotel New 


produce them than some outside 


agency. 


| esses Sked 3 Pix 


- Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

“Three indie features will be 
made for United Artists release 
next year by William and Edward 














RE-ISSUES 


Do you feature films which 
might be re-issued and 


which like to test run. 
Box 279, Variety 


154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 





Nassour, currently producing the 
Abbott-Costelle picture, “Africa 
Screams.” 

List includes another Abbott- 


Costello comedy, a circus story 
starring Clyde Beatty and a mys- 
tery yarn still to be selected. 


Ricca Plea Denied 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

U. S. Federal Judge Michael 
Igoe today (Tues.) denied the peti- 
tion of the U. S. attorney here for 
the removal of Paul Ricca, a de- 
fendant in the George Browne- 
Willie Bioff extortion case, to the 
Federal parole board. 

As a result, both sides plan to 
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MIAMI BEACH 
- WY. Office: Vanderbilt 6-5339= 


C the Octau.... 
Direction: James J. Carrell - 





appeal Judge Igoe’s decision, which 

| may prolong the new hearings in 
the case for another 12 to 18 
months. 





| Hammond, Ind., Nixes ‘Rope’ 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 
| Close on the heels of the ban- 
ning of ‘‘Rope”’ in Chicago is the 
nixing of the film for showings in 
Hammond, Ind. 

Film was scheduled to open Fri- 
day (19) at the Parthenon theatre, 
but Mayor Vernon’ Anderson 


blocked permit after discussing it 


with church members. 


‘each, Columbia three, 


' production 
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sufficiency of best-sellers, Broad- 
way plays and other published 
material to supplement lot-devised 
originals. 

Supply and Demand 


Now, two things have hz ppened 
to that formerly plentiful supply. 
First, writers just aven’t turning 
it out in such quantity as before 
and, second, as a result of econ- 
omy, categoties of yarns the studios 


will buy have been narrowed. For 
instance, the whole field of cos 
tume dramas has been nixed by 


most lots. Likewise out, although 
creeping back, are war stories. Also 
eliminated is anything that makes 
for expensive production. 


As a result, studios are taking 
the options on whatever is pub- 
lished that looks like it has the 


germ of a film and in which some- 
one on the lot is particularly in- 
terested. The options usually run 
about 10° of the agreed-on pur- 
chase price. 
against a $50,000 purchase price. 

Liability of the option technique 
is that it sometimes cost more in 
salaries of writers trying to de- 
velop a screen siory out of the 
material than it might have cost 
to buy a well-plotted novel in pre- 
vious days. However, there’s gen- 
eral approval of the new scheme, 
particularly as it allows for more 
creative Work by writers on the 
lot. 

Metro and 20th-Fox have led in 
the new development. M-G had a 
prime example in Bernard De 
Voto’s “Across the Wide Missouri,” 


which won a Pulitzer prize last 
year. This is a non-fiction book 
with some interesting tales. but 


certainly nothing in the ordinary 
sense for the screen. An option 
was taken and the book was hand- 
ed to Talbot Jennings to attempt 
to use it as the basis for a screen- 
play. Metro execs were so enthusi- 
astic over Jennings’ script, they 
have lifted the option on the book. 
Fox is about to release its initial 
picture made from a yara optioned 
in this way. It is “A Letter to 
Three Wives,” from a story by 
John Klempner originally labeled 
“A Letter to Five Wives.” Samuel 
Hoffenstein and Betty Reinhardt 
felt sure they could lick it and it 
was repeatedly optioned while they 
tried. When Hoffenstein died last 
year, Vera Caspary was put on it. 
Now, with Linda Darnell, Jeanne 
Crain and Paul Douglas in it, 20th 
is eyeing it enthusiastically. 
Similarly, 20th now has under 
option “The Doctor Wears Three 
Faces,” by Mary Bard, because pro- 


‘ | ducer Fred Kohlmar feels certain 
to more of a magazine-type format, | 


he can lick it; “Unseen Harbor,” 
by Frank J. Laskier, because of 
producer Milton Krims’ feeling 
that he can get something out of 
it, and “The Fire,” by George 
Stewart, which has no plot at all. 

As Bert Bloch, 20th’s eastern 


story ed, pointed out, using some- , 


one else’s idea as the jumping off 


place for a new script is no recent | 


idea. 
with 


It’s what Shakespeare did 
“Hamlet.” 
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and WB, which is eendinindte to 
shutter with one winding up on the 
lot and another on location, Uni- 
versal only has one in production: 
RKO, Monogram and Republic two 
Paramount 
five, Metro six and 20th-Fox seven. 

The Par, Metro and 20th activity 
reflects efforts to cash in on the 
faster playoff which is anticipated 
next year. Dore Schary, Metro 
chief, explained his 
own company’s plans last week by 
stating that it intended to make 
more lower-cost pix than before. 
since it could get them into release 
faster and thus amortize them more 
quickly as a result of anticipated 
speedup of plavoff. 

Jack L. Warner, WB production 
topper, in a lengthy press release 
over the weekend, stabbed at 
rumors which had cropped up as 
a result of the layoffs of more than 
1.000 of the lot’s workers. ‘The 
studio is not closing,” he declared. 
“Preparations will go forward and 
pictures will start when scripts are 
fully completed. Warner Bros. will 
make pictures when they are ready 
to be made. They will be ready 
when scripts are absolutely com- 
pleted and properly cast ... I ean- 
not emphasize too strongly that this 
period of preparation is 
shutdown, but a time of appraisal, 
analysis and planning for the 


; future. 


Top is generally $5,000 | 


not a/ 


| PHILLY, ATLANTA, CINCY 
VARIETY CLUBS ELECT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23 

Edward Emanuel, up-State indie 
exhibitor, named Chief Barker of 
Tent 13. Variety Club. Harold 
Cohen and Meyer Adelman were 
elected . assistant barkers. Final 
plans were drawn for the new 80- 
acre summer camp for crippled 
children which the Tent will put 
into operation this summer. 





Moritz Heads Cincy Tent 
Cineinnati, Nov. 23. 

Allan S. Moritz, branch man- 
ager for Columbia Pictures, will be 
chief barker of Cincy Tent No. 3, 
Variety Clubs of America, for 1949. 
He filled the post several years ago 
and succeeds Irving Sochin, a two- 
termer. Other officers elected last 
week by the directors are Art Man- 
heimer and Jack Frisch, assistant 
chief barkers; Manny Trautenberg, 
dough guy, and Saul Greenberg, 
property master. 





Smakwitz Honored in Albany 
Albany, Nov. 23. 
Largest crowd ever to attend an 
industry gathering here was on 
hand for testimonial dinner which 
the local Variety Club gave for 
Charles A. Smakwitz, recently 
promoted to upstate zone manager 
of Warner Theatres. Si Fabian. 
president of Fabian Theatres and 
toastmaster, called Smakwitz’s ad- 
vance from usher to director of 26 
houses a Horatio Alger story. 


Harry Kaimine, Louis WW. 
Schine, Hugh Owen, Supreme 
Court Justice Isadore Bookstein 


and Murray Weiss, district super- 
visor of Variety Clubs, were among 
the filmites lauding Smakwitz. 





Coleman Heads Atlatita Tent 
Atlanta, Nov. 23. 
Fred C. Coleman elected Chief 
Barker of Variety Club Tent here 
last week. Guy C. Brown and 
Emery Austin were named assist- 
ant Chief Barkers. Elected to the 
directorate for coming year were 
William K. Jenkins, John Cunning- 
ham, Boyd Fry, R. J. Langer, R. J. 
Ingram and Nat Williams. 














Schary 
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pointed out that ‘ ‘Crossfire’ wasn’t 
designed to eliminate anti-Semi- 
tism, but was more of a form of 
insulation.” He implied that it 
was aimed at those who are waver- 
ing on the borderline and were 
more or less indifferent. Thus the 
picture is in sharp contrast to 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” which 
made an outright bid to smother 
bias and racial hatred. 
Session was not without 
for, in reply to a question, “‘Isn’t 
it true that .ne title of a picture 
has a_ psychological effect upon 
people?,” 
, times we're not interested so much 
in the psychological effect but the 


levity 


emotional effect it brings about to | 


impel one to buy a. ticket.” 


factor, he added. 
| Earlier, 


Chapel, Schary declared that all 
forms of communication faced 
their biggest problem when at- 
tempting to reach audiences with 
the truth. In tracing four stum- 
bling blocks to verity, he stressed 
the “concealment of ignorance by 
ostentation of seeing wisdom.” As 
examples he decried the actions 
of editors, publishers as well as 
film and legit producers “who 
think they know exactly what the 
publie wants.” 

These attitudes, Schary 
tended, are all wrong and that’s 
borne out by the fact that the pub- 


lic fails to patronize certain books, | 


films and plays for the obvious rea- 
son that’ the 
trepreneurs take their audiences 
for granted. He particularly 
charged that we must not assume 
that our audience is a static quan- 
lity for it is ever-changing. 

Panel was part of a two-day In- 
,Stitute of Human Relations pre- 
sented by the National Conference 


of Christians and Jews in coopera- | 
University. | 


tion with Columbia 
Chairman and moderator was Dr. 
Lyman Bryson of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. Other 
speakers included playwright 
Robert FE. Sherwood, Robert <A. 
Schmid, of Mutual Broadcasting, 
Lee Bristol of the Advertising 
Council of America. and Neil Mac- 
Neil, of the N. Y. Times editorial 
board. 





with Linda Darnell and Richard | 


Widmark in “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
jat 20th-Fox, starting Nov. 29. 


Schary said, “Frankly at } 


Whether it’s boxoffice is the main 


in addressing a mixed 
|group at Columbia U’s Milbank | 


con-| 











Conciliation 
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be utilized by ail 
whether affiliated with 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
(TOA, meanwhile, has a concilia- 
tion plan of its own now under 
consideration.) 

Smith-Berger plan, as it’s now 
constituted, covers any,and ail 
types of grievances that might be 
lodged by an exhibitor against a 
distrib. Only restriction is on the 
setting of film rental deals. Under 
the plan, the local board, compris- 
in® disinterested representatives of 
both exhib and distrib groups, 
screens each complaint and then 
takes it to the distributor’s local 
office ‘for final settlement. Smith 
emphasized that conciliation costs 
an exhibitor nothing. In addition 
he said, an exhibitor going into 
conciliation loses none of his legal 
rights. Thus, if he isn't satisfied 
with the board’s recommendations, 
he still maintains his recourse to 
the courts. Smith said he’s pre- 
pared to visit any exchange center 
that invited him to explain the 
plan, adding, “I want to be of 
whatever assistance I can in get- 
ting the plan into operation.” 

As for Metro, according to Rodg- 
ers, his company has always main- 
tained an open door policy at all 
exchange centers, where exhibitors 
can take up grievances with M-G’'s 
branch managers, either in person 
or through their Organizations 


exhibitors, 


Mankiewicz’s Casting 

Lengthy string of Italo-American 
type actors were interviewed in 
New York Monday (22) by Joseph 
Mankiewicz for “East Side Story 
which he will direct for 20th-Fox. 
Mankiewicz was accompanied east 
by Sol C. S:egel, producer of the 
film. They will also select loca- 
tions for New York shooting 

Pair are planning to reiurn to 
the Coast Friday (26) and will 


start lensing Dec. 20. They'll be 
back east early in February to do 
the location work. Film. from a 


novel, “East Side, West Side,” by 
Jerome Weidman, will star Edward 
G. Robinson, Susan Hayward and 
Richard Conte. 




















.-and new Lincoln is 
coming — MUCH SOONER 
THAN YOU THINK, at Murray- 
Wiseman, your Bronx home of 
America’s. most beautiful car. 
Terms to fit your budget... super 
Service, too. Ask about your new 
Lincoln at Murray-Wiseman today! 
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“Smartly produced comedy that 
has the stuff to make audiences 
laugh.” — Film Daily 


“A merry romp ... what the ticket- 
buyiag public wants.”’ 


— Motion Picture Daily 


“Madcap comedy romance.” 
— Variety 


“Enough action, laughs and eye- 
filling interiors to please all aud- 
iences.”’ — Motion Picture Herald 


“Certain to win hilarious approval”’ 


— Showmen’s Trade Review 


BOB’S GOT 
THAT GLEAM! 


““Lamarr is a knockout!’’ 
— Daily Variety 


| ss WHEN THEY GET TOGETHER... 
CH WHAT A TEAM! 
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7 with AN NA STEN Robert Shayne « Mary Treen + Harry Antrim +» Norma Varden » 


Produced by EUGENE FRENKE and ROBERT CUMMINGS « Directed by RICHARD WALLACE - Associate Producer Joe Gottesman 
Screenplay by Howard Irving Young, Edmund Hartmann, Albert J Cohen and Jack Harvey + Original Story by Alber’ J Cohen and Jack Harvey 
A United California Productions, Inc Picture 
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NEW YORK 


Larry Ayres, former 20th-Fox 
salesman in the Philadelphia and 
Buffalo exchanges, named assistant 
to William C. Gehring in recently- 
formed reissue department. Gehr- 
ing is 20th’s assistant general sales 
manager. 

Edward Richter, chief booker of 
Metro’s N. Y. exchange, upped to 
N. J. salesman, replacing Lou Al- 
lerhand, promoted to Jersey mana- 
ger. Harold Margolis takes over as 
chief booker. 

William J. Heineman, Eagle 
Lion’s distribution veepee, planes 
for Seattle over the weekend to be 
on hand for an exhib luncheon 
which kicks off EL’s sales drive in 
honor of his assistant L. J. (Jack) 


Schlaifer. Heineman will be ac- 
companied by Milton E. Cohen, 
eastern divisional sales chief. EL 


topper then treks to Portland and 
San Francisco for exchange hud- 
dles before working his way east. 

Ben Kalmenson§ set’ two-day 
Warner homeoffice conclave for 
district managers Dec. 1-2. Will 
discuss merchandising of new 
product. 

Universal put through a number 
of personnel changes in its sales 
staff. Milton Schneiderman, former- 
ly aide to Fred Meyers, eastern divi- 
sion chief, transferred from home- 
office to the Washington branch as 
salesman. Peter C. Quiter, former 
Pitt office manager, upped to 
salesman in that sector. Also 
named as salesman is head booker 
George Byrd of Oklahoma City 
exchange. W. E. Maddox, Lin Har- 
rington and Paul Webster tapped 
as salesmen in Oklahoma City, 
Dallas and Des Moines territories 
respectively. 


ST. LOUIS 


Construction is nearing comple- | 
tion on new 600-seater in Gray- 
ville, Ill., replacing Premier, de- 
stroyed by fire last April. 

J. E. DeSilva, manager of Fox 
Midwest’s two houses in Marion, 
Ill., transferred to West Frankfort, 
Tll.. to succeed H. M. “Gilly” Bur- 
nett: latter replaces Homer Marvel 
as city manager in Mt. Vernon. Ill. 

™he New Union, Uniontown, Ky., 
lig ited. 

Darrell Pressnell, assistant man- 
ager of Fox Midwest’s Lincoln, 
Springfield, Ill., upped to manager 
of circuit’s Grand, Centralia, III. 

Sol Hankins, a Monogram sales- 
Man in this territory, upped to 
monager in Omaha. 

Mike J. Comer, former branch 
manager in Oklahoma City for 


| New York Theatres 
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BETTY GRABLE - DAN DAILEY 
“WHEN MY BABY 
SMILES AT ME” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
On Variety Stage—Mickey Rooney 


Rosario & Antonio - Harmonica Rascals 
Excerpts from ‘‘Mlie. Modiste”’ 


L_ROXY "25! 
OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 


Bate Snake Pit 
Produced by 


Directed by 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefejier Center 


“HILLS OF HOME" 


EDMUND GWENN @ DONALD CRISP 
TOM DRAKE @ JANET LEIGH 


and LASSIE ; 











Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR 8TAGE PRESENTATION 
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Monogram, juined Eagle Lion here 


as Missouri salesman. 

Directors of MPTOA of St. 
Louis, Eastern Missouri and South- 
ern Illinois launched plans for 
formation of a trade disputes con- 
ciliation system for St. Louis trade 
area, 





BOSTON 


E. M. Loew’s Victory 
here closed for remodeling. 
opening set for January first. 

After 12 weeks at the Astor, 
“Hamlet” moved over to the newly 
renovated Beacon Hill, on a two-a- 
day policy. 

Opening night of “Red Shoes” 
taken over by the Boston Junior 
League, benefitting the Community 
Drive. Picture goes into the 
Majestic, usually a legit house on 
a two-a-day roadshow basis. 

Harold W. Hall, former manager 
of the Orpheum and Uptown thea- 
tres, Gardner, named manager of 
Uptown here, replacing Wendall | 
Prouty, resigned. 

Ray Canavan, former district 
manager of E. M. Loew’s theatres, 
promoted to general division man- 
ager of theatre operations, new 
post. Will work directly under 
Max Finn, circuit’s general man- 
ager. 

A permit for a new theatre to be 
built in Newport, Vermont, by the 
Graphic circuit approved by state, 
and contracts have been awarded. 

Madison Pictures Corp. has new 
quarters on Stuart street, with Lew 
Breyer as manager. 


CHICAGO 


Dave Kimmel resigned from 
RKO sales staff to enter steel busi- 


theatre 
Re- 


| Ness. 


Mike Godshaw, United Artists 
country salesman, resigns with no 


| replacement scheduled. 


Metro adds Tom Wood and Con- 
rad Cook to the contract depart- 
ment. 

Dorothy Segall, with contract de- 
partment of Universal for the 20 
years, transferred td Coast. 

Dick Graft upped from booker 
to country salesman at Universal. 

John Sokley, Warner office man- 
ager here, promoted to salesman in 
this area. Arthur Weinberger, 
N. Y. office manager, replaces 
Sokley. Cal Leeder, Warner Pathe 
News homeoffice booker, gets 
Weinberg’s old spot. 


DETROIT 


Fisher theatre celebrating its 
20th birthday. 

Construction of a $300,000 drive- 
in has been started by Adolph and 
Irving Goldberg, and Charles 
Komer, of Community theatres, 
which will be able to accommodate 
1,100 cars. 

United Film Laboratories have 
been reopened by Lovell H. Barker, 
former theatre operator. It was 
closed during the war. 

A warrant charging Frank Perry, 
manager of the «United Artists 
, Theatre, with violating the child 
{labor laws was signed by Record- 
er’s Court Judge John J. Maher. 
State Dept. of Labor and Indus- 
try said Perry had employed eight 
boys and girls under 18 as aides 
jand candy salesmen. They alleg- 
|edly were allowed to work after 
midnight although the law requires 
students of that age to quit work 
by 10 and non-students by 11. 
| Bluma Schreiber, daughter of 
Alex Schreiber engaged to Walter 
Muller, local attorney. 

Alex Schreiber’s Grand River 
| Drive-In to open early in -the 
spring. 

' Paul Broder bringing back stage- 
shows to the Times Square after 
15-year lapse. 

Fred alton has vaude every 
'Monday and Tuesday at the Loop. 

Henry Kaufman who replaced 
Ronal Douglas at the Bell studying 
to be doctor of optometry. 

Harry Balk, with Korman Circuit 
for 12 years, has taken over the 
Chick with Joe Gutterman from 
the Circuit. Balk will be super- 








~| visor, Saul Saxon will be manager. 


Shad D. Hakim, who sold the 
Colony recently, plans to open the 
|old Fairview Gardens as a roller 
'rink next fall. 


i ae 
| SAN FRANCISCO 

North Coast Theatres, 
recently acquired the Frisco hold- 
‘ings of the Blumenfelds. plans 
| faceliftings on United Artists, Or- 
'pheum and Esquire. 

Ward Pennington appointed new 
Paramount exchange sales man- 
ager; former salesman in K. C. 

Cast of 20th-Fox’ “Hard Bar- 
ain” here for a month of northern 
alifornia shooting. Cast includes 
Richard Conte, Jack Oakie, Valen- 
tina Scortese and Lee J. Cobb. 


leases and, in returning them to 


which | 


| Delayed Again 
By a peculiar quirk, Govern- 
ment opposition to an appli- 
cation by the majors for a two- 


| week postponement of new 
hearings in the anti-trust case 
resulted in a longer delay than 


are estimated from reports filed 
mission and other sources. 





| that asked. Attorneys for the 
' companies appeared in cham- | 
| bers before N.Y. federal circuit | 
| Judge Augustus N. Hand and 

| first won a postponement to | 
| Dec. 13 from the original Nov. | 
| 29 date. 
| Special Ass’t Attorney Gen- 

| eral Robert L. Wright there- 

| after appeared before the 
court and argued against the 
Dec. 13 date. He convinced 
Judge Hand who, however, in- | 
stead of setting back hearings 

to the original Nov. 29 teeoff 
shoved them still further away 

to Dec. 20. 


——_-____- 


Myers, Ernst 


Continued from page 5 


























and still is not settled, has tied up | 
much time for the Federal judges. | 
He said: 

“I urge as the first reason for the | 
creation of special anti-trust courts 
the need for tribunals which can 
perform their full duty in such 
extraordinary proceedings without | 
neglecting any other duties... | 

“The appeals in the Paramount, 
Schine, and Griffith cases were all 
heard by the Supreme Court at the 
last term. All three were decided 





M-C’S 17 FOR NEXT 6 MOS. 
INCLUDES 2 REISSUES 


Tilting its releases for the next 
six months, Metro has grooved 17 
features, including two reissues for 
the period starting Dec. 1. Against 


| this, M-G released 13 new films and | 


three oldies during the compara- 
tive 26 weeks which ended June 1. 

Eight of the films will be in 
Technicolor. With four films now 
slated for December, Metro’s 1948 
release total hits 29 (including 
four reissues) against a total of 30 
(with two reissues) in 1947. If the 
present rate for next year holds up 
it will be the top 12 months for 
volume of releases in a number of 
years. 

The Christmas month will see 
“Hills of Home,” “Words and 
Music,” both in tint, plus reissues 
“San Francisco” and “A Night at 
the Opera” on the screens. For 


in favor of the Government. The | January, M-G plans “3 Godfathers,” 


Supreme Court recognized the ob- | 


John Ford opus; “Force of Evil,” 


nesday, November 24, 1949 


Comparative Table 


The majors’ 1948 profits listed here. Grosses, for the most 


| s th 
with the Securities Exchange Com- 


Co. 48 Net 47 Net Period ’'48Gross . ’47 Gross Period 
1. Par.. $20,015,000 $25,512,000 9 Mo. $86,000,000 $95,000,000 9 Mo. 
2. WB.. 10,321,000 19,134,000 9 Mo. 151,415,000 164,643,000 12 Mo. 
3. 20th. 9,119,613 10,608,098 9Mo. 121,432,769 130,767,635 9 Mo. 
(4. Metro 4,729,063 10,904,821 9 Mo. 133,000,000 135,000,000 9 Mo. 
5. RKO. 1,901,863 5,107,347 6 Mo. 84,000,000 89,000,000 6 Mo. 
6. Col... 565,000 3,706,541 12 Mo. Undisclosed 48,832,201 12 Mo. 
7.U 1,709,807* 2,470,167 12Mo. 41,000,000 47,000,000 12 Mo. 

* Loss. 
- 











Majors Nix 
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such as one which would bar the 
playing of new pix on video, might 
receive major company blessings. 

Other proposals made by TOA 
on censorship, taxation, 


ation plans and public relations 
were handed the greenlight. Plea 
for greater supervision of 16m 
playings to cut down on competi- 
tion with conventional theatres 
was slotted to Sidney Schreiber, 
general counsel for the MPAA, 
Schreiber is to work out closer sur- 
veillance of 16m bookings by the 
majors. 
Public Relations Shorts 


Besides issuing four public re- 
lations shorts made by the MPAA 
itself, the majors are swinging be- 
hind a proposal of Sullivan for the 
production of shorts to cover such 
| subjects as censorship and taxes. 
It is reported that Paramount and 


concili- 


vious similarity between the three | Enterprise production; Joe Paster- | 20th-Fox will each make one short 


their respective District Courts for | 
the working out of final judgments, | 


nak’s “The Kissing Bandit,” and 
the British-made ‘Piccadilly Inci- 
dent,” produced by Herbert Wil- 


indicated that there should be | cox. 
equality of treatment as between| “Act of Violence” and “The Sun 
the three circuits involved. |\Comes Up” is set for February. 


for TOA distribution. 


Sullivan has already won TOA 
board approval on the filmmaking 
project. These would include 
highly personalized messages to 
the public to which the exhib play- 


“We may applaud the’ Supreme | Pandro S. Berman’s “The Bribe” |ing the short could fix his own 


| 


Court for this gesture, but gesture | 
it is, because the three cases were | 


sent back to three separate courts |ted for March. 
and nothing in the judicial tradi- | “The Great 


and Arthur Freed’s Techni “Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game” is slot- 
“Little Women,” 


Sinner” and “The 


signature. Sullivan’s idea is to 
give the exhib a choice of several 
dozen messages, already on cellu- 
loid, so that the theatre man can 


tion leads me to think that they | Barkleys of Broadway” make the select the wording most appealing 
will confer with one another in trio in April. 


order to give effect to the Supreme | 
Court’s dictum... | 


“I believe that judges experi- | Garden,’ 


enced in this highly specialized 
branch of the law would eliminate | 


or greatly reduce the evil of the §, 


consent decree in Government 
cases. I believe that in many big 
cases, like the Paramount case, the | 
government has accepted consent | 
decrees—which always represent a 
compromise—because Government 
| counsel was appalled by the pros- 
pect of trying the cases under the | 
pressure put on them by the| 
| judges and under the rules and} 
procedure which prevail in the 
courts of general jurisdiction.” 
Ernst, who went a step further, 
|\told the House committee: “It 
seems to me Congress might as well 
come along and say ‘What is the 
use of leaving to a judicial body 
this question of divorce and di- 
vestiture?’ You know what is going 
‘to happen ultimately, unless you 
! people legislate. One of these five 





| 


| 





“The Stratton Story,” another 
baseball subject, and “The Secret 
* tinter produced by Clar- 
ence Brown, will meet the May 
schedule. 











Schary Plans | 


Continued from page 7 





to his own patrons. 


Idea which the film companies 
will now support is to get the local 
exhibs interested because’ the 
credit line goes to him rather than 
some biggie in the industry. Past 
beefs of exhibs have been that the 
local theatre plays the film but the 
top-bracket industryites grab off 
the credit. 








der, Schary said. He added that 


| at least half of all the films slated 


for production next year are orig- 
inals. 

Studio chief expressed the opin- 
ion that star values are still one of 
the most important factors at the 
boxoffice. A good picture with no 
stars can never do as well as a 
mediocre picture laden with top 
talent. Lack of star names is one 
of the factors slowing down re- 
turns on “Search,” the Swiss-made 
film which Metro is now releasing, 
Schary said. 

While Metro films, like those of 





| $60,000,000 Net | 


—_——— Continued from page3 = 


gain is coin which 20th, along with 
other majors, obtained under new 
pacts with France and Sweden. 

| Lopping Overhead 

| Heavy lopping of operating ex- 
|penses also helped 20th as it 
undoubtedly did Paramount. Film 
distribution, theatre operations and 
administration expenses amounted 
to $66,110,184, a considerable sav- 
ings over the $71,442,960 which the 











i giants is going to sell its 500 or | most studios, show a definite trend | concern laid out in the 39 weeks 


1,000 key theatres to an uncle or | 
a cousin, or just divide up the! 
stock, as RKO is doing. And you | 
haven't broken it up. You haven’t | 


toward shorter running times, 


Schary said, his company has set | 


up no arbitrary limits, preferring 
instead to let producers take as 


of 1947. 

Net ver-share earnings for 20th 
| hit $3.12 compared to $3.65 last 
|year. Gross is $121,432,769 against 





helped the little fellow with a thea- | ™uch time as necessary to tell the | $130,767,635. Provision for Federal 


tre in your home town. -And you | 
know what that means? The screen | 
diet of the nation is determined | 
by too few people. 
“What I think we have to get is | 
the judgment: of the little fellow | 
who owns the theatre. He must 
ultimately be given some capacity 
or power to select his pictures, and 
not be told, ‘You have got to take 
this picture or you are out of our 
circle.’ 

“T happen to represent the inde- 
pendents in many of these situa- 
tions. I pepresent the Selznicks 
and the Goldwyns and the Disneys ; 
and the independents in the movie | 
fight. I represented many interests 
against the Associated Press and I 





was in the radio situation where | Hughes to join the 


Sarnoff and Paley and other net- 
works lost their fight.” 





Prutzman’s Stock 
Washington, Nov. 23. 
Charles D. Prutzman, veepee and 
generai counsel of Universal, has 
gifted 2.000 warrants for the pur- | 


chase of U’s common stock to an! 
;undisclosed beneficiary. 


Remaining in Prutzmans’ hands | 
are warrants entitling him to the | 
purchase of 21,250 shares. He | 
also holds 6,100 shares of common 
j outright. 


| James K. 


story. He explained Metro’s em- 
phasis on Technicolor (at least half 
of next year’s product is to be 
tinted) with the obvious answer 
that the audience likes them in 
color, especially the musicals. 
Thus, Metro is going ahead full 
speed with Techni, even though 
the process adds 15-22% to a film’s 
negative costs, exclusive of prints. 

Schary declared he has no plans 
currently to produce anything per- 
sonally but said he will stick as 
closely as possible to several pic- 
tures coming up. He denied 
emphatically reports of further 
changes in the Metro studio exec 
personnel, with the exception of 
McGuinness. Latter is 
dickering with Howard 
RKO lot. 


EL Refuses to Delay 
Pic in RKO Title Snarl 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Eagle Lion has refused to hold 


now 





'up “He Walked By Night,” indi- 


cating RKO may have to hold 
“They Live By Night” anywhere 
from six months to a year. RKO 


| toppers feel title similarity is too 


great to give it an even chance 
at b.o. 

Complicating matters more is 
Warners’ reissuing of “They Drive 
By Night.” 


taxes totalled $6,600,000, while the 
Government collected $8,100,000 
;in °47, 

In the breakdown, third quarter 
net amounted to $2,224,954 for the 
/period ended Sept. 25. Against 
_ this, second quarter was $3,967,817 
while last year’s third stanza was 
$2,206,320. Incidentally, in each 
| of the past two quarters, company 
| has shown gains over last year. 
| Par’s third quarter earnings 
came to $6,445,000 compared with 
$8,105,000 in the preceding year. 
' Included is $1,417,000 from partly 
owned theatres and $600,000 of 
non-recurring income. Stock earn- 
‘ings for the nine months were 
,equivalent to $2.93 per-share 
against $3.63 for the first nine 
}months of 1947. Quarter ended 
Oct. 4. 

Regular Dividends 

Both Par and 20th coupled divi- 
dend announcements with their 
reports. Par declared a regular 
quarterly divvy of 50c on common, 
payable Dec. 24 to stockholders of 
record Dec. 3. Twentieth’s dividend 
, 0 common was also 50c with the 
melon being cut Dec. 23 for stock- 
holders of record Dec. 1. On its 
prior preferred stock, $1.12!2 pel 
Share will be divided Dee. 15 
among stockholders of record Dec. 
1. Quarterly divvy of 37!%c per 





Share is announced for convertible 
, preferred, payable Dec. 23 to stock- 
‘holders of record Dec. 1. 
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D.C. Current Floors Capital Gains 


‘Bureau of Internal Revenue’s okay of the Amos 'n’ Andy deal 
with CBS may be the last of its kind which the revenuers will 


approve. 


Inside talk here is that so far as Jack Benny's sale of property 
involving his radio program is concerned, he is likely to find he 


will not be allowed to take a capi 


pay the much larger personal income tax on his arrangement. 


Revenue Dept.’s approval of the 
public and private repercussions. 


Styles Bridges, of New Hampshire, chairman of the Senate Appro- 
priations Committee, demanded an explanation. Within the secrecy 


of the Treasury Dept. itself, there 


a ruckus over the approval given Freeman Gosden and Charles 
Correll to sell themselves and their show to CBS. 

Internal Revenue virtually never reverses an approval once given. 
Hence it must stand by the Amos ’'n’ Andy deal, and at the same 


time, must make clear that it ha 


and other top radio acts to do the same thing. 
Looking around for a way out of its dilemma, some revenue 
people are reported to be explaining that there is considerable 


difference between the Amos ’n’ 


involve almost any other radio personality. Explanation goes some- 


thing like this: 


Capital gains implies the selling of a property, not personal 
Hence something must be sold aside from the individual. 


services. 
It was all right for CBS to “buy” 


the act and not the actors are the important thing. 


both should quit, the act could go 
actors filling in the parts. 


would be sale of personal servic 


will not get Internal Revenue approval. 


It is that kind of a show. 
erty separate from Gosden and Correll. 

However, a Benny show without Benny would be nothing. In 
such cases and in virtually all other instances of top radio person- 
alities, the individual and the show are not divisible. 


a 
v 


Washington, Nov, 28. 


tal gains tax cut but will have to 
Amos 'n’ Andy thing has had both 
Not only have people like Sen. 


is understood to have been quite 


s not opened the way for Benny 


Andy deal and one which would 


the Amos ’n’ Andy show, because 
If either or 
on just as at present, with other 
It is a prop- 


There it 


es. Hence, such proposed deals 











Bill to Put Poll Supe 
To Be Introduced by Pa. Congressman 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. * 
Democratic Congressman - elect | 
| 


Earl Chudoff is preparing a legis- 
lative bombshell for pollsters and 
radio surveyites when he makes | 
his debut in the Lower House in | 
January. 

Speaking on the Univ. of Penn- | 
sylvania Forum, a weekly discus- | 
sion program over WCAU-TV, | 
Sunday (21), the newly-elected | 
Philadelphia Democrat announced | 
he will introduce legislation to 
regulate the operation of polls, 
preferably putting them under the 
supervision of the FCC. 


While Chudoff didn’t go into 
details on the television show, ra-| 
dio officials were left speculating | 
about the bill, which might easily 
go through under the new Con- 
gressional setup. Chudoff stated 
specifically he favored eliminating 
poll-taking by telephone, a detail 
which might throw the radio sur- 
vey field wide open. " 

There has been a lot of talk 
since the election over whether or 
not the polls should be continued, 
Chudoff said, but he thought they 
should be. “The American people 
enjoy looking at these polls and 
got a terrific kick out of the out- 
come, inasmuch as the polls were 
wrong. 

“I do say, however, the polls, 
have a psychological effect upon 
the people, and I think that effect 
is what we lawyers call a public 
interest. 


“Utilities have an effect upon 
public interest, the milk industry 
has an effect upon public inter- 
est, and in order to have a poll 
utility they should ‘be licensed by 
an agency.” 

The Congressman-elect then an- 
nounced that he would introduce | 
a bill at the coming session of 
Congvess to provide for the licens- 
ing of pollsters. 


‘We, the People’ Scripters 
Get a 22% Wage Hike 


Scripters on the “We, the Peo-' 


ple” radio-television series have | 
Zotten a 22° salary raise, retro-| 
active to Oct. 1, in a new contract | 
between the Radio Writers Guild 
and Young & Rubicam, agency for 
the sponsor, Gulf Oil. | 

Agreement was negotiated by 
James P, O'Neill, writer on the | 
program, and James Stabile, local | 
executive-secretary of the RWG,| 
representing the scripters, and Da-| 














vid G. Miller, attorney, Harry End- | 


ers and Walter Sullivan, for the 
agency. 


Legal Headache 


| lease. 


rvision Under FCC 





GF CEREAL DIV. LATCHES 
ON TO ‘GANGBUSTERS’ 


Cereal division of General Foods, 
as an additional budgetary item, 
has decided to latch on to spon- 
sorship of the Phillips Lord “Gang- 
busters,’ currently heard Saturday 
nights on ABC under Procter & 
Gamble auspices. P & G is drop- 
ping the show. 

However, instead of being re- 
entrenched in the ABC time, the 
show will move over to CBS and 
go into the Saturday night at 9 
segment. Currently occupying the 
latter time slot is the “Winner 
Take All” giveaway sustainer, 
which would be moved to a new 
time period. 





Looms If Allen 
Joins CBS Parade 


The question of whether Fred 
Allen ’‘is in a position to move his 
Sunday night show from NBC to 
CBS should the wholesale com- 
edy switchover materialize, leaving 
Allen alone holding down the NBC 
Sunday fort, has become a mivot 
point for speculation in the trade. 

CBS blueprint reads: Jack Benny 
at 7, Phil Harris-Alice Faye at 7:30, 
Edgar Bergen at 8, Amos 'n’ Andy 
at 8:30. That means Allen would 
be bucking the A & A opposition, 
a situation Allen obviously doesn’t 
relish. CBS would like to cap the 
whole coup by maneuvering an 
Allen switchover to the 9 o'clock 
Sunday segment. 

However, Allen’s present spon- 
sorship by Ford dealers is under 
a lend-lease arrangement from 
Standard Brands, under which the 
NBC time is also lend-leased. 8B 
from all indications is still in a 
position to recapture the time and 
show when and if it decides to 
move into the bigiime radio picture 
again. 

In view of the multiple legal 
ramifications that would be in- 
volved, it’s considered highly likely 
that Allen, despite the renewed 
CBS overtures, would settle by 
staying put. Otherwise, it’s figured, 
it would add up to a double lend- 





| DEFENSES 


DOWN 








CTAOTZ SHIPPED 
BAGK TO COAST 


Sudden departure for the Coast 
last week of Sidney N. Strotz with 
bag and baggage for an “indefinite 
period” is believed to be cued to a 
sudden realization on the part of 
the NBC that its “western front’’ 
has not been as impregnable as the 
web had imagined. 

Some months back Strotz was 
brought in to New York to head up 
the network’s television operation. 
Prior to that he was No. 1 man on 
the Coast for NBC. Through all 
those years it was Strotz who was 
right on top of the whole program 
picture, his close, friendly rela- 
tionship with the Bennys, Bergens, 
etc., being no small factor in the 
network’s undisputed role in its 
top talent monopoly. 

Oddly enough, it wasn’t until the 
NBC Coast operation was left 
Strotz-less that things began to 
pop, with Amos ’n’ Andy exiting 
for the CBS capital gains deal and 
NBC subsequently threatened with 
loss of its prize Sunday parlay. 

Strotz, turning over the tele 
operation pro tem to Carleton 
Smith, left for the Coast within 
several days after he and prexy 
Niles Trammell returned empty- 
handed after failing to sign up 
Benny. NBC, in acknowledging 
Strotz’ departure for an indefinite 
stay, “with full power of attorney 
to act on all matters,” says it’s 
part of a new attempt to reopen 
negotiations, if possible. 

But most quarters see much 
broader implications; a bid by 
NBC, through Strotz returning to 
his old bailiwick, to salvage every- 
thing possible and prevent further 
deflections. Strotz, they realize, 
is the one who can do it if anybody 
can, 


Coulter, Dolan 


In F-C-B Exit 


Douglas Coulter is exiting as 
New York radio head for Foote, 
Cone & Belding. Agency’s inac- 
tivity in radio in the N. Y. office 
(most of the billings have been 
coming out of the Chicago office 
since F-C-B parted company with 
the $10,000,000 American Tobacco 
account last year) resulted in the 
economy move, Tom McDonald, 
who was Coulter’s assistant, moves 
up to the spot. 

Departure of Emerson Foote, 
prez of F-C-B, for London on Sat- 
urday (19) is cued to a personnel 
overhaul in the agency’s London 
office. Pat Dolan, who headed up 
the London office as a veepee (he 
was formerly in the Chi office) has 
exited, along with Bob Strother, 
who was head of the agency’s lucra- 
tive Swiss Watch account under 
Harry Berk, v.p. of F-C-B Inter- 
national Division. Dolan and 
Strother say they resigned because 
of differences of opinion with Berk. 
Brian MacCabe, who was exec di- 
rector of the London office, takes 
over Dolan’s spot as manager. 

Before going to F-C-B, Coulter 
was head of CBS programming, the 
post now held by Hubbell Robin- 
son, whom Coulter succeeded at 
F-C-B. 

Dolan operated out of the Inter- 
national Division of F-C-B, which 
currently has billings of $6,000,000, 
representing English and European 
accounts. 


KSTP on Economy Spree 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

KSTP has begun reduction of its 
force as saving due to new midcity 
location. 

Three technicians have been laid 
off and further reductions are 
planned as resuli of consolidation 
of facilities. 

Station previously had separate 
studios in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul loop district, but moved to 
headquarters on boundary between 
the two cities, with FM-TV trans- 
mitter at same location. 











Riggio s Anti-Capital Gains Stand 
New Quirk in Jack Benny Odyssey 





The Works 


In view of his behind-the- 
scenes financial masterminding 
of the capital gains maneuvers 
among radio’s top talent, sol- 
idly entrenching his Music 
Corp. of America as a poten- 
tial kingpin in _ television, 
they’re now referring to Jules 
C. Stein as Chairman of the 
Board of Show Business. 


P & G Cool To 
NBC's Sunday 











Night Overtures 


Most frequently-bandied ques-| 
tion around the trade the past} 
week has been: “Wha ’oppens to 
the Sunday night time on NBC?” 
The network chieftains, in a switch 
from the years when they were 
riding the SRO crest seven nights 
a week, frankly confess they don’t 
know what the answer is, and at 
the moment they’re completely 
stymied. Their fervent hope is that 
the CBS deal, still up in the air, 
doesn’t materialize. That would 
automatically solve everything. 

NBC, it’s understood, sought to 
negotiate a deal whereby Procter 
& Gamble would take over the en- 
tire 7 to 8:30 Sunday period for a 
moveover of “Life of Riley,” 
“Truth or Consequences” and the 
Red Skelton show. However, the 
various agencies involved report- 
edly greeted it with a categorical 
nix, not wanting any part of the 
Benny-Harris-Faye-Bergen compe- 
tition from CBS, and preferring to 
stay put. 

Some of the network execs still | 
cling to the belief that a strong |} 
sequence of adventure-crime stuff, | 
particularly of ‘the “Mr. District 
Attorney” variety, would be the. 
real answer to fighting the CBS 
comedy lineup, should the paley 
coup come about. 

The NBC ban on crime shows be- 
fore 9:30 p.m. automatically rules 
out such a decision. As one net- 
work exec put it: “There’s one 
edict that’s really coming home to 
roost. We made our policy. Now 
we got to sleep with it.” 


| 








Textron Prexy Bares 
Helen Hayes Stock Deal 
To Clinch Radio Series 


Boston, Nov. 23. 


Royal SS. Little, Textron Inc. 
president, told a Senate subcom- 
mittee here that he had sold Helen | 





Hayes 10,000 shares of Textron) 
stock at $5 a share less than his_ 
own purchase at the same time | 
for the Rhode Island Charities | 
Trust. Little said he had quoted | 
the lower figure to the actress “in| 
the interests of getting the services 
of Miss Hayes or a radio show.” | 
(Miss Hayes did the Textron series | 
several seasons back.) | 

The industrialist said the deal | 
was handled through Alfred Mac- | 
Arthur, Miss Hayes’ brother-in- | 
law, acting as agent. He testified | 
before a subcommittee headed by | 
Sen. Charles W. Tobey, New Hamp- | 
shire Republican, which is probing 
operations of the Rhode Island 
Charities and affiliated trusts, | 


FM: Forget Mine 


Austin, Nov. 23. 

Texas Broadcasting Corp., own- | 
ers and operators of KTBC, has 
asked the FCC to delete the license 
of KTBC-FM. 
According to the request, KTBC 
is receiving interference from an. 
outlet in Cuba and as a result may 
have to move from its present site. 





+ The CBS-Jack Benny - Musie 


Corp. of America “capital gains” 
maneuvering hit a new snag over 
the weekend, this one, from all ac- 
counts, emanating from the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. 


Just when CBS board chairman 
William S. Paley had successfully 
hurdled all the Benny and MCA 
obstacles and it looked like the 
network had the Benny-Phil Har- 
ris-Edgar Bergen parlay in its lap 
with the blessings of everyone (ex- 
cept NBC) concerned, Vincent Rig- 
gio, prez of American Tobacco, 
moved into the picture. 


Riggio called a meeting of his 
board last Friday (19) in N. Y., 
and, along with execs of his 
agency, BBD&O, kicked the Benny- 
CBS situation around in a full-day 
of huddling. (Benny’s agency lam- 
pooning on his last Sunday’s (21) 
broadcast, aimed specifically at. 
BBD&O, was recognized within the 
trade as some _ kidding-on-the- 
square.) 


Benny’s contract with American 


a 


A Bergen Never Forgets 
For the past 10 years, it ap- 
pears, Edgar Bergen has been 
trying to persuade NBC to give 
him a special studio spotlight 
for his Sunday night .broad- 
casts from the Coast, It could 
be had, he pointed out, for 
about $15. ” 
In the midst of NBC prexy 
Niles Trammell’s turbulent ses- 
sions on the Coast last week in 
a bid to retain Jack Benny, 
Phil MHarris-Alice Faye and 
Bergen, the latter showed little 
or no concern over the $2,000,- 
000 deal involving his future 
in radio. 


“Look, Niles,” was Bergen’s 
paramount pitch, “how about 
that spotlight?” 





eat 


Tobacco still has five years to run 
after this season, so that Riggio 
obviously is an important factor in 
whatever decision the comedian 
makes on switching over to Paley 
& Co. While everyone concerned 
at last Friday’s meeting is pledged 
to a hush-hush policy, it’s reported 
that Riggio looks askance at his 
star radio salesman playing around 
with capital gains propositions, 
particularly in view of recent D. C. 
repercussions and Sen. Styles 
Bridges’ threat to investigate c.g. 
maneuvers as a “tax dodge.” 

Those who know Riggio intli- 
mately say that, five-year contract 
or no, if Benny persists in making 
such a deal it could conceivably 
wind up with Riggio cancelling out 
the show without batting an eye. 
That would put the onus on Colum- 
bia—as his new boss—to find a 
sponsor for him. 


: Around CBS everybody is sitting 
tight. The rumor mill has been 


—_— 





.in operation at a 24-hour-a-day 


clip, some saying Benny in return 
for his signature gets a chunk of 
CBS stock (which web execs deny), 
and others maintaining that MCA 
is in it “neck deep” sharing with 
CBS a fat piece of Benny and his 
Amusement Enterprises operation. 

NBC is also sitting tight, wait- 


ing and hoping — that nothing 
happens. 





Quite a Difference 


Unquestionably a strong factor 
in NBC vs. CBS comedy raiding 
situation is the makeup of the 
rival network organizations as cor- 
porate setups. 


On the one hand, the trade is 
quick toe point out, William S. 
Paley, the Columbia board chair- 
man, as the majority stockholder, 
need only answer to himself in 
making decisions. 


In contrast, NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell, regardless of his own 
feelings and close relationship with 
the web’s top array of talent over 
the years, is still at the whim of 
the RCA board of directors. NBC 


It’s first case in which such con- In view of this the outlet does not is only a subsid. David Sarnoff & 


solidation has been effected here. 


‘desire to enter FM. 


| Co. still run the works. 








pe ete 


RADIO 


Wednesday, November 24, 1943 





Directors Guild Heads for Big Scrap 
With Agencies, Indies as Talks Resume 


The Radio and Television Di-* 
rectors Guild heads for a big blow- 
off with the major ad agencies and | 


| : ‘What, Me Obtuse?’ 
indie package producers as nego- 


tiations resume today (Wed.) in| Washington, Nov. 23. 
General 














New York for a basic minimum : Broadcasting C wo Pp: 

agreement to cover freelance di- pressing its claim as a ee = 

i 2 ar > 1 e | 

rectors in radio. After three weeks wed AB a goal ° vaekil 

of mulling over the RTDG’s pro- anneal leat week that Victory 
> ‘ontract, the agency-pack- Me ‘ : — . 3 
pacer een > coming +s fe Broadcasting Corp. is resorting to a 

ae Mls Ai a ad holding up an 


“obtuseness” in 


> rie m and , 
meet with a friendly, but fir CC decision on who gets the out- 


KLZ Newscaster 
flat ‘‘no.” 


let. . a 
It is understood also that In a petition filed by its Wash- CARL AKERS 
» basic jecti ng busi “G. Fiscl 


covered so-called supervisory per General contended that Dadgersid ast _— Mh. By 
: .-,, has shifted its position in its argu- Akers - a popular newc 
ocunel. i was pointed —y aoa ments against General's competi- KLZ’s widely recognized news de- 
such sponsors as Ford and other tive bid for WOV. thus delaving | partment, 
. « e 43 . * seei pom 
ganization of supervisory personnel ; — : 


> sinc as February. 
in their plants and are in no mood a, cg 4 fast | ron yt 
to switch Aside from the unwarrante 


e © 
the — in dealing with terference with Commission - Winnick Renews 


ness entailed by this later shift,” 
Hopes that the agency-packagers caid General, Victory’s “new posi- | MB .’ 0 ti 9 


would soften in their attitude to- tion is suspect at once, because 
Maurice Winnick, London band- 


Writing and airing KLZ news 
broadeasts is the forte of Carl 


KLZ, DENVER 
wes noe enamine 








ward dealing with the cue-throwers the display of a high degree of ob- 
as a result of the Democratic Party tyseness in the matter is 
sweep in the Presidential and Con- presently in its self-interest.” 

gressional elections have not borne 
fruit. Under the Taft-Hartley law, 
which is sfill in force, the money 


General contends that the terms | 
of its competitive bid for the sta- 
‘ ; > tion is more satisfactory to the | 
boys dont have to write pacts with Commission than the original bid 
non-certified unions, such as the o¢ victory’s, > 
show, which in turn he has been 





|came to terms with Mutual Broad- 
casting System for an extension of 
his rights to the “20 Questions” 


RTDG, and they are standing on 
their legal rights. 
9 3 
pated fireworks was made yester- Hodges Ch field 
day (Tues.) by the agencies, who | presenting over the British Broad- 
began looking for an indirect set- | |easting system. The BBC wanted 
tlement with the directors that | to buy the show directly from MBS, 
will, at the same time, be okayed | casts at eliminating Winnick, who already 
by the sponsors. 
les, the agency-packager negotiat-| Russ Hodges has been given the we | suns in Eis lanaeeat> on Gen 
ng committee looks upon the |nod by Chesterfield for the lucra- BBC 
Guild’s proposed contract as “ex-|tive WMCA, N. Y., berth as succes- ae. ’ : ? 
treme.” The Guild’s proposals Sor to Frankie Frisch in calling |. The ‘state-owned radio system 
cover (1) recognition, (2) Guild "em on the New York Giants games. isn’t commercial, but Winnick gets 
shop, (3) basic minimum fees, (4) He'll also double into the WPIX ®@ Tegular plug every time “Ig- 
vacations with pay. and (6) air field, doing six innings for the | ¢@st, and in ! 
eredits. Against ‘Guild exec claims |,WMCA radio fans and three for the BBC buildup by booking these 
that such demands are justifiable, |the televiewers. acts Jn the oye penne the 
the ad agencies regard them as vir- Hodges is reportedly down for gral “y ge somes: Presen’ 
tually revolutionary. $35,000 a year and has been signed- - “~~, oppayonein ae Gener a 
oe to a five-year contract. Dader- amount of continuous publicity 
() Se On man for his announcer sidekick. 
pen ason | Choice berth became 


An effort to head off the antict- 
Aside from the Taft-Hartley an- | has another show, “Ignorance Is 
audition practices and fees, (5) telecast of the games for Chester- norance” or “Questions” is broad- 
stood he may take on Marty Glick- f°" Winnick, and a London 
iwhen Frisch exited to 





local 


over BBC are now “‘by courtesy of 
Maurice Winnick.” The latter, who 
also heads his orchestra at Ciro’s 


Giants coaching staff under Leo | ondon, couldn’t come to New 

ABC Vee @s Durocher. — ‘York to arrange for the renewal 

| Hodges hits the big coin class, yights, but through 

continuing to do the blow-by-blow chip with Wall streeter J. Arthur 

Two ABC vice presidents re- for Ballantine on the Tournament | Warner, the latter closed for the 

signed last week and a third was 0f Champions. He also has his Du- | renewal rights, paying Mutual 

rerouted from New York to the Mont network, Hodges Scorebdard | ground $4.000. Incidentally, be- 

Coast. Charles Barry, vice presi- show. 'eause of the dollar-exchange situa- 

dent in charge of radio and tele) tion, Warner personally advanced 
programming, is slated to leave for 


vacant 
join the 











| From the Production Centres | 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Effective with Dec. 4 broadcast, Eileen Wilson, Les Brown's ex- 
chirper replaces Beryl Davis on Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” show.... 
Arthur J. Barry, Jr., for 10 years associated with Free & Peters, hag 
been elected veepee of the station rep outfit....Chuck Lewin, Grey 


| agency radio exec, to Coast for several weeks to set spot biz cam- 


| 


} 


|from an appendectomy at the French hospital. . 


| trip 


leader and radio producer, finally ; 


paign there for Ohrbach's, which is opening L.A. store.... Flock of 
radio vets at shindig tossed last night (Tues.) at Sherry’s for Phil 
Carlin, Mutual program veepee, marking his 25th year in radio 
Guy Sorel added to cast of “David Harum” Arthur Kohl to “Back- 
stage Wife” Anthony Randall to “Lorenzo Jones’... . Kermit Mur- 
dock to “Just Plain Bill’....Mary Best to “Front Page Farrell.” 


Rod Erickson is producer of the “We, the People” show on both 
AM and TV. with James Sheldon director and a writing staff including 
James P. O'Neill, Aubrey Williams and Leonard Safir Larry Romer, 
reporter-writer for “We, the People,” has returned from a trip to 
Europe, during which he gathered a number of filmed-and-recorded 
spots for use on both the radio and video editions of the show. One 
is an interview with Garry Davis, former Army flyer who gave up his 
U. S. citizenship some months ago to become a “citizen of the world” 
and work for peace. Davis, a former musical comedy actor, is a son of 
bandleader-producer Meyer Davis. 


Gerald Maulsby, assistant CBS director of public affairs, recovering 
Richard Hubbell, 
head of Hubbell Associates, off on a cross-country business and lecture 
Tiffany Thayer, with J. Walter Thompson for 11 years, has 
resigned to join creative staff of Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles 

Comm. Tom A. Brooks named veepee of Hearst Radio, Inc., suc- 
ceeding the late E. M. Stoer Pat Weaver, Young & Rubicam veepee, 
named head of the Radio & Television committee of the American 
Heart Assn. 1949 campaign Juvenile Jury” and William Shirer re- 
newed on Mutual. General Foods has signed “Jury” for a third season, 
also picking up additional MBS stations, effective with Jan 2 renewal 
date Parker Fennelly, the “Titus Moody” of Fred Allen’s show, in 
film debut in “My Silent Love,” Paramount short starring Jane Pickens. 


NBC’s Beb Trout, who has covered every Presidential inauguration 
since FDR’s first in 1933, will be at the mike again on Jan. 20 when 


| Pres. Truman takes the oath in Washington....WOR complains it has 


in turn has capitalized | 


gag has it that even the time signals ! 


close friend- | 


the funds to MBS. 
iggy possibly before egg | MPLS. STATIONS STRIKE | is. Winsick at the moment is in 


replace Don Searle as 

veepee in charge of the ABC} 

western division. | 

Barry's successor as ABC's top 

rogram exec in New York will be | 
Donald Wilson, the net’s Coast ° 
director of programs and produc- 

tion. 

Charles E. Rynd’s resignation as 


New York, house-guesting with the 
HINGES ON PAY TALKS | pe Greenwich, Conn. Her 
: i a maestro-husband may fly over 
. Minneapolis, Nov. 23. around the holidays for a few days. 
Freeman Hurd, international rep | ‘ 
technicians union, returned | 
here to seek settlement of wage | 


‘dispute with five stations. WOV ITALIAN SERIES 


Technicians, affiliated with AFL 





vice president and assistant secre- | International Brotherhood of Elec- | ON TOLERANCE SET: 
tary becomes effective Dec. 1. He’s | ‘tical Workers, voted a strike last | 

Jeaving to become prez and genera], ™onth but postponed walkout} WOV,N. Y., and the Institute for 
manager of Audio and Video Prod-| When talks with operators in- | Democratic Education have com- 


ucts Corp., of which he is a ma-| dicated negotiation might work. | bined on a series of tolerance pro- 
Jority stockholder. Firm controls; , Strike notice has been filed with | rams in Italian, with first pro- 
eastern rights to the Ampex Mag. State labor board, however. Sta- | gram to tee off tomorrow (Thurs.) 
netic Tape Recorder, used in the, tions affected are WTCN, WMIN, | at 6.05 p.m. Marking first time 
Bing Crosby show. Identity of WDGY, WLOL and KSTP. Others | such a series of foreign language 
Rynd’s successor at ABC is not yet locally have separate contracts. | Programs has been aired in the 
known. | Principal issue is wages, the | U. S., the series (all of 15 minutes) 
Frank Samuels, ABC Coast sales; U"!on demanding 20% ' 
manager, will head operations un-| f™ original request for 30%. 
til Barry arrives in Hollywood. Companies have offered $5 a week, 
Latter has been ABC’s program- | *Mounting to 12!2c. per hour. 
ming veepee since July, 1947. A, P@P ranges now from $50 start-| Series, Titled “Il Prossimo Tuo” 
former Presidential announcer ing rate at WMIN to $90 top at (“The Man Next Door”), will take 
with NBC, he joined the Blue net- | KSTP. tations are in triple brack- | up problems of prejudice and dis- 
work when that forerunner of ABC | &t: WMIN at bottom, WTCN,/| crimination as they affect Italians 
was formed in 1942. | WDGY and WLOL in middle and| in the U. S. Initial airer will have 
Don Searle has denied that re- KSTP at top. Union also asks|a panel consisting of Joseph Cal- 
eent illnesses prompted him to re- “form pay for all five. deron, of the National Conference 
sign his key post with ABC on the | of Christians and Jews; Alberto 


tute will offer transcriptions of it 
gratis to 57 U. S. stations that 
carry foreign language programs. 








Coast, which he has held since Oct., | . : |Cupelli, Italian consul in New 
1944." He will devote full time to John Reed King, Bernie | ven. 224 Dr. Charles Fama, 
“private interests,” including “one ? 


N. Y. physician, discussing preju- 





r two” AM stations he plans to | dice. Dramatic portion, titled “Tur- | 
He also owns pieote of sev- | Set For WOR Shows key and Spaghetti,” will empha- 
eral oil companies. | John Reed King and Al Bernie Size “respect for differences. 
have been signed by WOR, N Y., Other programs will dramatize 

half-hour shows. 8roup stereotypes, discrimination 


\for once-a-week 
Norman Upped at WFIL. King will m.c. a Saturday audi- 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. (ence participation stanza called 
John D. Norman has been named ,‘“‘Three’s a Crowd.” Bernie will 
roduction supervisor of WFIL. star in “Let’s Play Games,” night- 
orman joined the WFIL staff time show owned by Jane Martin, 
earlier this year, coming here from which was sponsored several sea- 
KTRH, Houston. He has been in , sons back by Vicks. WOV will direct programs, which 
charge of the station's “Hayloft; Both shows will debut as sus- use Italian radio and legit actors. 
Hoedown,” the ABC net program tainers. No starting dates have | Paul Romeo orchestra supplies the 
Saturdays at 10:30 p.m. i been set as yet. ,; music. 


in jobs and education, etc. 


Series was jointly produced by 
Arnold Hartley, WOV program di- 
rector, and Harold Franklin, Insti- 
tute program director. Alfredo 
Segre scripted. Renzo Sacerdoti of 


rescaled | Will run 13 weeks. Then the Insti- | 


, has another audience show in the works, ‘““You Be the Judge.” 


sold so many 30-second spots between programs it hasn’t any time re- 
maining to plug its own shows. Program dept. brains are tinkering 
with the idea of linking occasional house plugs with call letters in sta- 
tion breaks Wallachs, New York men’s store chain, wiil sponsor a 
local repeat of Drew Pearson’s ABC show on WJZ alone, at 11 pm, 
starting Sunday (28). Pearson is heard on the net for Lee Hats at 6 
p.m. For the fifth successive year WOR will solicit funds to buy 
toys and clothing for children in the free wards of New York city 
hospitals. Last year WOR listeners responded with 25,000 presents. 

Starting tonight (24) Benny Rubin’s midnight WOR air series to be 
heard from Al Schacht's steakhouse on E. 52nd. 

Mutual has set the annual Catholic one-timer, “The Joyful Hour.” for 
a full hour on Sunday, Dec. 17, 8:30 p.m. Program, for which MBS 
donates time, will feature an all-star Hollywood cast WNEW setting 
aside 9:45-10:30 Friday night for airing of the recorded “I Can Hear It 
Now” reprise of historic events by the top commentators. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Luckies’ Hit Parade reverted to the 10 top tunes when a survey dis- 
closed that it was more acceptable than the top seven with a flock of 
extras tossed in Kenny Delmar (Sen. Claghorn) signed as chief 
character and narrator of Impossible Pictures’ “Beyond Civilization to 
Texas.” KECA bought Art Baker’s Note Book and moves it from 
KFI, where it has been airing for 10 years with participating sponsors 

Dr. Karl Wecker, Hollywood Bowl manager, joined KGFJ as class- 
ical musical consultant. Station’s turntables spin almost constantly 
Bill Holmes checked off KECA writer-producer staff to freelance, giv- 
ing up his berth to Jack Wormser Larry Berns wrapped up “Be 
Funny for Money,” an audience participation show for CBS. It's Ben 
Brady’s idea and he emcees. ...Chet Mittendorf, one of the owners cf 
‘Breakfast in Hollywood,” moved up a generation and recorded a show 
with grandmas. Cliff Arquette is the emcee....Jim Doane back in 
town after three months in New York....Shirley Mitchell, long one 
of the top AFRANS, resuming her career here after taking the vows 
back east... John U. Reber around to sample shows for J. Walter 
Thompson clients and incidentally to have words with Edgar Bergen 
on his future plans Hiall March pulled out of Newsweek Looks 
Ahead because of conflicting commitments. Paul Frees took over 
Don Gilman, former NBC coast head, became a grandfather last week 
when the Page Gilmans became three. Papa has long been a fixture 
on “One Man’s Family.” Cy Howard says his desert tan is ‘through 
the courtesy of Park Levy.” He whipped up the scripts of ‘“My Friend 
Irma” while Howard worshipped the Sun God... Jean Meredith took 
over her new duties as Coast publicity director of Benton & Bowles, re- 
lieving Phil Bottfeld, who returned to New York....Raymond Morgan 
He has 
been eminently successful at this type of show, having practically 
pioneered it with the late Tom Breneman. .. Thompson's press head 
Joe Leighton enlarged his family with adoption of a girl Foote, 
Cone & Belding folded its publicity department Bill Spier nar- 
rowly missed the knife after an appendix flareup. He’s okay now... 
Arch Oboler, fresh from his trip through darkest Africa for Frederick 
Ziv, showed up at the Derby with tie and vest. It wasn’t so long ago 
that he was dubbed “genius in sweat shirt.”....When Jane Wyman sold 
her first painting to “Corny” Jackson for $4.75, MCA’s Chuck Koren 
moved in fast on the check to deduct the firm’s commission Metro's 


| FM station now carrying the John J. Anthony hour under sponsor- 


‘a girls’ dormitory 


ship by a nostrum... Jim and Marian Jordan three a pheasant party 
for a group of friends, the birds being bagged by them in South Dakota. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bill Myers exiting as sales service manager of WGN... Fund of 
$1,072 in memory of the late Margaret Wiley, timebuyer of J. Walter 
Thompson, will be turned over to the Off-the-Street Club for outfitting 
.Johnny Nerton, ABC veepee, becomes a resident 
of Wilmette Dec. 1....“I'll Remember Indiana,” a book of poesy by 
WBBM newswriter Tom Koch, hits the stands this week .. Dr. Preston 
Bradley rounded out his 25th year in radio Thurs. (18)... Sailfish 


_almost eight feet long, landed by “Hint Hunt” emcee Chuck Acree on 


his recent Florida trip, is on display in the Wrigley restaurant window 
....NBC’s sound department now under the wing of Bill Kephart, 
chief announcer, following Tommy Horan’s shift to TV service mgr.... 


Student pilot was killed last week when his plane rammed into WMBI's 


transmitter during a rainstorm. ...Wade Adv., Benton & Bowles, Camp- 
bell Soup and Miles Laboratories signed for Nielsen’s radio index serv- 
ice Justin Miller, NAB prez, in Sun. (28) to make the principal ad- 
dress at the National Assn. of Radio Farm Directors meet... Paul 
Keenan, Sewall Gardner, Elliott Detchon, and James Fitzmerris now 
heading up Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample’s Chi office....Al Weisman’s 
“Red Feather Kid” calling on all radio and TV stations last week to 
award Red Feather Oscars for aid in the Community Fund Drive 

Ben Park, producer of “It’s Your Life,” bedded by flu Beulah 


Karney, WENR home economist, named radio chairman of the Lilinois 
(Continued on page 32) 
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Hooper's Top 15 and the Opposition 


PREQQUAE PUT OW 





| 


|. Broadcast Measurement Bureau | 
is on the hot seat. The pressure’s | 


from the outSide and from within. 


climaxed by an NAB board meet- 
ing last week at which BMB was 
carpeted and an emergency BMB 
board meeting in New York on 
Monday (22) will lead to the res- 
ignation of either Hugh Feltis, 
BMB’'s president, or John Chur- 
chill, research director. In some 
quarters there is even talk of the 
possible dissolution of BMB, but 
execs of the industry setup say 
t’ain’t so. 

Although BMB brass have tried 
to maintain a “security silence” on 
the whole blowoff, it’s no secret 
that there have been mutterings 
from the industry for some time 
on certain aspects of the bureau’s 
operation. In most cases the heefs 
have come at an individual station 
level. But some of the objections 
have been more basic—so much so 
that BMB’s future may be at stake. 


BMB’s entire structure was sur- 
veyed in a hectic conclave Monday 
(22) at the Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., 
which began at 10 a.m. and ended 
at 6 p.m—one of the longest in 
the Bureau’s history. 

Although the BMB board meet- 





board session in 
weighed the Bureau's operations, 


(Nov. 15 Report) 
Total 
Network 
Sponsored Network Com- 
Program Competition petition | 

Walter Winchell.. ..... 27.0 Electric Theatre...... 6.5 19.0 
Man. Merry-Go-Round. 9.4 

Lux Radio Theatre..... 25.0 Gabriel Heatter....... 69 11.1 
Johns-Manville News.. 2.3 
Telephone Hour...... 6.8 
Dr. |. Q —. oe 

Fibber & Molly........ 22.8 E. D. Canham—News.. 2.4 11.5 
_ Johns-Manville News.. 2.3 

Toth TEeey ..ccvescesss ELS Clee BON... cc sc ccne 6.9 14.5 
Sherlock Holmes...... 49 

Bob Hope....cccecess. 20.0 Town Meeting........ 46 17.0 
We, the People....... 8.1 
Gabriel Heatter....... 6.8 

Godfrey's Talent Scouts. 18.5 Railroad Hour........ 5.1 19.3 
Voice of Firestone.... 9.7 

My Friend Irma........ 17.1 Arthur Gaeth......... 2.1 9.9 
Fish & Hunt Club..., 1.4 
Contented Program... 5.8 

Phil Harris-Alice Faye.. 166 C arnegie ere 28 18.1 
Amos 'n’ Andy 12.1 
Behind the Front Page. 3.2 

Duffy’s Tavern......... 16.8 Milton Berle o 8.7 19.1 
Your Song & Mine. 4.5 
Gabriel Heatter....... 6.7 

Mr. District Attorney... 164 Groucho Marx........ 95 198 
Harvest of Stars...... 6.7 
Johns-Manville News.. 2.3 

Stop the Musi¢......... 15.9 Sam Spade Pere 95 243 
Charlie McCarthy..... 14.2 
Pree PERU. fe hr ee 14.8 

People Are Funny..... 15.7 WN? hee cits ons ass 9.5 

Crime Photographer.... 15.4 Revere All-Star Revue. 2. 3 16.5 
Johns-Manville News.. 2.3 
Sealtest Show........ 11.5 

Mr. Keen......cccece. 15.2 Better Half......2+.. 3.1 19.6 
Burns & Allen........ 14.1 

Horace Heidt..... .-»». 149 #jJimmie Fidler........ 49 12.1 

ee BE nk hee ee 14.9 Hit the Jackpot....... 10.1 14.9 





Lowell Sun AM Pullout Seen as Trend 
To Vamp Radio Due to Television 


Washington, Nov. 23. 


Beginning of what may well be | 


a trend toward withdrawing plans 
to enter 
because of the rapid developments 


in television, is appearing in peti- | 


tions being filed with the FCC. The 
idea that AM radio can pay the | 
freight for video until the latter is 
on its own seems to be going out | 
the window. 

Last week, for «example, from 
among the batch of briefs sub- 
mitted to FCC was one from the 
Lowell Sun Publishing Co., Lowell, 
Mass., which had an application 
pending for a 5kw fulltime station, 
in addition to one it has for a tele- 
vision outlet. Lowell Sun's brief 


asked the Commission to dismiss | 
its AM application because it has | 
“to devote its entire re- 


decided 
sources to the development of 
television.” 

Lowell Sun went into consider- 
able detail in giving reasons for | 
its action. It told the Commission: 

1. Development of __ television , 
“has proceeded with far greater | 
rapidity than had been generally 
expected.” 

2. It believes that video “will be 
the major medium ef broadcasting 

(Continued on page 32) 


Par, Sindlinger In 





Radox Wedding? 


Possibility that Paramount Pic- 
into the Radox 
rating device of Sindlinger & Co. 
seen this week in the dis- 
closure that Par veepee Paul Rai- 
been elected to the 
is 
highly enthusiastic 
about utilizing Radox for the com- 
television operations and 
it’s believed likely that his joining 
the company’s directorate presages 
an active financial participation by 


tures may buy 


was 
bourn has 


Sindlinger 
known to 


board. Raibourn 


be 


Pany’s 


Par. 
Al Sindlinger, prez of the Radox 
firm, also disclosed this week that 


(Continued on page 32) 


the standard radio field | 





+ 


| Variation on a Theme 


Prospective sponsors have 
come up with a new standoff 
for importunate radio time 
| salesmen, to add to the well- 
| worn, “Wait till after the first 
| of the Year,” “Wait till after 
Labor Day,” and “Wait till 
after Easter.” Now it’s “Wait 
till after Congress Meets.” 

Their argument is that the 
unforeseen election results 
have changed the overall 
economic picture so drastically 
that they (national advertisers) 
want to get an idea of the 
kind of legislation that’s com- 
ing before they peel the rub- 
berband off the roll. 








Tele Will Supplant, 
Not Supplement 
Radio, Sez Shouse 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
James D. Shouse, prez of Cros- 
‘ley Broadcasting Corp., told editors | 
‘and publishers at the National | 
Editorial Assn. 


place radio. Theory that tele will 
supplement rather than supplant 
‘standard broadcasting was con- 
demned by the Crosley topper as 
‘designed to soothe the furrowed 
brow” of ad men, radioites and 
publishers. 


of widely scatiered and remote 
rural areas television stands 
good chance not of supplementing 
broadcasting as we know it today, 
but of replacing it. 


‘day will, before very many years 
have passed, undergo severe eco- 
nomic disiocations that may cause 
it to deteriorate in quality of serv- 
ice at the very time when only | 


(Continued on page 32) 


meet here Sunday | 
(21) that television is likely to re- | 


“As a broadcaster,” said Shouse, 
“T think that with the exception | 


I think that the | 
structure of sound broadcasting to- | 





| BMB spokesmen denied that any 

“acrimonious” feeling existed be- 

oo the two groups. 
‘We Welcome It’ 

“BMB is tickled pink,” secretary 
| Phil Frank said after the board 
| meeting, “to have station problems 
| brought to its attention by the 
| NAB or anyone else. We're not 
| mad at the NAB; we're not mad at 
anybody,” he declared. 

He added, however, that the 
BMB board was giad that two of 


(Continued on page 32) 


Thurs. on CBS 
‘Ain't No Fluke’ 

On top of its “Sunday Disaster,” 
NBC has been gandering the new- 
est Hoopers and finds that the 
initial beating administered to its 
top-budgeted Thursday night line- 
up of stars by CBS’ low-cost se- 
quence of adventure - whodunit 
shows, is anything but a one-shot 
“fluke.” 

Newest round of ratings finds 
NBC with a problem on its hands 
| to restore “Aldrich Family,’”’ Burns 
& Allen, Al Jolson’s 
Hall,” “Sealtest Variety Show” 


| and Fred Waring to their onetime 
eminence. For once again all of 








them are outranked by Columbia's 


“FBI in Peace and Wer; “Rr. 
Keen,” “Suspense,” “Crime Pho- 
ee, and “First Nighter.” 
Only NBC show to pull ahead of 
| its CBS rival in the Thursday 
| sweepstakes is the Camels-spon- 
,sored “Screen Guild Players,” 
| which. now out-hoopers “Hallmark 
| Playhouse” by three points. 





Paul Gerard Smith 


advocates 


For Laughing Out 
Loud 


* * * 


on editorial feature 
in the upcoming 
43d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


MB ON INDUSTRY HOT SEAT 





| front the trade opinion is that 
| something's got to give, perhaps 
within days. 

| It’s considered likely that 
jrecent series of developments, | 


ing was called soon after an NAB} 
Washington | 


“Kraft Music | 











F CC Net Sales Hearing May Turn Into 





Hy 


Gardner 


' 


reminisces on a@ Sing Sing 


prisoner's strange gratitede ia 


‘Due-Bill on a Holdup’ 


* 7 7 


in the upcoming 


43d Anniversary Number 





of 


VARIETY 











Kobak Confidence | 
Vote Seen Upshot 
Of Mutual Crisis 


Mutual board’s acceptance last 
week of the resignation of Robert | 


manager effective Dec. 1 is viewed | 
in some trade circles as a con- | 





| fidence vote for Edgar Kobak, MBS | 
| president. 
A network statement issued | 


after the board meeting last week | 
said that no successor to renal 
will be named. His executive | 
chores will be taken over by others | 
in Mutual’s top echelon. 


while Kobak is on the prowl for 
an exec to head up program and 
sales. 


duties will remain in Boston as 
executive veepee of the Yankee | 
Network. 


Swezey himself was non-commit- 
tal on his plans for the future 
after leaving Mutual. He has al- 
ready had several offers and was in 
Washington yesterday (Tues.), re- 
portedly in connection with one of 
the offers. 


While Swezey’s bowout domi- 
nated the agenda at last week's 
board meeting, the Mutual direc- 
tors also discussed plans for ex- 
panding program activities to add 
more bigname shows to the net- 
work log, particularly in day- 
} timers. Following MBS directors 





| are granted, 


Mean- | 


jad agencies is definitely 
| works. 

Linus Travers, who was offered |two parties, which resumed three 
the key job under Kobak which | weeks ago after a short strike by 
Swezey felt would usurp on his | RWG, is likely to continue several 





| 
| 


FROM ALL SIDES Parade as Result of CBS Subpoena’ 


Washington, Nov. 


Next Monday’s (29) Federal nt om- 
munications Commission hearings 
on network sales to affiliates of 
national spot time may turn into 
a parade of radio station reps as 
a result of a CBS request yesterday 
(22) that the FCC subpoena 27 
leading firms in the business to 
produce data for the proceeding. 
Granting of the request would 
mean the hearings would go on 
all week. 


The network asked that specified 
officers of the reps produce all 
contracts and agreements entered 
into with broadcast stations since 
Jan. 1, ’47, for the sale of national 
| spot and other commercial time. 
Previously, at the request of Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio Station Rep- 
| resentatives, FCC issued subpoenas 
ito Lewis MacConnach, secretary of 
|'NBC, and Joseph McDonald, 
| veepee-general attorney and secre- 
| tary of ABC, to appear with certain 
documents at the hearings. 


While the FCC wouldn't say 
whether it would comply with the 
| CBS petition, prior to considera- 
no by Commission members, a 
spokesman declared that, ordina- 
rily, where a case for relevancy to 
the issues is shown, such requests 
although CBS has 
| asked for “a lot of subpoenas.” 

In support of its petition, CBS 





Swezey as exec veepee and general | cited the FCC notice of hearing 


(Continued on page 32) 


RWG Agencies 
Lick Major Issue 


A settlement on the minimum 
basic agreement dispute between 
the Radio Writers Guild and the 
in the 
Negotiations between the 





| weeks more, but both sides are 
licking the majer obstacles in the 
way of a pact. 


One of the toughest hurdles was 
the original RWG demand con- 
cerning the disposition of script 
property rights which the guild 
wanted to revert back to writers 
after a specific time for resale to 
films, video and book publishers. 
According to one agency exec, a 
formula, still undisclesed, has 
been reached which promises to be 
satisfactory to both parties. It’s un- 


| derstood that the formula will pro- 


|vide for a percentage split be- 


tween scripter and sponsor on re- 


| sales. 


| attended: Lewis Allen Weiss, Don | é 
|agencies will resume next Monday 


| Lee, chairman; Theodore C. Strei- 
| bert, WOR, New York, vice chair- 
man; E. M. Antrim and Chester 
| Campbell, 
| Campeau, CKLW, Detroit-Windsor; 

|H. K. Carpenter and Sterling Gra- | 
ham, 
|Gimbel, Jr., 
Yankee Network, Boston; J. R. 
Poppele, WOR, New York, and 
| Edgar Kobak, Mutual, New York. 





Frost Warnings Freeze 


Out Ch’field ‘Supper Club’ 





Holiywood, Nov. 23. 

Chesterfield Supper Club aired 
for the last time over KFI Friday 
19). KFI related that Supper Club 
| wanted station to cut the frost 
|, warnings which cuts into about 
three minutes of the show nightly. 
| KFT refused to clip the 
| service and asserted that a change 
|in the time of the warnings would 
not be of sufficient value to the 
| growers. 
Station execs said they offered 


| the Supper Ciub free spots and 


| 
| 
| 


gram over at another time, but that 
Chesterfield would not agree. 


WHK, Cleveland: Benedict | 
WIP, Philadelphia; | 
Thomas O'Neil and Linus Travers, | 





As KFI Refuses to Yield 


public | 


also offered to run the entire pro- | 


Talks between the guild and 


(29) with both sides agreeing to 
knock off over the Thanksgiving 


WGN, Chicago; J. E. | holiday. 





SB Retrenchment Hits 
$4,000,000 Mark With 
Its Ed Bergen Bowout 


| Exiting of Standard Brands from 


sponsorship of Edgar Bergen (Coca 
Cola is taking him over) adds up, 
in all to a total radio retrench- 
ment for SB of nearly $4,000,000 


a year. It leaves NBC’s “One 
Man’s Family,” plus some _ spot 
business, as the food company’s 


only radio identification. 

Last year Standard Brands be- 
gan its budgetary tightening up 
by lend-leasing Fred Allen and his 
8:30 Sunday night NBC slot to the 
Ford dealers for several years. 
Whether or not SB will recapture 
Allen and the time, however, will 
probably depend on the “test” the 
company will make during the 
next year on sales impact in the 
face of a radio de-emphasis. 

Moving of Bergen strips J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency of $1,000,000 
in talent production billings. 
Agency retained the Allen billings 
(also $1,000,000) when it stepped 
quickly into the picture to nego- 
| tiate the Ford dealers sponsorship. 
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YOURS FOR A SONG 


‘ith Jane Froman, Robert Weede,. 


Alfredo Antonini & orch; Ber- 
nard Dudley, announcer 

Director: Carlo DiAngelo 

Writer: Nora Sterling 

25 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p. m. 

CONTI 

MBS, from N, Y. 

(Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce) 
This show brings Conti back to 

the Mutual web for the eighth 


straight vear, with a leisurely, re- | 


laxed musical program designed 
for easy listening. Comprising 
classical and pop songs, done each 
week by a different male and 
femme guestar, the format resem- 
bles closely the type of show usual- 


ly heard Sunday afternoons. But 
there’s nothing to prevent such a 


show from being just. as listenable 
on a Friday night, and this one 
should attract its share of the au- 
dience 

Yeeoff (19) had Jane Froman and 
Robert Weede in the dual guest 
spots, with Miss #roman particu- 
larly shining in a group of top 
tunes. Her excellent diction 
phrasing and shading were best 
demonstrated in a very neat rendi- 
tion ot “Bill,” making the tune 
come to life as it seldom has be- 
fore in one-dimensional radio. She 
proved she can also handle the 
novelties with a bouncy job on 
*Button and Bows” and sold “Isn't 
It Romantic” with the requisite 
amount of feeling. Concert bari- 
tone Weede projected a powerful 
but well-modulated set of pipes 
with the “Largo al Factotum” from 
“Barber of Seville” and “Old Man 
River.” But why must all bari- 
tones do those two? All that was 
missing for a perfect cliched night 
was “Shortnin’ Bread.” 

\lfredo Antonini, leading a 34- 
picce orch, backed the two singers 
well, The orch’s’ rendition of 
*“Cuanto La Gusta,’ while good, 
Jacked punch. Conti commercials, 
though brief and to the point, were 
too numerous. They were han- 
died competently by 
Bernard Dudley, who 
the straight announcing. 


dittoed on 
Stal. 


GERMAN 

TURE HOUR 
With Peter M. Lindt, Prof. Pisca- 

tor, guest 
30 Mins.; Sat., 3 p.m. 

articipating 
VEVD, New York 

Vienna-born Peter Lindt has 
been airing this literate, entertain- 
ing and radio-wise German lan- 
Buage program for three years 
over WEVD, New York indie which 
broadcasts regularly in six tongues 
in addition to English. Lindt 
could teach many of our own 
newseasters and commentators a 
thing or two about enunciation, 
diction, and all-around mike pres- 
ence, 

In his weekly piece he discusses 
books, music, the news, and usually 
interviews a prominent German- 
born personality. Last week’s 
guest was Prof. Erwin Piscator, 
director of the Drama Workshop at 
the New School for Social Re- 
search, 

tn addition, he strives to inter- 

ret America to his German speak- 

ng listeners, many of whom are 
comparatively recent arrivals. 

Last week Lindt devoted a good 
chunk of his script to the Thanks- 
giving holiday, explaining its origin 
and its significance in American 
life. He also reviewed the 


view, and a five-minute 
with his guest. 
Show is. salted 
short participating 
which he reads himself. 


CHARIOT WHEELS 
With 25-voice Negro Choir; 
MeCane, announcer 


liberally 


Producer-director: Lawrence Mann 


15 Mins.; Sun., 8:15 a.m. 
Sustaining 
CEs, from Altanta 


Long a fixture on Columbia af- 
mixed 


filiate WAGA, Atlanta, a 


Negro choir tagged “Chariot 
Wheels” bowed on the CBS net 
Sunday (21). Led by Lawrence 


Mann, the choral group is a pol- 
ished unit whose hymns and spir- 
program- 


ituals represents ideal 
ming at this early Sabbath hour. 


From their repertoire of some 
500 works, the singers deftly han- 
compositions as 


dicd such varied 
“Wien the Saints Go Marchin’ In” 
and a gospel song, “Amen,” 
others. “Chariot Wheels” 


spiritual airs. 


| SPG Wins Radio Flacks 


Hollywood. Nov. 23. 
ABC and CBS publicity depart- 
ments have voted unanimously to 
retain the Screen Publicists Guild 

as a collective bargaining agent. 
ABC contract with SPG expires 
on Dec. 15. A new pact is expected 
to be negotiated this week. CBS’ 
binder comes up for renewal on 


Dec. 31. 


Gilb. 


announcer | 


AMERICAN LITERA-| 


: recent 
Nobel Awards, did a brief book re- 
interview 


with 
commercials, 


Bill 


among 
leaves 
little to be desired in the field of 


RADIO REVIEWS 


'THIS IS BING CROSBY 

With guests; Ken Carpenter, an- 
nouncer 

_Producer-director: Bill Morrow 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 

-VACUUM FOODS 

WCBS, N. Y. 

(Doherty, Clifford) 

In a friendly gesture from Phil- 
co, which sponsors his network 
show, Bing Crosby is putting in 
a friendly plug for Mimute Maid 
frozen orange juice, via this new 
recorded airer. Fact that Crosby 
was recently elected a director of 
Vacuum Foods Corp., which makes 
Minute Maid, helps to explain the 
parlay. 

Program is a lazy, inviting one, 
with Bing acting as sort of emcee 


disk jock for a quarter hour of 
light banter and music. Opening 
program Monday (22) had Crosby 


singing a new song and playing one 
of his old disks, and—to show his 
generosity as well as good show- 
manship—playing an Ella_ Fitz- 
gerald recording too. Crosby also 
did his own commercials, valiantly 
plugging frozen orange juice, and 
doing a better job of it than an- 
nouncer Ken Carpenter. Met so- 
prano Dorothy Kirsten wandered 
into the program to exchange a 
couple of words with Bing, but 
didn’t sing anything, making the 
whole bit a little silly. Otherwise, 
this is a pleasant ayemer. 
Bron. 


THE WAY IT LOOKS TO ME 
With Toney Terry Hatfield; Bob 

Keller, announcer 
Producer-director: 

tola 
15 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
STRAUSS STORES 
WMCA, N. Y. 

Add to the bulging ranks of news 
commentators and would-be world 
trend analysts Toney Terry Hat- 
field, said to be a member of the 
Kentucky Hatfields. In the second 
installment of her WMCA airer, 
“The Way It Looks to Me” Sunday 
(21), she displayed a charming 
naviete on some topics and offered 
practical, although obvious advice 
on others. 

With her text written primarily 
for femme dialers, Miss Hatfield 
specifically took a poke at the re- 
ported action of some Americans 
in sending socks and layettes, etc., 
to Britain’s new infant Prince. She 
deplored this as “lavishing gifts 
upon those who don’t need them.” 
In taking this largesse too liter- 
ally, she completely overlooks the 
fact that the clothing undoubtedly 
is distributed to Britain’s needy. 

Turning to the abuses of auto 
dealers exposed by the recent find- 
ings of a Congressional committee, 
Miss Hatfield regretted the $500 
tips and urged the buying public 
not to go along with these vicious 
practices. Aside from casually 
‘noting the high cost of turkeys, she 
also touched on the Ruhr’s iron 
and steel and queried why can’t 
this vital production be placed un- 
der rigid international control 
rather than hand it back to the 
German industrialists? 


Gregory Cen- 


| JOHN J. ANTHONY HOUR 


| 


| Although presented by Strauss | 


Stores, an auto accessory retail 
chain, program 
Cross’ blood program. Strauss’ 
sponsorship comes under a “pub- 
lic service” heading and is in wel- 
come contrast to the company’s 
voluble plugs on its other bank- 
rolled shows. To get back to Miss 
Hatfield—she wraps her remarks 
in a warm Dixie accent. But dial- 
ers could conceivably be held more 
firmly if her comments strayed 
more from the obvious and were 
tinged with greater logic and imag- 
ination. Gilb. 


BEHIND THE POLITIEAL SCENE 
With John Givney ‘ 
‘15 Mins., Sat., 6:45 p.m. 


Sustaining \ 
WTRY, Troy 

John Givney, WTRY’s news 
editor (longtime newspaperman, 


former welfare commissioner and 
ex-secretary to the mayor of Troy) 
is inching closer to a political com- 
{mentary on state and local affairs 
than has been essayed by any other 
broadcaster via a Capital district 
outlet. Surprisingly, no station 
hereabouts has regularly presented 
a program of the type. 

On program caught, Givney of- 
fered a provocative comment on 
Gov. Dewey’s future and the prob- 
lems faced, then segued into a re- 
port on Republican fortunes in 
Dutchess County. Then came a 
highly interesting, and little re- 
ported, explanation of the reason 
behind the O’Connell  organiza- 
tion’s maneuvering with the 
American Labor Party in Albany. 

Quarter - hour represented the 
clearest, sharpest commentary of 
the kind heard on a regular pro- 
gram in this area. Sometimes 
Givney sounds a little dry, but he 
gives the impression of objective- 
ness. His reading of portions of 
the particular seript was a bit 
stiff and uneven. This could be 
‘corrected. Jaco. 


pushes the Red) 


With John Connelly, announcer 
Producer: Norman Jay 

60 Mins.; 8 p.m., Mondays 
NORLAN CORP. 

WMGM, New York 


(Shaw Associates) 

John J. Anthony is back on the 
airlanes, again doling out solace to 
marital misfits and other problem- 
laden clients via the “John J. An- 
thony Hour” in the 8 to 9 p.m. 
slot Mondays on WMGM, N. Y. 
Norlon Corp., makers of Sural, me- 
dicinal product, is sponsoring. 


In format and treatment there 
is little change from that employed 
by Anthony over the years on 
WMCA, N. Y., in his previous 
“Good Will Hour.” On teeoff stanza 
Monday night (22) there were the 
usual number of clients, who, seek- 
ing aid and counse! on their divers 
problems, were brought to the mike 
and queried by the marital rela- 
tions counsellor. Problems ran the 
gamut of a vet's family seeking 
shelter to an irate wife who didn’t 
think the authorities were strain- 
ing too hard to extradite a recal- 
citrant spouse who had deserted 
her and their children. The in-be- 
tweeners also had their problems. 

Anthony with his accustomed 
acute showmanship and_ under- 
standing, counselled them in his 
usual manner and presumably sent 
them home happy. Getting their 
troubles off their chests may have 
provided some solace, but most 
took their problems home _ with 
them. In a few instances clients 
were requested to remain until 
after the broadcast for further 
screening of their woes in private. 

However, such programs do have 
their public service values, proven 
by the sizeable listening audience 


Anthony had built up on his pre- | 


vious similar stint. It’s quite likely 
he can do it. again with this new 
setup. 

_ John Connelly handled announc- 
ing chores adeptly, also handling 
commercials for the medicinai 
product for arthritis. Edba. 


EV STSSH SSF SS -SHHOSHHOOS 


: Followup Comment 


9H OHH 640444646 4444664666646- 
“Rebecca,” Daphne DuMaurier’s 


BREAKFAST AT THE BRASS 

RAIL 
With Carlton Fredericks; Dick 

DeFreitas, announcer 
Producer: Nat Bernard 
| Director: Bob Estes 
130 Mins.: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. 
|' BRASS RAIL RESTAURANTS 
| WMGM, New York 
This is a tough one to nutshell. 
'It appears to be a blend of medi- 
| cine show, Yoga lecture and calis- 
i thenics class, with asides on 
‘tion. Played for laughs, it could 
be a genuine howler, but played 
straight it’s not. 

Carlton Fredericks, introed as 
“en internationally known nutri- 
tion authority,” comes on after a 
buildup reminiscent of Doc Rock- 
well’s—only they aren't kidding. 
Fredericks, sounding a little jit- 
tery, in turn bowed on Dr. Alma 
Kelly, an authority on relaxing 
scientifically, after first unloading 
a few almanac gags. 


“Double a small blanket and lie} 


down on your back,” Dr. Kelly ad- 
vised listeners. Pretend 
that your pelvis is a dust-pan.” 
After getting her audience on their 
backs, Dr. Kelly flipped it to Fred- 
ericks, who unloaded some almanac 
humor. The show sounded its first 
professional note when announcer 
Dick DeFreitas came in_ briefly, 
even though he had nothing in- 
spiring to say. 


Fredericks, perhaps unconscious- 


ly, showed overtones of Clifton 
Webb's supercilious Mr, Belve- 
dere pic characterization If he 


could bring himself to jettison the 
show’s stufly, pseudo-scientifice gib- 
berish and accent the Webb resem- 
blance the stanza could be hilar- 
ious. As it stands it’s almost a 


parody, but more corny than amus- | 


ing because it’s done so preten- 
i tiously. 
Fredericks asks questions on 


| cooking 


and food preparation of 


llady volunteers in the Brass Rail, 


Broadway eatery, audience. Com- 


mercials for the restaurant and for | 


Merkel’s Thrift Ham, were interpo- 


lated in the show caught Saturday | 
| (20). 


Plugs are distributed among 


| various food products ‘used by the 
irestaurant. a different brand name 


novel which has already been pic- | 


turized, legitized, televised and 
dramatized on the airlanes numer- 


out by the Screen Guild Theatre 
from Hollywood Thursday (18). 
Rigged with a superlative cast in- 
cluding Loretta Young, John Lund 


and Agnes Moorehead, this show | 
had all the necessary ingredients | 
for a solid stanza—except enough | 


time. Compressing this story into 


30 minutes, although expertly 
handled, robbed it of dramatic 
development and power. Consid- 


ered by itself, it was too sketchy. 
With practically everyone familiar 


with the story via the film, it did | 


serve, however, 
synopsis for a vivid drama in 
which the dialer’s imagination had 
to fill in the details. 


CBS listeners got a “sneak pre- 
view” of Jack Benny as a Colum- 
bia personality last Thursday (18) 
night, when the comedian guested 
on “Hallmark Playhouse” 
zany item called “My Financial 
Career.” Spotting of Benny for 
this “free adaptation” of a Stephen 
Leacock story was nothing short 
of a stroke of genius, for the saga 
of a guy with a horror for banks 
was so definitely patterned to the 
Sunday at 7 Benny “radio fantasy” 
as to make for a thoroughly re- 
freshing interlude. True, a lot of 
it was unadulterated corn, almost 
shamefully so, but in the hands 


of Benny it was a delightful tour 
de force. 





“The Winslow Boy,” presented 
Sunday night (21) on “Theatre 
Guild of the Air,’ via ABC-WJZ 
for U. S. Steel, was a disappoint- 
ment to anyone who had seen the 
Stage version. Several factors 
seemed to be involved. For one 
thing, only minor revisions were 
made in the adaptation to move the 
action outside the sitting room lo- 
cale of the Terence Ratigan orig- 
inal. Thus, some of the most dy- 
namic ‘or at least lively) portions 
of the story, such as the court- 
room trial, remained merely in 
narration Another unfortunate 
aspect of the kilocycle edition was 
the cast, all the important mem- 
bers of which were from the legit 


troupe, As a result, there were 
curious distortions of character 
and some of the most. effective 


nuances and moving scenes of the 


play were lost. 
Schenectady — Robert W 
O’Brien. formerly with WHAS. 


Louisville and WCKY, Cincinnati. 
and later on the staff of the Seidell 
agency in New York, has been 
named acting supervisor of public- 
ity and promotion at General Elec- 
tric’s WGY, WRGB and WGFM. 


as a_ shorthand | 


ous times, was given another work- | With 


being touted each day. 


COFFEE CALL 
Jim Walton, 
Herbie Koch 
Producers: William Aldrich, Wil- 
liam Loder 
Director: Pete Disney 
30 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 a.m, 
KAUFMAN-STRAUS Co., 
WHAS, Louisville 
At long last. WHAS has suc- 
ceeded in breaking the ice with a 
local department store sponsoring 
a half-hour breakfast type show, 
three times weekly, and Victor 
Sholis’ production staff has come 
up with a breezy, fast-paced femme 


Bob Lawson, 


listeners. Tickets for the “kaffee- 
klatch” are gobbled up two weeks 


| the fun right in their home depart- 


in a, 


ment store which they have hereto- | “Telle-Kid 
N 


fore been able to get only by list- 
ening to network shows. 


At show caught, members of the 
Shawnee Woman's Club were the 
invited guests. All the game and 
contest gimmicks were trotted out 
by emcee Jim Walton, who had a 
swell time with a cooperative sel- 
ection of contestants. Session is 
aired from the coffee-shop of the 
store, with the zany doings taking 
place on a raised platform. Prizes 
are distributed on each stunt, and 
cash awards and tickets are made 
for the best stunts sent in by list- 
eners and used on the show. 


Commercials are handled briefly 
and to the point by Bob Lawson, 
and provide a= short breathing 
space for the ladies to relax from 
their strenuous laugh antics. 

Hold. 


REY RODEL 
With the Playboys (3) 
Producer-Director: Scott Buckely 
15 Mins. Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNBC, New York 
Rey Rodel, for many seasons a 
singer at eastside N. Y. hotels, pro- 
vides a note of intimacy in this 
early evening show. He'd be more 
effective if slotted later inasmuch 
as the general pitch of radio at 
that time is for male audiences. 
On his own. Rodel is a smooth 
chanteur displaying much of the 


continental charm of the school of | 


European artists best 


exemplified 
by Jean Sablon, 


Charles 


‘English tunes in 
boudoir manner. 
He’s a smooth 
good phrasing 
good vocal 


singer 
and 


showing 
diction and 
timbre. Orchestral 
backing by the Playboys (3) is 
sufficiently fullbodied, but lacks 
the lush contrapuntal embroidery 
that generally aids a chanteur of 
this type. Jose. 


nutri- | 


| series, which opened Nov. 3, 


‘time 


Trenet, ! 
etc. He does a brace of French and | 
the acceptable | 


Pittsburgh 


NOW I’LL TELL ONE 
With Harry Hershfield 
5 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 8:55 p.m, 
SHULTON, INC. 
WOR, New York 
(Wesley Associates) 

Harry Hershfield, erstwhile car- 
toonist and now a weekly column- 
|ist for the N. Y. Daily Mirror and 
/expert gagster on Mutual’s “Can 
You Top This,” is displaying his 
_ raconteur talents on this across- 
; the-board airer. Five minutes, in- 
cluding two plugs for the bank- 
roller, isn’t enough time, however, 
for Hershfield to project the warm 
and expansive side of his person- 
ality. As a result, he’s punchin 
too hard with slightly iealen 
yarns and gags that don’t do jus- 
tice to his talents. 

On the session reviewed (18), his 
story, taken from Earl Wilson, of 
British advance preparations for 
Princess Elizabeth’s new-born child 
went thus: “If it was boy, they 
would fire 45 guns; if it was noth- 
ing at all, they would fire Philip.” 
|The other Hershfield yarns were 
similar, although tailored down, by 
necessity, to such minuteness that 
they lacked flavor. Herm. 








THE STRANGE ADVENTURES 
OF CUDDLES AND TUCKIE 
Writer-Producer: Mrs. Winthrop 

Williams 
15 Mins.; Tues.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WDAF, Kansas City 

Doings of Cuddles and Tuckie, 
average American young boy and 
girl (sister and brother), have a 
considerable following locally. 
Each pre-heliday: season the yvoung- 
sters appear in this transcription 
format as a project of the Junior 
League. The series also. gives 
WDAF a chance to carry some holi- 
day time in the public interest 

This year, Mrs. Winthrop Wil- 


| liams, originator of the series, is 


doing it up better than ever with 
two series of adventures. Current 
is a 
new story, and runs Cuddles and 
Tuckie through 18 absorbing ad- 
ventures up till Thanksgiving time. 
After that the traditional series 
which tells. the Christmas story as 
Cuddles and Tuckie live it, will 


| run up’ to the week before Christ- 


mas. This second series has been 


/ run in previous years, and is com- 
| ing to be an annual dial event for 


local juves. 
The current series is well done, 


| the whole works being turned out 


locally. Story interest is somewhat 
higher, as the two youngsters take 
a trip to England and also have a 
trick gadget which makes clocks, 


| bells, the wind and other objects 


talk. They have soine fun with 
their parents, and it turns out to 
be pretty homey listening for the 
kids. Hin, 





| TELLE-KID QUIZ 


With Bruce Eliot, Dan McCullough 


\ ) } : | Producers-Writers-Directors: Eliot, 
session which is catching on with, 


McCullough 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 


Sustaining, 


| in advance, and the ladies have all WOR, N. Y. 


A quiz strictly for juveniles is 
uiz,” a new WOR, 
I Y. cross-the-boarder which 
preemed Monday (22). As cooked 
up by Bruce Eliot and Dan Me- 
Cullough, the show limits its ques- 
tions to kids under 16. Thes 
moppets are called by phone an 
the right answer is worth $5 in 
U. S. Savings Stamps. 
Recipients of the calls are culled 
each day by a guest “Junior Post- 
master” from a file of names sub- 


mitted by youthful dialers. Latter 
are also asked to add on bits _ 
descriptive info about the frien 
whom they’ve selected dope 


about birthdays, hobbies, ete. 

Who wrote “‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas?” proved a stum- 
bling block for every meoppet 
quizzed on the initial stanza. Each 
the question was muffed 
added another $5 to the kiity and 
the fadeout found the jackpot at 
$25. Despite the kids’ failure to 
name Clement Moore as the au- 
thor they were handed erector 
sets, gift certificates, etc. as con- 
solation prizes. 

Show seems to have sufficient 
qualities to generate interest 
among the age bracket at which 
it’s aimed. And emcees McCullough 
and Eliot handle their chores well 
enough, although at times they're 
inclined to ape the techniques of 
Uncle Don too strongly. It’s a 
stanza that could understandably 
be backed by milk companies, 
cereal makers and the like. 

Gilb. 





Pitt. Symph’s FM Pickup 
Pittsburgh, Noy. 23. 
Sunday afternoon concerts of 
Symphony Orchestra 
for remainder of season will be 
broadcast on a sustaining basis to 


an FM network covering three 
states, 
Programs will originate here 


over WKJF, town’s only exclusive 
, FM station. 








a 
~ 


eR Pe 














_ Wednesday, November 24, 1948 


TELEVISION 23 





TV'S MISSING LINK NETTLES NETS 
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TV a Tool of the Rich’? 


A warning that television, 


which may 


Washington, Nov. 23. 
wipe out sound radio, is 


likely to land in the lap of millionaires, came last week from Morris 


L. Ernst. 


The New York attorney laid the matter before the House 


Small Business Committee, as one for serious consideratior. 


“Let’s take a look at television, 7 


dissertation as a witness. 

field of radio and otherwise. 

in America ultimately. 
“You know how much it costs? 


he said, during his rambling 


“It may wipe out ev erything else in the 
There may be 1,000 television stations 


You must have a million dollars. 


And it is that medium that is going to control ultimately what I 
think may be the transmission by ether of the spot news and 
opinion of America. 

“I don’t believe that it is going to take the place of films, in the 


sense of feature pictures 
pipelines? 
be 
of dollars? 


But who is going to own those 1.000 
How many people and how much diversity can there 
-when we are speaking of people in America who have millions 


Take a look at the people who are in there. They are not evil. 
But they are the peopte with a million dollars; that is all.” 








DuMont in Nighttime Program 
Reshuffle in Bid for New Sponsors 


DuMont television, 
programming now paying off finan- 
cially on WABD, its key N. Y. 
flagship station, is planning a mass 
reshuffle of its nighttime shows in 
an allout effort to attract more 
viewers and thus more sponsors. 
Much of the tariff for experiment- 
ing with new nighttime packages 
is to come from ayem revenue. 

At the same time, WABD extend- 
ed its daytime programming an- 
other 15 minutes daily. Ted Steele, 
who now does a one-man job on 
12:15 to 12:45 p.m. segment cross- 
the-board, will repeat daily from 
§ to 5:15 with his pianolog and 
singing Steele, an AM disk 
jockey on WMCA, N. Y. indie, is 
also lining up a nighttime vaudeo 
show for DuMont, in which several! 
sponsors have reportedly shown in- 
terest. If that deal goes through, 
he'll have almost as many hours 
on the air as CBS’ Arthur God- 
fre, 

Disclosure that WABD was ready 
to revamp its nighttime log was 
made this week by DuMont pro- 
gramming chief James L. Caddi- 
gan. He announced that DuMont 
is on the prowl for new talent, 
either amateur or pro, and is ex- 


with daytime * 


anding its auditions. Casting chief. 


‘lizabeth Mears will onceover all 
new talent applying for a tryout. 
Step was taken, according to Cad- 
digan, because the addition of 55 
hours weekly of daytime program- 
ming to DuMont’s schedule has led 
to a much more rapid consumption 
of talent than was originally con- 
sidere 1. 


Shubert Beef Cues Hunt 
For New Time Slot On 
Phil Silvers TV Show 


The Phil Silvers video show bow- 
ing tonight (Wed.) at 8:30 p.m. 
on NBC is being forced to seek 
another time slot. The Shubert the- 
atvical interests, which own a 21°¢ 
Slice of the tegiter, “High Button 
Shoes.” in which Silvers is  star- 





ring, has objected to holding the 
curtain time every Wednesday 
night. As a result, Lee Shubert 


to bow to- 
anv 


is permitting the show 
night, but will not consent to 
more delays in the legiter’s start 
ing time. 

Shubert claims that Joseph Kip- 
ness, co-producer of the show with 
Monte Proser, had no right to give 
his consent without consulting him. 

Some quarters believe that if no 
new time is available, a compro 
mise may be reached whereby the 
Video show sponsors may pay Shu- 
bert an agreed upon sum to com- 
pensaie him for possible loss of 
business because of delayed cur- 
tain time. 


Young & Rubicam 
Cluett, Peabody & Co.. 
Silvers’ sponsors, are shopping 
aroun. for new time. Agency is 
reporied to be unhappy about the 
Whole affair, inasmuch as_ it’s 
thought That the 8:30 time slot is 
the most effective for that show. 


Howeve ks 


agency tor 


‘not opinions or 


|aspects of the rating system, 





Det. Watches 3 Hours 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 
Surveys in Detroit indicate that 
average ‘“‘television families” spend 


about three hours a day watching 
programs. 
This adds 
of the time 
are on the 


‘What Panic?” Sez 
Hooper Re Tele 


Boston, Nov. 23 

It'll be a long time before video 
dethrones AM broadcasting, C. E. 
Hooper told the Radio Executives 
Club of Boston this week. Only 
about 2°) of the potential audience 
now has video as contrasted with 
98°% who've never seen it but, ac- 
cording to Hooper, video’s burgeon- 
ing has made so much noise a lot 
of people have mistinterpreted it 
as a panic. 

He didn't say how long it would 


up to about two-thirds 
that telecasts actually 
air from the average 





be before video was a fait accompli | 


in the other 98° of American 
homes, but cléarly feels AM and 
FM will be doing business at the old 
stand for a good long time. He de- 


voted most of his talk to describing | 


how Hooperating works, and made 
it plenty clear he doesn’t figure the 
upset of the Gallups and Ropers 
includes him in the same company 
at all. 

Hooper claims he deals in facts, 
futures. Audience 
hard on various 
with 
plenty of emphasis on the size of 
his samplings. He defended the 
relatively small numbers of sam- 
ples in this area by claiming that 


queried him 


beyond a certain point each call 
changes the. outlook by such a 


small fraction it doesn’t count. 

Execs were all set to go to the 
mat with him in various related 
matters, but Hooper put it off to a 
future conference already skedded 
for the purpose of taking up local 
problems. 


Ziv’s Newsreel Oldies 
Gets WCBS-TV Sponsor 


First television show sold in the 
east by the recently-formed Fred- 
eric W. Ziv tele outfit is “Yester- 
dav's Newsreel,” a 15-minute once- 
weekly show which tees off Dec. 12 
on WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) in the 
10 to 10:15 p.m. slot. Sponsor. is 
Seidenberg Cigars, with the con- 
tract running a full yeat 

Show will comprise clips from 
old newsreels, with Sally Anderson 
narrating the fashions of those 
and announcers Roger Owen 
and Tom Hale handling description 
on the rest of the show. John 
Sinn, prez of the Ziv tele interests, 
meanwhile, is trying to sell the 
show to local sponsors in Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and Detroit In 
N. Y.. it will be seen directly after 
Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 





times 
times 


| vaudeo program. 


| which 
ithrough Pittsburgh 


FEUD, FUSS F 
MIDWEST GABLE 


Attempts to allocate time among 
the various television networks on 
the east. to midwest coaxial cable 
link broke down in a mess of argu- 
ments in N. Y. last week, with vir- 
tually all the broadcasters adamant 
in their demands for the same 
cream time segments. 

As a result, the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., which 
owns and operates the cable, took 
the ball away from the webs en- 
tirely.. Phone company asked each 
broadcaster to submit his request 
in writing and will try to resolve 
the situation on its own. Link, 
runs from Philadelphia 
to Cleveland, 
is expected to be completed by 
Jan. 12. 


Hot competition for the cable, 
which for the first time will permit 
midwestern viewers to see simul- 
taneously those shows originating 
in N. Y. and other east coast cities, 
points up again the fact that broad- 
casters will be forced for some 
time to come to depend on film 
transcriptions of their shows for 
networking purposes. Cable, when 
it’s through to the midwest, will 
still have only one link running in 
each direction and the phone com- 
pany has made no commitment as 
to when more facilities will be 
opened up. NBC, ABC, CBS, Du- 
Mont and the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX are all bidding for the cable, 
and several other networks, in- 
cluding Mutual, must be taken 
care of when they come on the air. 


NBC's 80‘ Commitments 


Biggest fight at the allocations 
meeting occurred between NBC 
and ABC. Former web, which has 
by far.the most network commer- 
cial shows, already has commit- 
ments on over 80° of all pro- 
grams now sponsored on the east 
coast web to be fed the midwest. 
ABC, leading the opposition, de- 
clared it made no _ difference 
whether a show is commercial or 
sustaining or what its rating has 
been in the east. According to 
that web, all should have a chance 
to share equally the time on the 
cable. 


NBC asked, among other times, 
for the Sunday night 8 to 10 seg- 
ments (Philco and Theatre Guild 


(Continued on page 45) 


Tele Set Output 
At 5,000 a Day 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

Television sets are now being 
produced at the rate of more than 
5,000 a day, the Radio Manufac- 
turers Assn. revealed last week in 
reporting a record output in Octo- 
ber of 95,216 units. 

Although October production was 
based on only four work weeks 
as compared to five in the previous 
month it still showed a gain of 
approximately 7,000 sets and the 
weekly rate was 35° greater than 
in September. 

On the basis of the production 
during the last week of October 
when output passed 28,000 sets, 
RMA members are now producing 
at the rate of nearly 1,500,000 sets 
a year. Since RMA figures ac- 
count for about 90°. of the indus- 
try. October's turnout by all fac- 
tories well exceeded 100,000 sets 
and the last week of the month 
topped 30,000 sets. 

RMA also reported that since the 
close of the war up to Oct. 1, its 
member factories have shipped a 
total of 609,892 video receivers to 
various points in the country. The 
largest have gone to New 
York—177,786. with another 64.339 
to nearby Newark, N. J. Next larg- 
est shipments to an area went to 
Philadelphia with 63,495, followed 
by Chicago with 46,926; Los 
Angeles with 46,190; District of 
Columbia with 20,214; Boston with 
17,403; Baltimore with 15,770; De- 
troit with 13,340; Cleveland with 
11,584, and St. Louis with 10,131. 








number 





WPIX, i in Red, Seeks Coin; Offers 
Buy-In at 7506, May Sell Outright 





Zenith Shows Round Screen 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Zenith’s new line of tele re- 
ceivers, unveiled here Friday (19), 
has a circular screen and a single 
automatic tuner among its innova- 
tions. The tuner can be converted 
for high-band reception and a 
plug-in provides for a Phonevi- 
sion adapter. 

Most 
pearance is the round screen, pow- 
ered -by 1,000 to 1,500 more volts : 
than usual. Sets, produced in nine | 
models, will be undraped at dealers 
in the Chi area Mon. (29). 


Mary Margaret 
A TV Casualty 


Mary Margaret McBride becomes 
one of the first top personality 
television casualties, when NBC- 
TV cancels out her Tuesday night 
video program after the Dec. 14 
program. Miss McBride is heard 
in the segment following the Mil- 
ton Berle “Texaco Star Theatre.” 

Entrenched for years on WNBC, 
the New York flagship station, as 
one of the most solid, audience- 
pulling personalities in daytime ra- 
dio in the N. Y. metropolitan area, 
Miss McBride, on the other hand, 
the web concedes, has failed to 
properly integrate her distinctive 
qualities into the sight-and-sound 
medium. A continuation of the TV 
show, it’s felt; might possibly re- 
bound into radio, where Miss Mc- 
sride has a multiple-sponsored bill- 
ings record that nets her in excess 
of $100,000 a year. 








Paris Lido Revue 


Sock in London TV 
Gala for the King 


Paris, Nov. 16. 


The “Confetti” show at the Paris} 
Lido was flown bag and baggage to| 
the BBC studios in London for a. 
gala event in TV. It was a per- 
fectly executed affair. It will mean 
extra biz for the Champs Elysees 
nightclub through the coverage by 


the French and English news- 
reels, plus mag and newspaper 
publicity. 


The set was practically an exact 
reproduction of the Lido. Five 
cameras were in constant play dur- 
ing the hour and a half running 
time. 

The showgirls. 
bras due to the censorship laws in 
England, rode the same huge floats 
used in the Lido show every even- 
ing. A special plane carried these 
floats and other props. 

Sponsored by the British Gov- 
ernment. as a birthday gift for the 


King, it cost an estimated 5,000,000 
francs (about $15,000) to bring 
the show over. The cast includea 


Chaz Chase, The Debonairs, Gilette 
and Richard. The Charlivels, Jos- 
ette Dayvde and the Ben Yost Quar- 
cet 

The 16 Biluebelle 
forced to spend their 
in London 
floor since 


girls were 
second night 
sleeping on hotel room 
there were no accommo- 
dations made for the unexpected 
second day in London. This, too, 
received a play in the London 
papers. especially since the girls 
are almost al! English, brought by 
Miss Bluebelle to France, 


2 Detroit Air Shows 


. > 7 
Readied for Television 
Detreit, Nov. 23. 
Two of Detroit's top radio shows 
are being converted to television. 
They are the “Early Morning 
Frolic.’ with Joe Gentile and 
Ralph Binge, and “Jack the Bell- 
boy.” disk jockey show. 
Both programs are 
WJBK. 


heard over 


marked departure in ap-, 


+ After less than six months of 
operating its video station in the 
deep red, the New York Daily 


News is now 
substantial 
Paramount 


opening WPIX for a 
buy-in by outside coin. 
Pictures has already 
been approached to take an undis- 
closed interest for $750,000 in the 
video outlet but turned it down. 
WPIX was also reportedly offered 
O..8.N. X; AM station for 
outright sale but again there was 
'no deal. 


Failure of the rich and powerful 
Daily News to push WPIX over 


indie 


| the commercial hump highlights a 
national phenomenon in the infant 
| video industry. 


Out of 43 operating 
stations there’s not a single one 
reporting a profit. Although this 
was expected in the early stages, 
all of the 43 stations have been 
surprised by the extent of the shel- 
lacking that they have taken and 
will take in the next period. 

Video, unlike radio when it was 
in rompers, is shaping up as a no- 
man’s land for the smaller entre- 
preneur. The drain of video opera- 
tions on the exchequer is making 
it an arena where only the mam- 
moth corporations can stick it out 
with any ambitious programming. 
All others are playing it close to 
the vest. 


NBC’s Investment 
NBC, for example, is being 
clipped on the chin for $3,500,000 
this year and expects to go down 


for another $5,000,000 in 1949 in 
sustaining its video network. Du- 
Mont, likewise, was hit for over 
$1,000,000 lest year, while other 
video network and station oper- 
ators are bearing proportionate 
losses. Those operators with suf- 
| ficient financial resources are able 
to hang on until video begins its 
promised payoff. Those with less 


coin or stamina are beginning to 


pull out. 


Raytheon Corp. in Boston, after 
sinking $250,000 into partially con- 
structing a video station, has sold 
‘its interest to CBS, which will com- 
| plete the building and operate the 
outlet. The deal has been finalized 
| pending okay from the Federal 
Communications Commission. The 
Los Angeles Times Station, KTTV, 
has sold a 49° interest also to 
CBS, giving the latter the right to 
control programming. The KMTR 


Radio Corp., controlled by the 
N. Y. Post-Thackrey interests, put 
its TV construction permit for 


KLAC-TV on the block in a pack- 
age Containing a couple of AM sta- 
tions which Warner Bros. has pure 


|chased, pending FCC approval. 
forced to wear) 


But despite the financial road- 
blocks, most of the holders of video 
c.p.’s are rushing their plans to get 
into operation. And only recently, 
Wayne Coy, chairman of the FCC, 
predicted that 1.000 video stations 
would come-into existence during 
the next seven vears. 


“GOLDBERGS,” MOREY 


AS CBS-TY PACKAGE 


Both “The Goldbergs” and radio 
comic Morey Amsterdam will be 


featured in their own weekly shows 


on the CBS-TV web in the near fu- 
ture. Web audilioned an Amster- 
dam package last week and plans 
to audition a TV adaptation of 
the Goldberg § famils tomorrow 
(Thurs. Shows are later to be 
transcribed on film for presenta- 


tion to potential bankrollers. 
Amsterdam show 
combination 


vaudeo format 


will comprise a 
comedy 
\msterdam is pack- 


situation 


aging the program himself but 
CBS-TV will control its rights. 
Certrude Berg is to produce the 


which will be 
radio format and 
Me™ legiter, in 
Starred last sea- 
Amsterdam, in- 


SN 


old 


“Goid 5ergs 
based on the 
the “Molly and 
which Miss Berg 
son on Broad\ vay 
cidentally, 
to time on the * 
Heard This” 
iweb. 


“Stop. Me If You's 
show on the NBC-TV 
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It's not possible to make the square peg 
fit the round hole nor the triangular block 
fit the square space ... but your sales 
story in VARIETY ‘fits perfectly.’ 


VARIETY is read and advertised in by 
the men and women who buy and sell 
everything connected with show business. 


VARIETY’S next anniversary, the 43d, is 
being prepared right now. The unusual 
editorial treatment of vital statistics and 
facts about all show business makes it the 
year ‘round buying and selling reference 
guide for the industry. 











Fits Pertec 




















We will be glad to help you present 
your sales story. All our offices are fully 
staffed to assist you. 


Our rates remain the same. Make your 
space reservations now. 
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Replacement Need Accents Tele’s 


Perpetual Headache—Tube Shortage 


Television industry, already con-+* 


fronted with an acute shortage of 
cathode-ray tubes, will find the 
going even tougher next year and 
in 1950. At that time they'll have 
to start worrying about producing 
enough tubes not only to make new 
sets but also to replace the burnt- 
out ones in sets that have been 
sold until now. Manufacturers 
look for 25° of all tube produc- 


tion during the next couple of 
years to be diverted to replace- 
ments. 

Estimated life of the average 


tube is from two to three years, ac- 
cording to U. S. Television prez 
Hamilton Hoge. With more than 
700,000 sets now 
throughout the country, he de- 
clared, the “big sleeper” in set pro- 
duction now is the servicemen’s 
stockpile of replacements. Military 
requirements, too, may be super- 
imposed, which would cut into the 


in circulation | 


available tube supply even more. | 


Despite that, Hoge predicted the 
industry would be able to turn out 
between 1,200,000 and 
new sets in 1949 and over 2,500,000 
in 1950, as compared to this year’s 


total production of some 700,000 
units. 
Tube bottleneck has been re- 


(Continued on page 33 


NBC SHUFFLES COAST 
STAFF FOR TV’ERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

NBC personnel was reshuffled 
last week to staff the television de- 
partment of KNBH and effect other 
promotions. Moving over to 
are Don Thompson as operations 
supervisor, Jack Lyman, studio di- 
rector and Robin Black, assistant 
field director. 

Added to the AM _ production 
staff were William Verdier, Ray- 
mond Dietrich and Warren Lewis, 
the latter as director 





Ask FCC to Throw Out 
CBS’ Boston Tele Bid 


Washington. Nov. 23 
The FCC was asked last week 


to throw out CBS’ application for 
a television station in Boston be- 
cause the network has pending an 
application to acquire the video 
construction permit assigned to 
Raytheon Mfg. Co. 

In a_ petition filed by 
Metropolitan Television Co. a 
competing applicant for a video 
outlet, it was asserted that under 
FCC rulings no applicant can have 
simultaneously pending two appli- 
cations for the same type of facili- 


Boston 


ties in the same area. bi 
Applicants for video in Boston 
include two film interests: New 


England Theatres, owned by Para- 
mount, and 20th-Fox New England. 


CBS Signs for Telecast Of 


Robinson-Belloise Bout 
CBS-TV, continuing its fight 
promotion activity with the Tour- 
nament of Champions, has signed 
to air the Ray Robinson-Steve Bel- 
loise fight Dee. 9 from the Jersey 
City (N. J.) Armory. Ballantine will 
sponsor, through the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. Russ Hodges ts 
to do the blow-by-blow. 

Fight is the second T. of C. pro- 
motion to be carried by CBS-TV. 
Web recently aired the Tippy Lar- 
kin-Charlie Fusari fracas from the 
Same city. Robinson-Belloise bout 
will be aired in N. Y., Philadel- 
phia, Washington and Boston. 








Spitalny in Lead 

Colgate decision on an NBC tele 
show is expected by the end of this 
week. 

Phil Spitalny and his all-girl 
orchestra are understood to be lead- 
ing the pack. although other shows 
have been auditioned for Colgate 
by Lennen & Mitchell and other 
agencies, 


Judy Gershwin on TV 

Songstress Judy Gershwin, niece 
of the late George Gershwin, makes 
her television debut Friday (26)! 
night on NBC-TV’s “Musical Minia- 
tures” show. “She'll hold down the 
femme vocalist spot on the pro- 
gram for the next several weeks. 

Mary Ryan, regular on -*Minia- 
tures.” will skip the show tonight 
(Wed.). 





1,600,000 | 
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Josefovits’ TV Package 
On Tunesmiths at Work 
Songwriter Teri Josefovitz is 
preparing a video package, “Meet 
Your Songwriters,” which is cur- 
rently being considered by CBS. 
Idea of the show is to get recog- 
nized tunesmiths to present their 
own songs and tell of the intrica- 
cles of the publishing business. 
Josetovits hopes to give amateurs 
an inside on “he workings of the 
music industry. 
Format will simulate a film 
studio in which a short is made. 


KTSL Adds Kidshows 
To Boost Schedule 
By 7 Hours Weekly 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Don Lee’s KTSL, which has been 
beaming between 16 and 17 hours 
of television shows weekly, has up- 
ped its schedule seven hours per 
week. Starting Sunday (21) Carl- 
ton Winckler, program director, 
began inserting kid-shows into 
early evening slots to stretch air 





| time. 


KTSL has been signing on at 
7:30 and cutting out at 11 on Mon- 
day and Friday, 10 on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day and 9:15 on Sunday. New 
hours call for a daily 6:30 signon. 

Winckler is inserting his juve 
programs between signon and 7:30. 
Jimmy Scribner has been set as a 
five day half-hour show and Baron 
Keves “Clickety-Clack Revue,” a 
puppet program has also been ink- 
ed. Others are being lined up to 
fill in the remaining four hours. 
KTSL has also added an hour and 
a half, 3 to 4:30, to its test pattern 
schedule 

Scribner's show is titled “Sleepy 
Joe” and will be an “Uncle Remus” 
tvpe telecast. Scribner will go be- 
fore the tele cameras in blacktace 
and full costume. Program tees 
off on a Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday schedule. starting today 
(23). Beginning the week of Dec 
6. teleshow will go Monday through 
Friday 


PERSONNEL CHANGE DUE 
ON ‘FACE THE MUSIC’ 


“Face the Music.’ CBS-TV’s 15- 
minute musical strip, is due for a 
change in personnel. Web program- 
ming chiefs have auditioned sever- 
al male and female vocalists dpr- 
ing the last several weeks in an 
attempt to find replacements for 
both Johnny Desmond and Sandra 
Deel, who have co-starred in the 
show since early last summer. 

Switch in talent is to be made, 
according to CBS execs, in order 
to inject “more sparkle” into the 
show. Attempts to line up a spon- 
sor to date resulted only in a few 
nibbles and, according to a CBS- 
TV exec. “we can’t keep the same 
show going indefinitely without a 
sponsor.” 


ATS Sets Film Forum 


American Television Society's 
first film forum of the new season 
is to be held next Wednesday (1) 
at the Museum of Modern Art, 
N. Y. Emerson Yorke, ATS secre- 
tary and film committee chairman, 
is in charge. 

Panel discussions will be held in 
network operations, advertising, 
film production and distribution, 
camera lenses and their uses, large 
screen operation and_ technical 
problems relating to films for 
video. 








GAIL STEVENS DIVORCED 


Detroit, Nov. 23 
The wanderlust that sent Ex- 
Capt. Harry J. Murphy to the U 5: 


Marines when he was 17 and to the 
Royal Air Force when he was 19, 


resulted in his being divorced 
here by Mrs. Patricia Virginia 
Murphy, 23, a television actress, 


professionally known as Gail Stev- 
ens 

She told Circuit Judge Vincent 
Ml. Brennan that her war hero 
wandered away again and did not 


*«*treturn. 


Toledo’s 4,500 Sets 


Toledo, Nov. 23. 
Number of television sets in 


‘Push TV Scripters Guild as Screen 


Toledo totaled 4,500 as of Nov. 10, | 
according to a survey conducted by | 


the city’s radio distributors. Of 
| these, 150 are in bars and restau- 
/rants, with the balance installed in 
homes. 

WSPD-TV, owned and operated 
by Fort Industries, is the only sta- 
_tion operating here. 


Video Rate War 
- Shaping on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
rate war is slowly 
gathering momentum on the Coast 
| with four Hollywood stations beam- 
ing pictures nightly to 57,000 video 
| receivers. Two outlets have already 
| Slashed their rate cards, thus grab- 
'bing sponsors out from under the 
'hooks of a third. Stations are slow- 
ly stretching their schedules in an 
effort to surpass one another but 
sponsors aren’t yet to be found to 
fill the additional time. 

Insiders are certain that with the 
advent of the network stations 
| KNBH, KECA-TV, and KTTV there 
will be a full scale rate card throat- 
cutting battle. NBC’s KNBH will 
start beaming during the latter 
part of January. KTTV, CBS- 
Times-Mirror station, goes on Jan. 
1, and KECA-TV opens its doors 
sometime later. 


AGVA to Sue KTLA, 
KLAC-TV for Telensing 
Acts Without an Okay 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Florine Bale, coast chief of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
and Sam Shayon, its local attorney, 
have been advised by National 
headquarters of the Guild to file 
a civil lawsuit against two telesta- 





Television 





tions. KTLA and KLAC-TV be- 
cause broadcasters have failed to 
clear up two charges made by 
AGVA that members of outfit 
were telensed without their per- 
mission. 

Last Labor Day. KTLA picked 
up a show of outdoor acts in the 
Coliseum The 20-o0dd acts were 
booked in at $3,000 to entertain 
AFL unions staging their annual 
jamboree in the saucer. AGVA 


ordered KTLA to pay acts double 
what they got for show, or a total 
of $6,000. Station since has been 
balking. 

KLAC-TV picked up a charity 
swimming show, on which a couple 
of pro-divers, AGVA members, 
were working for $75 each. Union 
demanded double rate for these, 
too, because station had not re- 
ceived acts’ permission for telecast. 
KLAC-TV has ignored the Guild 
thus far. 


' 


; 
i 
| 
| 
| 


\first time non-veteran members of 


Writers Balk on Tele Jurisdiction 





Chi Daily News-WENR-TV 
Space & Time Exchange 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Chicago Daily News tiein with 
ABC’s WENR-TV is up for ap- 
proval by John Knight, publisher, 
and Bob Kintner, ABC exec vee- 
pee. Deal calls for an exchange of 
air time for black-and-white, with 
no cash involved. 

Under the proposed pact the 
Daily News would get a 15-minute 
strip to showcase its wares while 
WENR-TV would receive equiva- 
lent ad space. Station also would 
have first chance at the Daily News 
relays and other events. 


Daily News tele application 
through WIND is in the FCC 
freezer. 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Screen Writers Guild and its af- 
filiates in the Authors League of 
America are split on the subject of 
television jurisdiction, particularly 
as pertaining to video films. So 
far, no satisfactory solution has 
been found and the parent organ- 
ization is feported planning to go 
ahead with the formation of a new 
Television Writers Guild, to have 
jurisdiction over all TV scripting, 
including that via picts. 

Delegation from SWG was recent- 
ly east for powwows with League 
officials. The film reps are under- 
stood to have pointed out that with 
approaching negotiations for a new 
contract with the producers, SWG 
must be able to bargain for tele in 
this area or the companies will be 
able to play one League affiliate 
against another. 

League heads in New York are 


| reported to have conceded the jus- 


tice of that stand and to have of- 


Theatre Wing’s TV Course 
Expands to Meet Demand; 
New Management Course 


Pointing up the growing interest 
of radio actors, writers, directors, 
etc., in television, the American 
Theatre Wing’s TV course which 
tees off Dec. 8 will admit for the 


ithe various AM guilds. Many mem- 


| 


‘equipment. As in former years, all 


bers of both the Radio Writers 
Guild and Radio Directors Guild 
have already enrolled for the work- 
shop course. Wing is also offering 
for the first time this year a course 
in tele station management and op- 
eration. 

Wing’s entire professional train- 
ing program is now under the direc- 
tion of Charles Vance, who re- 
placed Winston O’Keefe. Latter 
resigned recently to become man- 
aging director of New Stages, Inc. 
Vance, a former dialog director at 
Warners, has also been an instruc- 
tor in the Northwestern and Stan- 
ford drama departments and or- 
ganized the Manila Symphony orch 
while serving in the Philippines 
during the war. 

Carl Beier, former writer-produ- 
cer-director for CBS-TV, tele de- 
partment, is replacing Byron Mc- 
Kinney, who’s now a director at 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Wing’s 
tele workshop course will continue 
to produce its own shows, using the 
facilities of William Still’s experi- 
mental station, W2XJT, at Jamaica, 
L. I. Studio has been expanded and 
furnished with considerable new 


trainees will work in all phases of 
production, taking their turn at 
camera work, set designing, acting, 
writing, ete. It’s’ planned to pro- 
duce two original shows weekly, 
which will be aired on a closed- 
circuit transmission. 








Tele Chatter 














New York 


Paul Gallico named permanent 
moderator on General Electric’s 
Sunday night newsreel quiz show 
on CBS-TV, which has been retitled 
'“Stop, Look and Listen” Arthur 
'Y. Jones in from the Coast with 
(his “Marriage Clinic” discussion 
tele package, which MCA is ped- 
dling Maurice McMurray, for- 
mer sales chief for KMBC-TV 
(Kansas City), heading up the C. E. 
Hooper organization’s subscriber 
relations on tele reports “Sex 
Education in Schools” set as topic 


for the “Voice of the People” show 
tonight (Wed.) on the N. Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX Carl Friedlander, 
former prexy of Aeronca Aircraft 
Corp., named salesmanager tor 
Telespots, Inc NBC newsreel, 
sponsored by Oldsmobile dealers, 


upped from 10 to 15 minutes once 
weekly and is to be fed to the mid- 
west web when the co-ax link goes 
through WPIX scheduled to air 
Macy's annual Thanksgiving Day 
parade tomorrow (Thurs 

WPIX's “Comics on Parade” week- 
days now starts at 5 pm., with 
“Pixie Playtime” following 15 
minutes later P. J. Kennedy & 
Sons, N. Y. Catholic book pub- 
lisher, first pub to use TV spots to 
plug an individual book. Minute 
spots are to be aired nightly tor 
three weeks over WFIL-TV (phil- 
adel phia) Shakespeare’s “Julius 
;Caesar,” in modern dress, set for 


CBS-TV’s “Studio One” series fn 
January by producer Worthington 
C. Miner ..Comedienne Imogene 
Coca replacing Jerry Bergen as 
star of ABC-TV’s “Buzzy Wuzzy” 
show. It’s an M-J Productions 
package. 

George M. Burbach, manager of 
KSD-TV (St. Louis), added to the 
speakers’ slate for the Television 
Broadcasters’ Assn.’s one-day clinic 
Dec. 8 at the Hotel Waldorf-As- 


toria .. . Gale and Harry Ingram 
lining up tele package based on 
“Encyclopedia of Beauty = and 


Charm,” penned by Alma Archer, 
N. Y. Daily News’ beauty editor. 
Hollywood 


Larry Finley formulating plans 


for 13-week video series titled 
“Sunday Afternoon Up at the 
Foy’s”’ KTSL is presenting the 


“Don Lee Television Workshop” as 
a once weekly, half-hour show. Sta- 
tion will telecast a different pack- 
age every week and seek viewer 
reaction as a sounding board for 
planting weil received material on 
regular schedule. KTSL is looking 
over TV packages as well as build- 
ing its own NBC’s KNBH will 
begin regular test pattern trans- 
mission tomorrow (25). Station 
which will operate on Ch. 4, is 
skedded to transmit from 16 to 4 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
(Continued on page 32) 


ifered SWG temporary video juris- 


diction here with the proviso that 
the SWG commit itself now to re- 
lease the jurisdiction later to the 
Television Writers Guild. But the 
SWG doesn’t believe it can bargain 
effectively if the producers know 
that it’s jurisdiction is temporary, 
so it’s unwilling to commit itself 
at present. 

On the other hand, League offi- 
cials claim they can’t organize a 


,.TWG without a guarantee that it 


will have all phases of tele juris- 
diction. But SWG leaders aren't 
sure they’ll ever be able to re- 
linquish jurisdiction over TV-film 
without risking the future exist- 
ence of the organization. For if 
video ultimately supplants theatre 
exhibition as a means of film dis- 
tribution the whole field would be- 
long to TWG. 

As the SWG heads see it, the pro- 
fession would still be screenwrit- 
ing, regardless of the means of dis- 
tribution of the product. So what 
they would like to evolve is formu- 
la for differentiating TV-films that 
are shown in theatres for an ad- 
mission price and ones that are 
shown in homes for free. The for- 
mer would presumably be under 
SWG jurisdiction and the latter 
would be in the domain of the 
TWG. 


LEONARD EXITS WSAI 
FOR CROSLEY TELE 


Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 
James Leonard is resigning Dec. 
1 as program director and disk 
jockey of WSAT to rejoin the Cros- 





ley Broadcasting Corp. as manager 


of its television station in Colum- 
bus, which is expected to be 
readied for operation within sev- 
eral months. 

Leonard joined the Crosley fold 
in 1936 and filled sundry assign- 
ments on both WLW and WSAI 
until several years ago when the 
latter station was sold to Marshall 


Field and he transferred with it 


in an exec capacity. In the mean- 
time he has continued to have a 
hand in some programs originated 
on WLW for sections of NBC web- 
bing, one of them being the Circle 
Arrow series. 

A grad of the University of 
Florida, where he teamed in radio 
work with Red Barber, Leonard 
trailed Barber as a Crosley, staffer. 
Barber exited from the Crosley 
ranks in early ’39 to start ball- 
casting for the Brooklyn Dodgers, 


Bokery Buys CBS-TV 
‘Messing Party Game’ 


New half-hour audience partici- 
pation show, in which the partici- 
pants will play party games betore 
the cameras, was bought this week 
by Messing Bakeries through the 
Blaine Thompson ad agency. Show 
is slated to preem on WCBS-TV 
(CBS, N. Y.) Dec. 6 in the 8 to 8:30 
p.m. slot, which will put it imme- 
diately ahead of the simultaneous 
TV pickup of CBS’ “Arthur God- 





frey’s Talent Scouts” radio show. 
Titled the “Messing Party 
Game,” the new program will be 


aired from the stage of the Maxine 
Elliott theatre, N. Y. Buili Siater 
will serve as emcee, with Minna- 
bess Lewis assisting. Included 
among the stunts will be such 
events as peanut-racing, potato- 
sack racing, pie-eating, etc., with 
prizes to be awarded the winning 


| contestants. 
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ABC's 


a telecast and subsequent radio re- 
broadcast of the audio portion of the 
show made out none too well Mon- 
day (22) night. Show selected for 
the test, “On Trial,” was a wise 
choice, since the simulated court- 
room format required little visual 
aid in the AM rebroadcast. For that 
same reason, though, it was not a 
good TV show, emerging as one of 
those programs in which the tele 
viewer could close his eyes and get 
just as much info. 

But, because the show was done 
on tele first, it also lacked punch 
in its AM version. For one thing, 
the transcription of the audio end 
of the TV program was technically 
poor. Sound faded in and out at 
several points during the opening 
minutes and the _ background 
noises, such as chairs being moved 
around, while easily understand- 
able on TV where the audience 
could see what was going on, 
caused only undue interference on 
AM. In addition, there was an un- 
explained time lag on the radio 


_ 


ON TRIAL 

With Judge Ferdinand Pecora, 
Lloyd Paul Stryker, William 
B. Herlands, Charles P. 
Grimes, William G. H. Finch; 
Bob Sabin, announcer 

TV director: Jean Heaton 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. (AM) 

Sustaining 

ABC, from N. Y. 


(TV), 


- 


show while certain bits of action, 
easily discernible on TV, were be- 
ing carried out. Thus, the tele au- 
dience could watch a character 
leave his chair on the set and walk 
up to take his place on the witness 
stand, but the AM audience could 
do nothing but sit through the sec- 
onds of silence. 

Show was carried on the ABC- 
TV east coast web at 8 to 8:30 p.m. 
and rebroadcast over ABC-AM at 
10:30 to 11 p.m. No mention was 
made on either broadcast of the 
duplication procedure. In all, the 
shows represented a meritorious 
but unsuccessful attempt on the 
part of ABC to trim costs. Experi- 
ment reemphasized the fact that 
radio and TV are two separate and 
distinguished media and that any 
attempts to duplicate shows on 
either must necessarily make con- 
cessions to the impact of both. 

Show itself, with w.k. New York 
attorneys arguing about the advis- 
ability of using wire-tapping in 
crime detection before N. Y. Su- 
— Court Judge Ferdinand 

ecora, was more down the lines 
of straight radio, although the TV 
sight factor did punch up the tele 


program. Use of actual attorneys | 


| - Inside Television 


and a judge lent the necessary au- 
thenticity and the series should 


Try at Delayed AM B'cast 
Of TV Show NSG for Both Media 


ABC web’s first experiment with * 


' 








reservations CoHyer did a good 
job. Most of the stanza’s_ short- 
comings probably stemmed from 
basically mistaken concepts of en- 
tertainment, rather than from his 
performance. The grass-skirted, 
hobby - horsing housewives who 


| 


took part in the gaiety, and the} 


non-participating studio audiences, 
seemed to be having a wonderful 
time. The entertainment value for 
the home viewer is debatable. 
The Bab-O commercials 
spliced into the stunts themselves, 
and were a little overpunched but 
not too discordant 


were , 


Camera work | 


was good on the whole, only now | 


and then getting lost among the 
grocery shelves. 


LAMP UNTO MY FEET 


With Riverside Church educators, | 


choir 
Producers: 
Inman 
Director: Frank Schaffner 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
“Lamp Unto My Feet” is a new 
type of video religious program, 
designed to promote understand- 


Ruth Ashton, Elinor 


Blunder 


Pumping propaganda with a 
hidden purpose into kinder- 
garten aged children is not go- 
ing to win friends and influ- 
ence parents in favor of Bob 
Smith and his “Howdy Doody” 


show. This is NBC's current 
pet matinee half-hour via 
video. 


The incident took place last 
Thursday (18) when the entire 
second half of the program 
was devoted to ridiculing quiz 
shows and, believe it if you 
can, telling the tots to listen 
to Fred Allen. It is possible 
that Smith thought he was 
merely doing a fellow station 
performer a favor. But if so 
he ad libbed himself into a 
bad blunder. 

Bringing children into a net- 
work’s commercial quarrels is 
asking for the kind of trouble 
that’s never hard to find. Be- 
sides, it’s to be doubted if the 
inference that he needs three- 
year old listeners will please 
Mr. Allen. 

P.S—tThe episode was not 
repeated the next day. 








| ADVENTURES OF UNCLE 


ing of various faiths among view- | 


ers by showing children’s religious 


activities. As such, it should be 


to the liking of the Joint Religious | 


Radio Committee, which decided 
last week in a series of huddles on 
TV programming that straight 
pickups of services, either from a 
church or studio, wouldn’t do the 
trick and that some other method 


of religious presentation would 
have to be found. 
“Lamp,” while certainly not a 


good show from an entertainment 
standpoint, nonetheless uccom- 
plishes its purpose. Preem pro- 
gram Sunday (21) presented chil- 
dren of the Riverside Church, 
N. Y., studying Bible stories under 
the supervision of the church’s 
adult educators. [Inclusion of a 
couple of Chinese moppets in the 
class got across nicely the church’s 
point that it’s open to members of 
all faiths. Several of the scenes, 
incidentally, particularly in the 
Bible class, resembJed Jack Barry’s 
“Juvenile Jury.’’ 

Productionwise, too, the show 
was good. Use of a film clip intro, 
depicting the exterior of the 
church and other scenes, served to 
point up the religious motif. The 


’ . | 
church’s choir hymned the neces- | 


sary background music. Frank 
Schaffner, director of CBS-TV 
news and educational programs, 


had a tough job to pace the show 
but, with the exception of over- 
doing his slow pans across the 
Bible ciass, made out well. sia 
Stal. 


MISTLETOE 
With Jennifer Holt, Johnny Coons, 
Skeets Minton, Sam Singer 
Writer: Raymond Chan 
| Director: Gregg Garrison 


15 Mins.; Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., | 


6:45 p.m. 
MARSHALL FIELD CO. 
WENR-TV, Chicago 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
“Uncle Mistletoe” of this series 


is the puppet likeness of the Pick- | 


wickian gent developed two years 
ago as the Yuletide symbol of the 
Marshall Field department stores. 
Jennifer Holt makes a very per- 
sonable foil while Uncle Mistletoe, 
winged a la Mr. O'Malley, spins 
yarns about Wonder Land, a bi- 
zarre place that sounds suspiciously 
like a toy department. Wonder 
Land is inhabited by 
O’Hare, Tony the Pony, etc., and 
Mother Goose familiars obligingly 
sketched by Florence the Pen. 
Preem (15), geared narrowly to 
pre-grade school viewers, 


who turned out to be Uncle Mistle- 
toe. Telewise youngsters accus- 
tomed to horse operas, cartoon 
films and Texas style rasslin’ prob- 
ably found it tame stuff, but from 
the standpoint of parents and child 
psychologists it was highly accep- 
table. Commercials bordered on 
public service, with the visual sell 


reduced to mere bookend stills of | 
the clock on Marshall Field’s Loop | 


store. 

Johnny Coons made adroit shifts 
in voicing the puppet and cartoon 
characters. Sam Singer wields 
Florence the Pen 
Skeets Minton lacks scope to dis- 
play range of puppetry skill, since 
his sole figure, Uncle Mistletoe, is 
| limited to gestures of tale — 





emerge into a good public service | 


feature, if confined to one or the 
other medium. Stal. 





THIS IS THE MISSUS 

With Bud Collyer, emcee; audience 
participation 

Director: Ralph Levy 

30 Mins.; Wed., 1:30 p.m. 

B. T. BABBITT, INC. 

WCBS-TV, New York 


(Duane Jones) 


This replacement of the ‘“Missus 
Goes A-Shopping” video show has 
all of the obvious faults and vir- 
tues of similar radio offerings. The 
addition of sight comedy is a mix- 
ture of good and bad bits that can- 
cel out. B. T. Babbitt, Inc., is spon- 
soring every fourth show in the 
series, starting with the kickoff last 
Wednesday (17). 

With Bud (“Superman”) Collyer 
as m.c. in the guise of a grocery 


store manager, ‘Missus’” whips 
along at a lively pace; frantic 
might be the better word. The ac- 


tivity often becomes over-breath- 
less for no apparent reason. The 
studio audience participants, main- 
ly housewives, flung themselves 
into a series of devilish tharades 
and kid-games with an eagerness 
that was startling and often almost 
embarrassing to the viewer. 
Collyer is completely at home in 
the pilot’s seat and handled his 
emcee chores adroitly and with 
much poise. Like so many other 
m.c.’s of -determinedly madcap 
ladies shows he often talked too 
much and too fast, however. Also 
his interviewing could have been 
improved. Too often he would ask 
his ice - breaking questions as 
though performing a chore to be 
gotten over with as quickly as pos- 
sible, paying no attention what- 
ever to the replies. But with those 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX has been forced to run in those abundant 
Camel cigaret plugs on its college football games this year because the 
William Esty agency, which handles the ciggie account, is adamant 
against any other product being shown on the screen. 


Five of the eight games picked up this season by WPIX were taken | 
on a feed from WPTZ (Philadelphia). 


Games are sponsored over the 


latter station by Atlantic Refining, so that the field clock used in Philly 
bears a Hi-Arc plug. Thus, every time the cameras swing over to the 


clock, the Hi-Arc sign is naturally shown. 
against this, has ruled WPIX must cover the clock with a Camel plug. | 
Clock is shown mostly only at the crucial closing minutes of each half, | 


But the Esty agency, being 


which has put WPIX doubly on the spot. 





Television set manufacturers appear to be among the best speculative 
stock buys for 1949, according to a memo issued to customers by Paine, 


_ Webber, Jackson & Curtis, N. Y. brokers. 


Ruling out TV broadcasting 


stocks because of the “prospect for continued losses through next year,” 
the firm declared 1949 should be a “brilliant profits year” for manu- 
facturers because the “benefits of mass production should result in 
television affording a better profit margin than radio” and “a competi- 
tive battle for survival is not likely to develop until the latter part of 


1949 or early 1950.” 


Following a breakdown of activities of the various manufacturers, 
the brokerage firm advised its customers to attempt to capitalize on 
the future through a package commitment rather than through special- 


ized representation. 


Suggested buys were Magnavox, Motorola and 


Phileo, described as a $64 package available at 3.9 times this year’s 
estimated earnings and yielding about 6.6%; Admiral, Magnavox and 
Motorola, a $44 package also available at 3.9 times estimated 1948 
earnings to yield about 6.5%, and Admiral, Magnavox and RCA, de- 


scribed as a $40 package available at 4.5 times probable earnings with | 
Balanced package deals, according to the 


a return of about 4.8%. 


brokers, “will lessen the risk of later intra-industry changes without 
reducing immediate appreciation possibilities.” 


Acute shortage of space, both for studios and offices, is still plaguing 


the N. Y. television broadcasters. 


Latest to feel the pinch is CBS-TV, 


now in the process of completing its new studios in the Grand Central 


Terminal building. 


Already airing shows from those studios and from the Maxine Elliott 
theatre, N. Y., the web last week took over an indie film studio on the 
58th floor of the Chanin building, from which it will originate, among 


others, the General Electric “Stop, Look and Listen” program. 


personnel, 
tions around mid-Manhattan. 


CBS-TV 


meanwhile, is now quartered at six different office loca- 


Michael | 


had | 
Santa Claus in need of a helper, | 


in sure style. | 


_| the 


scored with another click in its 
presentation of J. B. Priestley’s 
|“An Inspector Calls” on NBC-TV 
| Sunday night (21). 
this morality play down to 60 min- 
| utes, less time-out for Philco’s pro- 





“Philco Television Playhouse” | 


Posoesoe 


Tele Follow-up Comment 


SESS SSCSHEHSCHCEFCSE SETH HEHE HY. 


— TESST S SSE ECHEOO OCH COOGEE 


which used luminous lights on TV 


‘for the first time. With the male 


In trimming | 


| longed plugs, director Fred Coe, 


lost nothing of the original’s flavor 

'and gained considerably in pacing. 
|In all its phases of performances, 
| settings and camera-work, this pro- 
duction was a polished and deep- 
toned piece of video entertainment. 
| First rate cast was headed by 
| Walter Abel, as the other-worldly 
| police inspector, and George Cou- 
louris, as the tight-fisted, narrow- 
minded bourgeois who denied that 
he was his brother’s keeper. They 
carried the drama with good sup- 
port from Margery Maude, as the 
| mother, Jean MacIntyre’s perform- 
ance as the young girl was slightly 
‘too shrill in a shrill role. Two 
spacious settings also contributed 
to solidity of this show. 

Definite drawback to this ses- 
sion, however, were the drawn-out 
commercials which became almost 
a play within a play. Bert Lytell 
'and Bob Stanton wvould be twice 
as effective if the plugs were 
halved. 





“Ford Theatre’s” presentation of 
i“Joy to the World” on CBS-TV 
| Sunday (21) was a slickly executed 
comedy for the first 60 minutes of 
| this one-hour show. Network com- 
mercial commitments, however, 
abruptly cut the play off the air a 
few minutes before the third act 
curtain, leaving the viewers some- 
what dangling in the unfinished 
business and spoiling an otherwise 
iclever production. Rigid adherence 


to time schedules, a sign of video's | 


commercial coming-of-age, makes a 
cardinal error out of this failure 
to bring a show home on the nose. 

Framed within two well-con- 
structed office settings connected 
by a door, the Allan Scott Broad- 
way play of last year was smoothly 
adapted to the needs of the TV 
screen. The action was firmly cen- 
tralized and the camera work was 
superlative in the handling of one 


ingenious montage effect and _ its 
shuttling between the long and 


closeup shots. Matching the tech- 
nical efficiency, the cast merged 
into a fluid performance which 
maintained a sharp edge in this 
mild satire on Hollywood. 

It took this video show to lift 
Eddie Albert out of his Hollywood 
type-casting as a yokel and give 


|antly diverting. 


member dressed in black and thus 
invisible and the girls in white, 
they were able to perform some 
balancing feats that looked like a 
floating ballet on the screen. 


Equally good was Pat C. Flick, 
as a stage-box heckler, who shot 
quips back and forth with Sulli- 
van from his seat in a stageside 
box. Sullivan displayed a neat 
penchant for comedy timing in the 
routine and the fact that Flick 
came on unannounced lent credul- 
ity to the affair until Sullivan 
identified him. Rest of the bill, 
too, was good. Blackburn Twins, 
videogenic guys now at the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y., with their precision 
tapstering and fake mirror routine, 
were grooved for tele. Comic Pat 
Henning shone with his zany im- 
personations, his standard barrage 
of intimate asides to the audience 
being a natural for the medium. 


Songstress Betty Jane Watson, 
currently featured in Mike Todd's 
“As the Girls Go” on Broadway, 
socked across a couple of tunes 
from the show. With her voice 
and beauteous appearance on the 
screen, she should grab the atten- 
tion of major film talent scouts. 
Louis Armstrong and his orch, all 
name musicians in their own right, 
did a brace of songs in their usual 
fine fashion but they would have 
pleased more with something like 
Satchmo’s disk smash “Can’t Give 
You Anything But Love,” instead 
of plugging ‘Song Is Born,” Dan- 
ny Kaye starrer in which Arm- 
strong appears, with the tired title 
song. 

Emerson commercials still 
much to be desired but one 
them, in which orch leader Ray 
Bloch gagged around with an- 
nouncer Ray Morgan, was pleas- 
June Taylor line 
(6) did a capable job in backing 


left 
of 


| Miss Watson, but who slected those 


raincoat costumes? 





Few video shows hang so com- 
pletely on the ability of one artist 
as “Texaco Star Theatre” is draped 
around Milton Berle’s quips and 
antics. He dominates the hour so 
completely that every utterance is 
spotlighted. Which makes his con- 
stant repeating of “all kidding 
aside” that much more irritating. 


| And he used it too often last Tues- 


him a shot at a half-cynical, half- | 


idealistic portrayal of a film pro- 
ducer. Albert was solid in a char- 
| acterization that omitted his usual 
mannerisms. Janet Blair 
played with finesse as the romantic 
lead. 
ers, Myron McCormick, as 
press agent, and Philip Loeb, as 
_ repentant celluloid 
registered strongly. 





“Toast of the Town” took a 
definite upswing Sunday (21) night 


laden bill and some pleasant sur- 
prises injected by emcee Ed Sul- 
livan. One of the surprise clicks, 





| DON LEE TELEVISION WORK- 

| SHOP 

| With Mary Noble and Francis 

| King, Vera Lee and Simon 
Semenoff, Bill Bryan 

Producer: Flanagan and Burt Pro- 

| ductions 

| Director: Carlton Winckler 

| 20 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

| KTSL-Don Lee, L. A. 


Well paced show moved into 
| KTSL as the initialer in “Don Lee 
Television Workshop” produced by 


Al Flanagan and Frank Burt. Cam-| 


was the Delanoff & Rayes Sisters, | 
amie ' ’| fashion. 


also | 


mogul, | 


era director Carl Winckler mastered | 


some fine lens manipulation which 
kept the cast top bracketed 
throughout. 


| act, 
on the CBS-TV web with a talent- | 


day (16). 
Otherwise, this broadeast was 
good. It was not quite up to re- 


cent shows because Berle himself 
didn’t tie it together as well as he 
has ribboned past performances, 
but there were a fair enough num- 
ber of solid laughs. Most of them 
sprang from the finale piece be- 
tween Berle and Red_ Buttons, 
which wound up a blaze of howls. 


| I re s ar ’ & 
Among the supporting play- | t was based on a loan shark’s of 


the | 


fice, with Buttons cast as an ap- 
plicant and Berle the boss. It was 
downright slapstick and excellent- 
ly topical video. 

Berle worked a few laughs out 
of Russell Swan's guester, which 
consisted of his Chinese guillotine 
with Berle’s neck involved. 
Perhaps more might have been 
wrung from it, but the trick doesn’t 
lend itself too well. Crackerjacks, 
a four-ply terp and acro team, 
opened the broadcast in whirlwind 
Arnaut Bros., who 
worked with Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
of the Town” show a few weeks 
ago, wisely did parts of their stage 
act that they hadn't included in 
the shot with Sullivan, and they 
worked up fine reaction, too. 


Berle doen’t work with pitchman 
Sid Stone so often anymore (per- 
haps because Berle was stealing 
his thunder). Buttons did that this 
week and didn’t get in Stone’s way 
at all while the commercial-bender 
eked out a few giggles. Buttons’ 
own act, done during the initial 
half-hour, was fair. 

Ella Logan’s overdone’ vocals 
closed the hour. She worked on 
“Sunny Side of the Street” and 


| ‘Little Bit of Heaven” and a brief 


KTSL is making the | 


. “Workshop” a weekly feature and | 


using it asa proving ground for an 
assortment of live production ideas 
brought in by local packagers. Sta- 


tion will also present its own works | 


| on telecasts. 


Song team, Noble and King, 
made themselves telefelt with “If 


| This Isn’t Love,” “Rain Drops 
Don’t Care” and “A Most Unusual 
|Day.” Pair dueted through the 


three tunes with ease and camera 
assurance. Mary Noble televises 
well and reveals a strong video per- 
sonality. Director Winckler brought 
Vera Lee and Simon Semenoff, 
dance team, before the cameras 
during Noble and King’s vocaling 


bit with Berle as a_ bagpiper. 
Smartly costumed and rather 
plainly coiffured, the singer wasn't 
impressive. She’s a vocal stylist 
and makes the mistake of using 
standard melodies to project her- 
self, and they always wind up over- 
done. Material tunes, of which she 
has a good stock, would have been 
better in this instance. 





Eddie Condon’s “Floor Show’ 


, continues as probably the one pro- 


gram that gives the N. Y. Daily 
News TV outlet. WPIX, a distinc- 


|tive flavor all its own. Last week 


of “Rain Drops” in silhouette form. | 


Dancers mixed terp routine with 
pantomine all of which proved very 
| effective. Free. 


Condon featured Johnny Mercer, 
Thelma Carpenter and Pearl 
Primus, as well the assorted jazz 
virtuosi making up the Condon 
ensemble. It all added up to a 
zingy video stanza. That closeup 


of Sidney Bechet in action was one 
of the camera treats of the week. 








os 
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If you’re looking for a show that’s “adult... mature 


...1n the best traditions of the American theatre’” 
..- then Actor's Studio is tailor-made for vou. 


ACTOR'S STUDIO combines the talents of some of the theatre’s most 
illustrious figures: Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn (pictured above), 
Mare Connelly, Chery] Crawford, Flia Kazan, to name only a few. 
Fach week a brillant cast presents a top-notch play by such well- 
known authors as Tennessee Williams and James Thurber. No wonder 


critics and audiences are raving! 


Then, again, what about “one of the better variety 


offerings on television’’? It’s the Gay Nineties 
: . ‘ ‘ . 16 
Revue...‘‘worth a half hour's viewing any time. 


GAY NINETIES REVUE takes audiences back to the good old days — and 
how they love it! Popular Joe (“1 Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now") 
Howard is starred, with wonderful Lulu Bates, Ray Bloch and his 
i6-piece orchestra, and other great acts. The show's first Hooper . as 
< share of audience.) WW hat an opportunity for a sponsor: 


a 12.9 (37: 





Or, if you're after something ‘‘slick and professional,” 
Hollywood Screen Test is another “sure winner in 
the video programming sweepstakes’”* that ‘‘video 
tans are raving about.’ 

KOLLYWOOD SCREEN TEST is a television natural if there ever was one! 
It's fascinating entertainment. Talented young artists from radio, the 
theatre and night clubs get their big chance at Holly wood. Handsome 
Nei! Hamilton is emcee; each week a big-name guest star plays opposite 
the young hopefuls. (Did you see LIFE’s recent cover story?) 





. 


Or perhaps you're looking for “a good show’” like 
Critic-at-Large, something that is “animated, con- 


troversial, witty and entertaining’®... something 


that “will find its audience and amuse them.’” 


CRITIC- AT-LARGE presents popular critic John Mason Brown and famous 
guests in informal living-room discussions of books, radio, the theatre 
and other subjects pertaining to the arts. Guests (like playwright Marc 
Connelly, above, with Mr. Brown) are well-known, well-informed and 
witty. Already the show has built a large and loyal following. 


These four network television shows are for sale — in choice time 


1. 

2. New York World Telegram 
3. Television World 

4, New York Daily Mirror 

5. Variety 

6. Variety 

7. Variety 

8. Variety 

9. 


Variety spots—on ABC, We'd like to tell you more about them—and more 
about the remarkably rapid growth of our network. Won't you call 
us (without obligation, of course) at our big new Television Center? 
TRafalgar 3-7000. 


The living image of America 


TELEVISION 





Variety American Broadcasting Company 


~ Ne eset Hae oF NS ty niin 
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‘indie Station Network’ on Ad Council !0HNNY CARPENTER'S 


Programs Looms Among Unaffiiates 


Washington, Nov. 23. 


Widespread support among unaf- 
filiated outlets for the creation of 
an “indie station network” is high- 
lighted in returns to the NAB sur- 
vey of the indies’ attitude toward 
the Advertising Council plan for 
providing them with public service 


spots and programs. Out of 439 
inquiries mailed to NAB indie 
members owning FM and AM out- 


lets, 328 replies were received with 
327 stations agreeing to use the 
Council’s material and to furnish 
regular reports on their public 
service activities. 

Ted Cott, WNEW, N. Y., program 
director and chairman of the NAB’s 
indie station committee, ascribed 
the high and favorable response to 
his committee’s drive over the 
past couple of months. The Ad- 
vertising Council's plan for the un- 
affiliated stations was formulated 
under the NAB committee's press- 
ure to get the indies treated on 


equal footing with the networks 
with regard to service programs. 


Formerly, the indies were regarded 


as a trolley-line for gratis plugs 
while the nets received the big 
name shows from such outfits as 


the Community Chest and the Can- 
cer Society. 

The NAB committee is currently 
drawing up arrangements for pub- 
lication of a directory of indie sta- 
tions in a further step to link them 
closer together. The directory will 
list the address, program facilities 
and key personnel to be contacted 
for exchange of material and in- 
formation. It’s understood that fu- 
ture plans call for setting up of an 
organization of indies for coopera- 
tive buying of music, e.t. programs 
and other supplies. 

Some operators are optimistical- 
ly calculating on the eventual for- 
mation of commercial networks of 
indies in various areas which offer 
similar types of program service. 
Such tieups, it’s said, could ap- 
proach national advertisers with a 
unique program service combining 
the advantages of independent and 
network operation. One of the ob 
stacies to this plan, however, Is the 
reshuffling it would necessitate in 
the station representative lineup. 





Detroit—Kathleen Lardie, head 
of the Detroit schools’ station, 
WDTR, sailed aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth for the third session of 
the general conference of UNESCO 
in Beirut, Lebanon. She is the only 
woman educator in the panel of 25, 
which includes film producer and 


+ 





SEATTLE TV DEALERS 
BUY PROMOTION TIME 


Seattle, Nov. 23 

Nineteen television receiver dis- 
tributors in this area have banded 
together as an association for a 
joint promotion plan to promote 
the use of television commercially 
and the sale of sets. The distribu- 
tors will practice what they preach, 
also, and are buying an hour a day 
for the first week of KRSC-TV’s 
operation, beginning Thursday (25). 

Advance sales for KRSC’s tele- 
vision operation have been big, ac- 
cording to manager Robert Priebe, 
who told Varrety that more than 
50° of the planned commercial 
time has already been sold. Fred- 
erick & Nelson, Seattle department 
store, has bought the INS Televi- 
sion Newsreel five times a week for 
13 weeks. 





Expensive Deal Cooking 
For Bears-Cards Game 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Deai cooking for the Dec. 12 
grid game between the Bears and 
Cardinals may prove to be the most 
expensive pigskin telecast here to 
date. Both Pabst and Sunbeam 
are mentioned as potential bank- 

rollers, each putting up $5,000. 


WGN-TV already is pacted as 
video outlet, but dual coverage 
may develop. Cards and Bears 


have held off from tele all season, 
setting prices as high as $16,000 
per game. Teams’ backers believe 
that bad weather plus video is 
poison at the gate. 





ABT’s ‘Album’ Cost 20G; 
‘Music Wheel’ 2d Film 


Penny Edwards and Keith Andes, 


both Hollywood featured players, 
have been signed as leads in “The 
Music Wheel,” second film to be 
shot especially for tele by ABT 


Productions, Inc. Film goes before 
the cameras during the week of 
Dec. 6 at the Fox Movietone stu- 
dios, N. Y. 

First ABT venture, “Album of 


Songs.” was completed = several 
weeks ago, with Nancy Donovan 
and Michael O’Duffy co-starred. 


Three-reeler was originally budget- 
ed at $15,000, but cost a reported 
$20,000 before it was brought in. 


Bell-International has just fin- 
ished the first of a series of telepix 
featuring Johnny Carpenter. Film, 
'“Rim Rock Rider” features Car- 
penter and his Blind Rhythm Rid- 
ers and sports Zon Murray and 
Andy Andrews in the heavy roles. 

Pic was rolled on 35m and shot 
in two days. Jack Gilson produced 
and Bob Tansey directed. Carpen- 
ter’s “Blind Rhythm Riders” are 
sightless students who have been 
taught to ride horseback by Car- 
pentel 


biealiiis to Get N Y. 
Plugging Via WABD Film 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 

Headed by chief photographer 
Allan Smiler, a_ television unit 
from WABD in New 
day (20) invaded Quebec to televise 
the Laurentians for general re- 
lease in the New York-Boston- 
Washington and Richmond areas 
Nov. 29. 
| Sponsored by Colonial Air Lines, 
|which has the exclusive Montreal- 
|New York air franchise, with the 
{purpose of convincing Americans 
that Montreal and the Laurentian 
skiiing country are only a short 
hop from such points as New York, 
the material shot will be used on a 
13-minute spot over WABD 


Muni’s Chevvy Shot 


Paul Muni makes his second 
television appearance Monday (29) 
night on the “Chevrolet Tele- 
Theatre” show on the NBC-TV web 
in a TV adaptation of “The Val- 
iant,” in which he once starred in 
a film for Warners. One-acter, 
penned by Holworthy Hall and 
Robert Middlemass, has become a 
classic in tyro legit, although 
never performed on Broadway in 
is original form. 

Appearing in the cast with Muni 
will be Whitford Kane and Augusta 
Dabney, latter from the Broadway 








cast of the recent “Dear Ruth.’ 
Owen Davis, Jr produces. with 
Gary Simpson directing. Muni’s 


Counsellor 
Felevision 


first tele job was in 
at Law” on the “Philco 
Plavhouse.’ 





Motorola Ups Robt. Galvin 
Chicago, Noy. 23 
Robert Galvin, 26-year-old son 
of Motorola prexy Paul Galvin, last 
week upped to exec veepee of the 
radio and tele firm. 
Post has been open since the 
death of Motorola co-founder Jo- 
seph Galvin in 1944. ° 








director Frank Capra 














Rebecca” 





Another First In Television 


HARRY SOSNIK 


Composing and Conducting Complete 


Original Musical Scores 


for 


- - PHILCO TELEVISION PLAYHOUSE 


“Music backgrounding was very good'"—Bron, Variety. 


Street Scene” 





“Camille” 





York Satur- | 


OATER VIDPIC im Inside Stuf'—Radio 


Hollywood, Novy. 23. 


Mort Lewis. Coast radio writer, 


relays the latest switch about the 


guy who fell into the Volga and climbed out with his pockets full of 


sturgeon. 


Lewis says he made four separate appointments with a radio pro- 


ducer about writing for his show, and got stood up each time. 


After 


the fourth brushoff Lewis was seething, in view of the fact that the 


producer himself had suggested the meetings. 


But instead of follow- 


ing his natural impulse to do bodily harm to the producer if and when 
they met again, he decided to write a story about it—the hero being 
a Hollywood agent addicted to the brushoff, who is fingered as an 
intended murder victim. Lewis sold the story, titled “Brushoff,” to 
“Hollywood Star Theatre.” It was aired Saturday night (20). 


Femme fashion expert Adelaide Hawley becomes a five-medium per- 


sonality 


markets Monday (29). 


when her transcribed show 


debuts in several large eastern 


Miss Hawley is already spreading her distaff gospel via tele (“Tele- 
vision Fashions on Parade,”” WABD, New York), newsreels (MGM News 
of the Day), a newspaper column (Sunday N. Y. Herald Trib, soon to 
be syndicated) and live fashion shows for manufacturers, retailers and 


women’s clubs. 


Disk show, ‘“‘Fashion Flashes,” is set tentatively in New York, Chi- 


cago, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, Detroit, Cleveland, St 
Pittsburgh, Buffalo and Cincinnati. 


Louis, 


With the opening of the “Stories to Remember” series on WHLI 
and WMCA this week, the Institute for Democratic Education will be 
represented on seven N, Y. stations simultaneously for the first time. 
WHLI starts its “Stories” series Friday (26) at 2.45 p.m.; WMCA Satur- 


day (27) at 9.45 p.m. 


Others carrying “Stories” are WNEW, Tuesdays 


at 9.15 p.m.; WNYC, Thursdays at 6.30 p.m., and WEVD, Sundays at 


10.30 p.m. 

Carrying an 
Thursdays at 2 p.m., 
in the schools. 


earlier series, 


“The American Dream,” are 
and WYNE, Thursdays, four times a day directly 


WNYC, 


Some teenage gabber will have his fling in the disk jockey sweep- 


stakes on WOV,N. Y., 
a contest currently being run by 
spieler in the N. Y. high schools 


next summer 


Program will be the outcome of 
indie to determine the smoothest 
The winner will receive an eight- 


| week contract for his own show during the 1949 vacation season. 
Three finalists, currently being weeded out, will be heard on the 
Fred Robbins’ “1280 Club” with the winner to be selected by dialer 


writein votes. 


Los Angeles Daily News, 24-hour tabloid, has broken away from a 


publishers agreement 


and will restore radio news and a column by 
Walter Taliaferro, ending a 10-year ban. 
to meet the competition of the L. A 
a daily page of radio news, comment and art 
cated column will be dropped. L. 


Move is believed prompted 
Mirror, afternoon tab, which runs 
John Crosby's syndi- 
A.’s other three sheets, Examiner, 


Times and Herald-Express, have not yet indicated whether they would 


iunk the agreement. 


TELE CUT RATE NIXES 


GE, In Change Of Heart, To 


SIMON’S WBKB DEAL — Stay as ‘House’ Sponsor 


Chicago, Nov. 23 
Ernie Simon’s chance to be the 
televised performer in Chi 
video via a new half-hour strip on 
WBKB went glimmering last week 
when the series was nixed by 
WJJD, which has him under con- 
tract for AM chores. Art Harre, 
WJJD manager, previously had 
okayed Simon for the tele series, 
which was set for participating 
sponsorship. 

Deal soured when WBKB sales- 
‘men called on Simon’s AM spon- 
/sors, peddling spots on his video 
show at half of what it cost on 
WJJD. Avery-Knodel, station rep 
of WJJD, also was appraised of the 
bargain rates. Under pressure from 
resultant beefs, Harre ordered 
Simon to vacate the video strip. but 
fast. 

Blunder ranks next to that of 
last summer when an eager WBKB 
‘salesman signed Leaf Gum to 
bankroll an old Gene Autry serial. 
Sale was called off when Autry, 
whose AM series bears the Wrigley 
label, threatened to bring suit. 


most 





DUMONT VOTES DIVIDEND 


DuMont board, meeting at its 
| Passaic, N. J., offices Friday (19), 
|voted a 25c per share dividend for 
1948 on all Class A and B common 
stock, payable Dec. 22 to stockhold- 
(ers of record Dec. 1. Board also 
/voted the regular quarterly divvy 
of 25¢ on regular cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, payable Jan. 1 to rec- 
|ord ot Dec. 15. 
ence 


It now looks like General Elec- 
tric has had a change of heart 
GE was all set to drop its spon- 


sorship of the CBS Cross-the-board 
“House Party” heard in the 
3:30-4 p.m. segment, at the end 
oi the current cycle 


show, 


However, the Columbia. sales 
boys have gotten the word that 
GE plans to stick with it. That 
would keep the CBS daytime SRO 
intact. 











“At the risk of being repetiiious, 
we'd like to recommend once again 
‘What Makes You Tick?’.” 


—Journal, Porthinad, Ore. 


“WHAT MAKES 
YOU TICK?”’ 


ABC Monday Thru Friday 11:45 to 12:00 


for PROCTER and GAMBLE 
CBs. Monday thru Friday, 2:45-% P.M. 


with 
JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 


ADDISON SMITH 




















AVAILABLE 


Journalism major, free lance writing 
xperience, fiction, radio acting experi 
ence and an efficient secretary all 
rolled into one Would like a jack 
of-all-trades position in any or a)l of 
these flelds. Prefer Chicago Write 
or phone Miss BELLE POLLACK, 

3541 W. Douglas Blyd. 
ROckwell 2-3033 . Chicage 




















OF 


veared in 
past six 


produce, 


that 








NORVELL 


20TH CENTURY PHILOSOPHER 
CARNEGIE HALL 


in a new radio program every Saturday and Sun- 
day at 11:30 P.M. over WOR, Norvell 
Carnegie Hall 


years. A program especially 
for Ladies, 


Carnegie Hall and offers a sponsor dignity, charm 
and distinction. A 
with great 
metics, ladies’ wear, food products or any product 
appeals to 
Dexter & Co 


TOMMY THOMPSON, Carnegie Hall, Studio 1°09 


Telephone: Clrele 6-3058 
SOHN BRADFORD, Announcer 
Transcription Upon Request 


has ap- 
for the 
, designest 
Norvell’s name is sytonymous with 


every Sunday 


radio show 
appeal to 


inexpeusive to 
busers of Cos- 


women. Sponsored locally by 
Address inquiries to: 


New York 
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Ohio Co. Offered to Sell ‘WOR (N, Y.), KHJ (L. A.)| ‘NAME, ‘MAYOR’ SHOWS: 
AM Permit for 3856 Set Reciprocal Deals) HEADED MUTUAL WAY 


| Reciprocal coverage deal on; Mutual may soon snare two new | 
Soon After Issue, Is Claim local news has been worked out by half-hour shows, one of them now | 
Washington, Nov. 23. | WOR,N. Y.,and KHJ, Los Angeles. | 


RADIO 31 


NAB Votes Plan to Encourage Use 
Of Practices Code Among Members 

















on ABC and the other carried by | 
A charge that Northwestern Ohio | 


Broadcasting Corp. offered to sell! 
its AM and FM facilities in Lima 


for $385,000 within three weeks. 
after its AM permit was granted, | 
was made by Skyway Broadcasting | 
Corp. of Columbus, unsuccessful 
applicant for the AM facility, in a 
petition filed with the FCC Friday 
(19) by Marcus Cohn, counsel. 

The petition declared that had 
FCC known of Northwestern’s in- 
tention to sell its construction per- | 
mit as soon as its AM application 
was granted, the Commission would 
have favored Skyway for the li- 
cense. It therefore asked that its 
application be reinstated and that 
the Commission issue an order to 
show cause why Northwestern’s 
permit shouldn’t be revoked on the 
grounds of “fraud and deception.” , 

Northwestern’s FM station start- 
ed operation last summer. Sky-| 
way had previously charged that 
construction of the AM station was 
proceeding before the Commission 
issued a final decision granting the 
permit. 





Mex General Shoots Up 
‘Noisy’ Radio Station 


Mexico City, Nov. 23. 

Gen. Bulmaro Guzman, of the 
Mexican army, is out on bail await- 
ing trial on a charge of malicious 
mischief preferred by Alfredo 
Tejeda, operator of a small local | 
radio station, XEML. Tejeda ac- 
cuses the general, who lives next | 
door to the station, of bursting in | 
during a program, yelling that too 
much noise was being made, and 
gun in hand, starting to wreck 
things until overpowered by the 
two performers then at the mike 
and the staff of six. 


Gen. Guzman said repeated re- | 
quests for less noise had been ig- | 
nored and he couldn't stand it any 
longer. 


| (“Joe”) 
KCMO, who had to find a sports- 


The stations have agreed to supply | 
each other with human interest | 
news in their areas, and to ex- 
change transcriptions. 

WOR execs say they hope to set 
similar deals with other stations 
across the country, regardless of 
net affiliations. 


K.C. MGR. SPORTS FILL-IN 
ON ANOTHER STATION 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 

Sportseasting here has one of 
radio’s most unusual twists with 
commercial manager of one station 
serving as play-by-play announcer 
for another station. Mahlon Ald- 
ridge, commercial manager of 
KFRU, Columbia, Mo., is doing the 
talking on Missouri U. games over 
KCMO, Kansas City. Both stations 
are ABC outlets. 

An experienced sportsman in 
St. Louis, Aldridge more or less 
gave up the sports mike when he 
took over the KFRU post some 
time ago. He was called back, | 
however, by an old friend, E. K. 
Hartenbower, manager of 





caster in a hurry when Walt Loch- 
man, former sports editor, recently 
left the station. Aldridge stepped 
in and is finishing out the season 
for KCMO. 

Tony Williams, who has been 
handling sports and news for 
KCMO, takes over as sports editor 
at the station. 





Multiple Ownership 


Hearing Set for Jan. 17 
Washington, Nov. 23. «! 

FCC last week scheduled oral 
arguments for Jan. 17 on its pro- 
posed rules to limit multiple own- | 
ership of radio and television sta- | 
tions. 

Debate is expected on the FCC 
plan to limit an owner to five tele- 
vision, six FM and seven standard 
outlets. 


that network last summer. Decision | 
is expected soon on “What’s My | 
Name?”, Saturday night giveaway | 
starring Arlene Francis, and ‘‘May- 
or of the Town,” Lionel Barrymore 
stanza dropped in June by Nox- 
zema. 


MBS hopes to pick up “Name” 
around the first of the year, when 
Genera) Electric’s Lamp Division 
will drop it. However, it’s indi- 
cated that Mutual won’t touch the 
show unless the format is changed 
to eliminate telephone tieins. MBS 
prexy Ed Kobak blasted phone 
giveaways in a recent statement. 
One of the suggested revisions to 
get around the phone taboo in- 
volves the use of post cards. 

It’s understood that Mutual 
hopes to sell the show to Servel, 
Inc., if the format problem can be 
whipped. It isn’t known who MBS 
has in mind as a prospective spon- 
sor for “Mayor of the Town” if 
that show is picked up. 


Glickman’s Knick Reprise 


For the third straight year Marty 
Glickman, sports’ director 





N. Y. Knickerbockers professional 
basketball games from Madison 
Square Garden. Glickman is also 
handling the college games from 
the Garden for the fourth straight 
season, with Connie Desmond again 
his sidekick. Nedick’s and Old 
Gold are sharing the sponsorship. 


Glickman and Desmond are also | 


doing about a third of the Knicker- 
bockers’ road games, with the pair 
down for approximately 100 col- 
lege broadcasts, including those 
from the Garden, the 69th Regi- 
ment Armory and 10 Ivy League 
games. 





Buffalo—Roger M. Baker, com- 
mercial manager of WKBW, cele- 
brated his 20th year in radio on 
Nov. 20. On Nov. 20, 
Baker started his career as a staff 
announcer. 


of | 
WMG\M, N. Y., is broadcasting the | 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

A plan to encourage adherence | 
to the NAB code for broadcasters | 
was agreed to at the quarterly! 
meeting here last week. of the 
board of directors of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters. At the same 
time the board received a petition 
from one of its members to amend 
the NAB bylaws to deny the board 
authority to promulgate Standards 
of Practice. 

Following presentation of the 
petition by Edward F. Breen, man- 
ager of KVFD, Ft. Dodge, the 
board voted unanimously to au- 
thorize a committee to draft a 
statement explaining the purpose 
of the proposed bylaw, this state- 
ment to be acted upon at the 
board’s next meeting in February. 
The statement and the proposed 


bylaw would be circulated among | 


the 

| vote. 
| The plan to encourage use of the 
code provides for the appointment 
of a seyen-member committee rep- 
resenting AM, FM, television sta- 
|tions and networks. Its functions 


membership for referendum 


include education and information, | 


interpretation, keeping the code 
abreast of changing condtions in 
the industry, and expanding the 
code to meet “the rapidly develop- 
jing conditions of television.” The 
|board emphasized that the propo- 
sals don’t envision any “infring- 
ment upon the. discretionary 
powers of the licensee under the 
law.” 

| The board also decided to step 
|up activity in NAB’S FM depart- 
| ment. 
|C,. Stringer, director of FM and 
|Special Services, will be relieved 
|of supplemental duties “for an in- 
| ment of FM broadcasting. 
| interim period will continue until 
| the association has acted on a pro- 
| posed plan of “functional organi- 


| 


ization” to take into account de- 


1928, | velopments in television, FM and| 


'facsimile. A _ five-member com- 
'mittee will be appointed by NAB 


It was agreed that Arthur) 


|terim period” to forward develop- | 
The | 


| president Justin Miller to prepare 
such a plan. 

In other actions, the board: 

Agreed to appoint “unaffiliated 
| Stations chairmen” in each of the 
| 17 NAB districts and to set aside 
one day at the association’s annual 
convention to activities of unaffili- 
ated stations. 

Decided to proceed with produc- 
tion of sales material for an All- 
Radio Presentation, a promotional 
effort being undertaken by all seg- 
ments of the industry. 

Accepted into membership 74 
radio stations which had applied 
since the last meeting in May. 


KATE SMITH TELEFAXES 
A 3-MINUTE TELEGRAM 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

Kate Smith last week inaugu- 
rated the first hotel installation in 
the U. S. of Western Union Tele- 
fax, which transmits a telegram in 
a few minutes, by depositing the 
message in the slot of a facsimile 
machine and pressing a button. 

At ceremonies in the Wardman 
Park Hotel Thursday (18), Miss 
Smith dispatched a message to the 
Pentagon to Surgeon Gen. Ray- 
mond W. Bliss of the Army in sup- 
port of nurse recruitment. Within 
three minutes, an acknowledge- 
ment was received from General 
Bliss. Present at the occasion were 
four members of the FCC: Rosel 
H. Hyde, Edward M. Webster, Rob- 
ert F. Jones and Miss Frieda B. 
Hennock. 








HENRY IN AS WWXL PREZ 


Michael Henry, who was man- 
ager of WTMV, East St. Louis, and 
who, since 1947 has been a mem- 
ber of the sales staff of WBBM, 
Chicago, joins WWXL, Peoria, as 
president and general manager on 
| Dec. 1. 

WWXL, owned by the Central 
‘Illinois Radio Corp, is an indie 
station on a fulltime basis. 
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...Over 
five million 
people 
listen to 
one station 
every week 


When can you reach these five million? 


At any time, 20 hours of every day. KNX sells long before 
sun-up...and is still selling at midnight. Every minute on 
KNX is prime selling time. Here’s proof... 


At 6:15 in the morning?’ For twelve years more 
advertisers have spent more dollars on KNX’s Sunrise Salute, in 


eombination with Housewives’ 


Protective League, than on any 


other participation program west of Chicago. More dollars because 
Sunrise Salute makes more sales. 


At midnight: For more than six years Tom Hanlon’s 
Merry-Go-Round has been selling cars for the Kelley Kar 
Company of Los Angeles. Kelley says: ‘We sincerely believe that 
Merry-Go-Round is one of the best possible advertising mediums 
Kelley could buy . . . During just 6 months, 362 deals were 
traceable directly to the program. For direct sales it is the best 


program Kelley has.” 


Every minute, every day, is selling time on KNX. That’s why... 


Year after year, local advertisers spend more dollars with 





KNX than with any other Southern California station. 














KNX 


Los Angeles « 50,000 Wati: 


Represented by RADIO SALES, Radic and Television Stetions Representative, (BS, Mew York, Chicege, Los Angeles, Detroit, Son Frencisce, and Memphig 
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FCC Net Sales Hearing 


Continued from page 23 








of last July 26 which listed one of 
the issues as being “to determine 
the nature scope and effect of 
present agreements for the repre- 
sentation of broadcast licensees for 
the sale ot national spot advertis- 
ing.” 

The network said the purposes 
of the hearing couldn't be fulfilled 
without examination of the agree- 
ments between reps and station 
Nor could its own operations in 
the spot field be properly con- 
sidered, it added, “except in the 
context of industry-wide practices 
and agreements and relationships 
between licensees and non-network 
representatives.” 

Question Of Control 

CBS said it expects that the 
requested documents will show 

1. That non-network reps “ex- 
ercise far greater control over 
licensees than does the radio sales 
division of CBS over affiliate 
Which it represents.” 

2. That non-network agreements 
“embody harsh and _ one-sided 
terms which are to the advantage 
of such non-network representa- 
tives and to the detriment of the 


licensees, and which otherwise 
curtail free action by broadcast 
licensees and curtail their inde- 
pendence.” 

3. That non-network reps “do 


not contract to provide the same 
extensive and beneficial services 
as are provided for in contracts 
entered into by CBS.” 

The CBS petition, filed by 
Samuel I. Rosenman, counsel, 
ealled for subpoenas for the fol- 
lowing officers of New York sta- 
tion reps: 

J. F. Timlin, v.p., the Branham 
Co.; C, Stanley Bailey, v.p., Burn- 
Smith Co., Ine.; Joseph Bloom, 
pres., Forjoe & Co.; Russel Wood- 


ward, exec. v.p., Free & Peters, 
Inc.; Frank M. Headley, pres., 
Headley-Reed Co.; F. Edward 


Spencer, Jr., v.p., George P. Hol- 
lingbery Co.; Eugene Katz, exec. 
v.p., the Katz Agency, Inc.; Joseph 
H. McGillvra, pres., Joseph Hershey 


McGillvra, Inc.; Maleolm O. O’Mara, ; 


v.p., MceGeeham & O’Mara, Inc.; 


Edward Petry, pres., Edward Petry 


& Co., Inc.: Hines Hatchett, megr., 


John E. Pearson Co.; P. J. Bogner, 


megr., 


Sears & Ayer, Inc.; Wm. M 








Goes nee —— 








M-G-M 
“On an Island with You” 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Fvery Firday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 

















RADIO ASSISTANT 
Aveilable 


Personable young lady available for tna- 
teresting radio and or television oppertunity 
in N. Y¥. Three years part-time small sta- 
tion exoerience writing, directing, acting and 
production (drama, news, interviews, features 
ete.) during college. One year dramatic teach- 
ing in Hollywood. 

BOX 745 VARIETY 
154 West 46th St.. New York 19 


























Wilson, exec v.p., William G. Ram- 
beau Co.; Paul H. Raymer, pres., 
Paul H. Raymer Co.; John D. Alli- 
son, v.p., Taylor - Howe - Snow den 
Radio Sales; Joseph Weed, partner, 
Weed and Co.; Adam J. Young, Jr., 


pres, Adam J. Young, Jr., Inc; 
Robert D. C. Meeker, gen. mgr., 
Rober Meeker Associates, Inc.; 


John Livingston, v.p., Homer Grif- 
fith Co.; Wythe Walker, owner, the 
Walker Co.; Lewis H. Avery, pres 
Avery - Knodel Inc.; Harry A 
Friedenberg. mgr Friedenberg 
Agency, Inc.; Donald A. Donahue, 
Lorrenzen & Thompson; Stephen 
P. Mahoney, gen. mgr., Burke 
Kuypers & Mahoney, Inc.; Wi! 
liam K. Dorman, mgr., John W 
Perry Associates; Max W. Everett, 
mgr., J. P. McKinney & Sons; John 
Blair, pres.. John Blair & Co. 


= Continued from page 23 jo 


its members, Dick Shafto and Hugh 
Terry, had attended the earlier 
NAB meeting as members of the 
NAB board, and were able to report 
to the BMB on happenings there. 

The BMB board is a tripartite 
group comprised of seven reps 
each from the NAB, the Assn. of 
American Advertising Agencies, 
and the Assn. of National Ad- 
vertisers. It meets three times a 
year, at irregular intervals, the 
dates being shifted to suit circum- 
stances 

Agenda at Monday's BMB board 
meeting fell into four main cate- 
gories: 1—The whole question of 
the handling of non-subscriber data 
is being thrown open for reconsid- 
eration. (This is regarded as the 
most important subject under dis- 
cussion. Basic problem is securing 
and evaluating information on sta- 
tions which do not subscribe to 
BMB service, and integrating this 
data with figures on subscriber 
stations.) 2.—BMB’s experimental 
research projects. (This relates to 
the continuing study by BMB of 
Various measurement devices, 
mechanical and non-mechanical.) 
3.—The overall matter of BMB sub- 
scriptions. 4.—Discussion of the 
ballot form to be used in BMB's 
forthcoming Study No. 2. 

Referring to the question of 
reopening consideration of han- 
dling non-subscriber data, a BMB 
spokesman said the bureau’s ulti- 
mate goal is “to make the most 
data on the most stations available 
to the most people.” But it will 
have to be determined, he added, 
whether or not BMB is not going 
too far in this direction, and put- 
ting too fine a point on some of its 
findings. 


WTIC Scraps House Band 


Hartford, Nov. 23. 
Thirteen-piece studio band of 
WTIC has been given its “‘finis” 








— - 











| notice by station. Claimed as part 


of an economy move. Band has 
been a station function since some- 
time in the early ’30s. 

Although contract with musi- 
cians has to middle of January, 
1949, bandsmen are being let go 
this week. They're being paid off 
to end of contract date, with sev- 
eral getting bonuses. Band leader 
is Rudy Martin. 
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AT RETAIL 


yoy 


Here’s double opportunity 
for you! 





UTAH PEOPLE SPEND 


*1,693,986.00 
D 


Retailers in Utah took in $516,666,000 
last year — an average of $1,693,986 a 
day for the 305 business days. 


Are you getting your share? 
advertisers tell their scory to Ucah people 
over KDYL — Utah's popular station — 
and over television on KDYL-WOXIS, 









Smart 








John Blair & Co. 
National Representative 
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‘DIRECTORS ASK 50% 
WAGE HIKE ON COAST 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


Preliminary discussions were 
started last week by Charles 
Vanda, coast head of Radio and 
Television Directors Guild, with 


CBS for a new contract effective | ; 


first of the year. Agreement was 
reached on most changes but Don- 
ald W. Thornburgh, Columbia’s 
coast veepee, indicated the battle 
line would be drawn on the pro- 
posed wage hikes. 

Coast seale for Guiiders is lower 
than the New York level and Van- 
da is hopeful of effecting a national 
balance Guild wage demands 
average off around 50°% rise 























| Lowell Sun | 
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in the future with AM broadcast- 
ing in a secondary role.” 

3. Surveys of radio-television 
homes indicate that video is the 
“overwhelming favorite” in these 
homes. 

4. Programming of a television 
station ‘‘will not be materially 
facilitated” by the operation of an 
Am station. 

5. Steady growth in video’ set 
output, increasing number of ad- 
vertisers using the medium, 
stronger sales message of tele- 
vision and resulting “more correct: 
sponsor identification” support the 


belief that video will be the major | 


medium. 

6. Engineering studies in pro- 
cess may result in additional video 
channels, thus accelerating even 
farther the development of this 
great new industry. 

7. Concentration on video means 
an additional $200,000, previously 


allotted for AM, becomes available | 
to “buttress the proposed televi- | 


sion station.” 

There was another petition, from 
Moraine Broadcasters, to 
its application for a 1,000 watt 
daytime station in Dayton, O. Since 
it filed its application, Moraine told 
FCC, “conditions have so changed 
as to foreclose any reasonable 
prospect of successful operation of 
the proposed facility.” 














Sindlinger 
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the company has negotiated a pool- 
ing of patent license agreements 
with International Business Ma- 
chines. By the addition of certain 
IBM machines to the instantaneous 


dismiss | 


ee 











Assn. of Women Broadcasters... 
engineering staff to manager of progray operations 


From the Production Centres 


‘ Continued from page 22 
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DOME Rae 


.Lee Hon shifting from WBBM’s 
..“Cinderella”’ 


Contest on “Let's Have Fun” has pulled an estimated 15,000 entries 


..NBC simulcast the Chi Sun-Times “Harvest Moon Festival” on 
WMAQ, WMAQ-FM, and its tele station, WHBQ Sat. (20) 


...WGN’s 


fax equipment has been loaned to the U. of Illinois School of Jour- 
nalism for research and experimental use. 


IN WASHINGTON... 


Bill Herson, WRC-NBC emcee, set for his 13th annual Doll House 
campaign to collect toys and dolls for welfare groups, with same format 


of daily broadcasts as in past years 


.WASH-FM, town’s newest FM 


station, preems a new five hour “Sunday Music Festival” program next 
week, with Sun Radio, local outfit, and Capehart, picking up the tab, 
Gordon Manchester, radio director of the Lewis Edwin Ryan agency, 


is handling commercial end of deal 
WWDC for a name for the new 


contest over 


Milton Q. Ford conducting a 
British prince Hugh 


Belville, NBC director of research, reelected to board of BMB by NAB 
Board, and G. Richard Shafto WIS, Columbia, S.C., elected to BMB 


board, succeeding Robert Mason, of WMRN, Marion, O 


NAB Board 


has agreed to send a rep to discuss with associate members in the 
transcription library field specific plans regarding service to such mem- 


bers 


Jerry Strong, WINX emcee, is another holiday 


season Santa 


Claus doing broadcasts from area childrens’ homes and hospitals in a 


drive for toys for underprivileged moppets 


WTOP-CBS has issued 


| invitations to drop in and listen to recordings of the web series, “You 


and Television” 


Eddie Gallaher, WTOP entertainer, skedded to re- 


ceive an award from the Washington Music Guild for his high score in 


tunes on his 
chief barker of 


picking hit 
Frank Boucher, 
award 


“Gallaher 
local 
Harvey L. Glascock, ex of WEAM, Arlington, Va., has been 
appointed to the sales staff of WINX. 
+ 
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| Tele Chatter 


| 











atdiaenitmehceatneltl 
dav of each week ABC will have 
its KGO-TV San Francisco, televi- 
sion tower completed by the end of 
this month. Construction on trans- 
|mitter was begun on Nov. 4. The 
proposed 508-foot tower is located 
between Mt. Sutro and Twin Peaks 
in the center of Frisco Baron 
Keyes and his Clickety-Clack Re- 
Vue, puppet show, set for KTSL 
| telensing “Fred Beck's Kitchen,” 
bows on KTTV, Jan. 6. Beck will 
‘emcee the program which includes 
interviews, music, comedy and 
filmed inserts showing various 
{phases of ftood_ production 
“Apartment 4-A,”’ situation comedy 
packaged by Martha Shaw and 
Anne Diamond, bows on KTSL, as 
ia regular Saturday feature. Tele- 
lshow will feature Misses Shaw, 
Diamond and Julie Kingdon. How- 
ard Culver will handle narration. 
Mabel Albertson directs the show. 
Elbert Walker will manage camera 
direction IMPPRO winds the last 
four of its 13 film series for CBS- 
TV this week. Gail Robbins, Jeff 
Corey, Carl Esmond and Jorja Curt- 
|right have been set in supporting 
'roles. 


rating device of Radox, it will be) 


possible, according to Sindlinger, | 


to give any client a local rating on 
his radio or TV show within 30 
seconds after the show is off the 
air. System involves a device at- 


‘tached to radio and tele receivers, | 


which transmits automatically ona 
teletvpe printer to the homeoffice 
exactly what program the set is 
tuned into. 

Sindlinger has also completed 
intensive surveys of the sample 
homes in which Radox has been in- 
stalled in the Philadelphia area in 


which he’s now operating. An- 
swers have been gained to such 


questions as the number of listen- 

.ers usually grouped around a set, 
the income bracket. type of car 
owned by the family. what their 
'favorite breakfast food is, ete. 
Coupling that info with the ratings, 
| Sindlinger. will be able to furnish 
iany client with a complete analyti- 
|eal breakdown of his show's audi- 
l ence within less than 24 hours. 
| Albert Politz, indie researcher, has 
| been pacted to do the polling for 
the company. 














Shouse | 


| iniprovement of service could save 
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jit. This crisis can be reached very 


1.7 


Gi iCKiN 
Shouse discounted the novelty 
factor in tele and described it as 


“an art arriving in aduit and not 


infant proportions.” The big mar- 
ket for receivers, he said. is in 
average-income homes. ‘Within 
five years,” he coniinued, “it is 
entirely possible that television 
will have become an integral part 
of the lives of 20 or 30.000,000 
families.” 

At the outset of his talk Shouse 
reminded his hearers that at their 
Estes Park meet-two years ago he 
had predicted FM would have no 
appreciable impact on broadcast- 
ing in small and 
cities. 


medium-sized , 


Chicago 


Beulah Zachary, WBKB produ- | 
cer since 1944, ieaves Noy. 29 to, 


|join J. Walter Thompson as pro- 


| ABC’s midwest division, adds liai- 
(son of AM and TV sales to his 
\chores.. Zenith preemed its new 
|tele receivers at a press party Fri. 
(19) WBKB’s_ engineering staff 
reorganized into three divisions, 
with Bill Kusack in charge of 
transmitters, Dick Shapiro heading 
maintenance, and Chuck Buzzard 
as chief of operations... Sid Strotz, 
NBC veepee in charge of tele, in 
for quick huddle last week...Jim 
Brown farewells WBBM’s sales 
staff Nov. 26 to join WBKB as ac- 
count exec WGN-TV has wrap- 
ped up an exclusive on the Lion- 
Cardinal grid battle in Detroit Nov. 
25. It’s the first National League 


Continued from page 27 jal 


| ducer of “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” | 
Bob McKee, asst. sales chief of | 


Record of the Week.” 
Tent, will make the 


Moondial 
Variety 





conference game of the season to be 
televised in Chi Ken Jorgensen 
and Gene Breese added to NBC's 
TV engineering staff Tele set 
count in Chi and suburbs now past 
the 40,000 mark Film of the 
Brach factory explosion, lensed by 
a WGN-TV newsreel staffer, is be- 
ing used by the Chi Fire Depart- 
ment to instruct student firefight- 
ers...“Set "Em Up,” a= kegler 
series, bowed on WENR-TV Wed. 
(17) Craig Claiborne, ABC’s TV 
flack, bedded by a foot banged up 
in a revolving door. 





St. Louis—KXOK teed off the 
1948 Boy Scout fund drive last 
week by broadcasting a program 
to more than 600 persons who at- 
tended 40 breakfast meetings in 
12 Counties in Central and Eastern 
Missouri. 














FREDDIE LIGHTNER 


NOW 


Appearing 
in 


“THE 

BABE 

RUTH 
STORY" 


Direction: LOU IRWIN 
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SAVE wee KIER 


8 x 10 GLOSSY PHOTOS 
100—$7 500—$30 1000—$55 


5% DISCOUNT for cash with order. 
Guaranteed quality. Brilllantone Fin- 
ish. Prompt Service. Write for sam- 
ples and prices on other sizes, 


KIER PHOTO SERVICE 
DEPT. V Cleveland 18, Ohio 







































































“You shouldn’t have worried about us. We got along fine 
while you were gone.”’ 


“2 e- . “* 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











work production vet, joins WIC 

as production chief under Dickens 
J. Wright, who recently replaced 
Joseph T. Lopez as general man- 
ager of the Yankee 600-kilocycler. 
Frazee’s arrival means that Flor- 
ence Ballou Robinson, longtime as- 
sistant to the gm. at WICC, will 
devote her full time to adminis-| job of interpreting food 
trative duties. | uation to American women.” 
tion also received a trophy for air- 


gram for week. 





Boston—Heloise Parker 
“Mother Parker” 


4 of WEEI, 
ceived 





sit- 





San Antonio—John W. Scott, | 
KABC news editor-analyst and| 
commentator, has been granted a| 
month leave of absence during 
which time he plans to make an 
extended tour of Europe. He plans 
to visit German and other troubled 
spots in Europe and bring back) 
with him views of the common peo- 
ple of their attitude toward the 
present and the future. 


Comes Food.” 





Cleveland—Joseph A. Beres, 18 
years in the business, has been 
named WSRS station manager. 





Wichita—Clark A. Luther has 

announced that his one-third in- 
| terest in KAKE here has been sold 
to Donald W. Reynolds, Fort Smith, 
| Ark. Sale was completed Nov. 15. 
Luther was vice president and gen- 
eral manager of KAKE, and has 
been in radio hereabouts for about 
10 years. 





San Antonio—A special program 
was aired on WOAT saluting Good 
Neighbor Week proclaimed by 
Gov. Beauford Jester. Transcrip- 
tions of the broadcast were made 
by WOAIT and sent to WFAA, Dal- 
las; KPRC, Houston; KROD, El 
Paso; KGNC, Amarillo, and KRGV, | 
Weslaco, where they will also be} 
given air time. Hugh A. L. Halff, | 
of WOAITI, and Dorance Roderick, | 
of KROD, are members of the! 
Good Neighbor Commission. 





Pittsburgh—Ed Patrick, 
manager of WESA in 


former 
Charleroi, 


WEDO in McKeesport. With War- 
ren Dana leaving KQV to join 
WCAE program department, Ed- 
gar Lewin, Jr., has been switched 
to sales promotion at latter station. 
Paul Long has a new sponsgr for 


Huntington, W. Va.—Playing be-| his KDKA noontime news show 
fore the largest studio audience in| on Sunday, Proie Bros., Inc. Con- 
the history of its Kentucky, West) tract is for 52 weeks. Studebaker 


Virginia, and Ohio tri-state area,| has renewed Long’s 10-minute 
WSAZ of Huntington, gave a grand | newscasts Monday, Wednesday and 
climax to its silver anniversary} Friday evenings for another year. 
celebration. Special jubilee broad-| Lawrence Berrill has joined an- 
cast was aired before the largest} nouncing staff at WCAE. He was 
crowd in the 36-year log of Hunt-| formerly with WTAG in Worcester, 
ington’s City Auditorium. An idea! Mass. 
of the buildup prior to the broad-} 

east and of the pulling power of 


ieee ‘petan hinge‘ suster WONS PACTS KENNETT 
the giveaway segment of the pro-| IN EFFICIENCY MOVE 


gram was already tuned to the ead 
Hartford, Nov. 23. 


tion. 
With the appointment of Robert 








Atlanta—Cashing in on feuding, | 


fighting and fussing that has been | L. Kennett, vet radio man, as sta-| 
going on between Savannah's radio | tion manager, WONS is undergoing | 


stations and newspapers, Atlanta | 
Constitution has inaugurated a/| 
“Coastal Edition,’ which features | 


full- radii , , to operate station more efficiently. 
= a ie | Kennett replaces Robert Manby. 


| Latter will operate out of Hartford 
in interests of Yankee Network. 
| Will split time between activities 
for station and Transit 


sons have been let go in an attempt 

















is a 
| with bus lines. 
| buses and trolleys are equipped 
| with FM receivers and operating 


| FMer and is must listening to 
| patrons of bus lines, hence term 
| “eaptive.” 

| For past five years Kennett has 
_ been connected with program de- 
‘partment and radio sales division 
| of CBS in New York. 


TV’s Headache 














If It’s a “Feature 
Production” It’s Especially 


. , —_ 
Designed to Suit the Ad- | moved from the glass plants, which 


iser’ ‘manufacture the tube-faces, to the 
vertiser’s Needs. tube fabricating plants, which turn 
/out the finished product. Accord- 
ing to Hoge, only eight such plants 
‘are now in operation. Building of 
/a new plant takes from six to eight 
months, he said, and another year 
‘to get the operation on a mass pro- 
‘duction basis. But, he pointed out, 
Sylvania Electric is now building a 











PRODUCERS OF 


HINT HUNT 
LADIES BE SEATED 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
BRAND NEW BRIDES 
MAN ON THE FARM 


‘opened its Lancaster (Pa.) factory 
and DuMont, Zetka and the other 
/'manufacturers are expanding. 

New glass-metal tubes, which 
were unveiled two weeks ago by 
DuMont and which RCA is report- 
edly ready to throw on the mar- 
ket, should make their first mark 
during early 1949. Even then, Hoge 
said, they won't amount te more 
than 10° of the total. He noted 
that the majority of set producers 
want to see them tested before in- 
stalling them in their sets. Con- 
stant danger exists, he said, of the 
tubes leaking at the point where 
the glass is sealed to the metal. 

Hoge said most of the giass-metal 
manufacturers were talking in 
terms of 16-inch and 17!2-inch 


AVAILABLE FOR 
SPONSORSHIP 


SHOOT THE MOON 
LET’S CLEAN UP 
K-I-D-S CARNIVAL 

PUT ‘N TAKE 


FEATURE 


r tubes. With an overall trend to- 
p N wards bigger direct-view screens 
} aiready noticeable, he predicted a 


between the glass-metal 
manufacturers and producers of 
all-glass tubes. Owens-Illinois. in 
the latter category, has already an- 
nounced production of a 16-inch 
all-glass tube. 


hot fight 
228 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 


State 3156 











| cuts in personnel. To date six per- | 


Radio, aj 
| function of the Yankee net. Transit | 
aptive audience tieup deal | 
Through Transit, | 


; Continued from page 27 cae | 


Broeg, | 
. . re- 
“Life Line of America” | 
trophy last week at the 40th an-| 
nual meeting of the Grocery Manu-| 
facturers of America for “the best | 


Sta- | 


ing the show, a series called “First | 


| has been named to the same job at | 


_ American people. The break in his 
only on frequency of station in-| ‘°S* 4 quite evident. 
| volved in the deal. Format of mu-| 
‘sic and news is broadcast through 


row and the staff have picked up 
'most of 


‘make another album of equal im- 
| portance. For example, there’s no 


‘new plant in Ohio, RCA recently | 


| 


Bridgeport—Harry Frazee, net Sunday, listing each station’s pro- | 


“AFRA Signs KIMO 


; Kansas City, Nov. 23. 

Negotiations which had been un- | 
der way between American Fed-| 
eration of Radio Artists and KIMO, 
Independence, Mo., for fortnight | 
were settled last week when sta- | 
tion signed a contract. Five mem- 
bers of the staff are covered, con- 
tract calling for 40-hour week, 
eight-hour day and some other 
regulations, according to Charles 
Bebb, president of the AFRA 
local. 

Wage stipulations were not in- 
cluded in the contract, but the 
agreement opens for wage nego- 
tiations in three months. 


Dramatic ‘Hear It’ Album 
Points Up Vividly Radio’s 
Aid to Current History 


Radio’s value to current history 
has been pointed up with telling 
effect through Columbia Records’ 
release of the five 12-inch disk al- 
bum, “I Can Hear It Now.” A 
dramatic presentation of historical 
nighlights from 1932 to the pres- 





ent is contained in these re-'| 
corded excerpts from _history-| 
making broadeasts. They include 
bits from speeches by Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, President Truman, 
Dewey, Willkie, Churchill, Cham- 
herlain, Hitler, Eisenhower, Mus- 
solini, Stalin, DeGaulle, Duke of 


Windsor, Will Rogers and others. 
They’re tied together in competent 
manner by Edward R. Murrow, 
head of the CBS news department, 
who is instrumental in maintaining | 
a fluid pace. 

Album brings into sharper focus | 
the highly dramatic times from the 
depression to the war. For exam- 
ple, the various speeches of the late 
President Roosevelt help recall his | 
good humor and _ forthrightness. 
The Hitler speech perfectly de- 
picts a demoniacal, shrieking per- 
sonality, and Eisenhower’s deliv- 
ery of the communique telling of | 
the D-Day landing shows the note 
of confidence in the Allied armed 
might. 

Imporiant sidelights are not neg- 
lected. For example, Herb Mor- 
rison’s account of the landing of 
the zeppelin Hindenburg at Lake- 
hurst starts out as though he were 
describing a routine mooring, but 
with the blast he lets go with a 
flood of words which soon bring 
him on the brink of hysteria. 
Arthur Godfrey’s account of Roose- 
velt’s funeral cortege passing 
through Pennsylvania ave., Wash- 
ington,, keynotes the feeling of the 


“I Can Hear It Now” indicates 
some shrewd editing. It’s fairly dif- 
ficult to boil down more than 15 
years into 45 minutes. Yet Mur- 


the major highlights. 
There must have been many hours 
of broadcasts left on the cutting 
room floor which could conceivably 


mention of the Spanish Civil War, 
which served as the laboratory for 
World War II. Something had to | 
be left out. 
“IT Can Hear It Now” is a volume 
that indicates the important job, 
the radio industry has done in| 
keeping the public informed with | 
utmost speed. It’s an important | 
document of these troubled times | 
and should have a place in every 
history classroom as well as the) 
home. Jose. 


Disk Jockey Back in Good | 


Administrative Grace. 


Des Moines, Nov. 23. 

Myron J. Bennett, popular disk 
jockey of KSO, Des Moines, has | 
been reinstated as Des Moines 
Safety Commissioner and the ous- | 
ter action against him dismissed. 
District Judge Thompson held the 
state failed to prove by any compe- 
tent evidence that Bennett, either 
by word or deed, ever assented to | 
the granting of any favors to Des 
Moines tavern operators as 
charged. 

First Assistant County Attorney | 
Edward S. Thayer, who prosecuted 
the ouster action against Bennett, 
has said he will appeal Judge 
Thompson's decision to the su- 
preme court. Bennett has resumed 
his city office and also continues 
his platter and chatter program on 
KSO. 











Seattle—Milo Ryan is now: han- 
dling publicity for KIRO, local 
CBS outlet. Ryan also teaches a 
class in the radio school 
Univ. of Washington here. 


at the, 
) 


Lone U.S. Station Carries On in Berlin 


Vs, Russian Spread, German Apathy 


Frankfort, Nov. 13. 
While the war of nerves with 
Russia is reaching a new climax, 
the U. S. is quietly losing an en- 


‘the air at once with denials and 


, corrections. 
_RIAS coverage of the city hall 
|riots, an on-the-spot reportage 


tire network in Germany. At the | done by two 20-year old boys, was 


present moment laws are pending 
before each of the legislatures in 
the American Zone to “incorpo- 
rate” the radio stations of Frank- 
furt, Stuttgart, Munich and 
men. The first two have 

transmitters, among the most 
powerful in Europe. When the 
pending legislation is passed and 
approved by Military Government, 
the U. S. will have left only the 
Berlin station RIAS to carry on its 
public relations job in Germany. 

It has become obvious since 1945 
that the Germans are unwilling or 
unable to wage effective political 
warfare on the side of the U. S. 

With the network lost to the 
American information program, 
RIAS (Radio in the American Sec- 
tor of Berlin) will take on added 
importance. More than any other 
single outlet, RIAS has kept up the 
morale of the people of Berlin, 
educating them politically and pro- 
ducing some of the best-balanced 
programs in Europe. 

With the curtailed newspaper 
circulation inside Berlin and with 
confiscations of papers in the 
Soviet Sector and East Zone, RIAS 
is today practically the only source 
of non-Communist news for the 
18,000,000 Germans in the east and 
the only important source for Ber- 
lin. As rumors spread by the 
Soviets reach RIAS, they are on 


100kw 


on a par with the best of Ameri- 
i special events coverage. When 
| Coa 


forced 
ration 


shortages 
authorities to 


western 
electricity, 


Bre-!|RIAS took to the streets with a 


fleet of hastily-assembled sound 
trucks, blaring out the latest news 
and commentaries at the main in- 
tersections of Berlin. With all of 
Berlin able to listen to the radio 
only four hours a day, RIAS shifted 
its programming, rebroadcasting 
key shows for each electricity-plan 
group. 





Louisville’s 6th Preems 
Louisville, Nov. 23. 

WLOU, town’s newest AM sta- 
tion, aired its first program Thurs- 
day (18), marking the event with a 
truck parade downtown, a group of 
femmes carrying portable radio 
receivers tuned to the station, and 
blurbs from an airplane p.a. sys- 
tem. Slogan of the station is 
“Louisville Listens to Lou.” Sta- 
tion operates on 1,000 watts, 1,350 
on the dial, daytime only. Program 
structure consists mostly of rec- 
ords. 

Officers of the new outlet, sixth 
in the city, are Mrs. John EF. Mes- 
servy, president and general man- 
ager; Joseph M. Hannan, asst. gen- 


imgr., and Fred Darwin, program 


and sales manager. 
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from music 
and movies... 
to pucks 

and pigskins 


There's never a dull moment fox WWJ-TV's Detroit 
audience. Symphony and popular music, children’s and 
women's programs, full length movies, Red Wing hochey 
gemes, University of Michigan football games, wrestling 


matches, prize fights, special mews events . . . 


throu gh 


WWY-TV's own facilities, through the NBC Midwest 
Television Network, and soon through the NBC National 
Network. Every day is » busy dey for WWJ-TV's staff, and 
an enjoyable one for Detroiters who are keeping television 
manulecturers hopping to catch up with the demand. 


WWYI-TV, first television station in Michigan, is 
am ESTABLISHED advertising medium producing 

gratifying results for its many advertisers in « 
market that is currently one of the High-Spot 


cities of the nation... 


with « backlog of orders 


for new cars that foretells « prosperous future, 
es well. IT'S WORTH LOOKING INTO! 





ASSOCIATE AM-FM 
STATION WWJ 


WU-rv 


NBC Television Network 


FIRST IN MICHIGAN... Owned ond Operoted by THE DETROIT NEWS 
Netione! Represent otives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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Gotan Wer Go 
West Unless MCA Gets 
Him Solid Bookings 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

The Palladium ballroom 
given the nod on a commitment ito 
house the new band Benny Good- 
man is now forming in N.Y. Pre- 
cise opening date has not been 
,;agreed .upon, but the ballroom 
| wants the clarinetist to follow Dick 
Jurgens’ engagement, which winds 
in mid-March. 


unless agency lines up a solid skein 
of dates. To be able to do so, to 
BG's satisfaction, the Palladium 
stand may be shunted back to 
April. That’s oke with the ter- 
palace, which then will ink in a 
crew to span the gab between Jur- 
gens’ exit and Goodman’s advent. 


F . 
rom Clark to Start Recording 
claimed, would accept a verbal nod | 
set them back at the task of making Authors and Publishers’ regular 
bene tenetvnd teats Webiaines Ga month, has been postponed to Mon- 
Justice two weeks ago by American 

That the plan filed with Clark | 
effect on such comparatively slight 
Apparently, both the companies 
their chances on being tripped up 
circles teets an urge to argue the 
answer. 
disk manufacturers to go to the 
further checks upon the plan’s 

This will be the first Goodman 

by Clark’s reaction. If he opines | band appearance on Coast in more 


34 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
Mfrs. Would Accept Verbal Okay 
Recording manufacturers, it’s? 
from Attorney General Tom Clark | ASCAP Meet Deferred 
as the official impetus that would! , American Society of Composers, 
new disks. Up until yesterday; Monthly board meeting, usually 
ean? id ; : held on the third Thursday of every 
(Tuesday), however, no word had 
“CE day or Tuesday of next week. 
the validity of the settlement blue- 
print left with the Department of 
Federation of Musicians chiefs and 
attorneys for both factions. | 
for perusal in relation to the Taft- 
Hartley law would be put into 
permission as a hand wave, has 
been told to top recording artists. 
and the AFM would be willing to 
accept Clark’s judgment and take 
later in the event someone else 
powerful enough in Government 
point. But that’s not expected in 
the event Clark decides to give an 
Incidentally, it’s felt that it’s not 
mandatory upon the AFM and the 
National Labor Relations Board or 
any other government agency for 
validity. Possible action in this 
regard will be guided completely | 
that additional sanction should be|than two years. The vet leader's 
sought on this or that point in the | new outfit will be the largest he’s 


plan, then the outlined course will| ever fronted—22 people. Three 
be followed. will be vocalists, the rest instru- 
Neither the recorders nor the mentalists. The aggregation will 


AFM and their combined attorneys | debut with a five-day date at Syra- 
actually know what to expect from |case hotel on Nov. 30, then do a 
Clark, who returned to Washington | stint at N.Y.’s Paramount theatre, 
from his visit with President Tru- | opening either Dec. 3 or Dec. 15, 
man in Florida late last week. They | depending on how long the preced- 
fee! only that their attorneys do|ing bill holds. 

or should know what they are do- 
ing. And if the consensus of opinion 
was strong enough among them to 
lead to a filing of the plan with 
Clark, that’s sufficient enough 
evidence that they feel the plan | 





Musical Saw Not a Legit 


Instrument, OK for Wax 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 
Maestro Don Pablo, who plays 


is within the T-H law. Nothing} 

more can be done or said until | &¢ the Palm Beach Cafe here, has 

Pinks eniaiion an to beat the Petrillo ban by 
Incidentally, the trustee who will oceees 2 Seeup of Rae om 


the musical saw, which he played 
many years ago. 
The saw is not considered a mu- 
sical instrument by the union. 
Years ago in a Detroit theatre 


the disbursement of 
royalty funds resulting from re- 
newed recording under the new 
— has not been selected. Names 
lave been submitted, but none ; : ; 
has been decided upon, or will be | mo “Tee ae aie —_ 
until the Washington end of thednot a member of the Musicians 
situation is clear. Union, and could not qualify be- 
| cause he was unable to read mu- 
| Sic. The problem was solved by 
AMBROSE SET T0 FRONT letting him join the Carpenters 


supervise 





has | 


Goodman, however, | 
has told his agent, Music Corp. of | 
America, that he won't come west | 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 11) 
London, Nov. 12. 
So Tired.. _.....Connelly 
Buttons and Bows... . Victoria 
My Happiness _, Chappell 
When You're in Love ..Wood 
You Can’t Be True . Chappell 


j 
} 
} 
| 


Galway Bay ...... Box & Cox 
Dream of Olwen...... Wright 
' Rambling Rose .. Dash 
La Vie en Rose.........-. Gay 


Woody Woodpecker .. Leeds 
Anything I Dream Reid 
All Dressed Up. ..Cinephoniec 
Second 12 
Underneath Arches. .Connelly 
October Twilight Dash 
Beyond the Stars... .Feldman 
Ballerina Maurice 


Call Everybody Darling.Morris 


Little White Lies .. Wright 
When Organ Played Miller 
Cuckoo Waltz Keith Prowse 
Open Window Harmonic 
Betty Blue Feldman 
Live in Loveland Sun 
Hair of Gold Chappell 








‘Steeles in Middle 
Of Midwest Dispute 
Between AFM, AGVA 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Dispute between American Guild 
of Variety Artists and American 
Federation of Musicians over new 
AFM ruling on dual membership 
and contracts puts some artist- 
musicians on the spot. Number one 
battlefront seems to be the terri- 
tory around Kansas City, with 
Frank Lott, head of Kaycee AFM 
local, having ordered bands out of 
nine K. C. spots, while Victor Lee, 
AGVA branch head, ruled AGVA 
members in his territory, regard- 
less of membership in both unions, 
must work under AGVA contracts. 


Caught in the middle are Jon 
and Sondra Steele, recording art- 
ists, who opened at the Studio 
Club, Wichita, Friday (19), after 
a-two week stand at Oriental thea- 
tre, Chi. Jon Steele holds member- 
ship in both unions while Sondra, 
who sings, holds an AGVA card 
only. Band skedded to back en- 
tertainers was yanked out of 
Studio Club, leaving the Steeles 
as only entertainment and the sub- 
ject of the AGVA-AFM feud. 

Art Holiday, operator of the 
-Studio Club, pulled band out, to 
avoid threat of Lott, who claimed 
spot would be placed on unfair list. 
Meanwhile, the Steeles performed, 
with no tussle flaring up over the 
weekend. 





Quits Merc for Cosmetics Field 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Jackie Smith, Mercury Record 

disk jockey promotion head, re- 

signed to re-enter cosmetic field. 





BRITISH BAND AGAIN —— 
VARIETY 











Ben Selvin, to wed Helen Todd of | 
Worcester, next May. He’s a col- | 
lege student. 


London, Nov. 16. | 
Ambrose, who 15 months back 
bowed out of the dance music in- 
dustry, saying “operating a big 1. B i i 
cans sechemin Ga Ge UTTONS AND BOWS (6) (Famous) .............0080eeeee Dinah Shore......... Columbia 
money in Britain any more, is to 2. SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (4) (Melrose) ..... ern ° e* , Pee Fomeh. 6 cick ein Columbia 
front a band again. An outstanding | r (5) (S . Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
Ofer trom the Nightinesle Clue { & TREE IN MEADOW (15) (Shapiro-B) ............++.- eee hn fem Mie oo 
in London’s West End made him | — { Evelyn Knight De 
. n's | \% 4 LITTLE .D ME on gga dalades™ eat 
change his mind. | ITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (1) (Bourne) ............e02: ° ‘) Paula Watson.......... Supreme 
One of Britain’s big band names, | . ) Miranda-Andrews Sis.....Decca 
Ambrose will open Dec. 15 with a|% ° CUANTA LE GUSTA (3) (Peer-Int) .............0.0000000+ ane cae... Columbia 
new 18 piece orchestra he is now | 6. UNT ) , | i 
forming at the Nightingale in | aes Senay wnat eure ail a neal 
Berkeley Square. Contract Am-|$ 7. MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (16) (Triangle) ............... {Gordon Jenkins........... Decca 
brose signed with Eustace Hoey, | , (Eddy Howard.......... magestte 
proprietor, is in the prewar big | 8. 12TH STREET RAG (14) (Shapiro-B) ..............0c0c ces Pee Wee Hunt .. ..... Capitol 
coin range. |} 9. MY HAPPINESS (27) (Blasco) .........ccscceseeceeeeeuses ae ee 
aa ie ipers . Capito 
“De? 10. HAIR OF GOLD (14) (Robert) ............... sl isa Metrotone 
Team White Billies C hang ql re") FIPMRORIOEE 6.000.446. Universal 
s* 
: omin 
With Filmer. for Tour 5 ‘Pp 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. | $ MY DARLING, MY DARLING (Morris) ...................0005. | Savor MacRae. ......- Capitot 
The Jolly Joyee Agency has cic ° | Day-Clark -+» Columbia 
teamed Raymond Hutton, western | YOU WERE ONLY FOOLING (Shapiro-B) ................000005. Blue Barron...... . M-G-M 
filmite, with a hillbilly band, Dan | aw . seers sam fg SR Are Decca 
White and his. Wyoming Sere-_ SAY SOMETHING SWEET (Mills)............ccccccccccccceccs l Anne Shelton........... Senies | 
naders, for an eight-week tour o LIFE GETS TEEJUS (Miller) .....ccccccccsccsccccces ‘ars 1 
auditoriums and vaude theatres. @ EEE SS a ae naliiiain pelpalpe 
Tour began Monday (22) in St. Jo-| 4 WHAT DID I DO (BVO) ...............cccceeeeeececscceeees, ae Gee tes Pe i 
seph, Mo., and heads south and | ; : ti -alliheagage deka oegelailanale eee 
east. BELLA BELLA MARIE (Leeds) ...........ccccccccccccccceces Andrews Sisters ........ Decca 
With musical-bar business at its ee ee ED... eed eveeeseabbhecsceeeens } Andrews Sisters..........Decca 
lowest ebb in years, a lot of the 3 —_ | Martin-Lewis ........ Capitol 
hilibilly units are available, and z eee ee Meee CORCMNION ooo i Sahn 6 eee Cees teers eceesns BONS. COU. 56 s-aiwen Columbia 
agents are seeking another outlet : . : 
Srcide tie Gasnmaae Dele Gane goek | £. Ue OP ONO OO BHOW hee .........000006.0s0s000005 PA le Natural 
ante” See Gee memes ae | Ella Fitzgerald .......... Decca 
Scot eee anenee ak ae coe | f oo. cn can nnandceenoubacsenskonebssnsas Gordon Jenkins......... Decca 
Smiley Burnette and Elton Britt. | 4 GALWAY BAY (Leeds) ..............ccccceeeeeceecneusseeenes | Bing Crosby ........... Decca 
| z 1 Anne Shelton .. London 
. t RAMBLING ROSE (Laurel) .................. siinnheenixens: | Perry Como............ Victor 
Robert Selvin, son of Columbia \Tony Pastor......... Columbia 
Records’ director of pop recordings ; BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) Art Mooney M-G-M 


- 














, This Xmas season seems to have 
/brought forth an unprecedented 
string of holiday songs on disks 
|\from the shelves of ban-stymied 
| manufacturers. With very few pop 
itunes left in the pre-ban backlog, 
‘the majority of companies have 
been more or less forced to mar- 
ket versions of practically every 
standard Yuletide melody ever 
written, and a flock of new ones. 
| All are done straight, which means 
that aside from the outstanding 
year-in-and-year-out sellers, such 
as Irving Berlin’s “White Christ- 
mas,’ the scramble 
the majority of the others is and 
will continue to be a rat race. 
And they all sound alike. 


That left a hole in the line big 
enough to drive a truck through. 
And along comes Spike Jones. 
Perhaps the most consistent of the 
zany novelty, left-side of the turn- 
table hitters, Jones’ opportunity 
to score soundly with his “All I 
Want For Xmas (Is My Two Front 
Teeth)” extends the pattern of the 
past year into the holiday ma- 
terial. I’s a unique situation that 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 


for sales by | 








Man” (London). Novelties and 
| Xmas material seem to occupy the 
releases of all companies this week, 
“Teddy Bear” side is a novelty 
that has a good chance to go over 
big. Sounding like it might have 
|originated in a cartoon, the tune 
'is good and it tells a cute story, 
|Wilbur’s combo plays it well and 
|it may find good jock reception in 
ithis country. Vocalist isn't billed, 
lincidentally. Backing is another 
novelty with a pull of its own, but 
it’s not quite comparable to its 
| companion. 

Johnnie Johnston 
Do With Whatcha Got’-“When 
You and I were 17” (M-G YW). 
“Whatcha” tune,-from the film “So 
| Dear to My Heart,” is good; it’s 
|getting fine records and it has 
levery chance of clicking solidly. 
| Johnston’s disking is a good one, 
| based on an excellent dance beat. 
|It’s the sort of material that he 
| handles well. Jocks will find good 
|use for the side and figure to get 
some mileage out of the reverse, an 
‘oldie silkily sung by Johnston and 
the Crew Chiefs. Sonny Burke 


“It's Whatcha 


bears out two important points (1) backs both sides colorfully. 


disk jockeys in innumerable num- 
bers so flood the air with conven- 
tional pop programming that very 
few things succeed with a public 
that has melody crammed down 
its throat every time it twists a/! 
dial, unless the item is unusually | 
solid melodically or lyrically, or a | 
distinctive novelty; (2) there’s too'| 
much of the same thinking among | 
the majority of artists and manu- 
facturers. An individual therefore 
stands out. | 

Spike Jones “All I Want For | 
Xmas (Is My Two Front Teeth)”- | 
“Happy New Year.” Wherever 
Spike Jones gets his zany ideas for | 
disks it didn’t fail him on the 
Xmas side. He's got another big 
hit (Victor has it out only a short 
time and it’s already promising 
big sales) comparable to his re- 
cent “Cocktails for Two” and “My 
Old Flame” rockets. George Rock | 
does the vocal in a high-pitched | 
kiddie voice and the thing is a/| 
bellylaugh from start to finish. | 
Flipover brings up a more or less 
straight-forward holiday greeting 
from Jones and his men. 

John Laurenz “Mountaineer and | 
the Jabberwock"-“Morning Glory | 
Road” (Mercury). Laurenz and | 
Mercury have what may turn out 
to be a strong novelty in the “Jab- 
berwock” side. It’s different, good 
musically, and well done by Laur- 
enz and a chorus. Jocks ought to 
look into it for a change of pace. 
“Road” has some good points, but 
on the whole the tune doesn’t 
‘carry exceptional attraction. Laur- 
enz does it well with fair musical 
‘background. It’s from the film, 
“Reaching for the Stars.” 

Jay Wilbur Orch “Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic’”’-“Sweetmeat Joe, the Candy 





10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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Week of Nov. 20 





| or less 
| season, and the reverse a standar 
| that 


| Baby All the Time” (National). 


| Jo Stafford “Ave Maria’’-“Smilin’ 
| Through” (Capitol). One side more 
restricted to the Yuletid 


isn’t likely to go through a 
revival period; this disk neverthe- 
less is one of the best vocal pair- 
ings by Miss Stafford in a long 
time, from a strictly performance 
standpoint. She brings something 
to the “Maria” side that isn’t ordi- 
narily heard in her voice—warmth, 
depth, and unusual sincerity. Flip- 
over is even better. They’re both 
simply but smartly supported by 
Paul Weston’s orchestra. Jocks 
will use 'em widely. 

Charlie Ventura Orch “I’m For- 
ever Blowing Bubbles”-“Baby, 
A 
pair of bop sides with a commer- 


'cial tinge, and jocks cught to look 


into them, the “Bubbles” side 
particularly. It totes vocals by 
Jackie Cain and Roy Kral keyed to 
Ventura’s saxing, and it has the 
sort of unique flavor that made Ella 


| Fitzgerald’s similar Decca didoes 
b. 


“Baby” side rings in Buddy 
Stewart's vocalling. It’s not as ac- 
ceptable as the reverse, but it’s 
okay. 


Gracie Fields “Susy’’-‘‘Let Us Be 
Sweethearts Over Again” (London). 
“Susy” was successful in Italy. 
It’s an attractive melody that has 
a good chance of hitting here. 
Gracie Fields does a_ typically 
Fieldsian job on the material 
aided by the Wardour Singers and 
Bob Farnon’s orchestra, in waltz 
tempo, which is a strike on it in 
this country. Backing is another 
waltz ride that has nostalgic qualli- 
ties but fair b.o. pull. 

Duke Ellington “Sultry Sere- 
nade”-“‘Do Nothing Till You Hea 
From Me” (Columbia). Jocks wil 
find good use for both sides, 
particularly the first, a bit of subtle 
jazz that bounces solidly from 
start to finish. It’s marked by 
excellent Johnny Hodges alto and 
a trombone solo. It’s jazz in good 
taste, a coupling in which Elling- 
ton excels. Flipover is a reissue of 
an old Ellington melody fitted with 
lyrics by Bob Russell. Al Hibbler 
vocals the familiar piece. 

Sportsmen “Siesta” - “Goodnight 
Ladies” (Capitol). “Siesta,” from 
“The Kissing Bandit’ (M-G), is a 
good tune getting excellent disk 
performances. Sportsmen give it a 
provocative twist that should make 
jocks spin it often. It's distinctive. 
And it’s fitted with colorful Latin 
accompaniment. ‘Ladies” is also 
different, spinning at a mad pace 
and in a style that could make it 
a big jock piece. 


Platter Pointers 


Paul Weston and Capitol are 
building up a fine library of stand- 
ard material with the maestro- 





arranger’s smartly scored and 
| played versions of such things as 
“Deep Purple” and “I Only Have 
Eyes for You” ... Decca reissued 
Bing Crosby-Connee Boswell’s ex- 
cellent duets on “Yes Indeed” and 
“Tea for Two,” valuable additions 
to a jock’s library ... Ravens put 
out a unique jump version of 
‘“‘White Christmas” (National), 
backed by “Silent Night.” Same 
label is still putting out Billy 
Eckstine sides in opposition to his 
M-G-M diskings; “Say It Isn’t So” 
,and “Without a Song,” both well 


| done, match the M-G-M release of 


Eckstine and “Blue Moon’-“Fooils 
Rush In” . . . Watch Rex Allen’s 
Mercury disking of “Who Shot That 





Hole in My Sombrero.” It has 
possibilities . . . Columbia released 
initial sides by Marion Morgan, 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Victor's 45 RPM LP Will Offer | 


! 


Market 3d Separate Type of Disk 


RCA-Victor won't debut its own 
version of Columbia Records’ long- 
playing disks until next spring, 
and when it does the disks will 
spin at 45 rpm’s, as against the 
conventional 78 and CR’s LP speed 


of 3314. The result will be a classi- | 


cal and pop recording market that 
will consist of three separate types 
of disks, none playable on the 
other’s machine or with the same 
ickups. The resultant confusion 
s what Paul Puner, Allegro Rec- 
ords, president, was getting at 
with his complaint last week to the 
U. S. Secretary of Commerce. 
Some record men believe that 
Victor’s “guarded” conversation 
about a 45-speed disk is a smoke 
screen for the company’s actual 
development, that the whole thing 
is designed to confuse the issue so 
that the effect of Columbia’s LP 
disks on the market is minimized. 
Victor has secured a letter from 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians granting that the same rates 
applied to CR’s Microgroove plat- 
ters in the union’s royalty fund 


scheme would also apply to tape | 


recording. This amounts to 14% 
of the retail price per song used 
on the disks. 

It was pointed out at the time 
CR brought out its 3314 rpm disks 
last June that the method used 
was not exactly new. Neither is 
Victor’s, at least in so far as the 
turntable speed is concerned. Some 
10 years ago, when Muzak was in- 
tending to go into the pop disk 
field in addition to its transcrip- 
tion business, it collaborated with 
Philco on the production of a 45 
rpm record-player. Some experi- 
mental machines were made and 
Muzak executives still have them, 
but the idea never reached the 
marketable stage. 

Ironically enough, it was Philco 
which collaborated with CR in the 
production of turntables to handle 
the 3314 Microgroove disks. Af- 
ter Columbia brought out its baby, 
other makes of reproducers, fol- 
lowed, some with changers. Now 


(Continued on page 40) 


Cap’s 3d Qtr. Pub 
Com Jumps 159%, 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Capitol Records issued its third- 
quarter royalty statements. to 
music publishers last week, and the 
overall total of coin disbursed is 
said to have been approximately 
159° higher than the same period 
last year. It placed Capitol second 
only to RCA-Victor in publisher 
earnings. That applies only to pop 
and kiddie material (of which Cap 
has a strong line) and cannot be 
accurately measured against the 
overall royalty earnings accruing 
to publishers from, for example, 
Columbia's pop, kiddie and Master- 
works divisions. Increase in the 
third quarter over the same period 
last year amounted to 75%. 

Capitol’s huge statement was ex- 
pected in view of the nine-month 
earnings it reported two weeks ago. 
This cited a net of $1,211,100 for 
the initial three quarters of ‘48, as 
against a net of $253,151 for the 
same period last year. 
Bernstein, incidentally, easily top- 
en all publishers in Capitol earn- 

gs. The company drew a sub- 
stantial check on the basis of its 
“Tree in the Meadow,’ by Mar- 
garet Whiting, which led best- 
seller lists for weeks, vying with 
Pee Wee Hunt’s “12th Street Rag,” 
also owned by S-B. Both disks are 
said to have sold over 1,000,000 
copies. And S-B also owns the tune 
occupying the reverse side of 
Hunt’s disk, doubling the com- 
pany’s income from that recording. 








Frances Langford Asks 
$5,100 in Mere Suit 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Singer Frances Langford filed 
suit in Chi federal court against 
Mercury Record Corp. for $5,100, 
which she alleges is due her un- 


der a contract dated June 29, 1946. | 


Complaint charges royalty deal of 
5% of records retail price plus 
gurantee of $7,500 yearly was 
violated. ” 

Suit claims further that original 
contract covered a one-year peri- 
od and was extended in 1947 for 
an additional six months. 


+ 
4 





| ing between the two factions. 


Shapiro- | 


‘the election of officers 


Plugger Johnny Green 
| Gets Fite-Ref’s Permit 


Johnny Green, music contact 
|man; has secured a_ referee’s 
| license from the N. Y. State Box- 
'Ing Commission, and will combine 
work in the ring with his music- 
plugging. 

Green was a pro fighter of note 
years ago, having taken part in 
bouts against Tony Canzoneri, Kid 
/Chocolate, et al, in Madison Square 
| Garden. 


Pension Fund 


} 


- Key Snag to Pact 
~. Of Pubs, MPCE 


Musie publishers apparently are 
not going to give in easily to the 
request by the Music Publishers 
|Contact Employees union that the 
/new employment contract between 
|them make provision for a pension 
fund. From the conversation of 
individual publishers who occupy 
a spot o::1 the MPPA negotiating 
committee, this angle of the prof- 
|fered new deal, now that they have 
| had two weeks to think it over, will 
be the main bone of contention in 
| discussions of a new contract. All 
lothers of the 33 clauses in the 
| proffered agreement will be com- 
| paratively minor. 
| It’s the idea of the MPCE that 
\its own men and the publishers 
;}contribute equally to a fund that 
| will take care of needy contactmen. 
| This idea undoubtedly was born 
'during the past spring, when slid- 
|ing music and record sales induced 
‘pubs to cut operating expenses. 
As a result, an unprecedented 
{number of contactmen were out of 
| work, and the drain on MPCE re- 
| lief and benefit funds was for a 
pome so heavy that the union’s 
| leaders, headed by president Bob 
| Miller, began frantically to cast 
|about for ways to supplement the 
itotal. It turned out that the dis- 
itress calls could be handled with- 
out assistance, but the circum- 
| stance apparently left its mark. 
| Ineidentally, the current con- 
tract, which expires Dec. 31, will | 
, be automatically extended to when- 
/ever a new deal is signed. So far, 
there’s been only one brief “meet- 
An- 
other will occur sometime next 
week, date not yet set. 


RADIO EIREANN OKAYS 
IRISH DANCE BANDS 


Dublin, Nov. 16. 

Radio Eireann, which razzed 
|Irish dance bands and wouldn't 
| give them air time, is changing 
| tune after listeners’ squawks about 
| lack of modern dance music. They | 
| have not aired any of the Irish 
/name bands, but formed their own 
| Strict Tempo Sextet and are fol- 
lowing on with a Brazilian Beat 
combo made up from well-known | 
performers. 

Setup, an eight-man outfit tab- | 
bed Latin-American Rhythm Band, 
will get 30-minute-a-week time slot 
for initial stanza. Production as- 
sistant Joan D’Alton will handle — 
program. 











' 


‘Unusual Quiet On | 





Local 802 Vote Front 


Fight for the favor of voters in 
at New 
York Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians has been 


‘unusally quiet, despite the fact that | 


the balloting occurs next week (2). 
In past years, the week or two 
preceding voting days have been 
much more hectic than the current 
period, which sees the incumbent, 
| never-defeated Blue regime lined 
‘up against the combined Unity- 
| Coalition parties. 

| So far, electioneering has been 


confined to the issuing of pam- 





| phlets by both sides accusing rivals 


of this and that, with the Unity- 
|Coalition group heaping dirty- 
iinen accusations much higher than 


| the Blues have attempted to do. | 


When Is a Date Not 
A Date Ask J. Dorsey’ 


Louisville, Nov. 23. | 
One-nighter by Jimmy Dorsey’s | 
band hit a snag Thursday (18) | 


| when it arrived at Jefferson Coun- | 
| ty Armory to play a concert-dance. | 


Dorsey’s manager, Gilbert Koern- 
er, claimed to have a contract for 
the date, while Irving Wayne, | 
Armory manager, insisted there | 
was no contract. Meanwhile, some | 
100 patrons were waiting at the 
arena’s locked gate. 

Joe Stone, American Federation 
of Musicians local No. 11 prez, was 
called in on the dispute, and is 
said to have stated that the Ar- 
mory may be placed on the local’s 
unfair list unless Wayne fulfills 
payment of the Dorsey contract. 

While there was no actual con- 
tract signed for the date, according 
to both Koerner and Wayne, it was 
claimed by Koerner that a tele- 
gram from Wayne confirming the 
date was sufficient. Wayne re- 
butted that -no telegram of con- 


| firmation was sent, and no deposit | 


was made for the Dorsey services. | 
Deposit, he averred, would have}! 
been $625, half of the proposed 
contract. | 

Dorsey and his band arrived in 
Louisville Thursday (18) after a 
one-night stand in Evansville. They 
left Friday (19) for a Cincinnati 
date. 





ASCAP Coasters 


Blast N.Y. Ba. For 
‘High-Handedness 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Severest reprimand the Coast 
ASCAP brigade handed the nation- 
al board of directors in years was 
voted at the annual Coast meeting 
on Johnny Green’s motion to “cen- 
sure” the board for refusing to 


create a paid post of Coast liaison | 


man for L. Wolfe Gilbert. Vote 
came after ASCAP prexy Fred 
Ahlert and Paul Cunningham, 
chairman of the exec committee, 
concluded their official reports of 
the organization’s activities. They'll 
carry the censure back to Gotham. 

Before the motion was passed, 
member after member stood up to 
lambaste what was_ generally 
termed the “high-handed proce- 
dure with scant consideration for 
the feelings and wishes” of its 
Hollywood members. 

Ahlert’s report dealt with 
ASCAP’s reaction to the Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell rulings, and did 
his best to sound comforting. He 
said ASCAP will, of course, appeal. 
It’s slated to go to court Monday 
next to ask a stay of execution in 


‘the New York Independent Theatre 


Owners Assn. of N. Y. case. Ahlert 

claimed Judge Leibell’s ruling was 

out of his jurisdiction since the 
(Continued on page 40) 


BMI French-Can. 
Society Planned 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 
Plans have been formulated for 
the organization of a performing 
rights society that would handle 
only French language tunes, wide- 
ly used in Canada and particularly 
in this immediate area. New or- 





ganization would be affiliated with | 


Broadcast Music, U. S. radio- 
owned performing rights group, 
which has had a hand in the devel- 
opment of plans completed so far. 
Robert Burton, BMI v.p., was here 
last week making preliminary ar- 


rangements and several local peo- | 
ple have been engaged to lay the 


groundwork. It’s to be called So- 
ciete Franco-American Des Au- 
teurs, Compositeurs Et Editeurs 
De Musique. 

Organization would operate 
similary to BMI and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, whose Canadian affili- 
ate is CAPAC, but on a more 
limited scale. However, it is pos- 
sible that it will eventually have 
foreign ties, in France, Belgium, 
ete. An office will be established in 
Paris as well as one in this city. 
That's a natural procedure, since 
the French capital is the center 
of export of melodies for the 
French-Canadian market. But 
more than likely its function will 
be widened. 


ed eer e Fe wv 


Capital-Gains Tax-Saving Gets 


Increasing Glad-Eye from Disk Names 
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Waring’s 20G Sellout 


In Kansas City Concert 
Kansas City, Nov. 23. 


Concert by Fred Waring’s Penn- | 
sylvanians in the huge Municipal | 


auditorium arena Sunday (21) gar- 
nered the heaviest coin ever racked 
up by any musical group in a single 
performance here. Net, exclusive 
of taxes, topped $20,000. It was a 
sellout. 

Scale was $3 top. 


Morris Band Div. 
To Remam, But 


Curtailment Seen 


William Morris agency is 
going to giveup its band division, 
it is stated by the organization’s 
executives. It is explained, how- 
ever, that due to the rumors that 
|have circulated during the past 10 
(days concerning the department, 
the workings of it will be ‘“cur- 
tailed.” There is not detailed ex- 
planation for that expression at the 
moment. It is not definitely known 
exactly what will be done until 
William Morris, Jr., returns next 
week from a trip to Saranac. 

Ever since a week ago Friday 
(12) there have been consistent 
,whisperings over the Morris band 
division. It was said that Morris 
was willing to drop the depart- 
ment, and that its personnel— 
Cress Courtney, Phil Brown, et al, 
would take over and operate inde- 
pendently. 
|Corp. was asserted to be in the 
throes of making a deal to take 
over the department. Both are 
flatly denied, the GAC angle in 
particular debunked by Morris 
exec Nat Lefkowitz. 

Whisperings about the Morris 
band department and the subse- 
quent notation of the situation in 
last week’s VARIETY began a period 
of considerable discomfort to the 
division’s personnel. Bandleaders 
under contract to the agency nat- 
urally sought to determine where 
they stood. A band not connected 
with Morris was also effected. 
Shep Fields, whose GAC contract 
expires Dec. 18, was discussing a 
contract with Morris and the past 
week’s talk has put him in a posi- 
tion of indecision. His band is now 
at the Capitoi theatre, N. Y. 


WINGY MANONE’S RACY 
JAZZ AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


Wingy Manone ,the ol’ Capri 
kid from way down south in New 
Orleans, tells his saga in “Trumpet 
on the Wing” (Doubleday; $2.95), 
skillfully aided and abetted (on the 
Remington) by Paul Vandervoort 
II. It comes out a racy autobiog 
of the jazz age—and we don’t mean 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s. 
| It’s a human-interest tale, a suc- 
cess story of its kind, since it takes 
Wingy from Basin Street to the 
heights on 52d St. and Hollywood 
_& Vine. It’s a frank, free ’n’ easy 
exposition of life among the jazz 
beaus and babes, told with verve, 
gusto and convincing pace. It 
| smacks of authority, and the photo- 
graphic interpolations, plus Bing 
Crosby’s foreword, are the con- 
vincers. Abel. 











Jack Emerson Sues 
Metrotone on Royalties 


{| Jack Emerson, whose Metrotone 
_ recording of “Hair of Gold” is 
jeredited with having started the 


tune to success, filed suit last week | 


| against the label in N. Y. supreme 
court over unpaid royalties. Em- 
erson claims he hasn’t had a state- 
ment accounting for sales of 


“Hair” and “Cornbelt Symphony,” | 


which also was a good seller for 
him, for over six months. 

Suit asks for an accounting of 
the company’s debt to him on the 
basis of a contract calling for a 1c- 


a-side royalty. Metrotone’ was 
served with papers in the action 
Jast week and has 20 days to 
| answer, 


not | 


Later General Artists | 


Top recording artists are eyeing 
, the capital-gains deals being ar- 
| ranged for high-earning artists in 
other fields, and it’s entirely pos- 
| Sible that within the next few 
months there will be more and 
more similar setups in the disk 
business. A handful of contracts 
between top artists and the com- 
panies they are now with have ex- 
pired during the disk ban, or are 
to expire during the next few 
months, and all are claimed to be 
| evaluating application of the legal 
income-saving idea to their own 
cases. Among them is one of the 
most outstanding record names 

in some Cases the thoughts being 
mulled involve remaining with the 
same labels the artists are now tied 
to; in others, plans call for moving 
away. One of them is no secret— 
|Guy Lombardo’s willingness to 
move away from the Decca label 
after years of association. Lom- 
bardo has for weeks been discus- 
sing and peering into the possibil- 
ity of moving into the weakened 
Musicraft label scene with his band 
and, if he does, one of the main 
reasons would be that capital gains 
angle. Lombardo is also looking 
for something in which he and his 
brothers will have an investment 
and interest for the future. Despite 
the fact that his band has been a 
'major earner for 20 years. he fig- 
‘ures that can’t go on indefinitely. 

Lombardo, however, is only one 
of the group looking at the capital 
gains idea for immediate relief 
or for long-range investment. A 
contract expiring next April with 
| one of the major companies in- 
| volves the same thinking, as does 
| another due in February . 

Horace Heidt is another who has 
had such a plan in mind for some 
time. His idea would be to make 
disks at his own expense and lease 
,them to manufacturers. Whether 
this idea would be acceptable to a 
major company is not at issue, but 
it’s said such a plan could be 
worked out by an artist now tied 
with a company, under which he 
would continue with that outfit. 
The time and expense put into 
making the disks seemingly would 
be the “investment” basis to make 
it all legal. 


| 
} 
| 





Lombardo, T. D. 
Set Hotel Marks 


| Two top bands currentiy in New 
York have set new gross records 
in the hotel rooms they are play- 
jing. Guy Lombardo cracked his 
|own mark at the Roosevelt Grill 
{and Tommy Dorsey set new marks 


jat the Pennsylvania’s Cafe Rouge. 





} 
} 


| Lombardo’s week ending Satur- 
day, Nov. 13, earned him a total 
salary in excess of $5,100, the high- 
-est amount he has ever taken out 
/of the Roosevelt on a 25° of the 
'gross basis. He played to 2,775 
'covers that six-day period, and his 
| subsequent week, ending last Sat- 
‘urday (20), wasn’t too far off that 
“pace. 

| Dorsey set new highs in gross 
/and in cover grosses at the Penn 
| for the week ending Saturday (20). 
| Of course, the cover tap at the spot 
|has been boosted for Dorsey’s run 
to $1.50 and $2. He has been do- 
ing exceptionally heavy dinner 
business, too. 

Eddy Duchin is another doing 
| business that was not expected of 
(him at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. 
He had been out of circulation for 
'so long that the hotel did not an- 
| ticipate the sort of reaction he has 
‘been getting. 





Dutch Disk Plant to Press 
HMV, Parlophone, Odeon 


Amsterdam, Nov. 16. 
New platter factory at Heem- 
stede is all set to start operating 
Dec. 1. 


Plant will repress from Colum- 
bia, HMYV, Parlophone and Odeon 
matrixes sent from England and 
will market disks in Holland and 
the Dutch colonies. Dea! was also 
made with Blue Star (French)) 
ilabel and a Swiss company. 
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ORCHESTRA-MUSIC 





James’ Wow 1466 
For 9-Week Tour 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Harry James’ orchestra breezed 
back to town over weekend from a 
nine-week tour that in many re- 
spects was reminiscent of the 
trumpeter’s wartime-peak biz. 
Working almost daily on a sweep 
from Salt Lake City down through 
Texas and up the Atlantic 
board into the Carolinas, 


back to the coast, the James ag- 
regation pocketed approximately 

146,000. 

On the trek, band paused for a 
16-day stand at the Texas State 
Fair, Dallas, which opened Oct. 8. 
Booked in at guarantee and a per- 
centage, the orch exited with 
about $35,000. Arthur Michaud 
and Jimmy Durante co-produced 
the Fair show, with the Schnoz 

ersonally heading the show 
tee te by James. 

Prior to the Dallas 
James played 18 
through Utah, Colorado and the 
southwest. Band, booked in on 
guarantees of $2,000 or $2,500, de- 
pending on the town, went into a 
60% privilege on each stop, gross- 
ing for itself $48,000 on the 18 
dates. The high-point was a gig 
staged for promoter Jerry Jones in 
Salt Lake; James grabbed off a 
60% that amounted to $4,700. 


Following the Fair, the band 
blazed into deep south territory 
that James never before had ex- 
plored as a name leader. In es- 
saying 21 one-niters, booked at 
never less than $2,000 against 60°, 
the orch failed to go into percent- 
age on only four dates. The total 
swag for this series of gigs was 
$63,000. 

A high was a flat guarantee of 
$4,500 to play the autumn ball at 
the Citadel, Charleston, S. C. The 
military college wouldn't give per- 
centage terms on this date, so 
James manager Frank Monte 
upped the guarantee. The school 
affair grossed $12,400, as tap was 
$5 a head. 


_ In the south the two peak takes 


Se€a- 
thence 


location, 
one-niters 
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Week Endi SitlielSleltielatelsizis 
National ee nain g ai O s 2 "| £2 | 2) P 
ati he ~|2:1ee.!| &/ a O\|s!v0} ¢ oO 
mins «= NOV. 20) sosigif elcidiiieieiiisi ei: 
eis ic Fi SiSisial/#)/8isia)|N 
This Last 4 = ¥ F a ; = =| c . | E Ps 
wk. wk. ‘Title and | Publisher _ _ _(%i0liSj ale jalel&oiwvioi a. z=:(S 
. a 1 “Buttons and Bows” | (Famous) aes 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 119 
_2 2 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose) 2-2 ~=«2~=«#2 «=i +2 2 2 2 2 4 2 107 
3 3 “Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 7 3 3 3 3 3 10 10 3.4 7 7 69 
4 4 “Hair of Gold” (Roberts)... 8 4 SOG SCG CST:SC«‘CG 5 6 2 5 5&6 
5 10 “My Darling, My Darling” (Morris) 3-75 3.44 "oS a 
me, 6 * __ “Maybe You'll Be There” (Triangle) sg 5 64 6 10 4 9 35 
7 7 “You Were Fooling” (Shapiro- n.. -S F ; 5 o> BH! en 30 
8 8 “My Happiness” (Blasco) ie - wee ee a 29 
; ee 5 “You Call Darling” ’ (Mayfair). OE es 7 Ss 23 
10 17 “White Christmas” (Berlin) be saad rene, Ae i 17 
1111 “Underneath Arches” _ (Robbins).... 10... 9 8 7 9 10 8 16 
12 13 “Rambling Rose” (Laurel)... . é ms 7 3 12 
13A 9 “It’s Magic” (Witmark) ar acehs a are 4 5 re ll 
13B 12 “12th Street Rag” (Shapiro-B) eee 4 11 
-14 ll * “Every Day I Love You” (Harms). _ oe. Se eet ee ae 6 6 . 10 
15 ‘Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer-Inter) + 5 8 . 








were $3,800 for a stop in Raleigh, 
N. C., and $3,900 in Birmingham, 
Ala. As promoting a dance is an 
automatic dud promotion on a Sun- 
day in Memphis, James, 
way back to Hollywood, played the 
first jazz concert of his batoneer 
career, in the cotton-market town, 
on Nov. 14. Band, in on percent- 
age, raked in $3,300. 

Tonight (Tues.) James opens a 
four-week stand at the Palladium 
here. It is understood he’s hooked 
in at guarantee of $5,500 per frame 


against a split of all door admish 
gross over $13,500 weekly. 


‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 


2 points for sustaining vocal; 


3 for commercial instrumental; 


4 for 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 


York, Chicago and Coast. 


For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 


three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 


of commercial shows, which account for the large point tallies below. , 
Week of Nov. 


12th to 18th 


Total 

Song Publisher Pts. 
Buttons and Bows—tPaleface’—FamouS.......cccccccscccceces 321 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life”’—Chappell........ccccscesccsvevens 238 
Com a BlIOWOORE tO CHiO-——DECITORE... 0... cciccccveccccersesesioces 199 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro..............eeeeee Eee es Vets 185 
A Tree in THE MehGGW—SNGITO 6 i desc e eee eee eee eees sess 116 
ee en ne ere ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 115 
For You—Witmark ....... ee 1i3 
My Darling, My Darling—*' ‘Where's ‘Charley’ *_Morris........05. 106 
Everyday I Love You—*“‘Two Guys From Texas’—-Harms........ 99 
You Call Everybody Darlin—Mayfair ...... 0.0... . cece eeeeeees 96 
Cuanto Le Gusta—i“‘Date With Judy”—Southern.........ceeeee. 96 
a eS SS eee ee Cee PE IeT ee 96 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller bad hires hare ab 8 93 
Bouquet of Roses—Hill and Range ‘ae 
One Sunday Afternoon—*"One Sunday Afternoon”—Remick..... 89 
The Money Song—Crawford........... 0... cece ee eeeeeeevcece . 87 
Bella. Bella Marie—Leeds...... 1... cece cccrccccsccvvcccccce ‘ 83 
Say It Isn’t So—Berlin...... 0.2... . cece cere cence rene econo 82 
You Started Something-——BMI........ 6.6.6... cece eee ee ee noes 75 
Say Something Sweet to Your Sweetheart—Mills.............06 . 74 


Night Has Thousand Eyes—? 


“Night Has Thousand Eyes’—Par.... 69 


It’s Magic—t“Romance on High Seas’ "eae WIG OROL Eo 0.5.00 09.644540% 68 
Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle CO Pers tee Gee 67 
I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane. ese Fae ere 62 
If We Can’t Be the Same Old Sweethearts—Feist........... > 61 
Galway Bay—Leeds seit , Tee Te 60 
I’d Love to Live in Lovel: and— BVC.... pcLEee aD 59 
This Is the Moment—‘‘‘Lady in Ermine’ "Miller. Nate rere 58 
By the Way—i“When My Baby Smiles At Me’ "VO. ccseee ewe 57 
In My Dreams—Wiczell ...........-. oe oii + Sethe oeeeeeaEes 56 
White Christmas—Berlin ............-.. ee sear OOS 
Love Somebody—Kramer-W ....... 0.6... sseeeeeeees eked a 
You Came a Long Way From St Louis—Jew ee ere 
Beyond the Purple Hills—Goldmine. ........+++eeeseeeeeees ° 50 
Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms.........++e+e+s ipeobersees @& 


Again—t"Road House’’—Robbins . 





MEO es cnt. seas eee ehees Teereyy rey. 48 
I Still Get a Thrill—Words and Music.........++++ poeeeseeeeoss 46 
Tare-Talara-raie—Oxtord =... ec i ce ees tener eee Tere eT ee 46 
Isn’t It Romantic—*“Isn’t It Romantic’ LaPMAOE. . sin dedaiens 45 
Far Away Places—Laurel.........---.-+-- 23 eoveece rr 
Rambling Rose—Laurel .........--+-e+sseeecrreereeee verre 
Just for Now—Advanced ........:- cece reer reer ere eeeeees ee 
That Certain Party—Bourne..........------+-s+::sreeee cove 42 
It’s a Most Unusual Day—‘“Date With Judy”—Robbins. re 
Ain’t Doin Bad. Doin Nothin-——Spitzer.......-.---+eseees ‘ows 40 
So in Love—i“Kiss Me, Kate’—T. B. Harms......--+++++++ oe6 4 
At the Flying-W—Morris .......----ssseeccrrstteeeeeee pebeses 4 
Cornbelt Symphony—Mellin ......+-eeeeeeererreeeeees rerryyrr 4 
You Walk By—Cavalier....... cates Wee TTT CT TT 


on the’ 


| tract for 


| profession 


| of the 


Maschwitz Reveals | 
Details of New Pact | 
With British Pubs | 


Acting in collaboration with the 
Composers’ Guild, the _ British 
Songwriters’ Guild is readying a 
final draft of a minimum basic con- 
submission to publishers 
sometime in January. The new 
pact, BSG veepee Eric Maschwitz 
declared in New York last week, | 
is expected to correct a number of 
trade abuses. 

Organized in July, 1947, the BSG 
now comprises about 80% of the 
with 170 members, 
Maschwitz said, and after the first 
of the year it’s hoped that the re- | 
maining tunesmiths outside the 
fold will join the rolls. President 
group is Sir Alan P. Her- 
bert. Among other customs which 
are expected to be tossed out under 
the proposed agreement is the | 
habit of some pubs in failing to 
market or exploit a tune within a} 
reasonable length of time. 

In the forthcoming negotiations 
with the publishers, the BSG will 
bar long tieups of its members’ 
compositions by providing that if 
a song is not published within six 
months, the tune reverts to the 
writer. The pubs, it’s said, often 
placed numbers in cold storage not 
because they lacked merit, but 
sought to deprive competitors of 
their use. Obviously the writer 
is then deprived of any earnings. 

Although the BSG is a compar- | 
atively youthful union, it aided in| 
eliminating the “payola racket” on 
the British Broadcasting Corp. and | 
also worked with the Composers | 
Guild in bringing about a wider | 
BBC programming of British music 
of every kind, according to Masch- | 
witz. “The BBC,’ he said, ‘“‘is | 
our only shopwindow for the Brit- | 
ish writer's opportunity in ator de 
ings, films and legit are de-| 
cidedlv limited.” 

Records really don’t help, Masch- | 
witz feels, since most of the | 
waxings are primed primarily for 
the American market. And purely | 
British material is often passed | 
over by the disk firms in an effort | 
to find something of wider appeal. | 
He pointed out that there are com- | 
paratively few British filmusicals, | 
and cited the success of “Annie | 
Get Your Gun” as well as “Okla- | 
homa!” in Britain as an indication | 
of the trend toward American | 
} 
! 


music. 
Maschwitz, who arrived in New| 
York via Pan American Airways | 
last week, is in town primarily to} 
workout a possible deal for a} 
Broadway production of his cur- 
rent London musical, “Carissima.” 
Presented by Lee Ephraim at the 
Palace, the show is now in its 36th 
week. While in the U. S. he may 
squeeze in a trip to Hollywood to | 
explore a possible sale of ‘ ‘Caris- | 
sima” to films. Accompanied by | 
his wife, he plans to plane back to | 
England Dec. 14. i 


a 


$44444646444664 


3 
3 
: 
: 
; 


~ | Sues, 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Buttons and Bows” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Buttons and Bows” 
British Best Seller 
“So Tired” 


Disk Ban Melted 
Dealer Problems 


Disk company sales executives 
have gotten some satisfaction out 
of the 11l-month recording ban. 
They assert that the distribution 
and retail end of the industry is in 
a much healthier state because of 
it than it has been in for some 
time. This is so, namely, because 
the slowing up of releases and 
the general reduction in business 
have caused (1) the elimination of 
hundreds of dealers drawn into 
the field by the wartime salesboom, 
who were never looked upon kind- 
ly by the major companies because 
they handled dozens of different 
indie labels; (2) static inventories 
to be cleared away and; (3) pre- 
sented an opportunity to revive 
catalog material that was in con- 
stant demand during boom times, 
but which was not produced be- 
cause materials and _ production 
were too tight. 


Of the three reasons, the first 
is the most important to the ma- 
jor companies. In a good deal of 
the pre-slump correspondence be- 
tween execs of these outfits and 
distrib contacts, there was always 
some. reference to dealers who 
pledged allegiance to no individual 
company, or any group of them, 
but handled all lines. Majors did 
not like it, since displays of dozens 
of labels often confused buying is- 
and they constantly urged 
| distribs to get tough with “fly-by- 
night” dealers. 

In the third category, majors 
such as RCA-Victor, Columbia and 
Decca have done nicely with re- 
issues (even Capitol released many 
former hits). Victor, particularly, 
|got the chance during the sales 
| slowdown and the ban to put out 
| old sides by Glenn Miller, Artie 
| Shaw, et al. These had been in 
‘big demand. 
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Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 


ence Coverage 
Radio Networks. 


John G. Peatman, Director. 


Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


Survey Week of November 12-18, 1948 


Seed Ee ee -BeeGes .. sis cccede veer debs coeks Shapiro-B 
ee OE ee vas oka dd6 eden ee Leeds 
meyone the Pursle Hilis.. i. i iscicdee cos thokeess Goldmine 
Peeenes OL ees oS as ds ee eee Hill & Range 
Buttons and Bows—*‘ ‘Pale Face” ee See Pe re Famous 
Cuanto Le Gusta—i“Date With Judy”... ......... Southern 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms .............. Miller 

mere may © LOVG LOU... ss coords cbavesw oe ce Harms 

Eee OGY FiGCeS .. ..vscue ss ch hi ee ee uke inka Laurel 

Wee Mee) Pao. nak ET ie nes ebodcaeenel beaks Witmark 
SEOIWEN URS sso tet tne nbehaeeenes Ur ieke Dia Leeds 

Pee SPE NON... ss vcs sd vs Si wh buinsis scales babes Robert 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Sie... .occsdeeuh feeb ee-s Chappell 

S ig0t Laeey in: the Mat... «.. iss Sekidee ee acee Fox 

I Love You So Much It Hurts . Melody Lane 


If We Can’t Be the Same Old Sweethearts. : at Feist 


Just for Now 
Lavender Blue 
Maybe You'll Be There 
My Darling, 
On a Slow Boat to China 
One Sunday Afternoon 
Rambling Rose 

Say It Isn’t So 


Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart 


Twelfth Street Rag 
aR ee Poe eee eee 
You Call Everybody Darling 
You Came a Long Way from St. 
You Started Something . 


You Were Only Fooling RCRA Ud Get 





My Darling—*“Where’s Charley”. ‘ie 


1ssksin aoa at bates Advanced 
Santly-Joy 
. Triangle 
..Morris 
Pee Py Meee Pry Melrose 
Se me Remick 
(esaegroeer eee 
opvenErthas Berlin 
be hs Mills 
ese ee eer tere 
op opbe pe base a Feat Dorsey Bros. 
ererets ee Mayfair 
Louis. bee a Bee Jewel 
BMI 
... Shapiro-B 


ee ee | 


s+ eee eeeeeeers 


The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Dr. John G. Peatman, 


Again 
Ain’t Doin’ Bad Doin’ Nothin’ 
Blue Bird of Happiness 


Director. 


By the Way—t“When My Baby Smiles at Me”... 


Cornbelt Symphony 
I Still Get a Thrill 


I'd Love to Live in Loveland. 7 ; eS Se 


In My Dreams . 
Isn’t It Romantic—7 


Love Somebody 
Money Song 


“Isn't. It Romantic” 
It’s a Most Unusual Day-—t“Date With Judy”. 
It’s Magic—7‘‘Romance On High Seas’ 


Robbins 
FT ae Ue, Sete Ee Spitzer 
. T. B. Harms 
. BVC 
Cree Mellin 
eed A ak De ben Words & M 
iis 63 sabsc ee . 
.. Wizell 
..... Famous 
ivseae Robbins 
errr Witmark 
es eae Kramer-W 
. Crawford 


Night Has Thousand Ey es—t' ‘Night Has Eyes"... . Paramount 


rmy the Papeta ...7%. 5.4%, 
Ta-ra Ta-la-ra Ta-la 
Rt GOLA COED its + oo cae ors 
When You're Smiling 
You Walk By... 





* Legit Musical. ¢ Filmusical. 


ee ae) 


This Is the Moment........ toes 


..... Marks 
veareastertoreetis Oxford 
Bourne 
Per See re Miller 
Mills 
Cavalier 


eee ee eee eaeeeee 
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Music Execs Curious. 
About That Songwriter 
Attorney Slush Fund 


Music industry people are won- 
dering to what purpose the top 
songwriters may put the fund that 
has been collected from 
members of the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn. They cannot believe 
that the coin, estimated to have 
reached between $30,000 and $40,- 
000, was rounded up solely to pay 


attorney Jobn Schulman for inter- 
vening in the Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn. of N. Y. case against 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
Yet. the letter which went out to 
the writers. on SPA president Sig- 
mund Romberg’s private station- 
ery and above his signature, clear- 


ly stated that that’s all the money 
was to be used for, that any over- 


subscription would be returned to | 


the donors pro rata. 

What has industry 
is the amount of the fund, in rela- 
tion to the possible cost of inter- 
vening in the ITOA-ASCAP case. 
That's a comparatively brief 
Songwriters were asked to kick in 


men curious 


on the basis of their ASCAP 
ratings—$500 from “AA” writers, 
down the line. In New York alone 


a total of close to $15,000 was piled 


up, $10,000 of which assertedly | 
went to Schulman immediately. | 
But the Coast contingent of SPA 
men increased that by as much, 
and more It's emphasized that 
the SPA, for which Schulman also 
acts as attorney, had nothing to 


do with the collection, that it was 
a development of SPA members as 
individuals. 


Schulman wasn’t paid by the 
SPA to the extent he might have 
been for all the work he has done 
for the organization over recent} 
years. particularly during the long 
negotiations over the new SPA- 
Musie Publishers Protective Assn. | 


contract. But the letter requesting 
contributions clearly stated the 
coin was for the ITOA-ASCAP case 
only. For awhile, music execs felt 
that the SPA might be building up 
a warchest for some reason, but 
they cannot think of one. The new 
SPA-MPPA deal is for 10 years 
and was signed less than six 
months ago. 


various | 


job. | 
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| Palace Hotel, San Francisco 

The  four-brass, five-sax 
three-rhythm of Frankie Masters’ 
troupe provide a smooth flow of 
sweet modern melodies in the ram- 
bling Palace Court. And they’re 
| attracting satisfactory if not sen- 
| sational business. 

Accenting the entertainment 
| value, rather than straight music 
| alone, Masters, with the help of his 
five Swing Masters, who pour out 
a heaping measure of firstrate 
harmonizing, vocal soloists, Phyllis 
Myles, Jack Eaton and Bob Parker. 
plus his own bandstand songfest- 
ing, put on a considerable “‘show”’ 
between the dance sets. It adds 


and 








;up to a value-received feeling on 


| the part of the check-payers. 


| 


While Masters places his em- 
phasis on sweet music, he gets his 


Capacity of Palace Court is 350 
as set up currently. Cover $1 
nightly; $1.50 Saturdays. Masters 
engagement is six weeks. Ted. 
GENE WILLIAMS ORCH 
Click, Philadelphia 

With the aceent on youth, both 
as a selling point to the collegiate 
set and as eye appeal for tele- 
vision, Gene Williams’ new band 
makes a heavy play for the younger 
dancing set. The 22-year-old 
leader. ex-Claude Thornhill croon- 
er, and his manager Barbara Belle 
rate credit for promoting a new 
orch during the height of the 
slump. 

Rumor here is that Frank Pa- 
lumbo, Philly chain nitery entre- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
1 l “Buttons and Bows” 1 1 l 2 l l 1 1 1 1 1 109 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
2 2 “Slow Boat to China” 4 2 3 2 2 oe es 2 53 
~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
3 “ “Maybe You'll Be There” . 5 ee a ; 3 10— 3 10 3 oe 3 51 
“PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) amaee 
4 3 “12th Street Rag” Ue SE Pe Oe Se ee 
. J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) | 
5 8 “My Darling, My Darling” 3 = 3 8 el) ie Ps One ee 6 6 6 41 
C. MIRANDA-ANDREWS (Decca) pants 28 
6 7 “Cuanto Le Gusta” I 7 5 E Sc) te 6 oe, 2 8 8 30 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol 
7 6 “Tree in the Meadow” Re 6 ak 3 2 Te. 8 29 
~ J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
8 “Say Something Sweet” ee 6 oe ae 3 7 5 _ s - 26 
~~ RAY McKINLEY (Victor) : 
9 9 “Vou Came a Long Way” ; ; 4 4 ie, tesla 7 ; ; ie 17 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
10A 8 “Bluebird of Happiness” = . _S5 8 ee ee Ss 15 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
10B 5 “Until” oo 10 eS eS ees ee ie 4 a ane 10 - 2s 15 
- BENNY GOODMAN (Capitol) 
11 14 “Slow Boat to China” = aS ee ay ~ 2 6 Toe ee ee 14 
~~ BENNY STRONG (Tower) 
12 7 “That Certain Party” Teen? tot 6 oe ee 3 Re 13 
~ D. MARTIN-J. LEWIS (Capitol) 
13 10 “That Certain Party” = _6 eee Bi Ae, - 5 . 11 
~~ LARRY CLINTON (Decca) 
14A “Slow Boat to China”............ a ae 1 : ee ee ee ee 10 
~ DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
14B 9 “It’s Magic” ee: oe 10 50) ae — a a eT ee 10 
~s DINNING SISTERS (Gapitol) 
14C 12 “Buttons and Bows” i ee eS an eth 10 
: ~ PAULA WATSON (Supreme) 
15A “A Little Bird Told Me” at ae) a 2 te . 9 
~~ EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
15B 10 “A Little Bird Told Me” = + -ss es ee ee a ta ae a 9 
~ FREDDIE MARTIN (Victor) — 
in. io “Slow Boat to China” +: sees ee os ae ee 2 oe 9 
~~ ART LUND (M-G-M) 
15D 14 “Slow Boat to China” ein Toe i as 2 gnu 9 
~ LARRY GREEN (Victor) 
16A 13 “Bella Bella Marie” ee ee eS 3 F ' 8 
~~ BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) | 
16B 15 “You Were Only Fooling”........ 9 .- -. -- 5 z 8 | 
| — SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
| ie “Down Among Sheltering Palms” q 7 8 
| ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
16D “Bluebird of Happiness”......... [i ee er ae a 3 8 
| i | 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP ject aan | OO JAZZ AT PREVIN PLAYS SONG AND || 
1917-43 | PHILHARMONIC THE PIANO DANCE MAN 
ALBUMS Bing Crosby Varied Artists | Album No. 8 Andre Previn Gene Kelly 
Decca Decca | Mercury Victor | M-G-M 
rd licks in for the Latin items as wel, | _ [=== 
Band Reviews /and also clicks with bandstand nov- | . 
ielties as offered by his songsters. | J k J 
FRANKIE MASTERS ORCH (13) | fics Mules is pleasant ornament on | WOCKS, ukes, Disks 
With Phyllis Myles, Jack Eaton, handstand and her handling of mate Continued trem sane D4 
Bob Parker; hillbilly lyrics is firstrate. ge —_—_—~ 


Harry James chirp, using the trite | 
“Embraceable You" and “Is It | 
True” Art Kassel turning out | 
good b.o. disks for Mercury; latest, | 

“If I Could Be With You” , 
Primo Scala’s “Show Me the nd 
to Go Home” and ‘“‘Wheezey Anna’ 
follow the banjo groove that looked 
hot during the summer poked | 
Gibson’s “You Made Me Love | 
You” (Mercury) is another “differ- | 
ent” disk for jocks. 

Recommended country, 
race: Washboard Sam 
“Dollar Is Your Best 
Denver Darling (M-G-M). “Roses | 
to Tell You I'm Sorry”; Hank | 
Thompson, (Capitol). “Second Hand | 
Gal”; Johnny Vadnal (Victor), | 
“Love Never Dies”: Rome John- | 
son (M-G-M), “Faded Love and/' 

Roses.” 


hillbilly, | 
(Victor), | 
Friend”; 


|}in the N. Y. dock strike, 
| company, 
/made in England by U. 
itor UY. 


| offered 


Full Impact of N.Y. 
Dock Strike Averted 
By London Records 


London Records has been caught 
though 
which markets pressings 
S. Decca, 
S. and Canadian consump- 
tion, says it has not been too both- 
ered by the strike due to certain 
circumstances. It has a shipment 
aboard the S. S. Washington in 
N. Y. which cannot be unloaded. 
and had one aboard the Maure- 
tania, which was detoured to Hali- 
fax and unloaded there before 


| dockworkers there refused to work 


on ships originally aimed for N. Y 

London explains that even if it 
could not get disks into Canada 
or the U. S. it would be okay. lis 
December release consisted mostly 
of Xmas material, which has been 
over here since October. It’s admit- 
ted, however, that pressings of some 
of the pop songs in the same re- 
lease are aboard the Washington. 

if things got too tough, London 
explains, it could always get disks 
through London Gramaphone of 
Canada, which imports disks itself 
from England. 


HENDERSON CAN'T DO 
8> MOS. IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Noy. 23 
Skitch Henderson’s orch, back- 
bone of new “Salute to Gershwin 
presentation at College Inn of 
Hotel Sherman, dropped a deal Fri- 
day (19) which might have ex- 
tended its run to seven months. 


| Room reopened after a surrealistie 


facelifting, with Henderson par- 
ticipating in a 40-minute montage 
of Gershwin’s most popular num- 


bers, while life story of composer 
| unfolds via musical drama, modern 
(ballet, and special choral and 
orch interpretations. 

Orch was. originally signed for 
six weeks, but biz has been soe 
good, that a new three-month con- 


tract with two two-month options, 
including gradual increases, was 
Arrangement would have 
forced the maestro to cancell three 
college prom dates during week of 
Dec. 16 Batoneer’s three-week 
stand at the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
which was to have started Dec. 23, 
was also to be junked. But the 


|Cap wouldn't let him out. 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


“(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) ++4++++4% 


Compiled for 


VARIETY 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety, Inc. 


All Rights Reserved) 


Legends ond other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appecred in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


Cavalcade stated publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


It is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact thot this material is copyright and may net 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Continued from Last Week) 


1349 
Nelly Was a Lady. w., m., Ste- 
phen Collins Foster. Firth, Pond 


& Co., cop. 1849 

Walter Hunt invented the safety 
pin. 

So many prospectors rushed to 
California (1,200 sailed from the 
East in three months), and so many 
perished en route, that wiseacres 
told departing hopefuls to take 
tombstones with them. 

New York City created a sewer 
department and paved Broadway 
with granite blocks. 

Zachary Taylor was inaugurated 
president. 

Joseph Jefferson, the 
American comedian, made _ his 
adult debut. Meantime, California 
embraced the entertainment busi- 
ness at once with the $80,000 Eagle 


great 


Theatre in Sacramento while 
Stephen C. Massett gave a series 
of songs and recitations in San 


Francisco, using the only piano in 
that section of the country. 


Luther Burbank, the horticul- 
turist, was born 
Astor Place riots in New York 


City against Macready. an English 
actor, resulted in the death of 34 
people. The outbreak was in re- 
taliation for the treatment of Ed- 


win Forrest, American actor, in 
London in 1845. 
Ladies now puffed their hair 


over a cushion atop the head. 
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Featured in M-G-M's Big Hit 


“DATE WITH JUDY" 


T'S A MOST 
UNUSUAL DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 














TONY 


PASTOR 


“YOU STARTED 
SOMETHING” 


, with 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY 
on 
COLUMBIA RECORD 38297 














THE GREATEST WESTERN 
SONG OF AIL TIME 


Bob Nolan's Immortal 


COOL WATER 


(25 Records Available) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Komero, Prof. Mgr. 


9109 Sunset Blvd. 1556 Broadway 
Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. ¥. 
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1250 
The Bridge. w 
worth 


Henry Wads- 
Longfellow m Miss M 
Lindsay [Mrs J Worthington 
Bliss]. London; Robert Cocks & 
Co. [185-?]; Boston: Oliver Ditson 
& Co. [1861]. 

[De Camptown Races. 
Run All Night. w 
lins Foster. 
teen, cop. 


Gwine to 
,m., Stephen Col- 

Baltimore; F. D. Ben- 
1850. 


Jay Gould, later the fabulously 
rich financier, wrote a_ classic 
theme in Beechwood Seminary en- 
titled: “Honesty is the Best Pol- 
icy. 

Jenny Lind, the Swedish Night- 
ingale, appeared in Castle Garden, 
New York, under P. T. Barnum’s 
management. Her first concert 
grossed $17,864.05 and the second 
$14,202.03. She gave $10,000 to 
charity, and when the Widow and 
Orphans’ Fund of the Fire Depart- 
ment got $3,000, the firemen gave 
Jenny Lind a gold box and a rose- 


wood book-case containing Audu- 
bon’s “Birds and Quadrupeds of 
America.” 

Whist and faro were popular 


gambling games. 


California was admitted to the 
Union. 

Millard Fillmore was inaugu- 
rated president on Zachary Tay- 
lor’s death. 

Harper’s magazine was estab- 
lished 

Nathaniel Hawthorne published 


“The Scarlet Letter.” 

Men wore cutaway coats for 
morning and evening occasions. 
The coats had ample pockets in the 


tails. 


“The New York Fireman” was a 
stage success. 

Fugitive slave laws and Henry 
Clay’s other “compromise” resolu- 
tions were passed by Congress. 

1851 

Home Again. w.. m.. M. S. Pike: 
arr. by J. P. Ordway. A. & J. P. 
Ordway. cop. 1851. 

Nancy Till. w., m., anonymous 
(sometimes erroneously ascribed 
to Stephen Collins Foster). Firth, 


'Pond & Co.. cop. 1851. 


Oh Boys Carry Me ’Long. w., m., 
Stephen Collins Foster. Firth, 
Pond & Co., cop. 1851. 

Old Folks at Home. w.. m., Ste- 
phen Collins Foster. Firth, Pond 
& Co., cop. 1851. 

Poor Old Slave. Negro song. m., 


arranged by E. M. F. Boston; G. P. 


Reed & Co., cop. 1851. 

Wait For the Wagon. w.. ? m.. 
George P. Knauff. Baltimore; F. D. 
Benteen, cop. 1851. 


Mrs. Amelia Jenks Bloomer be- 
gan agitating for a dress reaching 
to the knees, with trousers beneath 
(this garment, a public joke in 
1851, came into vogue with the bi- 
cycle craze of the ‘90’s). 

The schooner ‘““America” beat all 
competitors from the Royal Yacht 
Squadron around the Isle of Wight, 
thus giving the U.S. the first vic- 
tory in what was to evolve into the 
America’s Cup races ‘which Eng- 
land has never won). 

Lola Montez, the danseuse ‘who 
reputedly caused King Ludwig I 
of Bavaria the loss of his crown), 
made her American debut. at the 
Broadway Theatre. N. Y. 


Herman Melville’ published 
“Moby Dick” and Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne “The House of Seven 
Gables.” 


The New York Central Railroad 
made its first run—from New York 


City to Albany. 


Fire destroyed 2.500 buildings 
in San Francisco 

William W. Newcomb invented 
and danced “The Essence of Old 
Virginia” with the Fellow’s Min- 


strels, and also delivered a 
\“Burlesque Lecture on Woman's 
Rights.” 

Sewing machine patents were 


granted to J. M. Singer and A. B. 
Wilson. 





1852 

Do They Miss Me at Home? w.. 
m.. S. M. Grannis. Boston: Oliver 
Ditson & Co., cop. 1852 

Ever of Thee. w.. George Lin- 
ley. m., Foley Hall. London: J. A. 
Turner [,1852]. 

Lily Dale. w., m., H. S. Thomp- 


| 
son. 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 39 
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Boston: Oliver Ditson & Ce., 


cop. 1852. 


Massa’s in De Cold Ground. w.. | 


m., Stephen Collins Foster. 
Pond & Co., cop. 1852. 
The Reck Beside the Sea. w., ” 
m., Charles Crozat Converse. Phil- 
adelphia: Lee & Walker, cop. 1852. 
The Young Folks at Home. w 
Frank Spencer., m., 
Livingston 
Minstrels). 
1852. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” was published. Sales 
eventually mounted into the hun- 
dreds of thousands. 
Flotow’s» opera ‘Martha” 
performed in the U. S. 
Daniel Webster and Henry Clay, 


Firth, 


Miss Hattie 
‘composed for Wood's 
T. S. Berry & Co., cop. 


Was 





two great American statesmen. 
died 
$53 
Khe Hazel Deil. w., m.. Wurzel 


pseud. of George Frederick Root 
William Hall & Son, cop. 1853 
My O'?d Kentucky Home, Good 


Night. w., m., Stephen Collins 
Foster. Firth, Pond & Co., cop. 


1853. 

Old Dog Tray. 
Collins Foster. 
cop. 1853. 

Commodore Vanderbilt, Hudson 
River shipping magnate and later 
railroad king, built the yacht 
“North Star’ which cost him 
$1,500 a day to operate. 

Franklin Pierce became 
dent. 

The horse Conqueror, a gelding, 


w., m., Stephen 
Firth, Pond & Co., 


presi- 


ran 100 miles in 8 hrs., 55 mins., | 


53 sec., winning a $3,000 to $1,000 
wager that the stretch couldn't be 
traversed in 9 _ hours Union 


Course, Long Island), 
Henry Engelhard Steinway and 


Jonas Chickering were working on 
pianos with strings stretched atop 
metal frames (a great invention 
which gave world-wide impetus to 
piano building). 

The Crystal Palace opened in 
New York w:th a world’s fair. ‘The 
building was destroyed by fire 
three months later.) So, also, Fran- 
conis Hippodrome which seated 
4,000. The latter offered 
races, clowns, ostrich races and 
stag hunts, and had a price seale 
ranging from 25c. to $1 per per- 
formance. 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” the play, 
ran a year at the Chatham Thea- 
tre, N. Y. “Camille” was on the 
boards with Jean Davenport in the 
lead. 


The world of feminine fashions 


avidly copied Empress Eugenie 
styles (Eugenie that year became 
Louis Napoleon’s wife and em- 
press). 

Know Nothing secret political | } 
movement—which opposed _ the | 
Roman Catholics—began in New 
York. 


Commodore Matthew C. Perry, 
U.S. N., 
Kurihama Beach and gave him 
President Fillmore’s letter to the 
Emperor, which the following year 
resulted in a treaty of peace and 
amity that gave American ships 


(whaling and China trade) access | 
of Japanese ports and opened com- | 
mercial relations between the U. S. 


and Japan. 





1854 
Hard Times Come Again No 
More. w., m., Stephen Collins Fos- 
ter. Firth, Pond & Co., cop. 1854. 


Jeannie with the Light Brown) 
m., Stephen Collins Fos- | 
ter. Firth, Pond & Co., cop. 1854. | 


Hair. w., 


The Monastery Bells — original 


French title: Les Cloches Du Men- | 


astere. Piano solo. m., Louis Al- 


fred Lefebure-Wely, op. 54, No. 1. | 
New | 


Berlin: Schlesinger [,1854): 
York: F. Schuberth & Co., [,1854]; 
Munich: Jos. Aibl [,1855). 
lished earlier in Paris.) 

Poet and Peasant Overture— 
original German title: Dichter und 
Bauer. Orch. composition. m.., 
Franz von Suppe. Munich: Jos 
Aibl [,1854]. 

There's Music in the Air. Hymn 


for SATB with piano accompani- | 


ment. w., Frances Jane Crosby 
(Mrs. Alexander 
m.. George Frederick Root. 
Hall & Son [,1854). 

What Is Home Without a 
Mother? w.. m., Alice Hawthorne 


Wm. 


[pseud. of Septimus Winner]. Phil- | 


adelphia: Lee & Walker, cop. 1854. 

Willie. We Have Missed You. 
¥.. m., Stephen Collins Foster. 
‘irth, Pond & Co. cop. 1854. 
‘Movement, “Vaterland in Zeiinen 
Gauen’) 


4 
v 


Walter Hunt, having invented 
the safety pin, now invented the 
paper collar. 

The Whig party, along with sev- 
eral minor groups, was fused into 
the Republican party. 

The hoop skirt,‘a creation sup- 
ported by steel wires and tape. 
was the latest feminine wardrobe 
addition. 


The U. S. moved steadily West 


with opening of the Nebraska and 


Kansas territories. 
(Continued next week's issue) 


chariot | 


met the Lord of Toda on | 


‘(Pub- | 


Van Alstyne). | 


} 
| 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 

RCA-Victor signed Ike Carpen- 
ter’s six-piece band . .. Fred Rob- 
bins denies he has an interest in 
the New Clique Club, New York; 
States he’s only on a salary basis 
Louis Armstrong's all-star 
group, now at the Apollo theatre. 
did two tele shows, the Ed Sulli- 
van “Toast of the Town” program 
Sunday (20) and Eddie Condon’s 
WPIX broadcast last night ‘Tues.) 
: Harry Link is not general 
manager of Feist; he’s general pro- 
fessional manager. Abe Olman is 
general manager of all Big Three 


Tom Breneman’s, which will shift 
to new cognomen when Woody 
| Herman opens month siand Dec. 7 
Marianne Dunne has given 
her exit notice to Ted Weems, with 
whose orch she’s been 
Thrush is quitting the biz to marry. 
Weems’ band, incidentally, in draw- 
ing 2,360 admishes last Friday, 
gave Aragon ballroom its brightest 
Friday biz in many months 
Desi Arnaz doing a one-niter at 
Trianon ballroom on Saturday ‘27) 
Dave Cavanaugh orch play- 
ing Pasadena Civie Dec. 10 and 11 
Alvino Rey band will start 
coasting after Dec. 9 stand at Frank 


firms Billy Usher returning to Dailey’s Meadowbrook. N. J.. road- 
business as single after two year | pouce sree will break up wiitie 
absence Doc Berger, Leeds leader lounges at home here til 
disk jockey contact man, swings | . fer first of year, then re-form for 
through the south on long trip be- | y jother tour. PA 
ginning next week ; P 
Holl d Chicago 
olly woo Joseph Cole, concert baritone 


replaces George Tozzi in the ‘“Sa- 
lute to Gershwin” at College Inn 


Duke Ellington booked for three 


weeks, starting Feb. 1 at Holly- 
wood Empire Room, the present (Continued on page 40) 
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Recorded by — ANNE SHELTON (London) * RAY McKINLEY (Victor) 

MARGARET WHITING (Capito!) . HELEN FORREST (M-G-M) 

HARRY JAMES (Columbia) ’ DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
DICK HAYMES and the ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 


pvc 


Recorded by 
THE SPORTSMEN 
ARTHUR GODFREY (Decca ° 
BOB HOUSTON (M-G-M ‘ 
THE WAYFARERS [London , 
EODY HOWARD 


IN LOVELAND 


DENNIS DAY Victor . 


Ss 
SSS 
croft) (= 


PHI: BRITO (Mus 
BING CROSBY (Decca) ” § . 
MAPLE CITY FOUR (Mercury) 

WAYNE-OELL TRIO 


Cupitol . 


JERRY (Columbia) 
JACK OWENS (Tower) 
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Mercury) . 
OWEN. BRADLEY 


VAUGHN MONROE Victor ’ GUY lt 
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Recorded by — 
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EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca ° TEO BLACK & DICK BYRON (Dana) 


JACK FINA (Mercury 
Decca 


Recorded by- BttTY RHODES (Victor) * 
TOMMY. TUCKER [(Columbic ° GORDON JENKINS 
EODY HOWARD 
VARSITY ORCH 


BILLY BUTTERFIELD. (C 
JACK CARROLL (Natrona 


(Mercury) 


& FRANK ursit . 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


George Simon Music Co. has already received $80,000 in wax royal- 
ties this year (half of which must be given to writers) though firm 
hasn't had a really sock song hit. It’s not done with mirrors either; 
just the backs of top tune platters. The underside of Margaret Whit- 
ing’s “Tree In the Meadow” is “I’m Sorry, But I’m Glad”; King Cole’s 
“Nature Boy” is bracketed with ‘Lost April”; Dinah Shore’s “Buttons 
and Bows" is mated to “Daddy-O”; Tex Beneke’s “St. Louis Blues 
March” is paired with “Cherokee Canyon”; Ray McKinley's “Airesay” 
is backed by “Cincinnati.”” Simon has each of those underslung tunes, 
which are reaping in the same publisher-writer royalties on sales as 
are the hits to which they are mated 


Frankie Laine has been offered $7,500 through General Amus. Co 
to essay eight concerts in Honolulu auditorium, once nightly, starting 
Feb. 17. Acceptance is contingent on just what sort of a background 
group singer can muster to backstop him The offer includes free 
transportation for himself, but Laine positively refuses to work at any 
time sans his pianist-arranger Carl Fischer, and wants to handpick a 
rhythm section. Laine reportedly is also holding out for free roundtrip 
transportation for at least four men before taking the island 
Proposition is that singer will stand salaries of his crew if the Honolulu 
promoter will underwrite the plane ride for the sidemen 


ouer 


Beryl Davis has split with her manager. Willard Alexander. Chirp, 
who recently married KFWB disk jock Peter Potter, wants to sta) 
anchored on the Coast, while Alexander flatly told her she’d have to 
take tours to keep moving, now that she will not be renewed on Lucky 
Strike “Hit Parade,” and there is doubt as to her option being picked up 
by RCA-Victor. Miss Davis has been getting $1,250 weekly warbling 
opposite Frank Sinatra on “Hit Parade.” In not renewing her option, 


which would have called for tilt to $1,500, American Tobacco will 
economize, for Eileen Wilson, who replaces the British singer starting 
Dec. 4, will be getting a reported $450 weekly. 


Louis Prima expects to run his star filly, Pennymaker, in the Santa 
Anita Derby and other important stakes at the Santa Anita race meet 


after the first of the year. Maestro, who has been an owner of a 
racing stable for more than two years, put the Pennymaker filly out 
of action temporarily last spring after she developed buck shins, but 


expects to run her at the Fair Ground, 
the Coast 
currently 


New Orleans, then ship her to 
Freddy Martin is perhaps the only other name band maestro 
dabbling in horse racing. 

Columbia Records apparently has given up all intention of ever re- 
opening its huge King’s Mills, Cincinnati, pressing plant. Company 
has disposed of much of the equipment installed there, or moved it to 
other production points, and did likewise with materials. In addition, 
CRC recently disposed of real estate it held in the area, consisting of 
private homes constructed for employees of the factory King’s Mill 
was the largest in the Columbia string of production points. 


Gene Norman, KFWB disk jockey, has made a deal with Modern 
Records to issue 15 albums of wax recorded during various jazz con- 
certs he has promoted hereabouts in 1947. Norman will get a cut of 
the sales gross and, in turn, pay the performers the flat recording scale 
which prevailed a year ago. Musicians’ Local 47 will not permit Norman 
to release on disks recordings of concerts held since the ban became 
effective last Jan. 1. 

Henry Spitzer got 1,000 Columbia disks of one of his debut songs as 
a music publisher, “Little Jack Frost Get Lost,” pressed back-to-back 
with the same tune. These are for disk jocks to forfend “playing the 
wrong side”. Tune is by Albert Stillman and Seger Ellis, and Frankie 
Carle did the Col disking. 
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London 

Danger of overwork has com- 
pelled Peter Yorke to renee 
batoning his orchestra at the Savoy 
theatre for the “Cage Me a Pea- 
cock” show. Yorke will continue 
to be the show’s musical director, 
but musician-arranger Bob Busby 
will conduct in his place. 

Ted Heath’s son, Bobby, is to 
join the Eddie Palmer group which 
is to play opposite the Ray Elling- 
ton Quartet at Fischer's Restau- 
rant, Bond street 


Hollywood 


Goddard Lieberson. chiet of Co- 


lumbia Records’ Masterworks dli- 
vision, in from N.Y for week 
checkup of coast operations. Capi- 
tol set deal through Metro for 


houses showing “Words and Music 
to play Margaret Whiting’s “Rodg- 
ers and Hart” album over p.a. sys- 
tems at intermissions, in addition 
to disk jockey tieups Robert 
Bilder, former N.Y. lawyer turned 
composer, inked to do five songs 
for Vinson Productions’ ‘‘Enchant- 
ed Dream” Charles Gaynor, 
“Lend an Ear,” 


author-composer ot 
cleffing two special musical num- 
bers which Andy Kussell will use 


on his p.a. tour Frankie Laine 
goes into E] Rancho. Las Vegas, 
for two weeks, starting Feb. 2 at 
flat $4,500 per stanza Rhonda 
Fleming and Bob Hope recording 
“A Thousand Violins” and “Lucky 
Us” for Paramount’s “‘Easy Does 
It’ 





On the Upbeat 








———— (Continued from page 39 


of Hotel Sherman Tozzi goes to 
Gotham for role in “Rape ot Lu- 
cretia” John Lewis, former 


now heading BMI Cin- 
Floyd Hunt, 


orch leader, 
cinnati office 
combo leader and composer of 
“Fool That I Am,” signed a p.m 
pact with Don Haymes Irv% 
Barg, Robbins Music rep, also tak- 
ing over Miller Publishing Co.'s 
Chi operation. Claudia Mor- 
gan, singer, joins Freddie Slack’s 
orch for theatre dates “Fliuri,” 
new tune written by Mrs. Nancy 
Cavanaugh Jacobson, wife of Chez 


Paree owner, introduced on ABC 
Mercury Records presents 
“Jazz at Philharmonic” at Chi 
|; Opera House Nov. 26. 
Kansas City 
Harl Smith orch back in the 


home town for a stand in the Drum 











ew Continued from page 35 =e 


disk, 
makers are figuring on adding the 
third speed to their products. 
Capehart, for example, is said to 
be planning a machine capable of 
reproducing at all three—78, 45 
and 331s. 

Victor, 


incidentally, is keeping 


But the majority of its distributors 





development, and rival recording 
company executives are cognizant 
of the company’s plans even to the 
time it will be introduced. 


Victor’s following in the foot- 
steps of CR with its own long-play- 
ing disks (which won't actually 
spin as long as Columbia’s in view 
of the slower turntable speed) is 
not quite understandable. Victor 
assertedly was given an _ oppor- 





urrently 


AMOS 'N’ ANDY SHOW 


Sunday, C BS 
STANDARD DECCA 
TRANSCRIPTIONS RECORDS 
Exclusive Management: 
FEDERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
$734 Sunset, Hollywood CR. 55251 


keting of the 33!3 sides, as were 
other companies. The offer was 
rejected, probably in the belief 
that the public would not accept 
a recording which required a. 
changeover in equipment. 
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CROMWELL TRIO 


Nov. 22 Concluded 20 Weeks at 


FLAGSHIP, Highway 29, UNION, N. J. 
Nov. 24 Starting 8-Week Engagement 


CAFE beaches + hanna N.Y. 


Exclusive Management 


‘ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 























New York 


I Beverly Hills 
745 5th Ave. Pl. 9-4600 


FI. Bev Hills Flot 


liver 


its intentions strictly under cover. | 


and dealers are well aware of the) 


tunity to join Columbia in the mar- | ; 
| Ruppert Trio and organist Johnny | 


Room of the President hotel 


‘|Hal MelInytre orch tollowed Bob 
that Victor is figuring on a 45 rpm | 


radio and record equipment. . 


Astor into the Pla-Mor Ballroom 

. . Steve Kisley crew holding 
down the bandstand at El Casbah 
of the Bellerive hotel Wayne 
Gregg orch down from Chi for a 
few weeks in the Terrace Grill of 
the Muehlebach hotel. Carleen 
Kayler has the vocal assignment 
with the Gregg aggregation 


Pittsburgh 

Leo Angelo orch, which played 
Vogue Terrace with Page Cava- 
naugh Trio, goes back into that 
spot again Dec. 13... David Carey 
on the vibes has joined Deuces 
| Wild at Carnival Lounge until 
trombonist Tommy Turk winds up 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” tour 
Nick Summa, pianist formerly with 
Copa band, and Jimmy Emmert, 
ex-Hal McIntyre trombonist, have 
gone with Baron Elliott outfit... 
Wilbur Hildenbrand is new piano 
and celeste man with Billy Catizone 
orch at Terrace Room Bob 


Mitchell had options up at Holly- 
wood Show Bar .. . Hi Edwards’ 


; |Bands at Hotel B. 


| governing writers. 
‘to Gilbert’s demand that the board 


\before any attempt 


| band playing for weekend dances | 


at Erectors Society, private club. 











Band Reviews 


Continued from page 38 











preneur, has a piece of the outfit. 
At any rate the band’s long run 
here and its -attendant air dates 
(10 to 20 coast-to-coasters a week) 
have given the new orch a full- 
dress launching. 

Although he lays down the beat 
for the dance-minded Click Audi- 
ence, Williams has followed closely 
the Thornhill style. The Hubie 
Wheeler arrangements set a dis- 
tinctive melodic pattern even 
though they permit hewing to the 
conventional dance time. 

Williams, who carries the vocal 

burdens by himself, sings ballads 
in a relaxed manner that goes over 
with the sex Kinsey has yet to re- 
port upon. Jimmy Lyons’ pianistics 
are a distinct asset, and Alec Fila, 
a local favorite and a former 
| batoneer, paces the brass section. 
| Personnel numbers 11, with two 
| trumpets, two trombones, four sax, 
i piano, bass and drums. Gagh. 


oped by George W. Meyer, who | 


‘method of distribution to pub- 


O.’s 


Covers Tota) 

Weeks Past Covers 

Bund Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin.......Waldorf (400; $2) ...... -» 7 2,600 19,525 
Ray McKinley* . New Yorker (400; $1-$1. 50). 7 1,025 17,125 
Guy Lombardo .... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)...... 8 2,700 20,475 
Tommy Dorsey . Pennsylvania (450; $1.50-$2)... 7 1,725 12,750 


* New Yorker, ice show; Waldorf, Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy. 





Chicago 


Bernie Cummins (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 300, $2.50 min., $1 cover), 
Weather nipped at first week. Fairish 1,500. 


Skitch Henderson (College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.), 
“Salute to Gershwin” revue keeping room buzzing. Good 3,200. 

Del Courtney (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700, $1.20 cover). Victor 
Lombardo closed Thursday (18). Fine 3,400 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650, $3.50 min., $1 
cover). Frankie Masters’ plus new ice revue, sock 3,800. 

Joel Merman (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
New Show with Myrus iured nice crowd. Neat 2,000. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550, $3.50 min., $1 
cover). Small conventions holding next to final week to moderate 
2,800. 

Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin-Florence Desmond (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). Fair 


3,000. 


Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Good 3,200. 


Kay Thompson, Williams Bros., Hal Sandack (Beverly Wilshire, 400: 

$1 cover, plus $4 minimum). Capacity 2,000 first four days. 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). Harvey Stone, Gracie 
Barrie, Vagabonds light 3,000. 

Sherman Hayes (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Opened Wed. (17). 
First week trim 2,500. 

Teddy Phillips (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Dipped to mild 12,300. 


Orrin Tucker (Trianon, 
smart 12,000. 


$1-$1.15 adm.). Holding well in second week: 


Los Angeles 


Lawrence Welk (Palladium B., Hollywood, 4th wk.). Strong 12,000. 
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| ASCA a t | manager, is “a rank failure,” Cun- 
| 0as ningham said. He said the organi- 


zation “sorely needs a general man- 




















——= Continued from page 35 Qo «ager of the stature of Jim Farley 
suit was a civil one. Ahlert told, 0 Eric Johnston” to rep the group. 
members many theatreS AFC NOW pee 
putting the taxes into escrow pend- 
ing final court ruling on the per- By WALTER WINCHELL 
formance rights so the Society will Thi | Like: 
this year be deprived of about ——TRIags e: 
$400,000, although he insisted "The D 

aie . seco EP P 
ASCAP will finally win and coin — RIVER BOYS" Platter of 
will flow into its coffers. Since 99 
quarterly payment royalties are R INN | i ] 
about six months behind collec- CCESS ll Ca\ en 
tions, the dent hasn’t shown up s 
yet. (For first three quarters this 
year, ASCAP paid more than a 
$6,000,000 melon cutting, about LUTZ BROS. MUSIC Co., INC. 
=" to the same period last | 6272 Sunset Bivd. 
ear 

Hollyweod 28, Cal. 

Ahlert disclosed ASCAP will set. . ‘ 

up a television rate structure early | 











next year to be retroactive to Jan. 
1, 1949. Present telerights are $1 l 
yearly, a mere gesture. Under the | 
bylaws 80° of the members must | 
agree to the Society becoming an| 
agent for handling of tunes on| 
video. Some 78% already ac: | 
quiesced. 

Vet songwriter Robert MacGim- | 
sey left members gasping by stat-| 
ing flatly that ASCAP’s salva tion | 
only is if the film companies divest | 
themselves of their pubbery sub- 
sidiaries. Gilbert won an admission 
from Ahlert that ASCAP toppers 
are quietly planning a change in 
the classification structure now 
Ahlert agreed 








It’s a Dilly! 


AVEND 


BLUE 


(Dilly Dilly) 
Santly-Joy, Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New Yerk 











notify all members at least 60 days 
is made to} 
change the classification system, | 
and that members receive copies | 
of proposed changes. This plan | 
has been in the works for some | 
time, incidentally. It was devel-| 








UNIVERSAL RECORD — JUST RELEASED 


“JUST ONCE MORE” 


Backed with 


“DON’T EVER FORGET” 


JOAN BROOKS 


Hi, LO, JACK AND THE DAME 


originally developed the current) 


lishers. 


Cunningham, departing from 
script, said he believes ASCAP is 
making a “grave mistake” by func- 
tioning without a general manager 
since John G. Paine died two years | 
ago. The four-man “consulting | 
committee” which took over, in-| 
stead of a $40,000 yearly general’ 
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LAUREL 




















DINAH SHORE 
COLUMBIA RECORD 


MUSIC -CO 1619 Broadway. New Yor 
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Miami Beach Talent War Claims First 
Quarter Drops Shows 


Victim; Latin 


Miami Beach, Nov. 

The Latin Quarter, Miami Beach, | 
has withdrawn from the Florida 
talent sweepstakes. E. M. Loew, 
spot’s owner, and Lou Walters, co- 
owner with Loew in the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., who was booking 
the Florida spot, settled on a 
straight eatery with music policy 
foliowing decision not to attempt 
to compete with the Miami Beach 
bonifaces who have adopted a 
“pudget be hanged” attitude in the 
purchase of top performers. 

Loew and Walters decided to} 
drop shows after Abbott and Cos- | 
tello were forced to cancel their | 
February date at spot because of a 
new film commitment at Universal- 
International. In shopping around | 
for a replacement, they found that 
the cream of the names have been 
siphoned off by the competition, | 
and what was available was offered 
at prices which they thought to be 
out of line. Rather than take a/| 
certain financial loss, they decided 
to abandon shows. 

Duo had Olsen & Johnson set to 
open the Latin Quarter, late De- 
cember. If the comedy team are 
not sold elsewhere for that period, 
it’s likely that Loew and Walters 
will use them in their N. Y. cafe 
Same applies to the Candyce-King 
dancers, who were booked for a 
13-week term in Florida. 

Walters, since Abbott & Costel- 
lo’s cancellation, is also faced with 
the necessity of finding a headliner 
for the N. Y. spot following current 
run of Sophie Tucker. Rudy Val- 
Jee was being negotiated for, but 
deal is now in abeyance, inasmuch 
as Walters and Loew may have to 

lay Olsen & Johnson in that spot 
ae Bary 


Indie Agents Will Now 
Book German Acts For 
GI’s in Occupied Areas’ 


Bad Nauheim, Nov. 16 
Special Services German Show 
Circuit did a fadeout Nov. 1, with 
»independent agents taking over the 
stint of booking German acts for 
soldier clubs throughout the occu- 
pied area. 





| 





Under the new deal, military | 
posts may contact {individual acts 
direct or through agents on the 


approved and recommended Office | 
of Military Government, U. S. In- 
formation Control Division, list. 
Move was in line with the overa!] | 
policy of returning business to Ger- | 
mans. 

Technical supervision over post 
operation in hiring of German tal- 
ent will be exercised by the Enter- 
tainment Branch of Special Serv- | 
ices. The elimination of the Ger- 
man talent circuit leaves the Allied 
Civilian Shows circuit supplying 
outside —talent—British, French, | 
Italian, Dutch, Belgian and Danish | 
—to clubs in All zones. 
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| 
Three Cafe Men Held In | 
St. Loo Nitery Murder | 

St. Louis, Nov. 23. | 

Three employees of the Kitty | 
Kat Club last week were indicted | 
by a local grand jury in connec- | 
tion with the fatal shooting of 
Donald Tierney, 19, a customer, | 
last September in a row in the | 
club. Frank Hickey, a bartender, | 


' 


was indicted on a first-degree mur- } 
der charge; Paul Martorell, co-| 


| owner, and Lee Deering, bouncer. 


are charged with being accessories. 

Tierney was shot when he went 
to the aid of a companion who had 
been attacked by several unidenti- 
fied persons. The row is alleged to 
have started when remarks were 
made to a girl companion of 
Tierney’s friend. 





Vivienne Segal Buys 
Out of Embassy Pact 
To Preem at Le Directoire | 


Vivienne Segal suddenly switched 
her cafe debut from the Embassy 
to Le Directoire, N. Y., last night 
23), but had to buy her way out of 
the Embassy pact by payment of 
$1,000. 

Sequence 





of had Miss} 
Segal set to open at the Embassy, | 
Nov. 3, at $100 pius 14 of the re- 


events 


iceipts over $12,900. Shortly before | 


the opening, Miss Segal was taken | 
ill and opening was postponed for | 
10 days. Meanwhile, she wanted 
a more certain guarantee and con- 
iract was revised with a $500 sal- | 
ary and breaking point of $14,500. | 
However, songstress subsequently | 
wanted a complete out from the 
Embassy contract, and when Le} 
Directoire offer was made at $1,000 | 
weekly, settlement was arranged by | 
her attorneys, Silverstone & Ro-| 
senthal, for $1,000 in order to re- 
imburse the club for sum spent in | 
publicity and advertising. 


| 
} 


j 


In the process of switching 
clubs, Miss Segal also switched | 
jagents. Jack Lear & Milton Ben- | 


der. originally in on the deal, were | 
succeeded by Gloria Safier, who | 
handled Le Directoire booking. | 








Danny Thomas Lines Up | 
Cafe Dates at $7,500. 


Danny Thomas will do a series 
of cafe dates before going into La- | 
Boheme, Miami Beach, in Febru- | 
ary. 

Comic has signed for the Chase | 
hotel, St. Louis, Jan. 7; Latin | 


Quarter, Boston, Jan. 16, and the | 


| 
| 


| tion, 
| will provide quarters for the act. 


| toppers 


| bands. 





William Ornstein 


@ practical publicist and film 
merchandiser 
reviews the 


“Growth of the Roof- 
less Theatre — 750 
Drive-Ins Today Do 
Big B.O.”’ 


* . 
en editorial feature in 


VARIETY '8 


43d Anniversary Number 
Due Soon 
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Ink Spots First 
Negro Act to Play 
Top Florida Spot 


Miami, Nov. 23. 


First colored act to play for 


| white audience in deep south will 
be the Ink Spots, definitely booked 
|for Dec. 23 opening at the big 


Monte Carlo Club here. 
Operator Tony Lopez is break- 


|ing precedent rather than the law. | 
| There never has been any official 


ukase against colored performers 
in city or state. Lopez is the 
Clover Club bandleader who is in- 


| vesting his savings in the custom 


breaking policy. 

Supporting acts will 
with Jerry and Jane 
skedded and a novelty turn being 
dickered. for. Set to follow 
Ink Spots who are in on one week 
with option, is Bill Robinson. 
modernized hotel 
completely 


be ofay, 


in colored sec- 
air-conditioned, 


Deal has been okayed by top 


| police officials in Miami and all 


the way down the line from state 
in Taliahassee. 
pected that in addition to Ku Klux 
Klan opposition, Ministry will op- 
pose on basis of possible results 
from such action. 

Ink Spots fee for stint is $4,500 
weekly. Signed contract is now 
in local American Guild of Variety 
Artists office according to Jerry 
Hirsch, regional director. Lopez, 
besides operating will head up 
Controversy about innova- 
tion on nitery scene here is ex- 
pected to lead to sellout crowd. 


Hamilton Vice Sully 
Holiywood, Nov. 23. 





Fred Hamilton has joined the! 


Coast office of Music Corp. of 
America cafe and theatre dept. re- 
placing Joe Sully, who shifted to 
New York. 

Sully was moved to the N. Y. 
office to strengthen the cafe dept. 
following promotion of Johnny 
Greenhut, who moved from the 
cafe division to television dept. 


Brandow | 
the | 


Re- | 


It’s exX- | 


AGVA, AFM Midwest Jurisdictional Tiff 
Awaiting Barto, Petrillo Parley 


4 
» 





Settlement of the tiff between 
jthe American Guild of Variety 
| Artists and the American Federa- 
tion o1 Musicians may have to wait 
Retrench on Talent Costs \for parleys between Dewey Barto, 
Atlantic City, Nov. 23. |AGVA’s national administrative 
About the only added attraction secretary, and James C. Petrillo, 
here for Thanksgiving day will be | AFM head. Barto has been seek- 
the weather, which has been be-|ing a talk with Petrillo, but hasn't 
yond most expectations this fall,| yet been able to contact the AFM 
to the delight of the visitors and | president. 
conventioners. | Cafe musicians are still out in 
Night clubs seem to have given; Kansas City, Des Moines, Wichita 
up the ghost entirely. Not a single | and Omaha, while nitery perform- 
club is carrying an ad in the local|ers are working those spots. Dis- 


A. C. Hotels, Niteries 


papers as of the past weekend. | pute between both unions flared up 
This doesn’t mean they are all|over the status of a Kansas City 
closed, simply that they aren’t|marimba player who takes occa- 


spending money for advertising, or cafe dates. AGVA rep in 
shows. As a matter of fact those | Kansas City, Vincent Lee, insisted 
remaining open are coasting along | that Vera Claire McNary work un- 
sans shows depending upon biz. |'der an AGVA contract, while AFM 
Boardwalk spots have cut talent | heads following Petrillo’s edict of 
budgets to the bone with a few| last June, insisted that her work 
rhumba bands, trios and organ|came under AFM jurisdiction. In 
musie all that is left. The excep-|the ensuing dispute, AFM pulled 
tion is the Mayflower which has|out all cafe musicians. AGVA 
Pedro Albani and runs Rhumba | members continued to work. 
, contests, and the Traymore with There had been at one time a 
| Cal Gilford. |working agreement between AGVA 
| land the AFM whereby any side- 
| 


" men who sing or dance would join 
Rosen Sues Lou Irwin 


| AGVA, just as singers who play an 


| sional 











|instrument belong to the AFM. 
dil | However, Petrillo issued a ukase 
| In Commission Row iforbidding AFM members from 


| ) ° _,|Jjoining any other union in the en- 
| Over Hayes Bookings | te:tainment field. 

Matty Rosen, N. Y. agent, has| If and when Barto talks to Pe- 
| filed suit against Coast percenter | trillo, it’s expected that the status 
|Lou Irwin in the N. Y., supreme | of harmonica players will also be 
court claiming breach of contract | Settled. Until this year, harmonica 
regarding eastern bookings of Pe-|Players beionged to AGVA exclu- 
ter Lind Hayes. Rosen claims that | sively, but, during the current rec- 
|in June, 1946, Irwin entered into | 0rd ban, Petrillo ordered them into 
an agreement with him in which|the AFM fold in order to prevent 
he (Rosen) was to be Hayes’ east-|them from making disks. 

jern representative and would re-| 


‘ceive 5% of all sums earned by | ° ; 
apes on these Pevwsong ; ‘Hollywood Nitery Folds 
Owing Cole, Calloway; 











It’s claimed that Hayes has had 
approximately $200,000 worth of 
work in the east since that time 
|and commissions would have GAC Eyes AGVA Bond 
amounted to $10,000. Rosen claims 
that a balance of $8,700 is still Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
| outstanding and is suing for that American Federation of Musi- 
amount. cians has mig eng nip — 
Irwin, through his attorneys, | 4'tists Corp. t at the Long Beac 
Goldfarb, Vallon & Mirenberg, en-| ®!te€ry, Club Moderne, whtich ~_ 
|tered a general denial, claiming | @¢n!) shuttered, owes a total o 
that the contract for Rosen was| $3.922 to two GAC attractions, 
|for specific dates on which $1,300| King Cole Trio and Cab Calloway 
has already been paid. Irwin also | Combo, v hich recently played two 
claims that the pact was for one | “€eks each at spot. 
year only and no commissions were| It is understood that Moderne, 
due after expiration of initial con-| upon closing had a cash bond of 
tract. approximately $1,500 posted at 
AGVA office here. Both Carlos 
Castel, manager of Cole, and the 
Hartmans, Shay To | GAC execs here are attempting to 
‘ | swing this coin in their direction. 
Play Wedgwood Room | py¢ pond was filed with AGVA 
Wedgwood Room of the Waldorf-| months ago to cover acts which 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., has lined up) pjaved spot. At the time of the 
the Hartmans to go in Dec. 16, and fojdo no AGVA performers were 
Dorothy Shay for Jan. 13. on the bill, and no coin is owed 


Another act is to be signed for any AGVA turn for past dates at 
each bill. | the club. 








, TT 








Town Casino, Buffalo, Jan. 24. 
. ————— 
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Nitery Ops May Peti 


Matinee Ban; Say They Need Extra Biz 


Nitery owners are looking 
matinee gimmicks to increase rev- 
enues to the break-even point. It's 
now felt that with current operat- 
ing costs, most cafes are unable to 
pay off with the eight to ten hours 
of nighttime operation. Conse- 
quently, they must look to increase 
the number of hours in which they 
can operate 

Many N. Y. niteries have 
the problem with matinee rhumba 
sessions. Cafes such as the Em- 
bassy, Havana-Madrid, China Doll 
and a few others get SRO business 
on weekend matinees 

Latest wrinkle that h started 
in cafes outside of New York, 
the booking of large matinee par- 
ties. The Latin Casino, Philadel- 
phia, for example, was able to in- 
crease its profit on the Lena 
Horne engagement by setting up 
two affairs for local organizations, 
both of which were held on Sun- 
days, when the cafe is usually 
elosed. 


solved 


aS 


1S 


The Latin Quarter, Boston, sim- | 


ilarly booked a daytime shindig 

when Ted Lewis was at the spot. 
However, it’s seen that the mat- 

inee party angle cannot last until 


the American Guild of Variety 
Artists changes current regula- 


tions forbidding matifiee sessions. 
Mickey Redstone has been called 
up by the union to explain the 
matinee show, and it’s unlikely that 
he'll be able to continue them. 

It’s believed that individual 
nitery operators will continue to 
attempt deals for matinee sessions. 
Pitches are expected to increase 
if business declines. It will be ar- 
gued that many clubs will be 
forced to close unless new ave- 
nues of revenue are found. AGVA 
may reconsider its stand if it’s the 
onl& way to permit some cafes to 
remain open. 


New Aud for Canton, O. 


Canton, O., Nov. 23 

Canton officials have given green 
light to architects for detailed 
drawings for the city’s new $925.- 
000 arena-type auditorium, con- 
tracts for which will be let next 
April. 

The new auditorium, in the 
northern section, will replace the 
old auditorium building in down- 
town Canton which twice has been 





offered for sale, and will be re-' 
advertised. Only one bid, of $226,- 
100, was received. Proceeds from / 


sale of the old auditorium will be 
applied on the new structure. 


to + 





Boreo Longhair Click In 
N.Y. Debut; Grosses $1,250 


Emile Boreo, who first appeared 
before American audiences in the 
“Chauve Souris,” gave his first 
longhair type concert at the N. Y. 


Times Hall Saturday (20) before a 
capacity crowd, grossing $1,250. 
Singer, as a result of his appear- 
ances, has obtained several con- 
cert offers. and may desert cafes 
temporarily to take advantage of 
them 

Boreo performed for about two 
hours, reprising the “Chauve 
Souris” numbers as well as tunes 


for the concert. 


Bobhy Breen ‘Forced’ 
Landing Scouted As 
Stunt for Publicity 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Investigation has been started to 
determine if Bobby Breen, who 
was found late last night at Glid- 
den, Wis., after searchers had 
combed area 36 hours for his miss- 
ing plane, was pulling a publicity 
stunt. 

P-4, singer and former child film 
star were reported missing Sunday 
night, and air authorities sent doz- 
ens of planes scouting wilderness 
area. Breen had just finished an 
engagement at the Oriental theatre, 
Chicago, and was going to Hay- 
ward, Wis., on deer hunting trip. 
Police found him in hotel Glidden, 
where he claims to have been 
forced down due to bad weather. 
However, he didn’t report to police 
or air officials while absence was 
being headlined throughout mid- 
west and radiocast. 


written especially 











NITERY DATES 


Andy Russell, ts a Jan. 30 starter 
at the Latin Quarter, Boston. 

Merry Macs slated for the Ca- 
sino, Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Evelyn Knight goes into Keith’s, 
Dayton, Nov. 25. 

Myron Cohen is booked for the 
Latin Quarter, Boston, Feb. 13. 

Harry Richman signed for the 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, Dee. 25. 

Helen Forrest into the Copaca- 
bana, Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

Sonny Skylar pacted for the Em- 


'bassy, Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 


|! and dancing rule. 


tion AGVA to Relay Debonairs’ Paris Click 


Delays Capitol Date 


The Debonairs will continue at 
the Club Lido. Paris, until May, 
thus cancelling out their Capitol 


theatre, N. Y. commitment, which | 


was to have started Dec, 23. Walter 
Long, Jr., has been signed to re- 
place them at the theatre. 
Debonairs are also slated to play 
the Palladium, London, and a 
Cannes nitery at the conclusion of 


their Lido date. Capitol date will | 


be played at a later time. 





Early Shuttering Of 
Montreal Cafes Seen 
Hurting Holiday Biz 


Montreal, Nov. 23 
With local boites prepping for a 


heavy Christmas and New Year’s 


‘trade, Premier Maurice Duplessis 


cooled things off on Saturday (20 
with the announcement that all 
night clubs, grills, and cafes must 
shut down tight at 11 p.m. on 


Christmas Eve and 2 a.m. sharp on 


New Year’s Day. 


According to Duplessis, this de- | 
cision was reached after a request | 


had been made by Msgr. J. A. 
Valois diocesan director of Cath- 
olic Action, and by Eugene Simard, 


K.C. and Mrs. W. Major, co-chair- | 


man of the same outfit 

At the press conference, the 
Premier emphasized that, “when 
I say close the doors at 11 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve. I don’t imply that 
the owners will close their doors 
and continue to do business inside 
Sale of liquor must stop at 11 p.m 
So must drinking.” 

Duplessis added that he was de- 
termined to enforce the law or 
else ... The “or else’ will mean 
stiff fines and possible cancellation 
of liquor permits which as, every 
local nitery owner knows are ex- 
pensive and hard to get. 


Added to the holiday edict is 
the current confusion amongst 
club owners of the Sunday show 


According to the 


law there are to be no shows or 
dancing on Sunday. Most clubs 
have ignored this and regularly 


pay a nominal fine which has be- 
come sort of a monthly contribu- 
tion. Recently 15 clubs were hit 
and one, The Latin Quarter, con- 
tested the case and lost. With Mon- 
treal doing a heavy tourist and 
convention business throughout the 
year, club owners say it is impos- 


'sible to please everyone and would 


welcome a hard, fast rule for their 
Sunday trade. 
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CAPITOL RECORDS 


AMERICA’S FUNNYMAN! 


BARRY 


* 


Just Concluded 3 Weeks, PARAMOUNT, New York 
and Signed to Return in 1949 


My Sincere Thanks to BOB WEITMAN, HARRY LEVINE 
| . and BOB SHAPIRO for a wonderful engagement 


x*k* 


Currently Appearing 


La Martinique, New York 


“Dave Barry tears 
apart,”’ 


Management 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


“Dave Barry kills 
them.” 


* 
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Miami Copa City Angling 


| Berle for Preem Show 


Miami Beach, Nov. 23. 
Deal is being set for 
Berle to open at the Copa City, 


Miami Beach, starting Dec. 23 for 
two or three days depending upon 
; whether the cafe will be ready. If 
|} set he would plane to Miami from 
New York after his Wednesday 
night video show and fly back Sun- 
|day in time for rehearsals for 
Tuesday night vaudeo show 

Texaco. 
| Beckman & Pransky, booking the 
{Copa, are dickering for a _ high- 
| powered name to fill in the rest 
of the week following Berle’s exit 
Following show will have Xavier 
| Cugat band, Johnny Johnstone and 
| Jan Murray, starting Dec. 31. 


| Nat Moss Convicted 
| For Failure to Turn 
| In Federal Taxes 


Cafe operators are now doubly 
wary of dipping into the tax funds 
;tO meet current operating ex- 
| penses Bonifaces have another 
lobject lesson in last week’s con- 
|viction of Nat Moss, former op- 
}erator of the 400 Club, N. Y. by a 
iN. Y. Federal Court jury. Moss was 
charged with failure to pay $43,- 
000 in the 20° amusement taxes 
collected in his cafe, and attempt- 
ing to evade payment of another 
$19,000 in social security. with- 
holding and unemployment com- 
pensation taxes. He’ll be sentenced 
by Federal Judge Samuel 


his 
for 








lected the imposts from customers 
at the 400, but failed to turn them 
in. He declared in court that 
he had intended turning over the 
tax-collections to the Government, 
but was forced to dip into the 
funds in order to meet current op- 
erating expenses. 

This is the second recent con- 
viction on Broadway for this rea- 
son. Jack Green, who operated 
La Conga, which subsequently be- 
came the Riocabana, and_ the 
Ebony Club, was convicted for the 
same reason. He was given a sus- 
pended sentence when he promised 
to make restitution. 

Attorneys say -that it’s a crim- 
inal offense to delay payment of 
the cabaret tax. Government can 
prosecute even if true tax returns 
are filed, but money is not sent 
along with the statement. 

Moss is the brother of Joe Moss, 
and both were associated in the 
operation of the old Hollywood and 
1Other N.Y. cafes. Latter is cur- 
| rently with the 400 Club, Washing- 
ton. 

' 








NINE-ACT BILL MULLED 


Kaui- | 


FOR N.Y.’S LE DIRECTOIRE 


|may change its policy to a nine- 
|act format, pending results of the 
current show with Vivienne Segal, 
| Muriel Smith, Mata & Hari and 
the Roulettes. It’s the first time 


if policy is successful, operators 
Max Gordon and Herbert Jacoby 
may put in nine acts and play 
three of them every hour, with 
intermissions in between. 
Operators are also reported as 
‘contemplating changing name _ to 





| The swanky N. Y. Le Directoire, 


cafe has used this many acts, and) 


Variety Club, with an admission | 


| charge. 


——. 


FWC Opens Circuit to Spike Jones 
At $3,500; to Play 


at $3.60 To 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
For the first time in its history, 
Fox West Coast is throwing its 
houses open to a_ barnstorming 
band. Attraction is Spike Jones’ 
“Musical Depreciation Revue,” 
which starts a series of one-night- 


Milton ers at F-WC showcases next week 


‘at a $3,500 guarantee against 60°; 
of the gross. 

Jones kicks off the series with a 
date at the Fox, San Francisco, 
Nov. 30 Unit then comes back 
here to permit playing the Coca- 
Cola airshow, and then takes to the 
road again, heading north for a 
Dec. 1 date at the Orpheum in Oak- 
land. Other dates already set are 
the Fox, Pomona (4), Arlington, 
Santa Barbara (5), Fox, Bakersfield 
(6), Wilson, Fresno (7), and Cali- 
fornia Fox, San Bernardino (8) 

Deal calls for a one-show nightly 
policy at a $3.60 top. Houses will 
j}end pie screening at 6 p. m., and 
/close until ready for the evening 


performance. F-WC toppers re- 
portedly have a two-fold interest 
in the deal; first, the extra take 


possible through the booking; and, 
second, the fact that theatre grosses 
probably would dive if Jones 
played the various towns as an 
auditorium attraction, bucking the 
regular film house fare. 

It’s believed that the Jones-Fox 
West Coast deal may be the fore- 
runner of other MCA-booked dates 
It’s pointed out that both Jack 
Benny and Edgar Bergen could be 
packaged for one-nighters in show- 
case houses on a _ similar basis. 
Each would be available only in the 
California-Nevada locale, thus per- 
mitting return to Hollywood for 
broadcasting purposes each week. 


Basil in Chi Post 


Louis Basil, former house band- 
leader at Loew’s State, N. Y., has 
been signed to perform similar 
chores at the Chicago theatre, 
Chicago, starting Dec. 3. 

Basil, before heading the music 
at the State, was house bandleader 
at the Carman, Philadelphia. 


JACK PARKER 


“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS” 





man, Dec. 3, facing a possible 30- | 
year term and a $100,000 fine. As- 
sistant U. S. Attorney Edward FE. 
Rigney prosecuted Rigney per- 
mitted Moss’ release after bail had 
been increased from $1,000 to 
$2,500. 

It was charged that Moss col- 














Loew’s Capitol 


Wash., D. C. 


Available 
Dec. 2 


Management: 




















,_‘Trampoliningly Yours 


PAUL & PAULETTE TRIO 





Sal 


LOU COHAN, 203 N. Wabash, Chicago 
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Manny Opper 


that new comedian 





























80th Week 
Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicago 
Pers. Mgt.: iRV LEVIN 
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VALDO and PRINCESS PAT 


MENTAL MAGIC AT ITS BEST 
Walter Winchell Says:—"Valdo 


and Princess Pat Startle." 
Per. Mgt.: MAX TISHMAN, 1674 Broadway, New York 
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Night Club Reviews 


Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 
Leni Lynn, Jimmy Savo, Leo 
eisman Orch., Mark Monte Orch.; 
1.50-$2 cover after 9:30. 


Time and _ circumstances can 
never dim the pantomimic 
ent of Jimmy Savo, who’s doing a 
repeat date at the Persian Room. 


He remains one of the best, whether 


he’s going through his panto stuff or 
other standard pieces of vocal busi- 
ness that, whatever the audience, 
are always surefire 

There’s little new that Savo is 
doing here, and there’s no need fot 
him to do anything new. It’s a 
tribute to an artist when they'll 
call out the old pieces of ma- 
terial with which the performer 
has been associated through the 
years, and it’s a particular kudo 
to Savo, after all his years in the 
entertainment marts. 

Savo is doing panto in his open- 
ing, to establish himself strongly, 
then he goes into his vocal stuff, 
which 
“Black Magic,” the lament of a 
striptease dancer’s husband, his fa- 
mous “Road to Mandalay,” “One 
Meatball,” “River Stay Away from 
My Door,” and the like. 

The only other act is Leni Lynn, 


recently returned from England, 
where she’s been for six years. 


She’s reviewed under New Acts. 
Leo Reisman’s orch plays its 
usual tiptop show, and also for the 
customer dancing, with Mark Mon- 
te’s Continentals doing the inter- 
ludes effectively. Kahn. 


Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 19. 

Myrus, Delora Bueno, Joe Mer- 
man Orch; $3.50 minimum, $1 
eover. 

Myrus, mentalist, keeps them 
baffled via mentalistics in ‘“‘scien- 
tific’ rather than swami_ guise. 
Spectacled performer admits fal- 
libility in lassoing slippery brain 





includes such familiars as} 








Lovely 
Lady 
of 


Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 









America’s 
Foremost 


Marimbist 


GUES 


Heldover BROWN HOTEL 3rd Week 


Thanks te Ray Lyte and Chester Lorch 
p  ____ 


leells, then hits 100° in replies to 
| queries on cards he's distributed 
/and collected. Laboratory precision 
and underplay of abracadabra 
| bring excellent returns. 

| Smiling mentalist calls for sub- 
jects by initials, following through 


tal-| With casual mention_of full names 


|plus clincher details that soften 
|up skeptics. Good sampling of 
|patrons, both as to location and 
‘human interest, was evident 
throughout. Usual queries on ro- 
mance, infant futures and the like 
were handled skillfully to extract 
vock values 


Delora Bueno fares well, consid- | 


ering it’s a trilingual stint heavy 
on the French and Portuguese. 
Comely Brazilian songstress sup- 
plies her own deft 88’ing with oc- 
casional orch backing. Vocals have 
drive and feeling but the fact that 
four out of six numbers are un- 
familiar iaports cuts down returns. 
Pair of folk songs in Portuguese 
would be helped by prelim transla- 
tion and background stuff. , The 
two recognizables, ‘Poppa Don’t 
Preach” and “Cuanto Le Gusta,” 
got good treatment and best re- 
turns. 

Joe Merman orch winds up in 
its fifth week here, with Dick La- 
Salle’s crew moving in Nov. 26. 

Baxt. 


Mayfair Room 
(BEVERLY-WILSHIRE HOTEL) 
Beverly Hills, Nov. 18. 
Kay Thompson & Williams Bros. 
| (4), Hal Sandack’s Orch (12), Ben 
Rubinvi’s Orch (12); $1 cover, $4 


minimum. 


Kay Thompson and the Williams 
'Bros. came back to the Coast to 
open this newest room in the 
'Kirkeby hotel chain to teeoff her 
|long-range deal with the hostelry 
circuit. Opener found the top film 
colony names in attendance. 

| Room has undergone some 
changes since last it operated un, 
der the Florentine Room tag, but 
|it’s still shaped like an old pic 
ij}house with the stage at the east 
end of the rectangle. For those sit- 
iting along the west wall, loud 
speakers are provided—but the ef- 
fect isn’t the same. Despite the 
fact that it seats only 400 people, 
room doesn’t have the feeling of 
intimacy which an act of this kind 
needs 

Thompson-Williams troupe has 
added a couple of new routines 
since last stint’ here some 13 
months ago, but the chief crowd- 
pleasers were the more familiar 
|numbers, especially “Suzette.” 

For the type of crowd the May- 
fair Room aims at (the $1 cover 
| plus $4 minimum routine is a new 
| twist incidentally and one which 
|; puts the room a little more out 
of reach of the average entertain- 
ment-seeker), the Thompson-Wil- 
|liams turn is a good attraction. The 


‘a4 'sophisticated crowd goes all out 
@ tor the act, which is tailor-made for 


the champagne circuit clubs. 


a First nighters kept ’em on the 


‘floor for 51 minutes before acced- 
ing to a begoff. Seven numbers are 
|offered during that period, each a 
|masterpiece of precision delivery 
and timing. Each number is like 
the windup to a filmusical—and 
each shows careful and patient re- 
hearsal. 

Show backing is provided by Hal 
Sandack’s orch, which alternates 
on dance chores with Ben Rubinvi’s 
crew. Kap. 
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Cafe Society, N. Y. 





ford, Pearl Primus with Helen Tins- 
iley, Theodore’ Bennett; 
'Martin Orch; $3.50 minimum. 
hat 

For the 10th anniversary of this 
Greenwich Village spot, boniface 
Barney Josephson is offering one 
of the season’s top entertainment 
layouts along nitery row, including 
the chi-chi uptown clubs. In a 
smart and costly bit of showman- 
ship, Josephson tagged three stand- 
out acts, all of which got their start 
under Cafe Society auspices. Sing- 
ily, any one of this trio would be 
}enough to carry on average nitery 
|bill. But parlayed, they combine 
'for triple sock impact. 
Pearl Primus and company open 
ion a fortissimo note with 
impression of jungle dancing and 
rhythms. Wild, colorful, stirring, 
Miss Primus has translated her con- 
cert stage art into a powerful 
routine for more -intimate con- 
| sumption In authentic native 
| style, she rocks, stomps and swivels 





| 


through graceful arm-and-body pat- | 


terns against a background of tom- 
toms and wierd, but effective vocal 
music. Topping off this act, vocal 
accompanist Helen Tinsley delivers 
an exciting jungle solo, with Theo- 
dore Bennett, on the tom-toms, 

In this neatly varied bill, the 
‘comedy sector is held down by 
| Jack Gilford, who has had a fling 
jin legit musicals and a couple of 
films before - returning to his 
launching place. Gilford is a per- 
sonable lad with good material and 
a wide range of mimic talent. An 
occasional! defect in delivery, how- 
ever, separates him from the top- 
inotcher class. But when Gilford 
|is clicking, he ranks with the best. 
|On the preem show (17) his im- 
pressions of a sleepy subway rider, 
a sea-chanty vocalizer and a symph 
orchestra leader were solid laugh- 
winners. Some of his gags, how- 
ever, are weak and could be 
dropped for better results. 

The Golden Gate Quartet closes 
with a series of rhythmic spiritu- 
als for which they have been ac- 
| claimed since their debut nine 
|years ago. Superlatively executed 
|with deep feeling, their repertory 
lincludes “Swing Low, Sweet Chari- 
lot,” ““Wade in the Water,” “Joshua 
iFit the Battle of Jericho,” “‘The 
{Dry Bones” and_ several other 
familiar numbers. For a fillip, the 








quartet, on the preem, also deliv- |} 


ered one of Louis Armstrong’s 
w.k. vocals, “‘Me and Brother Bill.” 
After more than a half-dozen num- 
bers, they had to beg off. 

Dave Martin’s orch backs the 
show in good style and supplies 
specially strong support to Gilford. 
iCliff Jackson alternates on the 
|piano with Martin’s orch for cus- 
tomer hoofing. Herm. 


Walnut Room. Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 17. 
Bernie Cummins Orch (10), with 
Patricia Crawley, 
Roger, Rey 
$2.50, $1 cover. 


Blanco; minimums 


‘= What may be farewell bill for 
the Walnut Room, since hotel’s en- 
tertainment will be presented in 
new Swiss Chalet set for early De- 
cember opening, retains same for- 
mat and family appeal that has 
trademarked room’s show policy. 

Bernie Cummins orch tees off 
with lively rendition of “12th Street 
Rag,’ with Thad Wilkenson doing 
neat tricks on the skins. Germain 
& Roger, French imports, take spot- 
ilight in ballet varieties, with 
blonde gal cleverly combining bal- 
let routines and ballroom steps. 
Pair dances smoothly through Gou- 
nod’s ‘‘Adagio” for hefty accolades. 
Slow music-box motif, backed by 
Cummins’ well-timed “Holiday for 
Strings,” plus fast turns and splits 
in mid-air during “Brazil” and 
“Clarinet Polka” brings dancers 
back for two encores. Their effort- 
less version of the waltz and ma- 
zurka likewise win applause. 

Rey Blanco, Chi radio singer, 
makes his first night club appear- 
ance. Singer opens with boisterous 
vocaling of “Oye Negra” with orch 
backing somewhat loud. In “Negra 
Consentida” and encores. “Rancho 
Grande" and “Guadalajara” he 
| does his own accompaniment in an 
| intimate and relaxed manner for 
; good results. “Babalu,” with Cum- 
jmins and Blanco, closes. show. 
Greg. 


| Penthouse Club. N.Y. 
| 





Cass Franklin & Monica Moore, | 


| Daphne Hellman, Oscar Walzer: no 
|minimum. no cover. 
| Aietimeniin 

Biz being what it is around town 
ithese days, it's hardly conceivable 
jthat the Penthouse Club can hope 
|to draw with Monica Moore and 
Cass Franklin, singing pair, and 
|harpist Daphne Hellman. Under its 
;}new management the Penthouse 
hasn't yet built that 
following on its own. 

Miss Moore and 
jan attractive-looking pair, he a 
| baritone and she a soprano. They 
ido musicomedy-type numbers m in 


Golden Gate Quartet, Jack Gil- | 


their | 


Germain &| 


much of a} 


Franklin are 


| the “personality” vein. That is, 
they try to inject a little comedy 


| talk and fol-de-rol, but most of 


Dave it doesn’t come off because their 


| talk is stilted and the “comedy” is 
| lacking. oF 
Franklin also does a solo, “Misir- 
‘lou,’ which he recorded for Apollo. 
Mrs. Hellman is an accomplished 
harpist, but she could dispense 
with some of her “blue” material, 
and it’s particularly unbecoming in 
view of her current circumstances. 
Mrs. Hellman, it should be noted, 
is quite obviously enceinte, and 
that factor alone may be worth 
some more comment as to whether 
it’s in good taste for one in a 
|glamorous profession to be seen 
|working in that obvious a condi- 
| tion, 
Oscar Walzer tinkles the ivories 
|during the lull periods, and he 
|also accomps the Franklin-Moore 
| pair. Kahn. 





Harem. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

| Myron Cohen with his dialectics 
|} and Mary Small with her Vie Mizzy 
|song “festival” are the new head- 
lliners at the Harem. The rest of 
| the show is practically all holdover. 
; Cohen has been here before, and 
| the former silk salesman-turned- 
istory-teller really narrates a fabu- 
‘lous Jewish-dialectic yarn. And 
there’s hardly anything in his man- 
| ner that could be offensive from 
jany standpoint. He's clean and en- 
| tertaining—but. 

| Maybe it’s a small “but’—but it's 
ithere nevertheless Cohen has a 
| certain unctuousness in his straight 
|commentary, and a manner of over- 
|talking the straight commentaries 
|that could best be eliminated. Oth- 
|erwise, he’s surefire with stories 
| that are told excellently. 

As for Miss Small, she apparent- 


est songwriter in the business. She 
does practically an all-Mizzy bill 
and, let’s face it, how much of it 
can there be? This is no attempt 
to discredit Mizzy as a composer, 
because the buy has written many 
a fine tune. Nor can there be any 
doubt that Miss Small knows her 
way around and can sink a pop 
|with the best of them. It’s just 
inice to know that she and Mizzy 
|seem to agree on practically every- 
thing. Miss Small, one might add, 
lis also Mrs. Mizzy. 
| The only other added act is 
Tables Davis, novelty hoofer, who 
lifts chairs .and tables with his 
teeth while hoofing. The guy is 
probably playing straight for a 
identist but he sure wows the mob 
Colored novelty has been at Billy 
| Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe for sea- 
Sons. 

Korn Kobblers are additions to 
| the show starting tomorrow (25). 
Kahn. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 23 

Bill Carpenter, former program 
manager of WNBZ here, ended va- 
ication at his Lake Clear camp and 
left to resume work in Schenec- 
\tady. : 
| Mary Lou Weaver flashing her 
i first good clinic reports. 
| Jeanette C. Powers, in from 
| Palisades, N. J., to visit her son, 
|George (Powers Elephants) Powers, 
iwho has been upped for all meals 
|and mild exercise. 

Lee Klimick, who beat the rap 
|here, enjoying home life in N. Y. C. 
| “We, the Patients” wired con- 
| gratulations to Anne Rowe, staffer 
‘of the Reel theatre, Pearisbury, 








|Va., and Frank (RKO) Scheedel | 


| who were recently married. Both 
,cured here. 

| Sherwood Kains, musical direc- 
tor of the Deerwood Adirondack 
|Music Center, opened a singing 
School studio in the colony. 

| Thomas Stainback, former 
/\WNBZ announcer and now a sopho- 
more at Ithaca college, has been 
cast for the leading role in the 
|play “One Car Wedding.” 

i Dr. Agrippa Robert, former N. 
| V. A.-Will Rogers house medico 
jand now a specialist at Trudeau 
| sanatorium, is handing out cigars— 
it’s a boy. 

Helen Pelechowiez has 
upped for two daily meals 
mild exercise. 

Write te those who are ill. 


been 
with 


ly thinks that Vic Mizzy is the great- | 


GUYS WITHOUT DOLLS — 
FLOCK TO SEE GYPSY 


Gypsy Rose Lee’s pre-opening 
difficulties with the management 
/of La Martinique, N. Y.—with the 
|attendant publicity—has at least 
served the function of letting the 
male trade know that the strip- 
teuse is at this cafe. Resuit has 
been a predominance of masculine 
trade, which generally congregates 
after the dinner hour. 
| General pattern, so far, has been 
a fairly slow dining business, but 
by the time the show starts, house 
is well patronized. Late shows have 
been playing to good business, with 
many males coming without femme 
companions. 

Spot adds comedian Dave Barry 
to the display starting tonight 
(Wed.) in a move to strengthen the 
layout 

Miss Lee’s difficulties started 
when show's opening was delayed 
because of manager Monte Gard- 
ners inability to get the liquor 
license in time. Miss Lee de- 
manded the $2,500 weekly salary 
during her idleness, and claimed 
to have been fired when Gardner 
didn’t pay her-for a second week. 
Spot opened without her Novy. 11, 
but peace was effected by Nov. 14, 
when she finally opened. 


Strippers Under Wraps 
_ Since Raid on Ha Ha Clab 


| The 52d street, N. Y., niteries are 
being more careful in the strip- 
j|teuse depts., following last week's 
raid on the Ha Ha Club, in which 
Winnie Garrett was arrested on a 
|charge of indecent exposure. Miss 
|Garrett was subsequently  dis- 
charged in the Mid-Manhattan 
|court following a promise to be 
“more conservative.” 
| Publicity following the raid has 
| been instrumental in hypoing busi- 
ness along “strip row.”” But peelers 
| have been told to leave more to 
| the imagination. 








| 

















HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


CAPITOL, WASH., D. C. 


Then Back to New York 
for Club Dates 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


WALLY BOAG 


650 Performances in 


VAL PARNELL'S 


“STARLIGHT ROOF” 
London Hippodrome 


STAGE... "Clever novelty — 
dances in fine style — charming 
stage personality.” 


AMERICA: 
Mark J. Leddy 














LONDON: 
Charles Tucker 











| COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


| FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Bit Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
| for $8.00!!! 


@ DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 
Send loc for lists of other comedy 
|f material, songs, parodies, minstrel 

'§ patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C.O.D.’8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith Street, New York 19 























Currently 


CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 





Walter Winchell says: “Things | like: The Deep River Boys’ Victor platter 
of ‘Recess in Heaven’." 






Direetion—ED KIRKEBY, RKO Building. New Yerk 20, N.¥. 
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Numerale in connection with bills 


VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 24 





whether full 


below indicate opening day of show 

or split week. 

Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) independent; (1 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (W 


.) Loew; (M) Moss; 
R) Walter Reade 








Capitol (L) 25 
Jane Powell 
S & F Barry 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Tony Canzoneri 
Shea Flelds Ore 
Music Hall G) 
Hal Le Roy 
Norman Thomson 
Rabana Hasburgth 
Teron Trp 
Adrian & Charly 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Giee Club 
Svn Ore 
Paramount (P) 24 
Stan Kenton Ba 
Nellie Lutcher 
Nec Buttons 
k & E Reyes 
Roxy (1) 23 
Mickey Rooney 
Rosario & Antonio 
Minevitch’s Rascais 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Strand (W) 26 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Tim Herbert 
Giselle & Francois 
Szonyi 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) 
Bobby Van 
Leon DeLyon 
Connie Haines 
P Cavanaugh 3 
Royal (i) 26 
Louis Prima Ore 
Holmes & Jean 
Dynamite Jefferson 
State (1) 25-27 
James Evans Co 
The Forrests 
Lee Tully 
Adams, Morris & 
Calvert 
Sonny Sparks 
(3 to filb 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 25-28 
Hillman Bros 
Roberta Welch 
Pedro & Durand 
Neal Stanley 
The Diacoffs 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 24 
Rose Marie 
Bert Wheeler Co 
Pitchmen 
Reneld & Rudy 
Oriental (i) 25 
Burt Lancaster 
Nick Cravath 
Julie Wilson 
Bob Hall 
Sol Grauman Co 
Carl Sands Orc 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 25 
King Cole 3 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Steve Evans 
Penny Edwards 
Edwards Bros 
AYTON 
Keith’s (R) 
Dick Haymes 
Evelyn Knight 
Church & Hale 
st Maison 
ick Buckley 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 25-28 
pane. Kaye Orc 
ansy the Horse 
HOLYOKE 
Valley aeons (i) 28 


only 
The Tanos 


NEW YORK 3 | 


25 


25 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippdodrdme (M) 
Arthur Worsley 
Tovarich Trp 
Peter Cavangh 
Geo Robey 
Buster Shaver Co 
Frank Marloew 
R Roper & Maisie 
M & H Nesbitt 
Anita 


Royal (M) 22 
Sno White & 7 
Dwarfs 
lga Fleming 
jictor Standing 
ARDIFF 
New (S) 22 
D Wakefield Co 
Jay Smythe 
Cilla’s Dogs 
Donald B Stuart 
Johnson Clark 
Stewart & Mathew 
Hooper Sis 
R Leighton Co 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 22 
Jack Anthony 
Bert Cecil 
Ray & Lynn 
Richard Adams 
Delyse & 
Jeannette 
Bainbridge 3 & 
Irene 
Swiss Stars 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 22 
Harry Lester Co 
Bijou & Freda 
Konyot & Marion 
Chris Sands 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 22 
Helizapoppin 
D & J O’Gorman 
Walter D Wahl 
Bill Hall 3 
Beryl Seton 
3 Monarchs 
Brian Kent 
Helen Darmora 


22 


LEEDS 
Empire (M) 22 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Taylor & Harris 
4 Kenways 
Ree Varney 
June Richmond 
Moran & Elof 
Ralph Slater 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 22 
E & D Waters 
Wences 
Dassie Bros 
El Grandas & 
Peter 
2 Playboys 
Ronnie Leslie 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 22 
Dancettes 


Terri La Franconi 
Barrow & Rogers 


| Cavichio 


3 Nonchalants 


KINGSTON 
B’way (WB) 26-27 
B & M Carroll 
Peter Chan 
Gonzales Sis 
3 Rays 
Ross & La Pierre 

LONG BRANCH 
Paramount (WR) 
only 
B & M Carroll 
Peter Chan 
Gonzales Sis 
3 Hays 
Ross & La Pierre 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 
8 Lindsay 
| Corky Robins 
| Warner & Cole 
| Stan Irwin 
Harmonicats 
E & E Reddy 

MIDDLETON 
Middlesex (1) 

only 


23 


24 
Girls 


30 


| Tannos 
| Joe Allen 
| 3 Fontaines 

PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 25-28 
Berk & Hallow 
Cortez & Paul 
Hank, the Mule 
Danny Shaw 
4 Avalons 

29- 


Richards-Adair 
Dancers 

Peter Chan 

Bobby Sargent 

‘one to fill 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 25 

| Duke Art & Junior 

| Gloria Villar 

Coley Worth 

Philharmonic 3 

READING 

Rajah (1) 25-27 

Larry Clinton Ore 

Ronnie Deauville 

Polly Jenkins ‘9 

| 3 Swifts 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 26-28 

“Thanksgiving 
Follies” 

3 Black Bros 

2 Maxines 

Dick Gale 

Peyton & Raye 

2 Jumping Jacks 


SARATOGA 
Congress (1) 28 only 
B & M Carroll 
Peter Chan 
Gonzales Sis 
3 Rays 
Ross & La Peirre 

SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (iS 25-28 
Mai owes Winners 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 25 
Jack Parker 
Helene & Howard 
Gene Sheldon 
Lester Cole Co 

MONTREAL 

Gaiety (I) 28 
V & G Haydock 
Ginny Lowrey 
Jack Murray 
Apus & Estrallita 
Kanazawas 3 
Elsa Greenwell 
Emil Boreo 





, Wheeler & Wilson 
Newman Twins 
Caryll & Mundy 
Afrique 
Vercnica Martell 
Charlie Kunz 
Max acon 
Richardo Co 

| LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 22 
| Maurice Chevalier 
Palladium (M) 22 
Cheerful Charlie 

Chester Co 

| John Boles 

| Colstons 

| Zoris 

| Skating Ryles 

| Beatrice & 

| Bencdict 

| Warren 

|Latona & Sparkes 

| Jean Inglis 

| France Clery 

MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (5S) 
Frank Randle 
Gus Aubrey 
Ben Warren 
Hal Swain Co 

Rita Shearer 
A J Powers 

John Boden 

Mandalay Singers 

NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 22 

N Mills & Bobby 
B & A Pearson 
2 Kellys 
4 Bobrics 
Ossie Noble 
Collins & Elizabeth 

NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 22 

Henry Hall Ore 

Ted Ray 
Jill Manners 
L & B Lowe 
Meribeth Old 
Bernard 0 9 tad 
Maple Lea 

PORTSMOUTH 
Roys! (M) 22 

Durosa 4 

Terry O'Neill 
Young China Trp 
Bill Kerr 
W Keppel & Betty 
Philippe & Marta 

| Los Valentos 
Michael Miles 

SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 22 

J & J Condos 
Val Setz 

Morris & Cowley 


22 


Trp 





; Dorothy 





V Julian Pets 

Norman Wisdom 

3 Peters Sis 

Skating Barodas 

SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 22 

Jimmy Jewel 

Ren Warriss acca 

Benson DAMES Co 


Schaller Bros 
Downey & Daye 
Anna Mac 
Peter Blair 
Trantor & Hulley 
Henry D Adams 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 22 
S MacPherson 
Duncan’s Collies 
Amadori 3 
Jackie Hunter 


| Flack & Lucas 


Dolaire 
Freddie Sale 
David Poole 
Amar & Alana 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 
2 Sophisticates 
Joe Black 
Annell & Brask 
Dick Henderson 
Krista & Kristel 


22 


Peter Raynor 

5 Smith Bros 

Herschel Henlere 

Allen & Lee 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Hippodrome (M) 22 

Vic Oliver Co 

Alpha 3 

Les Rayner 
Betty 

Fred Lovelle 

2 Eddies 

Hilda Heath 

Liouvel King 

June Manton 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 22 

Hutch 

| Suzette Tarri 

| Godfrey & Kerby 

| Arthur Dowler 

| Denvers 

| Trixie & Anton 

' Bartlett & Massey 


& 


ee 








Cabaret Bills 


Nancy Reed 
Andy Roberts 
Hotel Stevens 
Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Tommy Traynor 
Neil Rose 
Jean Arlen 
Meryl Baxter 
Skating Blvydears 
Bog Turk 
Bill Keefe 
Jeannie Sook 
Charles & Lucille 
Jerry Rehfield 
Manuel Del Toro 
Elwood Carl 


Paimer house 
Griff Williams Ore 
Robert Lamouret 
M Abbott Ders (10) 
Stan Fisher 
D’Angelo & Vanya 

Blackstone 
Myrus 
Joel Merman Orch 

Vine Gardens 
Mel Cole Ore 
Joey Bishop 
Vince Carson 
Andrew Twins 
Pancho’s Rhumba B 


New Acts 


BURT LANCASTER 
With Nick Carvat, Julie Wilson, 
Charlene Harris 

Songs, Comedy, Acrobatic 























NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Ross 
Deep River Boys 
Kurt Maier 
Eddie Fisher 

Brevoort 
Marion Manners 
3 Flames 

Bive Angel 
Bill Lawrence 
Striders 
George Prentiss 
Imogene Coca 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Cafe James 
Pat Harrington 

Carnival 
Charlie Barnet Ore 

Cafe Society 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 
Pearl Primus 
Dave Martin Ore 

Copaczbana 
Joe E Lewis 
Austin Mack 
Diane Adrian 
Blackburn Twins 
Terry Stevens 
Sonny Calello 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 

China Doll 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Florence Hin Low 
Joe Wong 
Beatrice Fung Oye 
Line (7) 

Delmonico 
Greta Keller 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Henny Youngman 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 

E! hico 
Fernanda Crespo 
Maria T Acosta 
Trio Casino 
Rita & Rozino 
E Vizcaino Ore 

Embassy 
Adrienne 
Sujata & Oraka 
Sacasas Ore 

Harem 
Myron Cohen 
Mary Small 
Korn Kobblers 
Marcia Leighton 
Moroccans 
Rod Alexander 
V Travers Ore 
De Lage 
Wanger Line 
Piroska 
D Roberts Ore 

Havana-Madrid 
Los Bocheros 
De Castro Sis 
Mildred Ray Line 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Orc 
Hotel Belmo’t-Plaza 
Donald Novis 
Mack & Desmond 
Bernie George 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Gecrge De Witt 

Hotel Biltmore 
Leighton Noble O 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Nancy Andrews 
Goodman & 

Kirkwood 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Orc 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ray McKinley Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Dell Trio 

Hotel Plaza 
Jimmy Savo 
Leni Lynn 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Re Orc 
Nycola Matthey Or 

Hotel Pierre 
Roger Dann 
Hoctor & Byrd 


Hotel St Moritz 
Alice Tyrell 
Dick Winslow 
L & E Roberts 
Mervyn Nelson 
Fred Marks 
Soft Winds 3 
Herman Schoon 

Hotel St. Regis 
Nan Wynn 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Orc 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hote! Savoy Plaza 
Dorothy Douglas 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Don Reid 
Dave Mann 
Irving Fields Ore 
La Martinique 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Dave Barry 
Libby Dean 
Laughing Boy 
Collier 
Senor Carlos 
Mcrty Reid Ore 
Jack Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
Landre & Verna 
Step Bros 
Tommy Trent 
June Graham 
Richard Darcy 
Miriam Gwynne 
Ruth Webb 
Winton Frankel 
Eddie Michaels 
Dick Grayson 
Prominaders 
Ving Merlin Ore 
B Harlow Orc 
Le Directoire 
Vivienne Segal 
Muriel Smith 
Mata & Hari 
Roulettes 
Frank York Ore 
Gringo Ore 
Le Perroquet 
Hugh Shannon 
Marvin Raymer 
Le Ruban Bieu 
Connie Sawyer 
Adelaide Hall 
Will Jordan 
Raymond Chase 
Julius Monk 
Normann Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Narda 
Car] Conway 
Richard Bain 
Graham Sis 
Allan & Nobles 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Johnny Howard 
Sandra Kirlay 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aguila Ore 
Penthouse 
Franklin & Moore 
Savannah 
Martha Short 
Hot Shots 
Tops & Wilda 
Nata & Rava 
Phyllis Branch 
Lou Dixon Ore 
Spivy’s 
Wade Donovan 
Roslynd Lowe 
Spivy 
Versailles 
Edith Piaf 
Bob Grant Oro 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Capt. Stubby Ore 
Shorty Warren Orc 
Harold Barry 
Piute Pete 
Village Vanauard 
Delores Martins 
Will Jordan 
Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Margaret Phelan 





Chas Reader Ore McCarthy & Farrell 
Van Smith Ore Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blacknawk Marianne Fidele 


Sherman Hayes Ore 
Del Welcome 


Bismark 
Rey Blanco 
Germaine & Roger 
Bernie Cummins O 
Helsings 
Johnny Betis 
Ralph Lewis 
M O’Shaughnessy 
Mad Caps 
Andy Nelson O (4) 
H Edaewater Beach 
Del Courtney Ore 
Valvultane 
Peggy Taylor 3 


Betty Gray 

| Preston Lambart 
!D Hild Dancers (12) 
} Chez Paree 
Harvey Stone 

The Vagabonds 
Gracie Barrie 


P Franks & Janyce | 


Adorabies 410) 
C Davidson O (11) 
J Rodriquez Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
S Henderson Ore 
Honey Dreamers 
Olivette Miller 
Jim Ameche 
Kermit & Gloria 
! George Tozzi 


| 20 Mins. 
| Oriental, Chicago 
| Burt Lancaster has a fast mov- 


|ing act, which while still rough, has | 


all the basic elements of a winner. 
He capitalizes on his ruggedness 
with several hoked-up gangster 
bits which sbould be cut for more 
effective aud response. Star works 
easily and banters back ac-libs 
from the bobby-sox . holdover 
crowds. 

In a Romeo-Juliet balcony scene 
with well-stacked Julie Wilson he 
displays a new facet, comedy. In 
the same vein, film star scores in 


fan club, played 
Brooklyn overtones by Charlene 
Harris. Miss Wilson socks over 
with “Just One of Those Things” 
while stage is set with acro bars. 
Film star might do duet with trim 
songstress as he reveals a good 
voice in horseplay on ‘Nature 
Boy.” Combination a la Doris Day- 
Buddy Clark would be a natural. 
Nick Carvat, former partner of 
Lancaster in circuses, swings 
across the bats a few times and 
finally opens up with some fancy 
body twists for hefty response. 
Acro is fine pantomimist. Lancas- 
ter comes on. then to do some 
twists. His closer is a little weak 
and should either be dropped or 
strengthened. Zabe. 


sharply with 


LENI LYNN 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 

Leni Lynn is a_ cute-looking, 
petite redhead just returned from 
England, where she played for the 
past six years. She has an operetta- 
type soprano that’s rather thin, 
|but has nice phrasing and projects 
nicely, too. 

Miss Lynn indicates experience, 
and she’s a likely musicomedy bet. 
Does such tunes as “Who Cares,” a 
rhumba beat and “Dancing in the 
Dark,” all to good audience re- 
sponse. Kahn. 


TV’s Missing Link 











his interview with the prexy of his | 




















i Continued from page 25 =e 
shows), Tuesday night 8 to 9 (for 
Texaco) and the 7:45 to 8 p.m. 
slot across-the-board (Camel News- 
reel Theatre). In addition, the 
web has full network commitments 
with such sponsors as Admiral, 
Chevrolet, Firestone, Cluett-Pea- 
body, Kraft, Oldsmobile, Swift, 
Bigelow-Sanford and American 
Tobacco. ABC, for its part, de- 
manded the Sunday night 8:30 
to 9:30 slot, which would have 


eut directly across NBC’s two 
dramatic shows. ABC also de- 


manded the Tuesday night 8:30 to 
9:30 slot for its ‘Town Meeting of 
the Air’ show and pitched for the 
7:45 to 8 strip, declaring it could 
get a sponsor for its own news- 
reel if the cable were available. 
CBS, DuMont and WPIX were 
more moderate in their demands 
and were willing to compromise, 
with WPIX, although an indie, de- 
siring the cable to feed shows to 
WGN-TV (Chicago), linked to the 
News through the Hearst-McCor- 
mack-Patterson newspaper inter- 
ests. 


get preference, according to NBC 
officials at the meet, since it would 
give midwestern affiliates a chance 
to latch on to some much-needed 
revenue. In addition, the shows 
with top Hooperatings would help 
build audiences in the midwest and 
so promote the entire TV industry. 
‘On this point, though, NBC would 
ij have to concede to CBS in the 
'Sunday night 9 to 10 slot, where 
\“Toast of the Town” has _ con- 
| sistently outHoopered NBC’s 
| Phileo show.) 

Last week’s meeting was to set 
|allocations for the first quarter of 
1949 only on the east to midwest 
link. Eastbound negotiations are 
‘to be held some time later but it’s 
} expected they'll break down in the 
ijsame impasse. How soon the 
iphone company will make known 





Commercial commitments should | 
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Techni inasmuch as the charges 
against them were principally that, 
in favor of their own method of 
overlaying three separate strips of 
film, they bottled up the monopak 
system, which yields three colors 
from a single negative exposed in 
an ordinary motion picture camera. 
K-D is a single-strip process. 

Eastman and the D. of J. agreed 
on three major stipulations in the 
consent decree. First is that East- 
man must make available free of 
royalty 13 patents, with 14 others 
to be made available on a non- 
discriminatory basis. Second, East- 
man must furnish the technical 
| know-how to all licensees. Third, 
Eastman must sell to anyone who 
wants to buy its film the amount 
required by such a purchaser. 

While the freeing of the patents 
could potentially work a revolution 
in the color field by taking the 
major part of it out of the hands 
|of EK and Techni, it is expected 
| to have little immediate effect 
|; here. According to Alan Gundel- 
| finger, v.p. and technical chief of 
|Cinecolor, Techni’s closest com- 
| petitor, only Techni is equipped to 
develop monopak originals and a 
minimum of $100,000 would be 
necessary to equip any other lab 
to do the job. 

The decree, according to Assist- 
ant Attorney General Herbert 
| Bergson, “should be helpful in re- 
storing competition in this busi- 
| ness, over 90% of which has been 
controlled by Technicolor, aided 
by its agreements with Eastman.” 











Schaefer Acquired 25% 
K-D Piece After RKO Exit 


Schaefer disclosed in New York 
|Monday (22) that he had acquired 
ja 25% interest in K-D in 1942, fol- 
lowing his resignation as president 
of RKO. He said he made a con- 
siderable investment at that time. 
His partners are Henry A. Colgate 
jand S. Bayard Colgate, of the Col- 
| gate-Palmolive-Peet Co., and Her- 
j|man N. A. Place, former v.p. of the 
| Chase National Bank and now 
|prexy of General Precision Equip- 
{ment Co., manufacturers of theatre 
‘and lab equipment. 

The K-D process is a lenticulated 
method of producing color. That 
means that what looks like regular 
black-and-white film is used, rather 
than color stock. The color is ob- 
tained by a prismatic system via 
fine lines etched in the film. Its 
,advantages over Technicolor are 
| that only one film strip—instead of 
Techni’s three—is used, the film 
is shot with a regular camera and 
it can be processed in a studio’s 
own lab. To show it, a small filter 
is screwed into the regular lens of 
the projector. Schaefer estimated 
that it would cost 8c or 9c a foot 
against around 28c for the Techni 
stock. 

Thomas J. Hargrave, Eastman 
topper, claimed that the company 
had not put out the K-D film be- 
cause it found other tint methods 
/enabled it to handle its commercial 
irequirements “more easily and 
‘economically.” He maintained that 
ithe K-D process had been given a 
“fair trial’ and that the multi- 
million dollar suit was “without 
justification and the claim for dam- 
|ages is absurd.” Techni topper Her- 
bert T. Kalmus echoed Hargrave. 


Damages 


Suit names as defendants East- 
man, Technicolor, Inc., and the 
| Technicolor Motion Picture Corp. 
|Four causes of action are stated, 
each asking recovery of $50,000,000 
\in damages. On first of the causes, 
\K-D asks triple damages, as pro- 
ivided by the anti-trust laws. 

In instituting the actions, K-D’s 
‘attorneys, Fitelson, Mayers & Lon- 
‘don, secured an order signed by 
‘Federal Judge Murray Hulbert 
'granting them the right to serve 
ithe defendants and take deposi- 
tions, which includes books and 
‘records of the corporations. 

| The charges of “unlawful monop- 
‘oly and conspiracy,” as enumerated 
An the complaint, include the un- 
dertaking of Eastman not to process 
‘any monopack film; the virtual 
elimination of all but Technicolor’s 
\“three-strip” process by agreement 
, between the Eastman and the Tech- 
'nicolor companies; withholding the 
manufacture and release of Keller- 
Dorian lenticulated film; long and 
deliberate delays by the Eastman 
company in the manufacture of 
Keller-Dorian film ordered by film 
producers, at the same time making 














Schaefer’s $300,000,000 Suit 


Continued from page 4 





Eastman company with quoting ex- 
orbitant prices for manufacture 
and processing, although these 
costs for the K-D product are but 
fractionally higher than those for 
ordinary black-and-white film: de- 
livery by the Eastman company of 
deliberately defective Keller-Dori- 
an film; and withholding the show- 
|ing of test motion pictures, utilizing 
|Keller-Dorian film. 


| Continued from page 3 


| 
ar Settlement | 
short, Wright has said: “If you 


want to keep first-run houses, you 
must agree to play only your own 
|films and those of non-theatre 
owning distributors in these thea- 
tres.” 

As a further cross-licensing limi- 
tation, the Government would bar 
a defendant signing a decree from 
selling its films to affiliate thea- 
tres of other defendants. Twen- 
tieth, on its part, has countered 
with a compromise proposal for a 
half-ban on cross-licensing. Half 
of the films released by the com- 
pany would be sold to first-run 
indies in all situations. It is be- 
lieved that Wright has repected the 
compromise. 

This Government demand is in 
addition to the divestiture of large 
blocks of theatres. Furthermore, 
it is demanding a freeze on all 
theatre expansion; strict regulation 
of selling practices; breakup of 
pools and other conditions. 


Nonetheless, a formula is still 
being sought. Special board meet 
was called by Barney Balaban, 
Par’s prez, Friday (19), reportedly 
to consider the new settlement 
blueprints. While no word was 
forthcoming from the closed doors 
of the meet, it is understood that 
Par is now weighing two or more 
alternative plans in an effort to 
close out the suit. 


One new Par plan, it is believed, 
would closely follow the RKO pat- 
tern by separating the theatre 
wing, fairly intact, from the pro- 
duction-distribution end of the 
business. According to these re- 
ports, Balaban would move over to 
assume presidency of the new 
theatre company. Par’s president 
formerly headed the Balaban & 
Katz chain in Chicago. 


Alternatively, it is said, company 
has proffered a plan to the Govy- 
ernment which would eliininate al- 
most all partnership theatres and a 
number of nabes. Under this sec- 
ond scheme, the parent organiza- 
tion would retain its hold on the 
balance of theatres after the de- 
cree lopped off those sold down 
the river. 

C. P. Skouras’ Stand 


Reportedly, so far as 20th is con- 
cerned, the chances of a deal with 
the Government have been rocked 
by the opposition of Charles P. 
Skouras, head of National Theatres. 
Other toppers of the company, it’s 
said, were prepared to go a long 
way towards divorcement for a 
consent decree. Skouras, who re- 
turned to the Coast over the week- 
end after a series of homeoffice 














huddles, has been fighting against 
large-scale concessions to the Gov- 
ernment. 





RKO Loan 


Continued from page 3 






formed while preserving all assets 
of the duo as security for payment. 


As a production loan, normal 
procedure would be for the studio 
end to assume the obligation. How- 
ever, the coin was advanced more 
on the earning capacity of the the- 
atres than that of the studio. If 
both companies assume the debt, 
then some hard-and-fast way must 
be worked out whereby neither 
pays more than its share. 

Situation is complicated by the 
fact that the stockholders of the 
two companies will be diverse and 
their interests separate. Stock of 
both units will be bought and sold 
by the public freely so that the 
uniformity of holdings, including 
that of Howard Hughes, will shift 
rapidly. Hughes must unload one 
or the other within the year. ~ 

It is believed that the bank loan 
problem is one of the major fac- 
tors behind the delay in calling a 
stockholders’ meet to approve the 
plan. When that is solved, a meet- 





‘its solution to the situation hasn't Technicolor film readily available. | ing will be called without further 


‘been determined. 


ee en Alb 


The complaint also charges the 


' delay. 
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New ‘Ice Follies’ Colorful Display; 


Henie’s 49 Sho 


With the 13th annual edition of? 


Shipstads & Johnson “Ice Follies 
of 1949,” the last of the old guard 
has disappeared. The vets of this 
show, Evelyn Chandler, Bruce 
Mapes, Oscar Johnson and Roy 
Shipstad are no longer on the rink. 
They're sorely missed inasmuch as 
they provided the punch of the 
show in previous editions 

All of them were of the calibre 
that could stampede a house of the 
size of the Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., where layout opened 
Tuesday (16 The replacements 
while capable skaters who draw 
upper-bracket hands, are still to 
attain the showmanly attributes 
that would put the “Follies” into 
the hit class 

The blades artists 
that stop the show are comedians 
Frick & Frack Their aill-too- 
brief turn gives an indication what 
could happen if there were more 
p-rformers of this calibre sprinkled 
throughout the proceedings. Frick 
and Frack’s antics are models of 
tiniing, skating ability and excel- 
leni routine conception. It’s the 
only act whose applause continued 
into the following number. 


sole set of 


However, the skate-star collec- 
tictt current with the ‘Follies’ 
coupled with Radio City Music 


Hall like production values make 


for a pleasant if not too punchy 
show. The display indicates aban- 
don of budgetary considerations 
with the lush costuming and ex- 


pensive sets and props. For ex- 
ample the replica of the Fountains 





Shipstads & Johnson produc- 
tion with Frick & Frack, Hugh 
Hendrickson, Betty Schalow, 
Harris & Phyllis Legg, John 
Mulvey, Ole Ericksen, Rasmus 
sein & Cameron, Monica Moran, 
Ross & Bill Stine, 

Schramm Twins, Scotvold 

Twins, Virginia Morrison, Les 

Hamilton, Carlos Romero, Jr., 

Monica Moran, Hazel Franklin: 

Narena & Norris line; Walter 

Rudolph Orch with Paul Gan- 

non; choregraphy, Frances 

Cl-audet; costumes designed 

by Helen Rose; music, Larry 

Morey. Opened at Madison 
_ Square Garden, N. Y., Sept. 16, 
~ 48; $6 top. 


| 
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ide 








of Versailles used in the opening 
act sets the show off nicely. ' The 
“Candyland” fantasy is fitting con- 
cession to the juvenile payees, and 
the Chinese and Mardi Gras num- 
bers are lavishly presented. But in 
all these numbers the punch of 
topnotch skating flashes is needed 
to give these sequences the desired 
lift. 

There are several skaters that 
could be star material with some 
redesigning of routines. Among 
them are Hugh Hendrickson and 
Betty Schalow, both of whom are 
superior performers who have a 
graceful stride and broad sweep of 
motion; the Schramm Twins are 
excellent precision skaters who do 
a number in shackles; Phyllis and 
Harris Legg whose stilt-stint. al- 
ways pleases; Narena and Norris. 
who approach top brackets with 
their adagio work; Legg’s barre!- 


jumping work plus his leap 
through a revolving barbed wire 
device; Hazel Franklin’s _ pie- 
turesque turns; the comedy work 
of Bill Rasmussen and Bill 
Cameron, and Virginia Morrison 


and Les Hamilton, give a lift to the 
production. 

Featured newcomer, this year, is 
Marilyn Ruth Take, Canadian fig- 
ure-skating champ who partici- 
pied in this year’s Olympic games. 
Kiss Take shows promise, but still 
needs to~attain the professional 
polish to put her in the top brack- 
ets. 


Another added starter are the 


Le Ducs (2! who take the place 
of the Roy Shipstad sequence, 
which is on the printed program, 
bu! not on display. They have an 
act built along the lines of the 
NicKellens, who were with the 


“Follies” in previous years, but are 
siill to reach the perfection of 
their predecessors. 

Other participants who shine are 
Mee Ross and Bill Stine, Bill 
Cameron and Carlos Romero, Jr.. 
Scotvold Twins, Ole Eriesen and 
John Mulvey, latter doing a Pansy 
the Horse stint in a lion skin, and 
Monica Moran. 


The choreography is generally 
good and the more lengthy 


secuences might have been punc- 
tunied with additional spark. 
Current “Follies” edition points 
up the need of the ice-show in- 
dustry to build names. There are 
many talented performers who 
laber in comparative anonymity 
who could develop into customer 
enticers. Although | rink-shows 
have been getting along hand- 


w Another Dazzler 





somely on the strength of expen- 
sive production values and novel- 
ty. boxoffice insurance in the way 
of names is rapidly becoming a 
matter of necessity. The various 
touring shows on the road will 
eventually need the hypo of names 
It would be wise procedure to an- 
ticipate that necessity now. Jose. 


Hollywood Iee Revue 
18 


Indianapolis, Nov 
Arthur M. Wirtz production in 
two acts and 19 scenes, starring 
Sonja Henie features Freddte 
T ‘en cler, Michael Kirby, Gretle & 
Robert Uksila, Jack Raffloer & 
Jerry Mapes: Mickey Michaels, 


James Treloar, Jean Sturgeon, Mc 
Kellen Bros. At Coliseum, India 
napolis, Nov. 17, 1948. 


Sonja Henie has another dazzling 
display in her 1949 “Hollywood Ice 
Revue.” which opened premiere 
run of 18 performances at Coli- 
seum here before audience of 10,- 
200 Nov. 17. Show merely runs 
true to form in first act, but opens 
up with rink spectacles in second 
half that top anything she has 
done before. More new talent also 


is turned up in this edition than 
for many years. 
First big sock after intermission 


is “Chopiniana’”’ number in which 
entire ensemble of 48, plus six 
show girls, emerge wearing gowns 
covered with small mirrors which 
throw lights like snowflakes into 
all parts of arena. But it’s sur- 
passed by gorgeous coloring of 
costumes and props for tropical 
“Lotus Land” routine, accented by 
black lights, in which Miss Henie 
makes entrance on flower-laden 
swan boat that moves under own 
power. Projectors throw waves into 
darkened ice to heighten spectacu- 
lar effect. 


| Show also stacks up better than 


laverage on entertainment side. 
‘Miss Henie gets along well with 
steady partner Michael Kirby, and 
appears six times in course of pro- 
gram. repeating such crowd 
pleasers as her rhumba and hula. 


Freddy Trenkler pulls hearty 
laughs as usual, with bouncing ball 
tactics, especially in new takeoff 


on hockey, but has plenty of com- 
petition this trip from newcomers, 
McKellen Bros., who score with 
comedy acrobatics. in turn called 
“Football Foolery.” Other _first- 
timers who register strong impres- 
sions are Jean Sturgeon and 
Mickey Michaels in stilt-skating 
routine and, with James Treloar. in 
“Playtime” novelty; and Jack Raf- 
‘floer and Bruce Mapes in a slick 
|precision number. The 
among the returnees, get a nice 
-hand for their clowning as Popeye 
‘and Olive Oyl. 

Catherine Littlefield had large 
ensemble in unusually good work- 
ing order for opening. The kids 
were holding their lines well and 
executing difficult maneuvers with 
snap. Outstanding production num- 
bers just a cut below those men- 
tioned are “Salute to Countess of 
‘Monte Carlo,” in honor of Miss 
Henie’s latest film; “Jungle Rhum- 
ba,” with more effective use of 
black lights; tastily costumed “Evo- 
lution of Waltz” and grand finale, 
‘Frisco Jenny Comes to Town.” 


This looks to be show’s biggest | 
year here. Seats equivalent to ca- | 


pacity for 15 of 18 nights were 
reported sold in advance of open- 
ing. Total attendance should ex- 
ceed 200,000, including many visit- 
ors coming by special trains and 
buses from Cincinnati, Dayton, 
Louisville and other towns in bor- 
der states. Corb. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Bert Wheeler with George Jason, 
Rose Marie, The Pitchmen (3), Re- 
nald & Rudy, Jack Fulton Orch: 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col). 





While there is a load of talent 
here, most effective results are losi. 
Main trouble is having Bert Wheel- 
er as m.c. and giving his act piece- 
meal. sandwiched between other 
turns. Comic doesn’t really start 
rolling and seems to be working up 
to heariy laughs and then has to 


drop his routine to build up the 
next act. 
Wheeler has George Jason as 


straightman this trip. Lanky foil, 
as theatre assistant manager, who 
tips off Wheeler’s quips, gets hearty 
guffaws. Duo run through some 
real oldies—so old that present-day 
audiences think they're new and 
ive them a big hand. 

Rose Marie socks over with her 
comedy singing, her main stock in 
trade still being her acid etching 
of Jimmy Durante looking for the 


} \drums, and Arvell Shaw, bass. 
Uksilas, | 
‘ling a crack arrangement of the 


|Marchin’ In” to garner heavy mit- 


“Lost Chord.’ She rocks, “Mama | 
Says No,” to open, and sticks to! 


her potent version of “Butcher 
Boy” for closer. 

The Pitchmen prove close com- 
petition to Spike Jones in their 
antics, with imitations of musical 
instruments and bands and their 
handling of wacky contrivances. 

Renald & Rudy, youthful tum- 
blers, get big hand for their mus- 
cle control, slow motion, balancing 
act. Rudy Wagner, house orch 
leader, does a fine job on ’88 solo. 
Zabe. 


Apotle, N. Y. 
“Father” Hines Orch (13 
Armstrong Band (7) with 
Jack Teagarden, Barney Bigard, 
Big Sid Catlett, Arvell Shaw, 
Velma Middleton, Earl Hines: 3 
Aces, Lewis & White, 2 Zephyrs; 
“Return the Whistler” (Col 


Earl 


Louis 


oF 


Happy combination of Earl 
“Father” Hines band with Louis 
Armstrong’s all star unit makes a 
pleasing entertainment package at 
the Apollo this week. Both groups 
wham the payees for solid returns. 
With five brass, three rhythm and 
five reed, Hines’ aggregation kicks 
off With “Fine and Dandy.” Lead- 
er is then cut in for a sock piano 
solo of “One I Love Belongs to 
Somebody Else.” 

Three Aces, an ofay acrobatic 
team, contrib some neat hand-to- 
hand balancing. Male trio is a pre- 
cision turn whose varied routines 
culminate in a three-man pyramid. 
Frequently booked in _ niteries, 
they’re able to display more pro- 
ficiency here inasmuch as they are 
unhampered by the low ceilings of 
most bistros. 

A comic duo, the Two Zephyrs 
are two gents clad in green and 


yellow suits respectively. Open 
with a bit of exaggerated business 
using a pair of loaded dice. How- 


ever, the lads register better in a 
slow motion, pantomime sequence 
where they simulate a fight. Off to 
a good reception. Hines’ crew is 
spotted for another stint that gives 
tenor saxman Buddy Johnson some 
solo toots on “I'll Be Seeing You,” 
backed by the reed section. It’s a 
click with the customers. 

Comedy team of Lewis & White 
shows a fair amount of talent. But 
their ability could be considerably 
enhanced with fresher material, 
especially in view of their frequent 
repeats at this Harlem vaudery. Be- 
sides exchanging rapidfire gags, 
boys also do some brief terping 
and have a fine finale in the 
snappy baton twirling of one of the 
duo. 

Final 25 minutes of the show 
which runs a shade over an hour 
is held down more than capably by 
Armstrong and his colleagues. In 
his familiar gravel-voiced delivery, 
Armstrong warbles “Shadrach” ac- 
comped by Jack Teagarden, trom- | 
bone; Earl Hines, piano; Barney 
Bigard, clarinet; Big Sid vege 

e 
follows by trumpeting and vocal- 


spiritual “When the Saints Go 


ting. 


'shine in individual stints are Hines 


Teagarden also gets his innings 
via a trombone solo of “St. James 
Infirmary Blues.” Throwing in a 
laconic vocal of the chorus, he 
scores solidly. Jam sesh featuring 
Bigard, Shaw and Teagarden also 
gets across nicely. Others who 


and Catlett. Final fillip is supplied 
by buxom Velma Middleton. Her, 
bluesy “Rockin’ Tonight" proves 
an okay number prior to the show’s 
windup. rilb. 
Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Nov. 20. | 
Allen Jenkins with Frank Sully 
& June Bentley; Les Mathis, Jack 
& Marilyn Nagle, Buddy Lewis, 
Yvonne Moray, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Embraceable You” (WB). 


Fairly satisfying show on tap 
this week, with the ingredients 
punching for the maximum and 
averaging mixed results. 

Hollywood filmites are in 
topline spot and get by with some 
hoary material, the approach and 
delivery negating in many in- 
stances the familiar touch to the 
gags and patter of Allen Jenkins 
with Frank Sully aiding, oruvey. 
Attractive June Bentley provides 
eye appeal and some smart tunes 
to add to the overall effect. 

Emcee Buddy Lewis nandles the 
intro chores competently and in 
own spot sets up a fast-worked se- 
ries of impreshes that hit the stand- 
ard pace for a heaithy bowoff. The 
usual film and stage stars are pre- 
dominant in his routine. 

Tiny Yvonne Moray clicks in her 
song stanza. 

Les Mathis earns solid reception 
with his unicycling and juggling. 
Stunts are cleverly handled for 
maximum results. 

Tee offers, Jack & Marilyn 
Nagie, handle the terp department 
smarfly, with their toe-tapestries 
balanced into a zingy blend. Les 
Rhode and house orch set the back- 
groundings smoothly. Lary. 


| Smiles 


the | 


Capitol, N. Y. 


Jane Powell, Joey Adams, Tony 
Canzoneri & Mark Plant, Pupi 
Campo, Susan & Fred Barry, Shep 
Fields Orch (16) with Toni Arden; 
“The Kissing Bandit.” reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 13, °48 





The new Capitol show is one of 
the punchiest this house has had 
in some time. It’s a bill punctuated 
with reliable applause winners, has 
name value in Jane Powell, and a 
liberal amount of comedy plus 
good orchestral and dance values. 
Of major interest on the display 
Jane Powell’s second appear- 
ance here. This Metro starlet, since 
her last visit, has picked up the 
necessary showmanship, poise and 
stage presence to put her in the 
hit class. Two encores and a beg- 
off speech are necessary to get her 


Is 


off Miss Powell, of course, has 
had some superior numbers from 
her pix to draw from. including 
“It’s a Most Unusual Day” from 


“Date With Judy.” In addition, she 
reprises some of her songs from 
other films and does standards such 
as “Donkey Serenade” to bring 
about solid reaction. Aside from 
her top songalog, liberal doses of 
charm and_well-worded  introes 
make her one of the more solid 
vaude bets from picture ranks. 
Joey Adams, with Mark Plant 
and Tony Canzoneri score handily 
with their comedics. Adams is one 


of the more solid theatre come- 
dians whose brash charm and 
eager-to-please attitude bring addi- 


tional converts to his cause with 
each successive showing. He’s 
smart enough to change stories, 


but retain the essential framework 
of his act. Thus with Canzoneri 
and Plant to provide hefty assists, 
maximum entertainment values are 
displayed. This year they've added 
a bit previously performed at the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. The old song- 
writer bit has been refurbished 
with bandleader Pupi Campo, dou- 
bling from the Embassy, as the 
foil. Piece is similarly loaded 
with laughs to provide a rewarding 
session for the customers. 


Completing the act lineup, Susan | 


and Fred Barry, show skill in the 
execution of turns and overhead 
lifts. Barry. with his new partner, 
still needs to pick up some of the 


| finesse that he previously executed, 


but his applause-winning finishes 
still set them solidly. New girl is 
a fine dancer and Barry hasn't lost 
his skill, but they've still to put 
the finishing touches on the com- 
bination. They're off to a goo 
start and it’s a matter of additional 
playing time before they show top 
form. The small stage space handi- 
caps their overhead lifts consider- 
ably. 
Shep Fields 


is a theatre-wise 


|maestro with a shrewd knack of 


picking tunes that win favor, and 
whose deportment helps to get him 


across. Aside from excellent show- | 


backing, Fields does entertaining 


/and music‘anly jobs on a brace of 
| tunes, 
| China” 


including “Slow Boat to 
with vocalist Toni Arden 
giving a good account of herself, 
“Hora Stacato” and “Fiddle Fad- 
dle.” He uses a few reminders of 
his ‘rippling rhythm” days for 
good effect. 

Capitol layout is a satisfactory 
show in all departments. Jose. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Burt Lancaster with Nick Cravat, 
Julie Wilson, Charlene Harris: 
Saul Grauman (4), Bob Hall, Carl 
Sands Orch; “When My Baby 
At Me” (20th). 


Management has caught one of 
the hottest pie properties and wise- 
ly billed it with a top film. Combi- 
nation should result in heavy pay- 
off. Only thing which would hurt 
top take is the bobbysox holdovers. 

Burt Lancaster has a 20-minute 
act. which in main, moves rapidly 
for neat returns. Reviewed under 
New Acts. 

Only two other acts on the bill, 
due to length of featured act. Saul 
Grauman opens with his three 
shapely gals, who trip up and down 


nis musical staircase, ringing out 
pop tunes and “1812 Overture.” 
rroupe returns to encore with 


“Bells of St. Mary” for bowoff. 
Bob Hall, comic rhymester, gets 
guifaws with his pairing of odes 
about current events and personali- 
ties. Audience chuckles as he de- 
scribes their antics, especially juve- 
niles in the first rows. 
_ Cari Sand house orch does a fine 
job in pacing the show. Zabe. 





LIDDIE HEADIN’ HOME 
Paris, Nov. 8. 

Liddie Murphy, U. S.. singer 
'who’s been touring the Orient for 
many vears, Sailed for the U. S. 
Nov. 6. 

Last engagement was at the Ho- 
tel Park. Iran, where she played 
\for 52 weeks. 


| Strand, N. Y. 

|_ Frankie Carle Orch (16), with 
Marjorie Hughes, Bob Locken; 
Giselle & Francois Szonyi, Tim Her. 

ibert; “Fighter Squadron” (WB) 
reviewed in current issue o 

_ VARIETY. 


Strand is showing a ood. rou. 
tinely constructed show headed by 
|Frankie Carle's orchestra in con: 
ijunction with “Fighter Squadron” 
film. Carle’s solidly commercial 
combo and his slick pianoing are 
nicely supported by two. outsid 
acts, both of which work well an 
round out an entertaining stage in- 
terlude. 

Carle’s grouping of six brass, five 
sax, four rhythm, plus himself is 
the mainstay of course. It’s a 
smoothly working crew that plays 
well together, grooving almost 
everything in a fluid dance béat, 
and it has an advantage in being 
able to put two fine vocalists into 
the spotlight Beginning with a 
medley of standards and a brief 
introduction of various tempos the 
band is capable of and cuts 
throughout the show, the combina- 
tion covers a wide variety of pops, 
standards and production numbers 
and is highly satisfying with them 
all. Two production pieces are 
built around a parody of “It’s the 
Talk of the Town,” with Carle him- 
‘self fogging the vocal across 
abetted by choral contributions 
from the band, and a bit based on 
“Alabamy Bound,” during which 
the band makes like a locomotive. 
This item could be improved; it’s 
done under full lights and while 
there's good illusion’ (one sax man 
puffs a pipe through a mega- 
phone), better lighting ideas could 
j/improve it. 
| Carle’s finale demonstrates the 
reason for his success. He covers 
a full 10 minutes or more with a 
‘frosting of vari-tempo tunes of all 
istyles, with only rhythm backing, 
and his fingering of the keyboard 
completely holds his audience for 
the full time. He nicely segues into 
a boogie-woogie beat, which the 
|full.band picks up to blast out the 
finale. It’s a fine finish. 

Marjorie Hughes, Carle's daugh- 
ter, and Bob Locken handle the vo- 
ieals. Locken is on first and the 
'guy does a job that indicates a sun- 
ny future. Opening with “Slow 
Boat to China,”’ and following with 
“Empty Saddles,”’ he demenstrates 
a rare understanding of a lyric, 


good phrasing and control. Miss 
Hughes improved tremendously 


during her layoff from band work, 
both vocally and personality-wise. 
Nicely costumed, she pitches past 
disk hits such as “Oh What It 
Seemed to Be,” “Rumors Are Fly- 
ing,” “Beg Your Pardon,” “I Don’t 
|'Want to Meet Any More People” 
‘and the perennial “Chick With the 


Band,” a cute novelty that goes 
‘over solidly. 
| Giselle & Francois Szonyi is a 


French dance team heralded as 
playing its first date in the U. S. 
|Actually they've been at Le 
Directoire, N. Y. nitery. A sister 


and brother pairing, they show 
excellent possibilities for smart 
initery and theatre work here. 


| Working in costumes that put two 
istrikes on them immediately, they 
‘easily wrap up a _ sympathetic 
|audience (Carle’s intro cites the 
foreign angle’ with two routines 
chock full of grace snd unique 
‘holds. One overhead spin, for ex- 
,ample, finds the brother holdin 
isister aloft by one hand grippe 
ito her thigh. It’s an excellent act 
‘that needs only dressing. 

Tim Herbert pitches the laughs. 
' Young and refreshing looking, the 
/comic uses good material to good 
‘effect. Starting out with extra 
‘lyrics to ‘“‘“Manana,” which put his 
audience into a warm mood, he hits 
\’em with silly and effective gags 
‘and bits, an eccentric dance, a 
‘laughable take off on an English- 
‘man and a host of other items that 
force him to beg off. A good act 
that would be even better in inti- 
mate nitery surroundings. 

Wood. 


Lyons Makes Bid For 
AGVA Job Vacated by Fox 


Candidates for the post of east- 
ern regional director of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists being 
vacated by Dave Fox. are beginning 
to crop up. Currently leading the 
field is Jimmy Lyons, AGVA na 
fional board member, who last 
week circuiarized the members of 
the board declaring his candidacy. 

Fox tendered his resignation to 
take effect Dec. 4, but it hasn't 
been acted on yet by the board. 
| Fox asked for a contract on his 
services, but board declared that 
there’s no such provision in the 
AGVA constitution. 


FLOORSHOWS FOR NW SPOTS 
Seattie, Nov. 23. 
| American Italian club, Seattle, 
and Palomar club, Vancouver, are 
adding floor shows. 








| Jerry Ross agency booking. 
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Why Stage Revivals? 


With playwright Russel Crouse subbing for John Mason Brown 
as moderator on “Critic at Large’ on the ABC-TV web Thursday 
(18) night, a group of top-name legit celebs were on hand to argue 


the current debatable question of “Why Stage Revivals?” 


Adlib 


huddle broke down into press agent Dick Maney holding the fort 
alone in his stand against revivals against Crouse, designer Jo 


Mielziner and actor Dennis King. 


None of them, though, came up 


with a potent argument on either side. 
Maney based his stance on the assertion that, with the exception 
ei Shakespeare and a few other classics, no play is worth reviving. 
evivals, he said, represent a “tribute to yesterday,” whereas the 
theatre should be more concerned with today and tomorrow. Any 
season showing a great many revivals, he added, is also a season in 


which creative effort is at its lowest ebb. 


Crouse, Mielziner and 


King based their side of the argument on Mielziner’s statement 
that revivals have a definite place in contemporary theatre but use 
of the word, “revival,” to identify them, immediately calls forth 


prejudice. He asked for another 


term for their designation. 


While Crouse and his three participants evidently knew what 
they were talking about, the show lacked sparkle and verve from 


an entertainment standpoint. 
projected well and a roving mike 
the speakers made it 


difficult at times to hear them. 


None of the four, including King, 


that too often strayed away from 
Seating 


arrangement was also bad. Crouse most of the time talked with his 
back directly to the cameras and, anytime a running debate opened 


up between any two of the guests, 


arated for both to be drawn within camera range. 


they were usually too widely sep- 
Stal. 








Additional $39,000 Cost for ‘Anne’ 
Via Scrapping of Heavier Prod. 


With the 
slated to be ready next week for) 
the Baltimore engagement, “Anne! 
of the Thousand Days” is being! 
whipped into final shape by the 
Playwrights’ Co. and Leland Hay- 
ward for its scheduled opening 
Dec. 7 at the Shubert, N. Y. Al- 


new 


able, the production mixup, with) 
its attendant postponements, added | 
time out of town, ticket refunds, | 
etc., will probably cost well over) 
$35,000. 

Management has already called 
on the backers for the 3314%| 
additional financing allowed in the 
limited partnership agreement. 
That, on top of the $100,000 set 
in the original budget, means the | 
production will cost $133,300, plus | 
whatever extra coin Hayward, as 
sole general partner, must put up 
to bring the show to Broadway. 

Besides the production’s other | 
troubles, the original director, Bre- 
taigne Windust, came down with 
virus pneumonia during the Phila- 
delphia tryout and became so ex-| 
hausted he had to bow out, with 
H. C. Potter brought from Holly- 
wood to take over the staging. 


According to those who saw) 


multiple setting + 





Eyes London ‘Charley’ 


Ernest Martin, co-producer of 
current Broadway hit, ‘“Where’s 
Charley?’’, planes to London to- 
day (Wed.) to see about an Eng- 
lish production of the musical 
comedy and to look over possible 


Broadway show. 
He’s due back in about a week. 


Author Scores 
Gribble for Flop 


Julie Berns, author of “For Heav- 
en’s Sake, Mother,” which opened 





and closed last week at the Belasco, | 


N. Y., accuses Harry Wagstaff Grib- 
ble of “walking out” after he had 
“completely ruined the play.’’ She 


‘claims that he changed her original 


script beyond recognition and then 
failed to direct it properly. Grib- 
ble quit as stager during the Phila- 
delphia tryout, announcing that he 
was unable to agree with the au- 
thoress on revisions. 

According to Miss Berns, Gribble 


ey 





Ezra Stone 
harks back to a time when 
jJambon was in bloom and 
‘The Road’ was In fullest 

flower in 
“That’s My Cue”’ 


* 


* * 





@ humorous feature in the 
43d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











dation, with the Soviet Government 
to bring about an American tour of 
ithe Moscow Art Theatre under 
NAF sponsorship have fallen 
through. Although negotiating 
'with Russian authorities since last 
June, Smith received a final 
llast week when he was informed 








Webster Bard Co. 
Socko; Set for 84 


| Cities Thru April 


The Margaret Webster Shake- 
'speare Co., now in its ninth week 
‘of touring with productions of 
| “Hamlet” and “Macbeth,” has been 
|doing terrific business in every 
| booking but one to date. Troupe, 
/needing only $4,500 a week to 
break even, has been averaging 
$9,000 a week as its share of the 
| take. 

| Troupe has bookings in 84 cities, 
ithrough April. Only eight are 
commercial bookings, with every- 
thing else guaranteed, including 54 
college and 22 women’s club dates. 
Of the eight commercial dates, five 
;have been played. Four of these 
| were successful, with only the 
|Montreal stay a flop. Two per- 
'formances in Hartford grossed 
| $5,300; one performance in Albany, 


| grossed $14,000, and another week 
| in Buffalo grossed $14,500, but 
‘these were guaranteed date’ of 
| $6,600 flat, each local managers 
getting the rest, and clearing about 
| $2,000 each above expenses. 
Critical reception everywhere 
has been good, with exception of 
Montreal, where mixed reception 
affected boxoffice adversely. Ad- 
vance. sale in many colleges was 
so good that extra performances 
were asked for, and in some cases 
| arranged. Connecticut College, in 
New London, sold out its sched- 
uled performance six weeks ahead, 
and asked troupe to stay over for 


} 
{ 


another day, and sold that out, 
| too. 
| Troupe will play midwest 


through mid-December, then lay 
| off for the Christmas holidays, go- 
ing out again in January, through 
April. F 





'by the Soviet that its government 
would permit an “interchange of 
\objects of art, but not persons.” 

| Turndown recalls a remark once 
made by the onetime Soviet Amer- 
ican Ambassador, Andrei Gromyko, 
to Smith that his countrymen didn’t 
want their artists to be “exploited 
by capitalist managers.” 


N. Y. ‘Shoes In 
$97,700 Profit 








Original production of “High 
Button Shoes,” at the Broadway, 
|N. Y., has earned a profit of a 


| trifle over $97,700 as of Nov. 1, on 
|an investment of around $200,000, 


Moscow Art Visit Nixed 


Efforts made by Carleton Smith, | 
director of the National Arts Foun- | 


nix | 


| and is currently netting about $10,-| 


000 a week more. Road company, 
currently winding u 
| Chicago, has earne 


back all but 


a long run in} 


. Pie | about $22,000 of its original $150,- | 
though ‘actual figures aren't avail-| Material for dramatization for a) $3500. One week stay in Toronto | 000 cost. 


| Effective Nov. 1, profit paid to 
| backers of the original production 


| totaled $50,000, with $47,700 still, 


ito be distributed. Liabilities in- 
cluded over $12,600 in escrow for 
| payment of Mary Hunter's breach- 
| of-contract award. Assets included 
|over $35,000 in cash and nearly 
| $21,000 in bonds. 

Backers of the road company had 
| received $100,000 of their original 
{investment, and there was more 
|than $28,000 available capital list- 
led. Liabilities of the road troupe 
included $7,200 in reserve for Miss 
|Hunter, and assets included $15,500 


|in cash and almost $21,000 in 
| bonds. 
For the last two weeks of its 


| stay at the Shubert, N. Y., the 
|original production grossed over 
| $37,000 and $37,500, respectively, 
|of which the company share was 
about $26,600 and $26,900, and the 
profit was about $4,900 and $3,200. 


| tacks on theatrical 


Frank Fay Sounds Off (Again) In 
Boston; Sweeping ‘Commie’ Calling 


Boston, Nov. 23. 
Frank Fay rode his favorite 
hobby horse before a Knights of 
Columbus meeting Sunday night 
(21) with sweeping charges of 
Communism running rampant in 


_Hollywood and on Broadway. Us- 


ing “red” paint by the gallon, he 
smeared a couple of dozen top film 
legit stars, producers and direc- 
tors with brush strokes that had 
more zeal than finesse. 

Among Fay’s widely sweeping 
charges was a statement that “at 
least 80% of all Communists who 
come into this country come here 
through theatrical channels.’ Dur- 
ing his speech, one of similar at- 
figures made 
during the run here of “Harvey,” 
Fay asked his 300 listeners to name 
any Broadway or Hollywood per- 
sonality so that he could tab them 


, politically. 


In retail fashion, he then pinned 
the Commie label on a procession 
of luminaries that read like Cen- 


‘tral Casting. He also dished out 


wholesale accusations against the 
full casts of several Broadway 
shows. The only two stars lucky 
enough to get through his personal 
screening untainted were Bing 
Crosby and Bob Hope, whom, Fay 
(Continued on page 48) 





’Prostie’-Hope’ Tour 
To Be Decided Soon; 
Still Making Profit 


Whether the “Respectful Pros- 
stitute’—“Hope Is the Thing” 
dual-bill will tour or close after 
the Broadway run will be decided 
in the next couple of weeks by 
New Stages, the producing organi- 
zation. Show is still making a 
small profit, but may have to 
vacate the Cort, N. Y., shortly to 
make room for incoming new pro- 
ductions. One of the factors to 


'be considered is the possible cen- 


“Anne” in Philly, the heavy origi- | 





nal production, involving 10 sets 
and a revolving stage for the 24 
scenes, dwarfed the play. Since) 
many of the scenes are very brief | 
they would frequently be finished | 
before the audience had become. 
accustomed to the handsome set-)| 
tings and begun to pay attention | 
to the actors and lines. So the 
elaborate production was tossed 
out and a completely new one 
built. The replacement is de- 
scribed as a single, impressionistic 
setting, with lighting creating the 
effect of different locales. 

There have been a number of 
more or less similar cases of elab- 
orate productions having to be 
junked for other shows in recent 
years. In one such instance, the, 
Rowland Stebbins revival of “Cae- | 
sar and Cleopatra,” in which Tal- 
lulah Bankhead starred, Jo Miel- | 
ziner was the designer involved. | 


| 
} 





Crawford-Freedley To 
Produce 2d ‘ANTA Album’ 


Second edition of the “ANTA. 
Album,” composed of memorable 
scenes and bits from former 
Broadway hits, will be presented 
by the American National Theatre | 
& Academy either Jan. 16 or 23. 
Cheryl Crawford and Vinton Freed- 
ley will be co-producers, succeed- 
ing Osear Serlin, who put the origi- 
nal edition together last year. Rob- 
ert Schnitzer may be production 
manager. 

Possible resumption of the Ex- 
perimental Theatre this season will, 
be considered at a meeting of the 
ET board this afternoon ‘Wed.). 
So far the project has been 
proved by the Dramatists Guild 
and given tentative okay by Equity, 
but definite plans have been stalled 
pending settlement of objections 
from the Fact 
tee, representing the craft unions. 
However. an Invitational Series un- 
der ET sponsorship was. started 
last week. 


' also got $2,500 as director, but she | 


"S LONDON GETS TWO IN 
‘SLINGS,’ ‘SOLITARY’ 


was to get 25% of the royalties 
as co-author, with the proviso t 


she be listed as sole author. He | 


‘folded Saturday night 


ap- | 


Finding Commit- ' 


took over as stager when he quit, 
although she admittedly isn’t quali- 
fied as a director. “Heaven's Sake” 
(20) after 


'seven performances, for a loss of 


about .$30,000. David Kay was pro- 
ducer, with Jules Leventhal as 
silent partner. 


Originally a radio writer, Miss | 


Berns subsequently authored two 
musicals for the Yiddish stage. 


“Sake” was her first Broadway pro- 


duction. 


PREP ‘FREE AND EASY’ 
MUSICAL OF SHOW BIZ 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Return of Johnny Mercer from 





ithe east next week is expected to. 


signalize start of casting for ‘Free 


‘and Easy,” musical which Leighton | 


Brill and Paul P. Schreibman will 
produce at the Coronet here prior 
to Broadway. Mercer and Robert 
Emmett Dolan are supplying the 
words and music to go with the 
Sig Herzig-Milton Lazarus book. 
“Free and Easy” will have a 
showbiz background, locales includ- 
ing a Broadway drama school, Wal- 
green’s drugstore and various New 
England strawhatters. Opening is 
tentatively set for Jan. 20. Under- 


stood backers include Rodgers & 

Hammerstein, for whom Brill is 

Coast rep. ; 
= 





Karlweis’ German ‘Harvey’ 


Oscar Karlweis planes to Europe 
next week to star in a German- 
language version of “Harvey.” 
It'll be done first in Vienna, then 
Switzerland. 

Actor will guest Sunday night 
(28) in the Philco television pres- 
entation of “I Like It Here,” in 
which he appeared on Broadway 


j several seasons ago. 


London, Nov. 23. 
| A slickly-presented, sophisticated 
revue, “Slings and Arrows,” bowed 
at the Comedy Wednesday (17). 
Piece is largely made up of satiri- 
cal sketches which are directed 
| mainly against theatrical personali- 
ties. Cast is topped by Hermione 
Gingold and Walter Crisham. Of- 
fering is below 
i ‘Sweet and Low,” a similar revue 
in which both principals appeared 
jhere five years ago. Appeal of 
“Slings” seems limited to: audi- 
ences hep to the theatrical world. 
In the week's other opening, 
“The Solitary Lover” preemed at 
the Winter Garden Tuesday (16). 
An _ historically interesting first 
play by novelist Winston Clewes, 
drama deals with the love life of 
18th century English satirist Jona- 
than Swift. With Donald Wolfit 
starred, the drama _ is 
well acted and was enthusiastically 
received. It’s in for four weeks. 





Cochran’s Hopkins Deal; 


‘Bride’ Plans for B’way 
London, Nov. 17. 

A Broadway production of the 
current musical hit, “Bless the 
Bride,” looks fairly certain next 
September according to the show’s 
producer, Sir Charles B. Cochran. 
American version would be done 
with the original London cast. 
However, the showman qualifies his 
announcement by stating the U. S. 
appearances of the play depends 
upon the length of the piece’s lo- 


cal run. At present “Bride” is 
drawing standees at every perform- 
ance. 


Cochran notes that while in New 
York last month he huddled with 
Arthur Hopkins and intimates this 
may lead to a renewal of an oid 
association. Both jointly presented 
“Anna Christie” and “Paris Bound” 
over a score of years ago. 


Oe el tel itt 


the standard of | 


generally | 


Lower net for the second week 
| was due to the cost of moving ihe 
' show to the Broadway. 
| Gross for the first two weeks 
|at the latter house was over $48,- 
'000 a week, with the company share 
| being $38,700 and $35,200, respec- 
‘tively. Net for the first week was 

$4,900 and for the second week 

$16,800, the difference again being 

due to moving costs. 
During the four weeks in Octo- 
ber, the gross for the Chicago en- 
gagement varied between $34,400 
‘and $27,300, with the company 
share ranging between $24,800 and 
$19,500. Highest net for any of the 

four weeks was $3,800, and the 
| final week involved a net loss of 
$500. 


NOSTALGIC MUSICAL 
ABOUT EX-ZIGGY STAR 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Victor Young, Zoel Parenteau 
and Paul Gerard Smith have col- 
|laborated on an intimate musical 
comedy, “Brownstone Front,” and 
jare dickering with Irving Fisher, 
‘former Ziegfeld “Follies” juvenile, 
to play the leading role of an ex- 
Ziegfeld star. Show requires a 
‘cast of only eight principals and 
16 boys and girls. Hermes Pan, 
who staged the dances for Michael 
Todd’s new musical, “As the Girls 
Go,” is being sought for the same 
assignment. 

Broadway production is planned 
for this season. 


‘Counter’ Still Clicking 
In Anzac Territory 
Sydney, Nov. 9 

“Under the Counter,” British 
revue with Cicely Courtneidge, will 
do a stand in Perth. “Counter” 
has completed a fine run in New 
Zeaiand. 

Revue, which was a success in 
London, flopped in New York, but 
‘has been going great here. 








sorship angle in various cities 
where the twin-bill would play. 
Next New Stages offering? 
Thornton Wilder’s adaptation of 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s “The Victors,” 


goes into rehearsal tomorrow 
(Thur.) under the direction of 
Mary Hunter, who staged 


“Prostie.” It will be presented at 
the New Stages theatre, in Green- 
wich Village, N. Y. 

The organization has worked out 
an agreement with Norman Rose 
and David Heilweil, former co- 
managing directors 
members, whereby they've re- 
signed all positions with New 
Stages, including membership in 
the boards of the parent group and 
the Respectful Co., and have re- 
linquished their option to pur- 
chase stock. Pair retain their orig- 
inal limited share of stock and get 
a cash settlement for their con- 
tractual claims. 

With Winston O’Keefe as new 
managing director of the organi- 
zation, Lily Turner becomes ad- 
ministrative assistant and Alice 
Katz executive secretary. Alex- 
ander E. Racolin has been re- 
tained as counsel and the firm of 
Algase & Guise as accountants. 


and board 





Morley Interested In 
Play on Maupassant 


Robert Morley, star of “Edward, 
My Son,” at the Martin Beck thea- 
tre, N. Y., is interested in a new 
play titled “Maupassant,” based on 
the life of the French writer. 

The author, Ralph T. Kettering, 
Chicago dramatist and former the- 


atre manager, is reported also 
working on another script, “Not 
by Might,” about a suicide who 


gets another chance at life. 





Sandusky Explosion 


Sandusky, Q., Nov. 23. 
An accumulation of dust in the 
storage room of the old Biemiller 


, Opera House last week caused an 


explosion which blew out a sec- 
tion of the outer brick wall. The 
explosion followed a blaze, which 
broke out in the storage room. 

House is leased by John A. Him- 
meleim, who operates it as the San- 
dusky theatre, showing films Sat- 
urday and Sunday. The blaze was 
finally brought under control by a 
turnout of all the city’s available 
firemen. 
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Member Groups Would Have Wide 


— | 


Autonomy in Merger of Eastern 


Talent Unions; Study Draft This Wk. 





Proposed setup for merger of the 


eastern actor unions of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica calls for the overall governing 
board to have wide policy powers, 
but the member groups to retain 
considerable autonomy in _ their 
own fields. Draft of the suggested 
organization is being studied this 
week by the boards of the affiliate 
groups. Outfits slated to join the 
consolidation are Equity, American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Chorus 
Equity and American Guild of 
Musical Artists. 

Although the name of the 
merged organization has not been 
selected (as previously reported, 
however, the word “Equity” will 
be included) it will temporarily be 
called the “Association.” This 
parent organization, which is to 
remain an affiliate of the 4A’s, will 
have authority in all policy matters 
relating to actors and singers in 
general. Specifically, it will have 
jurisdiction over television (in co- 
operation with Screen Actors 
Guild), will handle the central 
treasury, dues, budgets and the 
organization of new territories. 
Eventual total merger, including 
SAG and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, is the goal. 

The Association’s main office | 
will be in New York. There will be 
a single membership card and a 
common dues structure. Perform- 
ers working in television but not 
members of Equity, AFRA, Chorus 
Equity or AGMA, will be admitted 
directly into the Association. Mem- 
bership cards will indicate the 
field or fields of employment in 
which artists are employed and 
are entitled to vote. 


Local Meetings 

There will be local meetings and 
conventions of the affiliate groups 
to deal with matters relating solely | 
to their own fields. Under the local | 
autonomy setup, members of the 
various affiliates would not be per- 
mitted to vote on matters outside 
their own field (thus, Equity mem- 
bers could not vote on radio ques- 
tions, or the reverse) and each 
affiliate could retain its own condi- 
tions of voting (as Equity now 
limits voting to senior members, | 
for instance). Also the various | 
affiliates could retain present em- 
ployment restrictions in their own | 
fields (Equity’s alien rules, for 
example). 

Each affiliate would become a 
division of the Association with a 
degree of autonomy in its own field 
in New York and Los Angeles, and 
each would elect its own govern- 
ing board. However, branches in 
other cities would be merged into 
Association locals outside the 
jurisdiction of the various divi- 
sions. Thus, the Equity and AFRA 
offices and staffs in Chicago, De- 


Continued on page 52) 


Col. Artists Mgt. In 
Several Switches 


Columbia Artists Mgt. is under- 
going various executive and bureau 
switchés, following its recent di- 
rectorial changes which elevated 
Ward French to chairman of the 
board and Frederick Schang to 
president. 

The Wolfsohn Musical Bureau, 
one of Columbia’s six divisions, 
has been de-activated. Walter 
Preston, who headed the bureau 
in addition to other duties, has 
lett Columbia and will concentrate 
on such ventures as his “Show 
Shop” program on WOR, N. Y., 
and his choral group work. Co- 
lumbia is dickering with several 
people to head up a new radio de- 
partment. 

Columbia has also disassociated 
itself from its lecture bureau, sell- 
ing it to Arthur Judson, head of 
the Judson, O'Neill & Judd di- 
vision of Columbia. It will still 
be known as the Columbia Lecture 
Bureau, with Arthur Judson as its 
head and Edna J. Giesen as its 
director. 

Judson, who retired this fall as 
Columbia prez after 18 years, left 
Wednesday (17) for the Coast, and 
will visit symphony orchestras en 
route, to watch some of the con- 
ductors under his management in 
action. This is his first such trip 
in many years. He'll be back in 
N. Y. Dec. 15. 





Koussevitzky’s Symph 
Guesting Unprecedented 


Boston, Nov. 23. 
For the first time in his long 
career, Serge Koussevitzky will be 
offered to various symphony orches- 
tras as a guest conductor next sea- 
son. Maestro, who is finishing his 
25th year as conductor of the Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra this sea- 
son and then retiring, has never 
appeared with any other U. S. band 
except for a brief stint with the | 
N. Y. Philharmonic as a tribute to 
its 100th birthday six years ago. 
Judson, O'Neill & Judd, Inc., 
division of Columbia Artists Mgt., 
will handle Koussevitzky for guest 
dates. Maestro will conduct the 
Berkshire Festival this summer, 
when he also celebrates his 75th 
birthday Charles Muneh_ takes 
over the Boston Symph reins next 
fall. 


Philly City Council 
Nixes Symph Orch’s 
Request for 1006 Aid 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra 
Assn., now campaigning for $150,- 
000 to wipe out its deficit, came 
before City Council with a request 
for $100,000 assistance either 
through direct appropriation or 
otherwise. 


Council in turning down the re- | 
quest pointed out that an appro- | 





priation is illegal, as is a waiver of | 


the city’s 10% amusement tax. 
About the only help the city solons 
could offer the financially harried 
orch is the free use of Convention 
Hall, 15,000-seat auditorium. 


The Orchestra currently plays at 


ithe 100-year-old Academy of Music, 


traditional home of longhair music 
in this town. Orville C. Bullitt, 
president of the orch board, said 
they would consider Convention 
Hall, although he felt that the big 
auditorium would not permit “the 
| proper rendition of the works of 
the great masters.” 


in the face of continued and pos- 


isibly greater deficits. The orch is a 


long way from insolvency, however, 


as it has $2,000,000 endowment to | 


fall back upon, which has so far re- 
‘mained untouched. 

, Several of the Councilmen 
|\thought the symphony should play 
Convention Hall, to make its music 
available to larger audiences now 


cut off by the $4 top for tickets. ; 


Musicians here considered’ the 
orch’s move from the acoustically 
perfect Academy of Music to the 
sound stage of Convention Hall vir- 
tually impossible. 





Greer-Rose Marie’ 


Tee Off Cleve. Tuners 


Cleveland, Nov. 23. 


Second annual three-week sea- 
son of musical shows backed by 
the Cleveland 500 Co. was kicked 
off Monday (22) by revival of “Rose 
Marie,” with Frances Greer, 
Opera lyric soprano, guest-starred 
in title role. 


Produced in the 9,500-capacity 


civic auditorium with two revolv- | 


ing stages and garden-like settings, 


operetta has Buster West, Nina 
Olivette, George Britton, Earle 
MeVeigh, Joseph Macauley and 


John Gorman guest-acting in other 
major roles. Supporting cast was 
drawn from ranks of local singers 
and dancers but is completely 
Equitized. 

Isaac Van Grove, who directed 
“Rose Marie,”’ also will stage two 
other tune-shows for the repertory 
company sponsored by Theatron, 
Inc. Gertrude Niesen, Doreen 
Wilson and A. E. Gould-Porter are 
already 








| munities. 
inearly $5,300, his 
; ; | around $3,600. Spokane gross was 

The Philly Orch, which threat- | $5,100, with his take $3,600. 
ened to suspend operations this | take 
‘year, to bring the Musicians Union | 
to terms, has been making an inten- | 
sive drive for funds and city aid | 


| handling him. 


Met | 


here rehearsing leads in) 
“Anything Goes” for one week run | 


Rouben Mamoulian 
reminisces about the time 


When ‘Oklahoma’ was 
first cradled in Pigeons 


— and People 
in the upcoming 


43d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


Philly Concerts 
Wring the Towel 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Concert impresarios here are 
crying the blues, with disappoint- 
ing houses and cancellations mark- 
ing the local scene as the result of 
steadily falling attendances. 

Despite a _ sellout at Carnegie 
Hall, Duke Ellington's orchestra 
drew little better than a third of a 
house in the 3,000-seat Broadwood 
hotel ballroom Tuesday (16). The 
Lyric Opera Assn. of New York, 
with a stellar production of “La 
Boheme,” drew about half a house 
the following night at the Academy 
of Music. 

Tipoff to the state of concert 
business was the Lauritz Melchior 
recital at the Academy Thursday. 
Usually they have to put so many 
seats on stage for Melchior there 
is hardly room enough for the 
tenor. The Great Dane drew three- 
quarterg of a house Thursday night. 


Nelson Eddy Racks Up 


Terrif Concert Grosses 


Nelson Eddy racked up some ter- 
rific grosses on a full concert tour 
just concluded. Tour started Oct. 
6 in San Diego, covered the north- 
west mainly, but reached east to 
Illinois, and ended in Hollywood 














| last Tuesday (16). 


included 
singer 


His highlight grosses 
Springfield, f[Ill., where 


| grossed around $6,900, his share 
| being over $4,300. 


Eddy worked 
usually on 60/40 deals, occasion- 
ally lowering his rate in small com- 
In Denver he grossed 
Share being | 


His 
in Pueblo was $2,500; in. 
Minneapolis, $3,200, and in Salt | 


Lake City, $3,000. 

Eddy is back in Hollywood dis- 
cussing a film deal. He plans to go 
out on another recital tour in the 
spring, if the film deal doesn’t pre- 
vent. Judson, O'Neill & Judd di- | 
vision of Columbia Artists Mgt. is | 











Hazel Scott Calls Off 


Date Due to, Segregation | 


New Orleans, Nov. 23. 


Hazel Scott, due to give a piano 
recital at the University of Texas 
in Austin last week, called off the 
concert that day because of the 
college’s segregation policy. Con- 
cert had been booked by Columbia 
Artists Mgt. for the college’s stu- 


| dent series (an all-white audience, 


naturally). College, however, also 
had a public sale of tickets, with 
Negroes among the _ purchasers. 


| 


When_Miss Scott heard that these . 


would be segregated in the bal- 
cony, she protested. 

Similar situation occurred last 
month in Savannah, when a sched- 
uled appearance of Paul Robeson 
(also booked by Columbia) was 
called off because of segregation 
of Negroes and whites in the City 
Auditorium. 

Miss Scott came on to New Or- 
leans, where she gave a concert 


Thursday (18) to benefit a Negro. 


hospital, before an all-Negro au- 
dience. New Orleans recital was a 
late booking, arranged because 
Miss Scott sailed from here Fri- 
day (19) for a series of five con- 
certs in Jamaica. She’s due back 
in N. Y. for her first Carnegie Hall 
recital Jan. 2. 





Delay Dallas Light Opera 
Dallas, Nov. 23. 
The Dallas Civic Light Opera has 
been postponed indefinitely. 
Robert Feyti, its founder, has re- 
turned to New York because of ill- 


Inside Stuff—Legit ‘ 


“Tiger Lily” dance, by Valerie Bettis, one of the hit numbers of “In- 


side U.S.A.,” has been restaged since the revue has been moved to 


the Majestic, N.Y., from the Century. Apparently because of the larger 
house, the number didn't seem to be quite as effective at the Majestie, 


's0 producer-composer Arthur Schwartz asked choreographer Helen 


Tamiris to move the whole dance several feet downstage. Since it’s 
been nearer the audience, it has again been as effective as it was at 
the smaller Century. 

Since the election, Schwartz has also had several lines added to one 
of the show's sketches, to capitalize on a reference to the Gallup poll. 
New material, inserted the night after election, has beer getting big 
laughs even since. Various other new lines and pieces of business are 
being added to the show from time to time, with the idea of keeping 
it topical and fresh. 





In a prospectus to potential backers, Morris Green offers limited- 
partnership shares in his forthcoming production of “It Still Happens,” 
comedy by Lewis Nemerson. Show is budgeted at $60,000, and a 1% 

iterest will cost $1,200. Outline doesn’t mention a possible overcall 
but makes the usual stipulation that backers are to be repaid their full 
investment before the producer shares in the profits 

Items listed in the budget include $6,000 for scenery, $1,500 for props 
and furniture, $2,500 for gowns and costumes, $1,000 for electrical 
equipment, $1,500 fee to the designer, $3,500 for rehearsal salaries, 
$2,400 for the production staff, $1,000 office expense, $1,000 for advance 
rovalty to the author, $3,000 fee to the director and $1,000 miscella- 
neous. Bonds and theatre guarantees are estimated at $21,400 and 
cash on hand is set at $10,700. It’s figured the show could operate at 
about $11,500, including theatre rental. 





Chicago pressagents have a get-together session here called the 
Fancy Meeting You Here Club, which meets Monday nights after making 
the rounds of the local dailies. They gather at the Subway Inn, a few 
doors from the Journal of Commerce office, and bring food for a buffet 
supper. 

Members who have moved on to other cities with touring shows fre- 
quently maintain contact by long-distance phone. Couple of agents 
gave their associates the lumps last week, however, by phoning greet- 
ings from Detroit, collect. 





Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, working on their 
musical version of “Tales of the South Pacific,” from the James Miche- 
ner book, have reportedly thrown out a major part of the adaptation 
thus far and are now doing the show from a new slant. Change is ex- 
pected to delay completion several weeks, but won't interfere with the 
production in any way. 

Musical is to star Ezio Pinza and Mary Martin, will be staged by 
Joshua Logan and produced by Rodgers & Hammerstein, in association 
with Logan and Leland Hayward. 





Decision to move “My Romance” out of the Shubert theatre, N_Y., 
to make way for “Anne of the Thousand Days,” is understood to have 
been made by Lee Shubert without consulting his partner-brother, 
J. J. Shubert. Since ‘My Romance” was a pet project of J. J.’s, he was 
reportedly miffed at the decision. Show ts slated to go to the Adelphi, 
N.Y., at the end of next week, possibly at a reduced scale. 





Original production of “Lend an Ear,” at Las Palmas theatre, Holly- 
wood, has earned back all but $7,000 of the original $30,000 investment 
as of Nov. 1. It had been reported that the show hadn't made and 
payoff to the investors. 











Fay Sounds Off (Again 














Continued from page 47 a 








said, were “100% Americans.” The | in Fay’s latest Red-labelings might 
others varied in color from deep. bring libel or slander suits against 
pink to red. him, under last year’s ruling by 
“It's around here, lots of it, in | the New York court of appeals that 
this business of show business,” a charge of Communism or its 
Fay said referring to Communism. equivalent is actionable in the 
“Um telling you the truth without | courts. 
fear of contradiction or attack | Ironically, one effect of Fay’s 
through the courts.” | newest outburst may be to keep 
him on the council, several of 


P | whose members were considering 
Recalls Reprimand | quietly’ dropping him. The idea 
‘had been that his long absence 
Of Fay 3 Years Ago from New York, which is prevent- 
Although Frank Fay’s newest! ing him from attending meetings 
Red accusations against various! al] this season, might be the 
show business names are precisely | grounds. Such a move was not 
the same sort of thing for which taken during the comic’s battle 
he was officially reprimanded by | with the council three years ago, 
Equity about three years ag0, principally because it was feared 
there’s some doubt whether the! he might seize the opportunity to 
Equity council will take immediate | ¢]aim persecution. 
action against him, | But it is felt that his presence 
In the previous Instance, Fay | on the council is embarrassing to 
accused various Equity members the union and the membership, 
of Communist affiliation or sym-| and that he should now be quietly 
pathies, following their appearance dropped. In view of this newest 
at a rally in Madison Square, situation, that plan may be aban- 








N. Y. Those named subsequently | 
brought charges before the council, | 


which held hearings and issued the 
censure. Fay then appealed the 
matter to the general membership. 
but was turned down. A short time 
later, on the protest of the junior 
membership, he was dropped from 
the council’s junior membership 
committee. 

In the present circumstances. 
council action against Fay would 
involve bringing him and possibly 
others from Boston, where he is 
starring in the road company of 


“Harvey.” Also, his suspension 
might cause the closing of the 


“Harvey” tour, thereby throwing 
out of 
who are in no way involved. Just 
as it was in the former case, the 
Equity council would be reluctant 
to pen@lize other players for Fay’s 
actions. 

However, it’s pointed out that if 
any members bring charges against 


| Fay the council must take up the 


question. But because “Harvey” 
is on tour and presumably beyond 
commuting distance to New York, 
the formal hearings might be post- 
poned until the end of the season. 

Meanwhile, several council mem- 


work a number of actors | 


starting next Monday. 


}ness of his mother. | bers pointed out that those named 


doned lest it tend to make a martyr 
of him. However, if charges were 
to be brought by a member on the 
basis of the star’s newest accusa- 
tions, the council might vote his 
expulsion. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Jenny Kissed Me’’—Michael El- 
lis and James Russo, Alexander 
H. Cohen, Ciarence M. Shapiro. 

“Kiss Me, Kate”’—Arnold Saint- 
Subber & Lemuel Ayers. 

“Lend An Ear’’—Wililiam R. Kat- 
zell, William Eythe, Franklin K. 
Gilbert. 

“O, Mistress Mine” 
| Bromley-Rich-Goodman. 





(road) — 





Jules J. Leventhal’s production 
of “Favorite Stranger,” by Eleanore 
Sellers ... “All in Favor,’ 57th 
annual production of the Princeton 
Triangle Club, has gone into re- 
hearsal for an ll-city tour during 
the Christmas holidays ... Alan 
Jay Lerner and Kurt Weill, co-au- 
thors of “Love Life,’ are already 


scuffling with a new musical show 
idea, which Cheryl Crawford will 
probably produce next season, with 
—- Bell (Mrs. Lerner) in the 
ead. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaARIETy’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


This Last 
Season Season 
Member Gf Ghows current: ... 202.55... cece doen 26 28 
Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 483 542 OI 
Total gross for all current shows last week... . $660,900 $631,000 


Total season’s gross so far for all 





shows... . $11,572,500 $11,492,800 


Number of new productions so far............... 26 25 








Chi Legit Doesn't Feel General Slide; 
‘Heiress Up, 186, ‘Medea’ 406 Advance 


Chicago, Nov. 23. ¢ 


Lull that’s been felt in niteries 
and other entertainment fields here 
continués to make an exception of 
legit. 

“Heiress” is gaining strength in 
its fourth week and seems des-| 
tined to join the Chi string of long- | 
runners. “Command Decision,” in! 
its second of three-week Guild sub- 
scription, is also gaining via word- 
of-mouth raves. 

“Brigadoon” remains brisk while 
“Streetcar Named Desire” is con- 
sistently full house. ‘‘Mister Rob- 
erts,” in its 1lth week, upped ca- 

acity biz by $700 by price boosts 
n two sections. 

“High Button Shoes” ambles out 
of the Great Northern after 
Thanksgiving, with about 30 solid 
weeks to its credit. ‘“‘Medea’”’ 
opened Monday (22) to capacity 
and a mail-order backlog of more 
than $40,000. “Man and Superman” | 
is set for Dec. 26 opening. ‘‘Finian’s | 
Rainbow” arrives in early spring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (7th week) 
(2,100; $4.94) 25 small conventions 
helped boost take to hefty $29,500. 

“Command Decision,” Stude-} 
baker (2nd week) (1,237; $4.33). 
Second week of Guild subscriptions 
helped to $16,000. 

“High Button Shoes,’ Great | 
Northern (27th week) (1,500; $6.18). 
Set to close after Thanksgiving. 
Still holding with okay $27,800. 

“Heiress,” Selwyn (4th week) 
(1,000; $3.71). Continues to garner 
rave notices and looks as if Chi| 
stay will be extended; higher | 
$18,000. 

“Medea,” Blackstone (1,358; 
$4.40). Opened Monday (22) with 
sellout for first week. Highest 
mail-order flood of season. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (11th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Boosted prices 

rices up capacity. slightly to 
28,800. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- | 
ris (9th week) (1,000; $4.33). Con- | 
tinues to pull nice attendance; | 
$21,000. 


‘OKLA! TROUPES WHAM 
$36,700 IN SPLIT WKS. 


| 

Hartford, Nov. 23. | 

No. 1 company of “Oklahoma!” | 

wound up a potent split week here | 

last Saturday night, piling up a 

total take of just a shade under | 

$44,000 for eight performances at | 

the Court, Springfield, Mass., and 
the local Auditorium. 





$42,700 in Indiana 
Bloomington, Ind., Nov. 23. | 
Second company of “Oklahoma!” | 
drew a thumping gross of $42,700 | 
last week in four performances 
each in Evansville and at the Union 
here. 


‘Winslow Boy’ Mild | 
$8,000 in U.S. Windup 








| ‘‘Danecing Years” and 





‘PERCHANCE’ HITS 7206 
IN 9-MONTH BRIT. TOUR 


Glasgow, Nov. 16. 
When Ivor Novello leaves his 
“Perchance to Dream” musical in 
February, for a rest in Jamaica, 


| show will have chalked up $720,000 


gross in its nine months’ tour. 
“Perchance,’ ending six-weeks’ 
capacity biz here this week, moves 
over to Edinburgh for the Xmas 
season. Star-composer’s ‘Dancing 
Years” has taken average of 
$14,000 weekly in the past nine 
years. Still road-touring next fall, 
when another Novello musical is 
ready for production, will be 
“Perchance 
to Dream.’ Revival tours are} 
slated for his ‘“‘Careiess Rapture” 
and “Crest of the Wave.” } 


Novello says he aims to write a 


| new straight play for Zena Dare, 


when he finds time. 


‘Anne $17,700 In 
Ist Week, Philly; 
‘Allegro’ $39, 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Strong legit biz is indicated in 
Philly’s four regular playhouses 
this week although two of the at- 
tractions hardly belong to the type 
preferred by holiday and football 
game celebrants. 


“Make Way for Lucia,” 





Theatre 


| Guild production of a new comedy 


by John van Druten, opened at the | 
Walnut last night, and it’s still too | 
early to estimate how much of the 
extra trade it will catch. Show is 
in for two weeks on subscription. 

“Anne of the 1,000 Days,” on 
which plenty of doctoring has been 
done, is playing its final week at 
the Forrest and should up its last | 
week’s figure. 

Next Monday the new musical, 
“Along Fifth Avenue,’ comes in 
to the Forrest after a brief tuneup 
in New Haven. It is listed for two 
weeks. “Kiss Me Kate” will have 
its world preem at the Shubert on 
Thursday (2), where it’s set for 
three and a half weeks. There’s a 
terrific mail-order sale for this one. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Anne of the 1,000 Days,” For- 
rest (2nd week) (1.766; $4.55) Max- 
well Anderson historical drama got 
$17,700 in Ist full week. 
“Escape Me Never,” Locust (ist 


week) (1,580; $3.25) Crix raved 
over star but nixed the _ play: | 
$7,600. 


“Allegro,” Shubert (3rd week) 
(1,877; $4.55). 
and without 


In 2nd full stanza | 
subscription, this | 


Richmond, Nov. 23. | Musical again sailed to a robust | 


Winding up its U. S. 
theatre Guild-John C. Wilson pres- 


ntation of Terence Ratigan’s “The | 


Me Kate” in next Thursday for 


tour, ine | Me’ Ka In final week, with ‘Kiss 


inslow Boy” did a mild $8,000 in| Weeks. 


ix performances last week at the 
RVA theatre here. 





' 


Local press gave the show maxi- | XMAS SHOPPING CUTS 


mum exploitation. 





L.A. LONGRUNS’ BIZ 


‘Superman’ 166, Toronto | Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 


Toronto, Nov. 23. | 


“Man and Superman,” with 


Maurice Evans, did a disappointing | 


$16,100 at the Royal Alexandra 
(1,525 seats) at $3.60 top, last week. 
Royal horse show reputedly hurt. 





Texas U. Seeks Scripts 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 23. 
Texas Univ. theatre is again 
seeking new scripts for presenta- 
tion in the campus playhouse here 
next April 6-9. Plays must be non- 
musical, one-setters. preferably 
with modern subject matter. Be- 


sides royalties, the author will be— 
living expenses | 


iven travel and 
ere during rehearsals. 

Feb. 1 is the deadline for script 
submissions. 


Only the houses with long-run 
attractions were open last week 
and both felt the first pinch of the 
Christmas shopping season. It 
| wasn’t bad enough to bring out the 
red ink in either case, but it was 
noticeable. 

| Two newcomers on this week's 
slate are “One Fine Day,” which 
rekindled the Biltmore last night 
(22) with a negligible advance, and 
“Bagels and Bows,” Yiddish vari- 


ety show which opens at the Coro- | 


net tomorrow (24). 
Estimates for Last Week © 
“Blackouts of 1948,” EF) Capitan 
(335th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Down 
mildly to $16,600. 
“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas (23d 
| wk) (388; $3). Slipped to $6,300. 


| Ruggles and Mary Boland, which 


| $3.60), 


| $16,000, but still above the stop 
| clause. 


‘MEDEA’ STRONG 256 


tryout run of three and a half! 


Ruggles-Boland 166 For — 
2 Weeks in S.F. Windup; | 
Wynn-Baker-Jones 286 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

“One Fine Day,” with Charlie 

| 
preemed at the Geary (8) (1,550: | 
shuttered Saturday (20) 
after two weeks, showing a bare 
$16,000 for the two stanzas. 

“Ed Wynn’s Laugh. Carnival,” 
with Phil Baker and Allan Jones 
plus Ed Wynn, moved from the 
Curran (1,776; $3.60) Sunday (21) 
after a strong two weeks at that 
house, leaving it available for 
“Show Boat,” which opened there 
Monday (2) with a $4.20 top. 
“Laugh Carnival” hit a tremendous 
$28,000 for its second week. 

“Raze The Roof,’ with Jerry 
Lester, at the Tivoli (1,400; $2.88), 
chalked up a thin, $11,500 for its 
ninth week. | 


| 


‘Japhet’ Mild 9G 
Despite Hub Crix; 
Finian’ OK $25,000 


Boston, Nov. 23. 

“Japhet” was only entry last 
week, coming into the Wilbur and 
catching notices to the effect that 
while it wasn’t much of a play it 
had Ernest Truex and a lot of 
laughs. Result was it had a pretty 
good week, a lot better than the 
notices would have indicated. First 
Night Club also a big help. Others 
shaded off during the week but 
“Road to Rome” had a few good 
performances, and while .by no 
means in the black the Repertory | 
group is hanging on. This week it | 
opens “Heartbreak House” tonight 
(23) and with Mady Christians in 
the lead it ought to do better. 

Sensational advance here for 
“Red Gloves,” which opened last 
night at the Plymouth. Should 
have SRO throughout its fortnight 
pre-B’way run. Ahead are “Al- 
legro,” returning to the Opera 
House Nov. 29, “Lend an Ear” at 
the Wilbur Dec. 1 and “Jenny 
Kissed Me” at the Plymouth Dec. 6. 

Estimates for This Week 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert 
(5th week) (1,750; $4.80). This hit 
the skids to $25,000. 

“Harvey,” Colonial (9th week) 
(1,500; $3.60). Only three weeks 
left on this engagement, the level 
having dropped off to estimated 





“Japhet,” Wilbur (1st week) 
(1,200; $3.60). The crix hopped on 
this one but more amiably than 
usual, and show found a ready 
audience as the only outright farce 
of the season. Club seats also 


| helped out to give this one a mild 


$9,000. 
“Road to Rome,” Copley (2d 
week) (1,200; $2.25). Had some 


pretty bad nights and matinees, but 
did well enough on the good ones 
to touch an estimated $3,000. This 
figure is possibly high, but it isn’t 
enough to be too encouraging. 





IN WEEK AT ST. L00 


St. Louis, Nov. 23. 

After one dark week, the Ameri- 
can theatre relighted Monday (15) 
for a week of “Medea,” with Judith 
Anderson. Eight performances 
ending Saturday (20), with the 
1,700-seat house scaled to $3.81, 
grossed approximately $25,000, 
strong. The critics were lavish 
with their plaudits for the cast and 
play. 

“Oklahoma!,” which played three 
weeks here to sock biz last season, 
returned for two-week session 
starting last night (Monday). 
Scaled to $4.45, and a heavy ad- 
vance is reported. 


‘Lucia’ $6,800 in Debut 


Wilrnington, Nov. 23. 

“Make Way for Lucia,’ Theatre 
Guild production of John van Dru- 
ten’s new play, got a fair $6,800 in 
four performances at the limited- 
capacity Playhouse here last Thurs- 
day-Saturday (18-20). 

It was the premiere for the show. 





B’way Droops, But ‘Girls’ $53,800 
Tops List, Sky $14,200 in 4 Times, 
Fancy’ SRO, ‘Magdalena’ Folding 


Business on Broadway skidded 


last week for most shows, grosses | 
'in some instances dropping more 
| than $8,000 


from the previous 
week’s excellent figures. However, 
three new presentations hopped 
off to virtually solid capacity at- 
tendance, and most regular sell- 
outs maintained that pace. Week- 
end attendance was notably light 
and brokers reported fewer calls 
for even the top draws. 

Several managers attributed the 
boxoffice slackening to pre- 
Thanksgiving week, while others 
suggested the start of Christmas 
shopping as the cause. Whatever 
the reason, the records indicate 
the same situation occurred dur- 
ing the pre-Thanksgiving week 
last year. And bearing out the 
Christmas shopping idea, it’s not- 


able that mid-Manhattan § stores 
and streets are becoming abnor- 
mally crowded. 

On that basis, the expectation 
is that theatre attendance may 
taper off steadily -the next five 
weeks, rebound to the season’s 


peak during the Christmas-New 
Year week and then level off for 
the regular winter boom. How- 
ever, that .doesn’t attempt to take 
into account such unpredictable 
factors as continued inflation, pos- 
sible price controls, stock market 
shifts, ete. 

Three shows’ premiered last 
week. Two more, “The Young and 
Fair” and “The Silver Whistle,” 
are on this week’s card. ‘Red 
Gloves” is the only entry listed 
for next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” 
perial (132d wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). 
Slumped with the trend; about 


| $34,000. 
“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- | 


den (Ist wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Michael Todd’s new musical 
away to almost capacity business, 
garnering over $53,800 for the 
first full week, thereby heading 
the list. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (146th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Felt the gen- 
eral sag; off to $15,400, still plenty 
good. 

“Bravo,” Lyceum (2d wk) (CD- 
993; $4.80). New comedy-drama 
drew almost $15,000 for first full 
week, which is said to be in the 
black. 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck (8th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). It will ap- 
parently take more than a mild 
slump to affect this steady sellout; 
above capacity again at $28,700, 


best week yet; Adrianne Allen suc- | 
cecds Peggy Ashcroft as femme. 
lead tonight (Wed.). 


“For Heaven’s Sake, 
Belasco (Ist wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). 
Show opened Tuesday night (16), 
was panned and taken off Satur- 
day night (20); got a lean $8,000 


Im- | 


got | 


Mother,” 


quits as of Dec. 4; loss will prob- 
ably approach $400,000 on the 
venture. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (45th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Hold- 
over show shared the general 
downbeat; slid to $25,200, which 
is just over the stop limit. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). 
bothers this invariable 
making greatest b.o. record of any 
straight show in legit history at 
$35,000 every week. 


(40th 
Nothing 
sellout; 


“My Romance,’ Shubert (5th 
wk) (O-1,387; $6). Rowland Leigh- 
Sigmund Romberg musical felt 


the general decline; eased to $22,- 
500; one more week at this house 
and then moves to the Adelphi to 
make way for the incoming “Anne 
of the Thousand Days.” 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (7th 
‘-wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Noel Coward 
revival settled back a trifle to 
$26,300, still juicy profit at that 
rate. 

“Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,’ Cort (4lst 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Twin-bill 
skidded again to $11,000, which is 
a trifle better than an even break. 

“Set my People Free,” Hudson 
(3d wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Theatre 
Guild presentation has failed to 
make the grade; $12,700 last week; 
closing Saturday night (27); “Jen- 
iny Kissed Me” due here Dec. 23. 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (CD- 
920; $4.80). Play by Robert Mc- 
Enroe, presented by the Theatre 
Guild, opens tonight (Wed.). 

, “Small Wonder,” Coronet (10th 
wk) (R-998; $6). Intimate revue is 

| getting a steady operating profit 

and seems likely to make money 

for the investors; $22,800. 

| “Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 


rymore (5lst wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
|; Another regular SRO draw; got 
| $27,300; reaches the one-year 


mark this week with never an un- 
sold ticket, phenomenal for a seri- 
ous drama. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Music 
Box (7th wk) (D-1,012; $4.80). The 
Tennessee Williams play has been 


slipping at matinees, but is still 
an evening draw; just above 
$20,100. 

“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 


(27th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Revival 
has been operating at a profit, but 
closes Dec. 18 and, after a layoff 
week, starts touring Dec. 27; over 
$13,000 last week; English import, 
“Don’t Listen, Ladies,” is next 
tenant for the house. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(6th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Another 
demonstration that shows can sell 
out despite mixed notices; about 
| $37,200. 

“Young and Fair,” 
| 966; $4.80). 


Fulton (D- 
Play by N. Richard 
_Nash, presented by Vinton Freed- 
ley in association with Richard W. 
a opened Monday night 
( , 
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“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Morosco | 
Made- | 


(Ist wk) (CD-931; $4.80). 
leine Carroll - starrer premiered 
Wednesday night (17) to generally 
favorable notices and immediately 
hit sellout pace; $16,000 for five 
performances indicates smash suc- 


| CeSS. 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (213th wk) 
(C-921; $4.20). Longest-run entry 


slackened with the trend; $9,500. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(59th wk) (M-1,900; $6). Longrun 
musical slipped a bit to $47,200, 
which is still great business. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (22d 
wk) (‘(R-2,964; $2.88). Spectacle 
was also hit by the prevailing con- 
ditions; down to $36,000. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (30th 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). Holdover revue 
dropped back again to about $43,- 
000; management repaid the orig- 
inal investment last week, so all 
earnings hereafter are gravy. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(5th wk) (CD-1,082; $4.80). An- 


‘other steady sellout; about $24,000. 


“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (ist 
wk) ‘(CD-1,035; $4.80). New Moss 
Hart play premiered Thursday 
night (18) to excellent b.o. notices 
and went to capacity immediately; 
$14.200 for first four perform- 
ances: regular week’s capacity is 
$25,800 and the operating cost is 
$18,000; show looks like a smash. 

“Lowe Life,” 46th St. ‘7th wk) 
(M-1,.319: $6). One of the new sea- 
son’s musicals that’s doing almost 
capacity business despite mixed 
notices: over $38,000 

“Magdalena,” Ziegfeld (9th wk) 
(O-1,628: $6.60). Heitor Villa- 
Lobos musical tumbled to $25,- 
000, and management called it 


Cleveland, Nov. 23. 
| Turnout for double session of 
“Born Yesterday” indicated that 
Cleveland’s Hanna has become a 
potent two-week legit stand. Com- 
'edy with Jean Parker and Lon 
| Chaney raked in a nice $17,000 
for its second week. 
Maurice Evans in “Man and 
'Superman” got excellent advance 
| sale for current date at Hanna. 


“Show Boat’ Nifty 
$32,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Nov. 23. 

Biz bounced back in a big way 
|after a couple of not-so-forte re- 
|cent engagements at the Metro- 
| politan, “Show Boat” doing near- 
capacity. 
| Sealed from $4.25, house did es- 
timated $32,000. 


‘Desert Song’ 226, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

| Playing its second local engage- 
ment in three seasons, the revived 
“Desert Song” grossed a fine $22,- 
000 for five nights and two mati- 
nees in the 1,869-seat Lyceum at 








$3.60 top. Audiences were en- 
thusiastic and reviews good. House 
hasn’t any more bookings defi- 


nitely set—the first time within 
memory that such a situation has 
arisen so early. 

| New York Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society are obligated 
: for three more attractions for their 
subscription season here. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Goodbye. My Faney 
Michael Kanin production (in associa- 
tion with Richard Aldrich & Richard 
Myers) of comedy-drama in three acts 
(four scenes) by Fay Kanin. Stars Made- 
Jeine Carroll; features Conrad Nagel, Shir- 
Jey Booth, Sam Wanamaker. Staged by 


Wanamaker; setting and lighting, Donald 
Oenslager; costumes, Emeline Roche. At 
Morosco, N. Y., Nov. 17, °48; $4.80 top 
($7.20 ening). ; 
Ginny Merrill.........0.++:: Bethel Leslie 
AMOMA. 2... cs ccevees _ Sally Hester 
gs a ee ER TET Gerrianne Raphael 
Mary Nell Laue Mary Malone 
Miss Shackleford Eda Heinemann 
Janitors Andrew George, John Ware 
Telephone Man - om Donovan 
Susan Patty Pope 
Grace Woods ......-- Shirley Booth 
Agatha Reed Madeleine Carroll 


Elien Griswold.. "Lulu Mae Hubbard 


“ irdeshaw...... Lillian Foster 
a pe rae Betty Lou Holland 
Ce Rvs kd wes heb etwe Lenore Garland 
SSPE eeeeaere rT George Mitchell 
James Merrill...,..-..- Conrad Nagel 
Prof. Dingley........-- Ralph Bunker 


Sam Wanamake! 
Joseph Bolan 


Matt Cole ‘ 
Claude Griswold 


Madeleine Carroll, an estab- 
lished actress in the London thea- 
tre before becoming a Hollywood 
name, makes a triumphant Ameri- 
can, stage debut as a star of Fay 
Kanin’s new play, “Goodbye, My 
Fancy.” A noted looker of the 
screen, she proves to be a talented 
player and a captivating stage per- 
sonality as well. Chiefly because 
of her vibrant, poignant and radi- 
ant performance, “Fancy” is 4 
cinch for many months of potent 
business. There may also be film 
material in the show. 7 

For a first play, “Fancy” is im- 
pressive. It reveals not only vitality 
and viewpoint but also wit, in- 
geniousness and writing skill. Al- 
together, the comedy-drama de- 
monstrates that the author is a 
worthy member of the gifted 
Kanin clan. 

“Fancy” is about a celebrated 
congresswoman who returns to her 
New England alma mater over a 
commencement weekend to receive 
an honorary degree. She was ex- 
pelled from the college 20-odd 
years before for staying out all 
nicht. Her companion in that ad- 
venture. a young professor, is now 
the college president, and he has 
remained her romantic ideal. How- 
ever, she presently realizes that 
he’s no longer a fighting liberal 
educator, but has become merely a 
po'itical appeaser of the trustees. 

Although this is unevenly dram- 
atized, with certain rather cryptic 
and arbitrary elements, it is stead- 
ily absorbing and frequently mov- 
ing. And it is expertly produced 
and played. Supporting the star's 
modest and irresistible perform- 
ance, Conrad Nagel is properly 
stuffy but also attractive as the 
college prez. 

Shirley Booth, handicapped by 
unbecoming clothes, gives another 
of her deft comedy portrayals as 
the congresswoman’s sardonic yet 
devoted secretary. Sam _ Wana- 
maker, also featured, underplays 
effectively in a quiet mop-up role, 
besides getting credit for the ex- 
pressive staging. 

Bethel Leslie is likable and 
touching in a nice ingenue role, 
and other helpful supporting per- 
formances are contributed by 
Mary Malone, Eda Heinemann, 
Lulu Mae Hubbard, Lillian Foster, 
George Mitchell, Ralph Bunker 
and Joseph Boland. 


Donald Oenslager’s single dormi-| 


tory setting suggests mouldy col- 
legiate pretension and, with the 
exception noted, Emeline Roche's 
costumes seem authentic. Miss 
Carroll’s gowns, by Hattie Carne- 
gie, are in exquisitely simple taste. 
In almost all respects, “Fancy” is 
a thoroughly interesting and en- 
joyable show, but the evening be- 
longs to Miss Carroll. Hobe. 


Light Up the Sky 
Joseph M. Hyman and Barnard Hart 
roduction of comedy in three acts by 
loss Hart. Features Sam Levene, Vir- 

ginia Field, Glenn Anders, Philip Ober, 
Audrey Christie, Phyllis Povah, Barry Nel- 
on, Bartlett Robinson. 
art; setting, Frederic Fox; costumes, 
Kiviette. At Royale, N. Y., Nov. 18. °48; 
$4.50 top ($7.20 opening). 
MGS: BAWEEE. «ose sce ees Jane Middleton 
Carleton Fitzgerald....... Glenn Anders 
Frances Black........... Audrey Christie 
Owen Turner Philip Ober 


ee 


Stella Livingston........... Phyllis Povah 
OE Barry Nelson 
OS i Saree Sam Levene 
RN ores ss 5 40 64000 0.0.04 Si Oakland 
Irene Livingston.......... Virginia Field 


Tyler Rayburn......... Bartlett Robinson 
Shriner p John D. Seymour 
William H. Gallegher..Donald McClelland 
Plainclothes Man.......Ronald Alexandei 


Moss Hart’s new play, “Light 
Up the Sky,” is a loud, fast and 
funny comedy about show busi- 
ness. It’s sophisticated and senti- 
mental, malicious and affectionate. 
The fact that its principal char- 
acters are apparently based on 
well-known theatrical figures has 
aroused advance speculation and 
will undoubtedly hypo the show’s 
obvious popular draw. For “Light 
Up the Sky” is certainly a hit and 
probably picture material. 


Play’s title is from an obscure, 


quotation, “Mad, sire? Ah, yes—_ 
mad indeed, but observe how they 
do light up the sky.” The locale 
of the piece is the sitting room of | 
the femme star’s suite in the Ritz- 


Staged by Moss | 


Carlton hotel in Boston the open- | 


ing night of a pre-Broadway try- 
out, and the characters are a col- 
lection of rampaging egomaniacs. 
The first act takes place about 
dusk, the second act shortly after 
midnight and the third act in the 
early morning hours, just after 
the reviews are out. 

Before the premiere, everything 
is hearts and flowers as the star, 
director, producer, author and 
their relatives, friends and as- 
sorted appendages wish each other 
luck, pledge undying devotion and 
otherwise express the customary 
backstage amenities. But immedi- 
ately after the show, they turn on 
each other like unfed wildcats, un- 
til the disillusioned young author 
walks out on them and his play. 
However, the notices turn out to be 
favorable, whereupon they all fall 
on each other’s necks, persuade 
the author to return and are set 
to get down to the work of whip- 
ping a promising play into a hit. 

The gag-filled first act, in which | 
the characters are introduced in| 
all their exotic vanity, is possibly } 
the funniest, but it fails to estab- 
lish any. situation or arouse the 
audience’s concern. The noisy sec- 
ond act, in which the harried prin- | 
cipals scream and claw each other | 
practically to shreds, finally gets | 
the story into motion, besides con- | 
taining one nicely written scene | 
between the young author and aj} 
battle - scarred, wise playwright 
there to attend the premiere. It is | 
in the third act, however, that} 
Hart at last calls out the Marines | 
and saves his play by some 
genuinely strong writing. The last | 
few moments of this act are what 
make “Sky” a hit. 

Hart’s staging pulls out all the 
stops, and the performance em- | 
phasizes speed and clamor. The 
key seenes are payed to the hilt, | 
and the laugh lines are whacked 


hard. Of the individual players, | 
Sam Levene is convincing and 
adds considerable drive as_ the 


dynamic producer who 
paintings and is addicted to pic- 
turesque but repetitous metaphors. 
Audrey Christie is expertly met- 
allic as his skating star-wife, who 
collects jewelry and furs. 

Glenn Anders underscores the 
part of the hand-on-hip director 
with a weakness for weeping, and 
Virginia Field is properly unin- 
hibited as the temperamental ac- 
tress, though she doesn’t suggest 
the aura of a famous star. Barry 
Nelson registers as the young 
playwright who learns about thea- 
;tre egos the painful way, and 
‘Philip Ober combines poise with 
a cat-that-ate-the-canary manner 
as the visiting Dramatists Guild 
member. Phyllis Povah and Bart- 
lett Robinson are competent in 
supporting parts, and Jane Mid- 
dleton is a visual addition. 

The hotel room setting of Fred- 
;erie Fox has the right look of 
,toney pretension, and the cos- 
jtumes and furs add an authentic 
note. Hobe. 
| 
| The Young and Fair 


_ Vinton Freedley production (in associa- 
| tion with Richard W. Krakeur) drama in 
| three acts by N. Richard Nash. Directed 
by Harold Clurman; set, Paul Morrison; 
| costumes, Eleanor Goldsmith. Opened at 
Fulton, N. Y., Nov. 22, ’48; $4.80 top. 





| Emmy Foster..... Sa Frieda Altman 
| Frances Morritt...Mercedes McCambridge 
1Patty Morritt.......... Patricia Kirkland 


Sara Cantry............./..Frances Starr 
Ds a! SE ee Betty Morrissey 
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| eee SODVOR. .. 550 0ccacss Frances Freeman 
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eee ere Pee eee 
| Boots McGregor 
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Lou Phelan 
...Lee Truhill 
. Bette Stanley 


iy 


Some fine talent is expended on 
;an unconvincing drama of youth in 
“The Young and Fair.” Excellent 
performances by a generally good 
(and all-femme) cast, plus smart 
,direction and a fine production, 
come near to persuading one. But 
contrived situations and trite struc- 
|ture prove this merely a pedestrian 
play whose chances are limited. 

Playwright packs a lot of themes 

|into his story of life in a swank 
preparatory school for girls. Ele- 
,ments of intrigue, snobbery, thiev- 
‘ery, tolerance and religion are all 
/mixed in, and pull the play in too 
“many directions. Essentially it’s 
the story of a matron who tries to 
hold on to her school in the face 
of hostile trustees and unruly and 
neurotic pupils, and who fails in 
the great moments when moral 
principles are at stake. 

The play has the feel.of authen- 
ticity. It’s never cheap, although 
‘it’s often theatrical. Scenes such 
as the one where some stolen items 
are planted in a girl’s bedroom, to 
get her expelled, come right out 
of the old ten-twent’-and-thirt’ and 
mar the several significant or 


| acts (five scenes) by 


sn i. oe 
collects | y 


Sally ’ : 
ass 8 Sally Moffet | Orchestre National will be here | 


poignant scenes involving racial 
tolerance or social snobbery. 
There’s a good deal of excitement 
in it, but a little too much shouting 
and hysterics. Altogether, though 
‘the actresses make the play rather 
attractive at times, it’s not enough 
for a safe score. 

Frances Starr, returning to the 
stage for the first time in a half 
| dozen years, since “Claudia,” gives 
'a full, mature impersonation of a 
| harassed, compromising school 
‘matron. Mercedes McCambridge 
makes a shining character of a 
young schoolteacher. Patricia Kirk- 
land, as her hot-blooded younger 
sister and school pupil; Lois Wheel- 
er, as a somewhat furtive student 
hiding her Jewish blood; Doe Ave- 
don, as a vicious, domineering se- 
nior, and Julie Harris, as the klep- 
tomaniac, head the fine cast. Miss 
Harris gives the play its most ex- 
citing moment with a brilliant per- 
formance when she breaks down 
and admits she’s a thief. 

Harold Clurman has done an ex- 
cellent job of direction, while Vin- 
ton Freedley mounted the produc- 
tion handsomely. Paul Morrison’s 
double set is striking and — 

ron. 





For Heaven’s Sake, 
Mother 


David Kay production of comedy in two 
Julie Berns. Stars 
Nancy Carroll, Molly Picon. 
author; setting and lighting, Leo Kerz. At 
Belasco, N. Y., Nov. 16, 48; at $4.80 top 
($6 opening). 


Henry Wheeler....... St. Clair Bayfield 
Re eee Alfred Garr | 
Dick LAWFONCES. ... 2000000: Charles Colby | 


Lucinda Lawrence....... 


..Naney Carroll 
Edward Lawrence..... 
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Jean Pugsley 
Richy Shawn 
Ted Plummer 
.. Molly Picon 
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DOPE EMIS. oc ok cece Margaret Draper | 


There’s no point in wasting news- 
print on such a witless little indis- 
cretion as ‘For’ Heaven’s Sake, 
Mother.” It’s merely a very bad 
play which should charitably be 
quickly forgotten. 
authoress, radio writer 
Julie Berns, has concocted a trivial 
|yarn about a silly ex-chorine moth- 
|er, her matinee idol-husband, sev- 
'eral children and a caricature Jew- 
| ish momma friend. The latter is 
‘only vaguely related to the plot, 
|but as played by Molly Picon, be- 
|comes the bright spot in a dreary 
evening. 
| Miss Picon, indeed, demonstrates 
j}how to create comedy with no 
|help from the script. She gives 
a bustling, gleaming performance 
|of slapstick and hokum. It is amus- 
\ing and occasionally even affecting, 
| but since the role is merely inci- 
|dental, the effort is futile. 
| Nancy Carroll, co-starred, fails 
jto make anything of the ludicrous 
|part of the would-be actress, hav- 
ing some of the more embarrassing 
lines. Various other players are 
similarly victimized by the author, 
but Margaret Draper, in practical- 
ly the only straight part in the 
show, is a refreshing ingenue pros- 
pect. 

The authoress has staged the 
production, succeeding Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble, who'll thereby survive 
to direct another play. The com- 
bination living room-dining room 
setting by Leo Kerz is not like 
anything inhabitable. 

(Closed Saturday (20) after sey- 
en performances). Hobe, 


French Orch for A. C. 


Atlantic City, Nov. 23. 
Efforts to promote out-of-season 
longhair concerts in this resort 
have usually left the backers wish- 
ing they were anyplace else when 
the cash was counted. Despite this 
gloomy outlook, the touring French 








this Sunday night (28) under au- 
spices of the Atlantie City Forum, 
a local group. 

The Forum has rented the 1,500- 
seat Boardwalk Warner theatre and 
is offering pasteboards at $3,70 tops. 
The Warner, for the first time in 
years, has been closed as a picture 
| house and is being offered to all 
| comers on a rental basis. 

Into the Warner the following 
Saturday night (Dec. 4) will come 
_the Cosmopolitan Opera Co. of 
| Philadelphia, presenting Sigmund 
Romberg’s “The Desert Song.” 











MUSICAL ‘CHARM SCHOOL’ 


Hollywood, Noy. 23. 
Musical version of the Alice 
|Duer Miller-Robert Milton play, 
“The Charm School,” will be tried 
out Saturday (27) at Ben Bard 
Playhouse. 

John Fontaine, formerly under 
contract to David O. Selznick, 
makes his stage bow in the musical, 
which Raymond Gross is directing. 
Tunes are by Everett Covin. Try- 
out is slated for two nights only 
with future activity dependent 
; upon audience reaction. 





Staged by | 


Make Way For Lucia 


Wilmington, Del., Nov. 18. 
Theatre Guild production of comedy in 
three acts (seven scenes) by John van 
Druten, based on novels of E. F. Benson. 
Directed by van Druten. Scenery and 
costumes, Lucinda Ballard. At Playhouse, 
Wilmington, Noy. 18, 19, 20, 48; $3.60 top. 





Miss Mapp....cscccovee: Catherine Willard 
PRSOMNOUER 5.5 6 <0 6 bevg eect ees Cherry Hardy 
| Georgie Pillson....¢r-..... Cyril Ritchard 
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| Rev. Kenneth Bartlett...... Guy Spaull 
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euedere Viola Roache 
Philip Tonge 
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| Mrs. Bartlett 
Godiva Plaistow ; 
Major Benjamin Flin 
Signor Cortese...... 


The Theatre Guild has a charm- 
ing drawing room. setting 


some stunning costumes in “Make | 
Way for Lucia.” Now all it needs | 
is a play. “Lucia” is disappointing 


generally. As it stands, John van 
Druten has penned a boring play 
about not particularly attractive 
people. There are only flashes 
here and there of the van Druten 
“touch” in adapting the E. F. Ben- 
son “Lucia” novels. 

The comedy boils down to a bat- 
tle between two aggressive women 
for the social leadership of a small 
English town. Nothing much. hap- 
pens. Lucia is the newcomer who 
vens to replace a Miss Mapp as 
head girl in society. Pretending 
|friendliness for each other they 
keep up a running feud through 
three acts and much talk. Chuck- 
les are few and far between, and 
even the various victories of the 
rivals fail to arouse much audi- 
|ence response. There is a happy 
ending, with each of the girls grab- 
bing off a husband. The last scene 
is the best but comes too late to 
make any impression. 

The events transpire in 1912, 
and evidently the leisurely pace 
of that era influenced van Druten 
in his directing. It’s slow moying, 
which is no help to a play con- 
sisting mainly of speeches. 

As usual the Guild has assem- 
bled a topnotch cast. In the title 
| role, Isabel Jeans, from England, 
|carries off individual honors as an 
| unpredictable widow who asks no 
|quarter and gives none in her 
'“cold war” for social supremacy. 
As her opponent, Catherine Wil- 
|lard is excellent, and their scenes 
| together are the best things in the 


| play. 
Cyril Ritchard is an accom- 
plished comedian, British style, 


|and it isn’t his fault that the char- 
}acter he plays is more irritating 
than funny. After portraying a 
'foppish dandy for two and a half 
iacts he suddenly emerges as the 
hero who wins Lucia’s hand de- 
spite the fact there has been no 
previous love scene. Philip Tonge 
enacts a stuffy major who in some 
unexplained manner becomes the 
rival’s boyfriend. Ivan Simpson 
and Viola Roache, both depend- 
able performers, try to bolster 


battle. Cherry Hardy is good as 
a pert maid. Kurt Kasznor, Do- 
reen Lang, Guy Spaull, Essex 
Dane and Emma Treckman round 
out the cast in supporting roles. 
Lucinda Ballard designed the 
scenery and costumes, ringing the 
bell on both counts. The clothes 
especially are a knockout in design 
and gay colors. Klep. 





George Worthing, 
Ameriean 
Los Angeles, Nov. 17. 


Westwood Village Players production of 
comedy-drama in three acts, prolog and 
epilog by Jules Eckert Goodman. Stars 

enry Hull. Directed by Howard Banks; 
setting by Larry Johns. Opened at West- 


wood Village Playhouse, L. A., Nov. . 
*48; $1.50 top. ' = 
Katherine Thomas........ Joyce Whittier 
Mark Worthing.......... Lytton Robinson 
George Worthing....... ...... Henry Hull 
Mark Worthing......... Barry McCormick 
Helen WEORPUMEEEE sc cos rccaes Laura Travers 
George Worthing, Jr....... Howard Banks 
Sally WT OWMIIIEE 3 5.0.0 4.0.60's 0.08 Betty Barker 
Geraldine Worthing...... Marie McLaglen 
Gwendolyn Worthing....... Peggy Stewart 
Hillary Worthing............. John Gelert 
PMU vo 6 > ao 6 b0.005.0-6 Cheerio Meredith 
Sally Worthing.......... Daphne Nelson 
| Mark Worthing.......... oward Dunham 
Clem Whison....ccccsces Yan Alen James 
PORN DRDO. 6s iceciccciess Roy Johnson 
nae PbS thOES VON 646000 Gordon Miller 


STEN eee eee Elaine Miller 





Thirty years ago next March, 
Henry Hull stepped on stage at the 
Broadhurst in “The Man Who 
Came Back,” by Jules Eckert Good- 
man and J. F. Wilson. Hull hopes 
he. can celebrate the anniversary 
by returning to the Broadhurst 
with this new Goodman script. If 
he does, it probably won't be for a 
long stay. 

Goodman's newest script is a 
verbose character sketch of an 
American businessman successful, 
sentimental and _ conservative. 
Three acts serve to explain his 
effect on his family, notably upon 
his grandson, who is introduced in 
the prolog. The main part of the 
script flashes back through the 
years from the prolog, and the 
epilog finds the grandson, encour- 
aged by the reminiscences involv- 
ing his grandfather, deciding what 
his future will be. 








The title role is tailor-made for | 


and | 


the proceedings but it’s an uphill | 


Plays Out of Town 


Hull. He dominates the three acts, 
during which he ages a total of 20 
years. The best lines and business 
are his. Each curtain finds him 
alone on stage. It’s an acting exer- 
cise and Hull makes the most of 
it, turning in a distinguished por- 
trayal of the grandfather. 

Unfortunately, the rest of the 
script doesn’t measure up. At times 
pompous, at times windy, it de- 
votes a considerable time to pro- 
pounding the philosophy of con- 
servatism as opposed to ‘Wild eved 
ideas.” The theme is weakened, 
however, by the fact that many 
things which were radical in 1919 
|; are commonplace now. 





| What’s wrong with the script 
could be corrected with consider- 
able work. In today’s entertain- 
ment market, however, it’s doubtful 
| that the effort would be. worth- 
| while. Current conditions also 
| make it a doubtful film prospect. 
Howard Bank’s direction is good 
as is his work as the son. Most of 
the other cast members, however, 
fail to measure up. Single set by 
Larry Johns is excellent. Kap. 


It Must Be Tonight 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

Jewel Box Production of drama in thre 
acts (five scenes) by Al York. Directe 
by Bob Du Roy; settings by Thomas F, 
Philpott. Opened Nov. 11, °48, at Jewel 
| Box theatre, L. A.; $1.80 to 
DOM TOMATE, ccewccccecnces 
| seme Stewart........ 





ax Mellinger 
.. Dell Courtleigh 


PEE cs £4665 4060 o8 George Eldredge, Jr. 
ee SOM «60.0960 60008068 Michael Kraska 
Ss «sno Chsdb esas bende 6 Tommy Lynn 


| Linda Weston.........:. Lorelle Winston 
| Paula TreAGeM...ccccccs: Marion Vantine 


| Carla Morton Laura Hunt 


| Chris Blackton........... Drew Handley 
' 3 "Bee .Arnolda Brown 
1 Dr. Steven Craig... cccccees William Dalzell 
| Molly PPT Tet reer ree ce Rusty O’Keith 


| Film studios might find a spot 
ifor this one as a programmer, but 
lit has little to offer legit. 

A whodunit, it gets off to a con- 
‘fusing start with a first act that has 
itoo many angles in it, and builds 
|slowly to moderate appeal. Audi- 
lence is left with little feeling one 
|way or the other about either the 
| victim, the murderer, or the people 
| with whom they associate. 

Thin plot follows the activities 
of a gal who's two-timing her 
lelderly husband and drops dead of 
| delayed-action poison in her boy 
|friend’s apartment. With the help 
lof a doctor, he rounds up the sus- 
jpects in the apartment and pro- 
iceeds to solve the case in the ap- 
| proved fashion. Ending is a bit too 
|tricky, bringing in a motive based 
'on facts not previously disclosed. 

Bob Du Roy has done a good job 
| with the staging and given the 
| play a fine overall production. Cast 
| passes muster, with only Max Mel- 
linger, as the long-suffering hus- 
band, earning mention. 

Pair of sets by Thomas F. Phil- 
pott are fine. Kap. 





Leontovich Reprises 
‘Bed’ as L.A. Opener 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

“And So to Bed,” James B. Fagan 
play in which Eugenie Leontovich 
scored her first U. S. suecess, will 
be the opening play when the ac- 
tress and designer, Rita Glover, 
open their new intimate theatre, 
The Stage, here late next month. 

Stage will seat 150 people and 
will feature such innovations as 
movable stages, a disappearing 
proscenium and audience view of 
| the electrician and sound engineer. 
It will be open six nights weekly, 
with concerts planned for Monday, 
the “dark” night. 


‘Desert Song’ 3d Show 
To Fold This Yr. for L&Y 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

“Desert Song,” Lewis & Young 
production now one-nighting 
around Omaha, reaches the end of 
the road in Kansas City this Sat- 
urday (27), after eight weeks on 
tour. Troupe will disband after 
the two-night stand in Kaycee. 

This is the third Lewis & Young 
production to fold this season. 
First was “Time for Elizabeth” 
(originally titled “April Fool’), 
which collapsed after a few days 
on Broadway. Second was the 
road production of “Happy 
Birthday,” which died here after 
two unsatisfactory weeks at the 
Biltmore. 

Last season Lewis & Young 
toured “I Remember Mama,’ with 
Charlotte Greenwood _ starred, 
winding up some $78,000 ahead. 








Interstate Sponsors ‘Carmen’ 
Dallas, Nov. 23. 
‘The Interstate Theatres Circuit 
will sponsor the local engagement 
of the North Texas State College 
“Carmen” to be staged at the 


State Fair auditorium on Dec. 7. 
Ticket sales will be handled by 
Interstate at its Melba theatre. 
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No Stager for City Center Legit: 
N.Y.C. Ballet Troupe May Fill In 


With “The Medium” and 
Telephone” booked for return en- 


gagement at the City Center, 
N. Y., 

Dec. 7, with original Broadway 
east, Center still has six weeks 


open this winter for bookings. 
Plan is still to stage legit with its 
own company, similar to the N. Y. 
City Theatre Co. presentations 
last season under Jose Ferrer. 
Nothing definite has been done in 
this direction, however, with the 
Center still hunting for a suitable 
stage figure to set it up. Ferrer 
is tied up this fall in the Theatre 
Guild’s “The _ Silver Whistle,” 
which opens tonight (Wed.) at the 
Biltmore, N. Y. 


If legit plans are stymied, Cen- 
ter may fill in one or two of the 
open weeks with the N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., which finished a fall 
season at the house last night 
(Tues.). Troupe, which started 
giving public performances for the 
first time for four days last spring, 
has been dancing on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings this fall, with 
the N. Y. City Opera Co. taking 
over balance of each week. With 
Monday and Tuesday recognized 
as worst b.o. nights of the week 
at the Center, officials feel the 
new troupe hasn’t had a fair test, 
and are mulling a straight run of 
one or two weeks. 


Troupe this fall has been pre- | 
sented under joint auspices of the | 
Center and Ballet Society, with | 
Ballet Society sustaining whatever 
losses were incurred. It’s esti- 
mated the group lost as much as 
$2,000 a performance. Winter's 
booking would be under City Cen- 
ter auspices. 

If deal goes through, move 
would be significant in bringing 
ballet into the City Center’s 
scheme of its own companies, such 
as opera, symphony and legit. It 
would also mark the first time bal- 
let was sponsored by a semi-munic- 
ipal group, coming that much 
closer to the setup of municipal 
or Federal sponsorship of the arts. 





Current Road Shows 


(Nov. 22-Dec. 4). 
“Allegro”—Shubert, Philly (22- 
-27); Opera Hse., Boston (29-4). 


“Along Fifth Avenue”—Shubert, 
N. H. (24-27); Forrest, Philly 
(29-4), 


bert-Lafayette, Det. (22-4). 

“Anne of the Thousand Days”— 
Forrest, Philly (22-27); Ford's, 
Balto (29-4). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capi- 
tan, L. A. (22-4). 


“Born Yesterday’—Cass, Det. 
(22-27); Hartman, Col. (29-4). 

“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Chi. 
(22-4). 

“Carousel” — Aud., Louisville 
(22-27); Aud., Memphis (29-1); 
Aud., Little Rock (2-4). 

“Command Decision” — Stude- 
baker, Chi. (22-4). 

“Desert Song’ — KRNT, Des 
Moines (23); Omaha, Omaha (24); 
Music Hall, K.C. (25-27). 

“Escape Me Never” — Royal 
Alex., Toronto (29-4). 

“Finian’s Rainbow’ — Shubert, 
Bost. (22-4). 

“Harvey” — Colonial, Boston 
(22-4). 

“High Button Shoes’ — Gt. 
Northern, Chi. (22-4). 


“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook” 
(“Japhet”)—Wilbur, Bost. (22-27). 
“Jenny Kissed Me’’—Shubert, 


N. Haven (2-4). 

“Kiss Me Kate”’—Shubert, Phil- 
ly (2-4). 

“Lend An Ear’—Wilbur, 
(2-4). 


Bost. 


Philly (22-4). 

“Man and Superman”—Hanna, 
Cleve. (22-27); Cass. Det. (29-4). 

“Medea” — _ Blackstone, Chi. 
(22-4). 

“Mr. Roberts”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(22-4), 

“Q Mistress Mine”—Playhse., 
Wilm. (3-4). 


“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Avon, 


Utica (22-27); Keiths, Gr. Rapids 
(29-4). 
“Oklahoma!” (No. 


American, St. Louis (22-4). 


“The + 





| Hayward Also May Be In 


| 


|; new 


|against Louis Nagel, 


Sue four weelen starting On Berlin-Sherwood Show 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 


| 


| the Copley theatre. 


level for second week of the open- | 
‘ing production, Sherwood’s 


Deal is reportedly in work for. 
Leland Hayward to be associated | 


with Joshua Logan, Robert EF. 
Sherwood and Irving Berlin in the 
presentation of ‘Miss Liberty,” 
musical being written by 
Sherward, with songs by Berlin. 
Logan will stage. 

Hayward and Logan, already 
partnered in the forthcoming pro- 
duction of “Tales of the South 
Pacific,” in association with Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, recently formed a pro- 
ducing corporation and are under- 
stood planning to take each other 


in on any projects either may do | 


henceforth. 


They've been associated 


for | 
many months in “Mister Roberts,” | 


of which Hayward is the nominal | 


producer 
and co-author. Their new partner- 
ship is believed to involve plans 
for legit production and ultimately 
television. 





Sartre Suit Won't 


Hang Up ‘Gloves 


Jean-Paul Sartre’s suit in Paris 
involving the 
U. S. rights to his ‘“‘“Red Gloves,” is 
not expected to affect the play's 


and Logan the director | 


iJan. 3, 


scheduled Broadway opening Dec. | 


out in Boston, having previously 
played New Haven and Baltimore. 
According to Jean Dalrymple, the 


4. Production is currently trying | 


producer, she knows nothing of the | 


suit and intends going ahead with 
the scheduled presentation. 


Reports from Paris this week 
were that Sartre has claimed that 
“Red Gloves” is not an authorized 
adaptation of his original play, 
“Les Mains Sales,” and that he 


j}had asked the court to name a 
| trustee to handle his American af- 


fairs, replacing Nagel. It was stated 
that the French author asserted 
that he has been informed by 
friends who have seen the play 
during the tryout that “Gloves” 
has been turned into an anti-Com- 


|/munist melodrama. 
“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shu- | 


Miss Dalrymple said in Boston 
yesterday (Tues.) that Sartre must 
have been misinformed about the 
adaptation, as it is not a distortion 
of his original. She explained that 


‘her contract for the U. S. rights 


give her clear authorization to 


have the play adapted and that al- 
though the French laywright- 
| novelist had never asked to see the 


U. S. version she has repeatedly 
invited him to come to this coun- 
try to see the show. She said she 
understood Nagel was to have ar- 


'rived from France to see “Gloves” 


during the preliminary engage- 
ment in New Haven, but that he’d 
never arrived and she hasn't heard 
from him recently. 

“Gloves” will come into New 
York with an advance sale of more 
than $150,000, the producer be- 
lieves. She has sold about 22 the- 
atre parties at $3,500 each and an 
additional $75.000 or so has been 


‘received in mail orders. 


“Make Way for Leste Welaut| 





-BOYER-‘GLOVES’ FINE 
~ $27,200 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Nov. 23. 

Charles Boyer mopped up in 
“Red Gloves,” directed by Jed 
Harris under Jean Dalrymple aus- 
pices at Ford's here last week, 
drawing highly favorable press and 
fine $27,200. 

Nothing in currently, with 
“Anne of the Thcousand Days,” 
starring Rex Harrison and Joyce 


Redman, set for Nov. 28. 


2 Co.) —|! 


“One Fine Day”—Biltmore, L.A. | 


(22-4). 

“Red Gloves”’—Plymouth, Bost. 
(22-4). 

“Show Boat”’—Curran, Frisco. 
(22-4). . 

“Streetcar Named Desire’ 


ris, Chi. (22-4). 
“The Heiress” — Selwyn, Chi. 
(22-4), 


’__Har- 





Ruth Chatterton Helps 
K.C. Group to Sellout 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 

Ruth Chatterton as guest star 
helped the Resident theatre to 
sellout for its week of “The Little 
Foxes,’ opening the current sea- 
| son. 
solid notices. 

Show also was the first for Stan- 
levy Ackerman, Resident’s new di- 


,rector. 


matters, 


Boston Rep Switches 


Boston, Nov. 23. 

Effective tonight (Tues.) with the 
presentation of Shaw’s “Heart- 
break House,’ the Boston Reper- 
tory Assn. switches to weekly 
| changes of bill instead of contin- 
uing presentations two weeks at 
Reason is that | 
business fell below the operating | 


Road to Rome.” 


In future, plays will be extended 
a second week only if the initial 
week’s gross indicates the extra de- 
mand. Company’s-third presenta- 
tion, opening next 
(30), will be “George and 
garet,” by Gerald Savory, co-' 
managing director of the outfit. 

Ned Armstrong, pressagent for 
the group, has resigned effective 
Dec. 4. He'll return to New York. 





Margaret Sullavan’s 
Taub-Sherek Play K.0.s | 
Garfield Co-Starrer 


Margaret Sullavan and Leo Genn | 
have been signed for leads in 


“People Like Us,” the Frank) 
Vosper melodrama which William | 
L. Taub will put into 
in association with Henry | 
Sherek. This is the play based on | 
an English court case which was 
first done in a private club in Lon- 
don and later done in the West 
End by Sherek, finally being taken | 
off by the Lord Chancellor. 


Fact that Miss Sullavan is to ap- 


|pear in the Vosper show means 


she won’t be available for the new | 
Clifford Odets play, “The Big 
Knife,” for which she was sought 
to co-star with John Garfield. 


Sherek, who’s associated with 
Gilbert Miller in the presentation | 
of “Edward, My Son,” at the Mar- 
tin Beck, N. Y., planes to London | 
over the weekend for a checkup of 
the original ‘Edward’ production 
and to attend to various business | 
is due back in New York 


| before Christmas and will sit in | 


on rehearsals of “People.” 


Legit Bits 











Margo Jones, who planed in and 
out of New York over the weekend | 
to do a checkup of her “Summer 
and Smoke” production at the 
Music Box, N. Y., reveals that she’s 
still seeking a new play, prefer- 
ably, a mystery - comedy, as the 
final presentation of her _ stock 
season at Theatre '47 in Dallas 

._ . Richard Aldrich will fly Dec. 
21 to London to spend the holidays 
with his wife, Gertrude Lawrence. 
His partner, Richard Myers, sails 
Dec. 9 for a month-six weeks of, 
show-catching and ‘vacation in 
Paris . John C. Wilson office | 
tearing its toupe this week try- 
ing to get the “Winslow Boy” com- 
pany booked back to England in 
face of the New York dock strike | 

Herman Bernstein, general 
manager for Leland Hayward, back 
on the job after week’s illness. 

P. A. Richard Maney on Bill 


“The | 


| directs the Civic 


_ basis. 





Permanent Equity Exec Sec Still Up 
In the Air; Committee Studies Issue 





Artist Paul Meltsner 
To Produce Autobiog 


| Paul Meltsner, wellknown por- 
trait painter, has announced plans 
to produce his own play with 
|music, “Canvas Mirror,” based on 
| his autobiography of the same title. 


| He composed the three songs to be 
Tuesday night | 
Mar- | 


included in the show and will de- 
sign the settings. 

Meltsner claims to have more 
than enough available financing, 
but before going ahead with the 
production must replace 39 oil por- 
traits recently destroyed in a fire 
|and which would be used in the 
show. He’s now seeking a director 
and a femme star. 

Meanwhile, the 


artist reveals 


|he’s negotiating for a Paris pro- 
|duction of the play and is also 


readying a television series in 
which his drawings will be used. 

He’s also planning two more 
legit plays to follow ‘Mirror.” 
They are “Fig Leaves in Clover,” 
a musical satire, and “A Figure in 
Space,’ a drama. He has written 


rehearsal | 4nd will produce both. 





4 Announce 
‘49 Strawhats 


Four more managements an- 
/nounced plans last week for sum- 


|mer theatre operation next season, 
| making a total of 105 
jthus far listed for 1949. 


strawhats 
Four of 
the five additional outfits will prob- 


|ably be Equity-bonded. 


Bertram Yarborough, who 
theatre, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., during the winter, 
will again have the Richmond 
summer theatre next season, in as- 
sociation with Frederick Lewis, 
Jr. It will be an Equity”company. 

Richard Stevers will operate the 
Lakeside Summer theatre, Lake 
Hopatcong, N. J., in 1949, also un- 
der Equity bond. Meanwhile, he’ll 
run an Equity stock company this 
winter in Miami Beach. 

The Oldtown theatre, Smithtown 
Branch, L. I., will be lighted again 
next season as an rcquity spot, un- 
der the same management as In 
1948. 

George Reeves, who managed 
the Newport Beach (Cal.) play- 
house last summer, pians to return 
next year, still on a non-Equity 
He’s currently acting in 
films. 


Harold E. Lawrence and Charles | 
'Miller, who last summer operated | 


the non-Equity stock company at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., are figuring on 
having a strawhat in 1949, but at 
another spot and this time as an 
Equity outfit. Meanwhile, they’re 
booking school dates in northern 
New Jersey this winter for a pro- 
jected non-Equity touring troupe. 





Leonard’s “This Is New York” 
(WCBS) on Monday (22) ... Peggy 
+a ~ Theatre Guild associate 


bedded last week with strep | 


° Equity Library Theatre presents 
Shaw’s “Arms and the Man” next 
Saturday and Sunday (27-28) at 
Lighthouse for the Blind, N. Y.... 
Gilbert Miller goes to the Coast 


early in January to help stock sea- | 


son for the San Francisco Theatre 


Show opened Noy. 22 and got. 


Edwin Lester, producer | 
at the Ziegfeld, 


Assn. . 
of “Magdalena,” 


N. Y., left Monday (22) for the 
Coast, so as to be home for | 
Thanksgiving. He'll probably re-| 


turn in January or February... 
The American National Theatre & 
Academy board has voted not to 
maintain an actors’ 


require additions to the office staff 
and more space . George Abbott 
has the completed script of ‘“Moth- 
er Was a Lady,” by Anita Loos and 
Frances Marion, and expects to 
put it into rehearsal shortly, with 
Zasu Piits starred. 

John Taintor Foote’s “Hellcat,” 
story of an actress, has been op- 
tioned by Sol Baron for production 
on Broadway after the first of the 
year. 








————-_ -— 4 


New Look? 
Taronto, Nov. 23. 
For concert appearance at 
staid Massey Hall here, Lauritz 
Melchior was billed as: 
Direct from Hollywood 
Star of 
“LUXURY LINER” 





registry, at! 
least for the present, as it would | 


‘WHISTLE’ SNAPPY 
$23,700 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

“Silver Whistle,” Theatre Guild 
production of Robert McEnroe’s 
comedy, drew a snappy 
‘here last week for the best gross 
of its extended road tryout. 

Show played a single week at the 
Cass, then proceeded to New York. 





Irish in Glasgow Irked 
By Gate Co.’s ‘Mountains’ 


Glasgow, Nov. 16. 
MacLiammoir’s _ latest 
“The Mountains Look 
has brought letters of 
protest from many Irishmen in 
Glasgow, who claim it reflects 
‘their countrymen in bad light. 

MacLiammoir and Hilton Ed- 
wards, with Dublin Gate Theatre, 
are playing a successful month's 
season at Glasgow Citizens Thea- 
\tre here. 


Jaray as Rudolf 


| Hans Jaray has sailed for 
| London, where he'll play the title 
i part in Richard Duschinsky’s new 
| play. “Rudolf,” based on the May- 
erling tragedy. He’s been living in 
New York for some months. 


Micheal 
Irish play, 
Different,” 





$23,700 | 


+ Appointment of a permanent ex- 


| ecutive-secretary of Equity is still 
‘up in the air. Committee, under 
chairmanship of Raymond Massey, 
which has been studying the ques- 
tion for several months, has re- 
cently been discharged and a new 
committee appointed, consisting of 
Jane Seymour, Sidney Blackmer 
and Aline MacMahon, chairman. 

Massey committee was dropped 
by the Equity council when it was 
unable to agree on a recommenda- 
tion. After several meetings the 
group voted to recommend the se- 
lection of someone from the out- 
side, and a report to that effect 
was to be written. However, sev- 
eral members of the group subse- 
quently decided to recommend 
Angus Duncan, acting exec-secre- 
tary, but that move was protested 
by others of the committee. 

When no recommendation was 
made, the council voted to hold 
the entire question open and ap- 
pointed the MacMahon commitiiee 
to make a study and submit a rec- 
ommendation. Meanwhile, Duncan 
was given a “substantial” salary 
,raise. However, the announcement 
of this action was garbled in state- 


| ments to the press, so the council 


subsequently drafted its own state- 
ment and released that. 

Another issue that has recently 
aroused controversy in the union 
is the matter of a protest to the 
New York City housing authorities 
on recent rulings permitting hotel 
rent increases. The council voted 
such a protest, but it was not is- 
sued and a member of the Equity 
staff later interviewed the munici- 
pal official involved. A report fa- 
vorable to the city authorities was 
then submitted to the council, 
which withdrew its previously 
voted protest. Last week, almost 
the same day the subject was cov- 
ered in the Equity monthly bul- 
letin, the City housing authorities 
rescinded the hotel rent boost, 
after Mayor O’Dwyer ordered an 
investigation of the agency. 


‘CAROUSEL’ $26,800 IN 
OHIO, WEST VA. SPLIT 


Wheeling, W. Va., Nov. 23. 

Theatre Guild production of 
“Carousel” pulled a combined esti- 
mated take of $26,800 last week in 
four performances at the Victory 
Dayton, and three at the Capitol 
here. 

Show is playing Louisville this 
week. 


‘Inside U.S.A.’ Recovers 
$235,000 Investment 


“Inside U. S. A.,” the Arthur 
Schwartz revue at the Majestic, 
N. Y., regained the balance of its 
original $235,000 investment last 
week, its 29th week on Broadway. 
Show grossed almost $44,000 for 
the week, bringing its total take to 
date to more than $1,300,000. It 
breaks even at around $31,000. 

Business has improved since the 
production was moved from the 
Century, N. Y., and has recently 
been bettering its first few weeks. 
It’s figured a cinch to run through 
the balance of the season. 


Salina (Kans.) Editor 
Woos Legit Bookings 


Salina, Kans., Nov. 23. 

Bid for legit show bookings 
here is being made to Broadway 
managements by Roy F. Bailey, 
‘editor and general manager of the 
Salina Journal. Specific invite has 
been sent to Brock Pemberton to 
send a company of “Harvey” here. 

According to Bailey, there's 
growing local interest in legit, and 
‘touring shows should do good busi- 
ness. He says the Journal will go 
all out to exploit road engage- 
ments here, even if it means a 
financial loss for the } paper. 


Schwartz’ s Dec. 11 1 Preem 


Maurice Schwartz opens his sec- 
ond production of the season, “Her- 
shel, the Jester,” Saturday, Dec. 11, 
at the Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y. 

Opening will be preceded by five 
preview performances. 

Comedy by Moshe Livshitz, is a 
musical folk tale built around the 
legendary character of Jewish folk- 
iore, Hershei Ostropoler. Schwartz 
will play the title role. Joseph 
Rumshinsky has written the music. 
“Voice of Israel,” Schwartz's 
opener, closes Dec. 5. 
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Plays Abroad 


Buevant Billions 


(Zu Viel Geld) 
Zurich, Nov. 13. 
Schauspielhaus presentation of comedy 
by Bernard Shaw. German translation by 
Siegtvied Trebitsch. Directed by Berthold 
Viertel. Sets by Veo Otto. At Schauspiel- 
haus. Zurich, Nov. 15. °48 


Fathei Herman Wlach 
Son ‘Went ; Will Quadtlies 
She : : Maria Becker | 
Native Walter Richter 
Sir Ferdinand Floppe:r Wiltried Seyferth 
Chinese Priest Wolf Beneckendorft 


Bill Buoyant 

Second Born 

Second Born’s Wife 
Third Born’s Wile Angelica Arndts 
Servant Helen Vita 
Fifiy Ulrich Hitzig 
Widowe: Siegfried Schuerenberg 


Erwin Kalser 
Erwin Parker 
Elisabeth Neumann 


Shaw's new comedy, 
“Buovant Billions’ had its world 
preem here under German title 
“Zu Viel Geld’ (‘Too Much 
Money”). The German adaptation 
by Shaw’s lifelong friend and trans- 
lator Siegfried Trebitsch comes 
through in excellent style and 
doesn't interfere with the play's 
character, which isn’t as typically 
British as many other Shaw works. 

What Shaw calls “a comedy of 
no manners” merely reveals the 
author’s opinion on several prob- 
lems, such as politics, socialism 
and communism, the atomic bomb, 
love and marriage. and _ justice. 
It’s a continuous chain of discus- 
sions, sometimes very witty and 
full of wise-cracks, but absolutely 
without any action. “Buoyant Bil- 
lions” doesn’t appear quite up to 
the high standard of Shaw’s for 
mer successes. 

Principal characters include a 
young idealist who calls himself 
a “world’s reformer,” who starts 
out on a trip around the world on 
his rich father’s checkbook. Also 
an English girl, tired of civiliza- 
tion, whom the voung man en- 
counters in Panama where she 
lives in a logeabin. And her fa- 
ther, Bill Buoyant, successful Eng- 
lish businessman worth billions, 
who has a weakness for Chinese 
religion 

The voung idealist falls in leve 
with the girl in Panama. So does 
she with him, but she flees back 
to Europe, not being sure whether 
she wants to marry him or not. 
He follows her to her father’s 
house: proposes to her in front of 
the whole family; after short con- 
sideration, she says ves. and the 
father gives his blessings. That’s 
all to the story 

The Schauspielhaus plavers, un- 
der the direction of Berthold 
Viertel, Viennese producer who 
has*just returned to Europe from 
exile in the U. S., do their best, 


Bernard 


but the roles don’t offer very 
great opportunities. Outstanding 
performances come from Will 


Quadflieg. young German actor 
who just finished a series of “Ham- 
let” performances here; Maria 
Becker, just returned from Eng- 
land and Vienna, and Erwin Kal- 
ser. Teo Otto’s .sets are fine, es- 
pecially Buovant’s Chinese service 
room. Mezo. 


Slings and Arrows 


London, Nov. 18. 

Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd.. presentation of 
revue in two parts (33 scenes) devised by 
Hermione Gingold, Charles Hickman. 
Music and Jyrics by Jarry Jacobson, 
Michael Bryan, George Wood, Arthur 
Macrae, Leslie Julian Jones. Sandy Wil- 
son, Peter Myers. Andrew Crawford. 
Clarry Ashton, Simon Phipps, Geoffrey 
Beaumont, Norman Dannett. Virginia 
Winter, Gretchen Franklin, Jock Strachey, 
Cary! Brahms, Cliff Gordon, Stanley Black, 
Barbara Vereke. John Jowitt. 

Stars Miss Gingold, Walter Crisham. 
Cast includes Wathas Eaton. Monica Mal- 
lory. Charlotte Bidmead, Pamela Kail, 
Diana Maddox. Laurel Grey. Kathleen, 
Stuart, Christophe: Hewett, Byfield 
Riches, John Hewer. Gwen Cherrell, Rob- 
ert Bishop. Gretchen Franklin. Directed 
by Hickman. At Comedy, London, Nov. 
17, °48 

Combination of Hermione Gin- 
gold and Walter Crisham is a safe 
indication of a Slickly-presented, 
sophisticated revue. On that score 
alone. “Slings and Arrows” doesn’t 
disappoint. but its main weakness 
is that many of its best satirical 
sketches have a narrow theatrical 
appeal which, while vastly amus- 
ing to a knowing first-night audi- 
ence, may prove to have little 
meaning to visitors from the sticks. 

Biting satire, always wilty and 
occasionally vicious, descends mer- 
cilessly upon almost every known 
theatrical personality, with Sir 
Alexander Korda coming in for 
more than his fair share following 
his attack on the critics. Of the 30 
sketches that comprise the show, 
the two standout items are satir- 
ized versions of current West End 

shows. 

Away from show business, some 

of the sketches. with their clever 
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Robert Lincoln 


lvries and attractive setlings, com- 
bine charm and gaiety, and while 
Miss Gingold and Walter Crisham 
dominate the show, there is 


enough talent in the cast to insure | 


variety. Laurel Grey's rendering 


of “Boticelli Angel,’ Gwen Cher- | 


rell in ‘“‘Taken as Red” and Christ- 
opher Hewett and Jean Simmons 
are among the individual hits, 
while the stars themselves. ex- 
cel in “Blanchisseuse Heurese” 
and “Butterfly in the Rain.” 

It’s better than average enter- 
tainment, although not 
the same high level of its prede- 
cessors and, as explained earlier, 
restricted in its general appeal to 
the public Myro. 
A Lady Mislaid 


London, Nov. 10 


Envoy Production, Ltd sresentation of 
comedy in two acts b Kenneth Horne 
Directed by Anthony Hawtrey At Em 
bassy. London, Nov. 9, °48 
Mrs. Small loan Sanderson 
Jennifer Mary Mackenzie 
Esther Avice Landone 
Bullock Hugh Latimer 
Visitor Denvs Blakelock 
George Gerald Welch 


Young Woman Joslin Parlane 


This is a gay mock-tragic com- 
edy of a murder hunt for a non- 
existent corpse, well constructed 
and ably handled to provide gen- 
erally satisfying entertainment. Lo- 
cale could be in any country, and 
story would lose nothing in trans- 
planation. 

Two sisters rent a country col- 
tage for rest and quiet. Police in- 
vade their privacy, digging up 
cellar and. garden, hunting for the 
previous tenant, believed to have 
been murdered by her husband. 
The suspected man wanders in, a 
meek, inoffensive nonentity, who 
proclaims his ‘nnocence and i 
mothered by the elder girl and 
given shelter overnight. 

Mary Mackenzie and Avice Lan- 
done are attractive as the tem- 
peramentally opposite sisters and 
Denys Blakelock gives a sound, re- 
strained rendition of the amiable 
Casanova. Hugh Latimer’s police- 
man depicts all the pompous cock- 
sureness of a yokel arm of the law 
and Joan Sanderson turns in a gem 
of a caricature of a cockney maid. 
On its” stors merits and all 
round good acting show warrants 
transference to a West End house 
for a prolonged run. Clem. 

The Solitary Lover 
London, Nov. 17. 

Advance Players Assn. presentation of 
drama in three acts by Winston Clewes 
Directed by Donald Wolfit At Winter 
Garden, London, Nov. 16, ’48 
Mrs. Brent Beatrice Rowe 
Stella Rosalind Iden 
Mrs. Dingley Irene Vanbrugh 
Jonathan Swift ....... Donald Wolfit 
LRA roe P Patricia Jessel 
Ter, Gere. sco ooo gat John Wynyard 


John Probs Antony Cullen 
Servant Bryan Johnson 





This a doleful story built on the 
character of Dean Swift, 18th Cen- 
tury satirist. First play by novelist 


Winston Clewes, it supplies good | 
the flambovant, di- | 


jmaterial for 
idactic stvle of Donald Wolfit who 
lobviously relishes his opportuni- 
‘ties. Show is only in for four weeks 
as a fill-in, and should make good 
for this short term. Its possibilities 
beyond that span are dubious. 
Scene is set in Dublin where 
Swift is dean of the cathedral, and 
harassed in his zealous reform 
plans by two young women. He has 
a penchant for immature females, 
whom he tutors, engrossing their 
adolescent minds. Then he seems 
surprised that he has also aroused 
their passionate devotion. To him 
all normal relationship 
the sexes is repugnant. but he mar- 
ries the younger of the girls on 
condition it is kept secret and they 
occupy their own separate estab- 
lishments. Dramatic fireworks 
come from the other charmer when 
she learns the truth. followed by 
the rapid decline and death of the 
segregated bride. All this is evenly, 
and sincerely portraved, with Ros- 


alind Iden and Patricia Jessel scor- , 


ing equally as the lovely thwarted 
maidens. 

Veteran star lIrene Vanbrugh 
makes the most of a. colorless 
chaperone and supporting roles all 
in good character. Clem, 

Si Je Vis 
(IF I LIVE) 
Paris, Nov. 9. 

Les Auteurs Techniciens et Artistes 
Associes production of drama by Robert 
Sherwood (‘Abe Lincoln in [llinois”) 
Translated by Jean de Rigault; adapted by 
Maurice Clavel. Staged by Raymond Her- 
mantie: Sets by Lambert: costumes by 
Marcel Escoffier. At Theatre St. Georges 
Abe Lincoln Raymond Hermantier 
Ann Rutledge Veronique Deschamps 
Ben Mattling Jacques Marin 
Judge Green Pierre Leproux 
Ninian Fdwards Jacques Butin 
Joshua Speed.......... Paul Pasquier 
Nancy. Green. .....000. Genevieve Bray 
Billy Herndon....... Joris Mauine 
Mary Todd Silvia Monfort 
Stephen Douglas...... Yves Brainville 
Tod Lincoln , Arthur Delambre 
Pierre Arty 


Maurice Clavel and Raymond 
Hermantier have succeeded in put- 
ting on a fine, moving performance 


reaching | 


between | 


| of Robert Sherwood’s “Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois” at the Theatre St. 

Georges. under the title of “Si Je 
Vis” (‘If I Live’). Clavel is re- 
sponsible for a sensitive adapta- 
tion of the text originally tran- 
islated by Jean de Rigault, and 
| Hermantier, in addition to direct- 
ing the piece, plays Lincoln, to 
/} whom he bears a remarkable phys- 
ical resemblance, with fine assur- 
ance, 

Paris version is a rare treat. 
Perhaps due to Clavel’s adapta- 
tion, the lines take on a sort of 
poetic quality which gives them a 
significance that wasn’t so pro- 
nounced in the original English 
text. And in the semi - stylized, 
semi-realistic atmosphere of the 
present production, the total effect 
is to evoke the turmoil of Lincoln's 
spirit rather than his character as 
a man, which one remembers most 
about Raymond Massey's interpre- 
tation. As a whole the production 
has a dream-like quality which 
seems to give it more substance 
than a straight realistic perform- 
ance. 

Hermantier’s beautifully re- 
strained performance is seconded 
by an able cast in which the Sie- 
phen Douglas of Yves Brainville, 
the Ninian Edwards of Jacques 
Butin and the Ann Rutledge of 


Veronique Deschamps are espe- 
cially noteworthy Mary Todd is 
played by Silvia Monfort. young 


actress who made a hit in both the 
stage and screen productions of 
Cocteau's “L’Aigle a Deux Tetes.” 
Scenery, lighting and costumes are 
excellent. some of the scenes be- 
ing highlighted by a stage-within- 
a-stage effect thal greatly intensi- 
fies the action. Fred. 





| College Show 


* . 

Alaska Right Away 

Philadeiphia, Nov. 19. 
Mask and Wig (U. of Pennsylvania) pro 
duction of 6lst annual musical. Book by 
William S. Harvey, IL; music by Henning 
Ludlow. John C. Ilackney, Daniel G. Foley, 
Jr.. Robert W. Troup, Jr.. and Edward S$ 
Hicks: Ivrics by Foley, Hackney and Dar 
rell H. Smith: scenery designed by Hugh 
McC. Miller: choreography by Walter F 
Keenan; cast director. Benjamin F. 
Ricker; glee club directed by Walter 
Johnson: costumes by Helen Stevenson 
West: lighting by Roddy Rogers: entire 
production under personal direction of 
Roddy Rogers. Presented in Irvine Audi 
torium (U. of P. campus) Noy. 19, °48; 

($4.55 top). 

















For the second year, because of 
difficulty in securing bookings in 
any of the four regular midcity 
legit houses, the Mask and Wig 
Club is offering its annual musical 
show in the U. of P.’s own theatre, 
Irvine Auditorium, located on the 
campus. Opening night, with down- 
pour combining with 
house to hold down attendance be- 
low former figures, found the 
Wiggers putting on one of their 
much better-than-average produc- 
tions. 

The dancing and vocal depart- 
ments, as usual, predominant over 
that of the book, although the 
libretto, fashioned by William S?* 


Harvey from a scenario by Robert | 


C. Currie, who authored last year’s 
show, and Roddy Rogers. who per- 
sonally supervised this one is much 
brighter than many past M. and W. 
productions. In other. words, while 
i'the humor may be (and is) gen- 


erally undiluted corn, it’s the kind | 
of corn that wins chuckles and guf- | 


faws. 

Story. which has phases of polit- 
ical timeliness, concerns two U.S. 
senators. Foghorn. from the deep 
south, and Tariff, from the north, 
who are shipped to Alaska by the 
bigshots of their respective (Cock- 
tail and Pachyderm) parties to see 
to the completion of a famous 


(Can-Can) highway. Up there they | 


get involved with a= smal!-town 
mavor, Fairbanks Joe: a bartender, 
Blubber Bob; a couple of young 
lovers and a dancehall gal, Lady 
Lou. All of which gets very com- 
plicated but gives chances for 
plenty of topical allusions. 

No fewer than six writers are 
credited with songs and_ lyries. 
“Alaska” has three or four song 
hits and a couple that really should 
be heard from. ‘Alaska Moon,” 
“I'm a Lady,” “I Could Do Won- 
derful Things for You,” “Heidi” 
and “Dusty Dreams” are lively 
candidates. 

With Walter Keenan again turn- 
ing in a corking directorial job. the 
chorus dance routines are fast, 


furious and often novel. There are, 


also a number of specialties. in- 
cluding a couple of solos by Rob- 
ert Wilson that click solidly. In 
the cast. directed by Benjamin 
Ricker, there are two able comics, 
veterans of two previous shows. in 
William Murphy and Edward Wer- 
timer, as the senators Angelo 
Demos is standout in the femme 
role of the “Lady Known as Lou,” 
and Brian Bucklee makes a per- 
sonable heroine. Joseph Thomp- 
son, male lead. has a fine baritone 
which he uses to advantage. A 
notable feature is the scenery de- 
signed by Hugh Miller. Waters. 


location § of | 

















troit, etc., for instance, would be 
combined as locals of the Associa- 
tion. Locals would be formed in 
any locality having 25 or more 
members in all fields. 

Assn. Nat’l Board 

The Association national board 
would consist of 15 representatives 
each from Equity and AFRA, and 
five each from Chorus Equity and 
AGMA. There would also be repre- 
sentation on a local or regional 
basis. Television performer repre- 
sentation would have to be worked 
out later. 

Powers of the 
tional board would 
following 

1. Approval of division and local 
budgets, via a budget committee. 

2. Supervision of Association 
locals. 

3. Approval of all contracts with 
employers. 

4. Coordination and codification 
of regulations governing agents 

5. Organization and administra- 
tion of television. 

6. Administration of the central 
treasury 
7. Authority to determine policy 
and action relevant to Government 
regulations. 

8. Policy matters pertaining to 
divisions and locals. 

9. Review of division and local 
disciplinary matters. 

10. Relations with the 4A’s, the 
American Federation of Labor and 
other unions. 

11. Approval of executives of 
divisions and locals, subject to 
certain conditions 

12. Contract negotiations and 
strikes, except that unfair listings 
and compliance with codes within 
separate fields will be a divisional 
matter. In this connection, the 
Association board must approve a 
strike (although its veto may be 
overruled by two-thirds vote of the 
division), but cannot call one. 

13. Liaison between divisions 
and the Association and the locals 

Officers of the Association are 
to include a president (probably to 
be chosen from Equity the first 
time), four vicepresidents repre- 
senting each of the divisions, a re- 
cording secretary and a treasurer 
These are to be elected by the As- 
sociation board from among. its 
own members. Not more than two 
officers may be selected from any 
division. 

The Association is to have an an- 
nual convention, with proportional 
representation from the divisions 
and locals (one delegate for each 
50 members, but no local to have 
less than one delegate). The As- 
sociation national board may not 
| take any action contrary to a two- 
thirds vote of the Association con- 
| vention. 
| The Association national board 
\is to appoint its national executives 
;and counsel (George Heller, now 
| exec-secretary of AFRA, is figured 
the almost certain choice as top 
executive, with Henry Jaffe, at- 
torney for the 4A’s, AFRA and 
AGMA, the probable selection for 
counsel), but the latter post mav 
not go to an executive of any di- 
vision. The chief divisional execu- 
tives are to be emploved by their 
own divisions, subject to veto by 
two-thirds vote of the Association 
national board. 

All division executives will be 
(under the direction of the Asso- 
ciation’s chief executive and may 
be used interchangeably in various 
divisions, subject to consent of 
their divisions. Each division ma\ 
appoint its own cpunsel. Local 
execs will be locally appointed or 
elected, subject to veto by two- 
‘thirds yote of the Association 
board. 

Proposed dues schedule would 
be on a graduated scale based on 
the annual income of the individ- 
ual member, as follows: 


Association na- 
include the 


Income Dues 
Un, FO. $2000.68 --. $24 
$2.000- $3.000 ........ 36 
$5.000-$10,000 ........ 48 
$10,.000-$20,000 ........ 60 
$20.000-$50.000 ..... sae 72 
Cee eee) | 100 


It’s understood that the Chorus 
Equity division will relax its dues 
structure to allow suspension of 
dues during unemployment pe- 
riods, shortening the present one- 
year limit. The présent setup of 
local assessments will be deter- 
mined by the Association national 
board. Initiation fee will be $100 
for Equity and AFRA, and $50 for 
Chorus Equity and AGMA ensem- 
| ble members, with the remaining 
$50 payable if the member enters 
jan additional fleld of employment. 


| Member Groups’ Autonomy 


—— (ontinued from page 48 





| 





Local initiation fees in newly or- 
ganized areas are to be determined 
by the Association national board. 
; There will be working permits for 
short engagements in the chorus 


and ensemble fields. 


Association’s central treasury is 
to be established by donations of 
Equity and 
AFRA, $50,000 from Chorus Equity 
Any ad- 
ditional donations will be accord- 


$150,000 each from 


and $5,000 from AGMA. 


ing to the same ratio. SAG will 


also contribute an 


and administration of television. 


Effective with the merger, all dues 
and initiation fees become payable 


to the Association, with divisional 
budgets to be apportioned accord- 
ing to collections. Each division 
will keep its present treasury. 
Discipline will originate in the 


divisions or locals, subject to ap- 


peal bv the Association board. 
There will be joint offices in all 


cities. Divisions are to vetain their 


present relief and pension fund 
setups, except that emplovee pen- 
sions will be paid by the divisions 
(although the pensions to Paul 
Dullzell and Paul N. Turner will be 
paid by the Association) 

Existing contracts will be kept 
in the names of the divisions, but 
new contracts and renewals will be 
in the name of the Association. 
There will be one national publi- 
cation, with possible division and 
local house organs if the cost is 
not excessive. The 4A’s constitu- 
tion is to be amended to allow 12 
delegates from the Association 
(three from each division), or the 
Association will elect three dele- 
gates and nine alternates to the 
44's board. 


Off-Broadway 


Sherman Reorganized 
Sherman, Texas 

The Sherman little theatre reor- 
ganized, with Maike Wayne, named 
director Wayne came here re- 
cently from Columbus, O., to join 
‘KRRV. He has appeared in a num- 
ber of operettas. 














Tucson's Legit Group 
Tucson, Nov. 23 

Legitimate theatre comes back 
to Tucson for the first time in sev- 
eral years when Rogers Brackett 
and Walter Rathbun open a winter 
stock company here in January at 
the Temple of Musie and Art. 
Hollywood and Broadway names 
will be brought in for guest star 
stints with the resident company 
as often as possible. 

Brackett and Rathbun operated 
a strawhatter at the Lobero, Santa 
Barbara, Cal., last summer. They 
plan to keep the Lobero open each 
summer, operating here during the 
winter months. 

Belyeu, Installed 
Atlanta, Nov. 23. 

Dr. Frank L. Belyeu. president 
of Atlanta Theatre Guild, Satur- 
day (20) was installed as president 
of Southeastern Community Thea- 
tres Conference in session held at 
Jacksonville. 

Representatives at conference 
included delegates from 122 little 
theatres in eight southeastern 
states. Dr. Belveu is also rep- 
resentative on the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy. 

Plans Toledo Semi-Pro Group 

Toledo, Nov. 23. 

Maurice Morris, former actor, ts 
planning a semi-professional group 
to present legit plays both in To- 
ledo and neighboring towns. He is 
currently holding auditions. 


CASTS THEATRE °48°S 2D 


Dallas. Nov. 23 
Margo Jones, managing director 
of Theatre °48, has announced the 
cast of the second production to be 
staged here at the Gulf Oil the- 


atre. Mary Finney will play the 
leading role of Kit in Shirland 
Quin’s “Here’s to Us,” opening 


Nov. 29 for three weeks following 
the current run of “Learned 
Ladies.” 

Others in cast include Harold 
Webster, Edwin Whitner, John 
Hudson, Frances Waller. Clinton 
Anderson and Jack Warden. 





Trescott Ripley has joined tie act- 
ing workshop of Theatre, Ine. . 
The Olid Vic has cancelled its pro- 
jected U. S. tour, which Theatre, 
Inc., was to have sponsored in Jan- 
uary. 





undetermined 
amount to cover the organization 
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Author-Banker 


Metro’s recent purchase for 
$100,000 of the novel, “Husband of 
the Bride,” by Ed Streeter, brought 
to light an amusing angle on how 
Simon & Schuster snared the au- 
thor for its publishing list. Street- 
er is v.p. of the Fifth Avenue 
Trust Co.. N. Y.. and while S&S 
was negotiating with him for the 
novel, it opened a rather large ac- 
count at the bank. An exec of the 
publishing house, asked last week 
jf the account were part of the deal 
by which it obtained the novel, re- 


lied: “No, but it certainly did 
help.” 

Streeter was author of “Dere 
Bill” and “‘Dere Mabel,” best-sell- 
ers of World War |! 

Esquire's Film Activities 

John M. Abraham, who last 


week was named veepee of.Esquire, 
Inc., was at one time assistant to 
Paramount prez. Barney 
and also served for some 15 years 


as financial controller of the Baia- | 


ban & Katz circuit. He joined Es- 
quire four years ago, and subse- 
quently became general manager 
of the firm’s film division, Coronet 
Instructional Films. Coronet mag, 
incidentally, is said to be the larg- 
est producer of educational films 
in the world. 

With a complete production or- 
ganization, it releases pix of that 
type at the rate of one every four 
days. 


Cerf and Simon Reminisce 

Bennett Cerf. as an author 
(“Shake Well Before Using’’), in- 
stead of as a publisher, journeyed 
with Richard Simon ‘& Schuster) 
to Chicago last week for a Mar- 
shall Field autographing deal on 
behalf of Cerf’s new joke book an- 
thology, which S&S publishes. It 
was climaxed with a _ party in 
the Pump Room, hosted by Ernest 
Byfield. 

This reminded both that 25 years 
ago Cerf left a Wall St. brokerage 
to succeed to Simons’ job at Boni 
& Liveright, when the latter joined 
with M. Lincoln Schuster. Even- 
tually Cert became president of 
Random House, and B&L’s Modern 
Library became a keystone in RH'’s 
publishing success 


Chi News Dumps Gallup 

Chicago Daily News has dropped 
the Gallup poll service as did all 
other John S._ Knight-owned 
papers. News ran editorial to ex- 
plain why service was dropped. 

“The poll takers,” said the News, 
“may explain to their own satisfac- 
tion by pointing out that their mar- 
gin of error was not great. But 
when a man breaks into a dance 
after being pronounced dead, the 
doctor can reasonably expect to 
lose a few patients.” 
papers carry no _ special survey 
service, with the Sun-Times and 
Tribune doing their own election 
 aemng Tribune also _ showed 

ewey winning, while the Times 
thought Truman might have out- 
side chance. 


H. Allen Smith On a Lark 


H. Allen Smith is a feller like 
this. When he becomes the city 
slicker turned bucolic. now that he 
is strictly the RFD kid, even 
though the proximity of Mount 
Kisco, N. Y., to the Toots Shor belt, 
doesn’t exactly alienate him, he 
goes the whole hog. Or, rather. 
the whole “Larks in the Popcorn,” 
which, by coincidence, is the title 
of his newest book wherein he dis- 
covers there are a lot of people 
from the 52d St. sector north of 
Bronx Park. 


Smith, being the zany that he is, | 


makes even bucolic hibernation, 
commutation and the back-to-na- 
ture movement sound loaded. Mind 
you, if you're mad enough to fall 
for Smith’s madcap version of 
Westchesteritis itl] serve you right. 
But for $2.50 a copy, by courtesy 
of his ever-lovin’ publishers, 
Doubleday & Co.., it’s all quite pain- 
less. And while you're getting 
your back-to-the-soil indoctrination 
under the typewriter wiles of Mon- 
sieur Smith, it’s all very palatable 
and quite enjoyable reading. 
Abel. 


Spaeth’s Pop Music Tome 

Sigmund Spaeth's “A History of 
Popular Music in America” (Ran- 
dom House, $5) will be the stand- 
ard reference work in the field for 
a long time to come. Tracing the 
origins of Tin Pan Alley back to 
colonial times, this 700-page vol- 
ume is a massive compendium of 
pop songs that have been pub- 
lished in the past 175 years to- 
gether with helpful data about the 
composers. Among other sources, 
Spaeth utilized Variety’s original 
Musical-Historical Cavalcade of 


Balaban | 


Other Chi | 


mea | 








‘pop music, published in 1938 and 
currently being brought up to date. 

Amidst the welter of anecdotage 
about the great names in America’s | 





musical history, including from | 
Stephen Foster, Victor Herbert, | 
Harry Von Tilzer, George M.| 
Cohan, ‘Irving Berlin, George | 
'Gershwin, Cole Porter, et al.! 
Spaeth takes a political poke at | 
James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians’ prexy, as 
“music’s greatest enemy.” Other- 


wise, the book is completely nen- 
controversial, except for Spaeth’s 
good-natured digs at the current 
offbeat, offkey renditions of the 
oldies. He wonders if such in- 
terpretations can extract ail the 
nostalgia contained in classic pop- 
ular numbers. These, however, 
are only incidental comments| 
woven into a vast index of songs, | 
of who wrote them and how they | 
went over. Herm. — | 


CHATTER 


Norman Rockwell in Hollywood 
hunting film names for his Sateve- | 
post covers. 

Beach Conger. the war corre- 
spondent, in Miami for the N. Y. 
Herald Trib. 

Rinehart will publish Crane Wil- 
bur’s next novel, ‘Footsteps on the 
Stairs,’ going to press next month. 


Gen. Hap Arnold turned over 
mss. of his “Global Mission” to} 
Harpers. It’s due for publication 


in 1949. 


Over 1,000 magazines will con- 
tinue during 1949 to donate space 
promoting the sale of U. S. Sav- 
ings Bonds. 

Jack Bell, Miami Herald corre- 
spondent-columnist, just had book 
on war experiences’ published, 
“Line of Fire.” 

Teresa Buxton named editor of | 
Going Places, new entertainment | 
weekly, due to hit the stands in 
late December. 

Nate Aleskovsky. night managing 
ed of N. Y. Star in Miami Beach 
for vacash and making reservation 
for publisher Bartley Crum. 

Betty Betz, Hearst newspapers’ 
teen-age specialist,.off on a round- 
the-world trip by air to audition | 
teen-agers in all the world capitals. 


Walter Winchell arrived early 
for his annual stay at Miami 
Beach’s Roney Plaza, with trip 


back north due at end of Decem- 
ber. 

Carlos Diamonte, arranger for 
Noro Morales orch, penned a book 
on “Arranging Latin American Mu- 
sic,” published this month by King 
Brand Publications. 
| Bernard G. Davis, prez of Ziff- 
| Davis Publishing Co., currently in 
Israel 0.0.ing book and magazjne 
| publishing conditions with a view 
|to possibly setting up operations 
there. 

Mack Sennett is spotlighted in a 
new six-part series by Adela Rog- 
ers St. Johns, beginning Nov. 21 in 
‘American Weekly. the mag dis- 
tributed with 20 Sunday news-| 
| papers. 
| Annual membership 





Theodore Pratt 


writing on the 25c Literati Business, 
observes there's 


“Nothing Two-Bit 
About This Business’’ 


* * 


an entertaining feature in the 
43d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 











Wector and ‘i 
as associates 

C,. Edmund Fisher, labor analyst 
and expert for Pittsburgh Posi- 
Gazette, has resigned from Paul 


Stanley Williams 


Block daily after five years to be- | 


come editor of Advance, semi- 


| weekly publication of Amalgamat- | 
‘ed Clothing Workers. 
|up his new post Dec. 6. 


He'll take 

In addi- 
tion, Fisher will be in charge of all 
ACW publications and will serve as 


ghost-writer for speeches of union | 


execs. 


Richard Lindsay Gresham has 


| turned his new novel over to Rine- | 
| hart. 


Untitled as yet the setting 
is a hospital, in a lafge city, the 
story and characters being written 


on two separate levels, one of the | 
| staff the second of the patients. 
at | 


Writer was very ill, himself, 
time “Nightmare Alley” was pub- 


lished, and year or more afterward, | 
home | 


now in good health in his 
and estate at Pleasant Plains, N. Y. 
Hugh Gibson, via 


Carlton House 
ish author, who just brought over 


with him some 80,000 words of his 
next book. “Sour Milk.” 


mag will do a spread on it for its | 


upcoming Manhattan issue, utiliz- 


|ing the Kersh party as a good ex- 


ample of “the literary cocktail 


party.” 


Hollywood Citizen-News 


newspaper war. Street sales had 


been falling off because customers | 
|apparently Had gained the impres- | 
Los Angeles dailies | 
Mirror had gone, 


sion that all 
except the new 
up to seven cents. Meanwhile, the 
Herald-Express and Daily News 
are reported considering a return 
to the nickel movement. 
ers don’t like the seven-cent tariff. 








s 
Palm Springs 
Continued from page 2 


give plenty of service and attention 
to those who patronize them. 
Only Weekends Heavy 
Tennis Club, which is the swank 
of swank places, just gets a good 
Saturday night trade, but not bulg- 
ing, with the weekday trade not 
being anything to keep the cash 
register clicking to the point of 














meeting getting beyond the daily overhead. | 


Doubleday, | 
hosted a literati cocktailery at his | 
apartment yester- | 
day (Tues.) for Gerald Kersh, Brit- | 


Holiday | 


has | 
,come out with a big “Se” price tag 
ion its front page in the current 


Custom- | 


and election of the Authors Guild) Racquet Club, which has strictly 
will be held Dec. 7 at the Beek- 
man Tower, N. Y. Organization is 
an affiliate of the Authors League 
of America. 

“IT Remember Hollywood.” post- 
humous autobiog of D. W. Griffith. 
is being edited by James Hart, a 
Kentucky newspaperman. Ruth & 
Maxwell Aley will agent the book 
and screen rights. 

Mel Heimer. New York column- 
ist for King Features, will do his 
column from Paris and the Riviera 


|/rooms for guests there are turn- 
aways each week, the Friday and 
| Saturday bar and food biz more 
than takes care of the slow beat 
‘trade of rest of the week. 

There are hopes for capacity biz 
over the Thanksgiving and Yule 
holidays, but in the interim the 
operators of this resort will have 
to do lots of penny-pinching. to 


for several weeks before returning i hold down the use of “ped” ink in 
around Christmas. He leaves for | liberal proportions. — 
the Continent Dec. 1. | One thing worrying the folks 


/ down there this vear is whether or 

not the Casinos. The Cove and 139 
‘Club at Cathedral City will get to 
| operate. They feel that if these es- 


Holiday readying a Manhattan 
issue, and Life has a story on Chi 
(reported not too complimentary) 
set to go. Life also working on 
another on Dick Carlson and Uta 
Hagen. accenting that road com- 


en, ; erating it may cost a lot of eastern 
— in Chi have created two neW | peceryations. It has happened on 
stars : ceca, | 
‘ei. the past. There has been a little 
Staff of Kelly-Kramer. Inc., new | ce al Tist 7 
6° we ¥: -alm Springs durin 
publicity firm, includes Howard sneaking in Pali pring B 


| the season, but Charles Farrell put 
/a stop to that, as the biz folks and 
| residents of the village are content 
to allow this biz to exist in Cathe- 
dral City but want it banned in 
in Paim Springs. 

However, the boys who operate 
the spots are a bit worried due to 


| Kramer, former ad-pub manager of 
the Cunard White Star Lines; Jim 
Keily, ex-Lippincoit p. a.; Charles 
Lee, former literary editor Boston | 
Herald, and Philly Record, as con- 
sultant; and Carl Delimuth. 

| Capt. Frederick B. Way, Jr. re-| 
searcher and writer on life on the) 
_ Ohio, Allegheny and Mississippi | 
Rivers, was awarded the $3,000 Crime Commission and Attorney 
Ohioana Fellowship at the annual | Gen. Fred Howser which is cur- 
meeting of the Ohioana Library 
Assn., at Columbus. The prize} 
money is to be used for further 
publishable research on Ohio. 


spots were nipped as result of this 
feuding in the last month of the 
season, which caused somewhat of 


film and show biz patronage, does | 
the standout weekend biz. With 32 


itablishments of chance aren’t op- | 


feud between Gov. Earl Warren's | 


rently waxing hot. Last year the , 





¢ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+erereseeooeoos By Frank Scully seereeeeeoecees 


Nutmeg, Conn., Noy. 20. 
Dr. Sigmund Freud had a daughter. Her name was Anna. In time 
| She became a psychoanalyst, too. She has specialized on “Agressiveness 
in children,” and being a child of her father believes that when this 
aggressiveness is combined with the sex-urge you have a nicely rounded 
personality. f 

Suppose this aggression is hostile to the easy-going ways of the rest 
| of us. Well, a little parental counter-aggression can stop that, says 
Dr. Anna. 

But if it doesn’t? Dr. Alice Marie La Jorta, a Brussels sprout in the 
field of psychiatry, has an answer for that. Simply stop the children 
from going to exciting movies. These, according to Dr. Alice. breed 
aggression in children. 

But when did Dr. Alice, or anybody else for that matter, last see an 
exciting movie? 

Contrary to the interests of these mental healers, this department 
is concentrating on adults in Hollywood. As the world races toward 
catastrophe, it isn’t going to do much good to rid future generations 
of complexes when the best we can hope for is that the improvements 
will arrive too late to do any good. 

Ours therefore is an emergency-call to the subconscious. If a phrase 
here and there of Scully’s Psychiatric Word Book can get through to 
| the id, it may avert war. What’s more, it may develop producers who 
can make pictures about peace and make them as exciting as those 
now made about war. 

If Dr. La Porta objects to movies causing this sort of aggressiveness 
in children, let her go back to her Brussels sprouts, because even 
; though she’s ‘a specialist in mental health she’s all fouled up in a 
persecution-complex, which.tops even the guilt-comnlex which psychiat- 
rists say we have because of having dropped the A-bombs on Japan. 

Hollywood has more reasen to worry about the operations of Jost’s 
Jaw than aggressive children or A-bombs. Read all about how it is 
| supposed to operate and disobey that impulse. You'll find it under the 
letter J: 





J 

J. N. D.: Abrev. for “just noticeable difference.” Producers previ- 
ously classed as “crazy as a bedbug,”’ now considered “just plain nuts.” 

JACKET, STRAIT: A canvas sack to strap in maniacs during periods 
of violence. Quaintly called ‘‘camisoles” at Camarillo state hospital. 

JACKSON’S LAW: Principle that when mental functions are im- 
paired the first to disappear are the last to appear in the individual's 
development, i.e. writers who go nuts first observe they can't spell, 
producers can’t add straight, players can’t speak English. 

JACKTITATION: Jerking, irregular convulsive movements. Slug- 
‘happy Hollywood stars playing slotmachines at Las Vegas under the 
that they are working postage machine to get an airmail 
stamp to write their agents for more dough. 

JAMES-LANE THEORY: Belief that in emotional experience, the 
stimulus first arouses a motor response. Femme stars who show no 
life in closeups unless prodded by the male lead. Starlets who go 
through life deadpan until shoved into a new Cadillac and told, “It's 
yours.” 

JAMESTOWN WEED: Forerunner of marijuana, it was more com- 
monly called Jimson weed. The leaves and seeds are narcotic and too 
much of them produce a stramonium poisoning. Used by fiddlers to 
step up the tempo of the Virginia reel in colonial days. 

JAVA MAN: An extinct type of primate which resembled man, or 
homo freudiens. (2) Any radio comedian who sells Chase & Sanborn, 
Folger or other coffee. 

JEALOUSY: An emotional envy directed toward another individual, 
usually of the same sex. A sort of hydraulic jack used in studios when- 
ever a script bogs down. 
| JEHOVAH-COMPLEX: Megalomanic fantasy that the character and 
| God are one. (1) Nearly any independent producer back in 1946. (2) 
Loose characters who finally, at 50, attain natural parenthood and 
| view their offspring for the first time. 

JERK FINGER: A psychoneurotic disease in which flexation is ac- 
companied by a jerk. Common to hitch-hikers. 

JENDRASSIK: Act of pulling on joined hands, used to aid doctors 

| checking on the patella-refiex. If the fingers won't separate, the char- 
| acter is destined to become an agent and eventually be sued for with- 
| holding the dough of his clients. 
JOCASTA-COMPLEX: Term to indicate the role played by the 
| mother in the Oedipus-complex. Jocusta having been the mother and 
| wife of the Greek jerk who killed his father and married his mother. 
| This little known fact about a lesser known person is what makes his- 
tory, psychiatry and psychoanalysis so uninteresting. 

JOIE DE VIVRE: French term for life without hangovers. Pal Joie 
| can sit through three Gary Cooper pictures and say he still feels like 
'a million dollars. 

JOKING RELATIONSHIP: Privilege among primitive relatives to 
‘deride and defame one another in public, regardiess of age, sex or 
rank. Usurped in more civilized societies by the critics’ circle. 

JOST’S LAW: Principle that when two associations are of the same 
strength but unequal age, repetition increases the strength of the older 
more than the younger—an illusion that accounts for so many young 
widows in circles where middleaged producers marry blonde cuties. 

JOULE: A standard for measuring work, equal to 10,000,000 ergs. 
Thus when Mike Curtiz calls actresses like Rosalind Russell, Irene 
Dunne and Joan Crawford ‘“‘joules” because they come to work on 
time and are not clock-watchers when it comes to quitting time, he’s 
really heaping praises on them in ten million units. 

JOY: An emotional attitude characterized by pleasant feelings due 
to events just experienced. When coupled with “ride” it usually ends 
in another emotional experience called “grief.” In pictures “joy” is 
portrayed by a young barefoot thing standing on tiptoe, with hands 
pressing her sides, looking with shining eyes toward the rising sun. 
“Grief” is portrayed by the same young thing, slumped over a rock, 
her long and lovely hair covermg her face and the setting sun about 
to leave all this quite charitably to a complete fade and change of 
scene. 

JUKES: Fictitious name given a degenerate New York family in 
1877 by Dugdale, who sounds as if he could have stood a change of 
name himself. By 1915 the Jukes had grown to 2,820 persons, half of 
them imbeciles. One of them seems to have invented a jukebox and 
by 1948 had made a fortune disturbing the eating habits of 140,000,000 
people. 

JUNG: C. G., the Swiss psychiatrist who split with Freud, insisting 
it was race not sex that set the pleasure-principle free in the id and 
thus ran the ego and the super-ego ragged. Made half the world so 
couch-conscious even dogs wouldn't sleep on anything less than settees. 

JUVENILE PARESIS: Paralysis occasionally seen in children due to 
a hereditary social disease; not to be confused with mike-fright, stage- 
| fright or set freeze. These can happen to even adults, and frequently 
do. 


| illusion 





rison, and then reverted to the 
operation of its original owner, 


management, which have a_ few 
acts, with customers dropping in 


“Literary History of-the United | 
States.” in three volumes, will be 
published Monday (29) by Macmil- 
lan. In preparation since 1940. it| 
is edited by Robert E. Spiller, | 
Willard Thorp, Thomas H. Johnson | 
and Henry Seidel Canby. with | 
Howard Mumford Jones, Dixon 


an exodus of the easterners who | 


wanted a little of that night ex- 
citement. 

Palm Springs is not much of a 
nightclub town or cabaret spot. 
There are few places such as Chi 
Chi, recently taken back by its old 


for half-hour or so, and then blow- 
ing to another. This part of show 
biz here has, however in the past 
put very little dent into the wallets 
of the local spenders. Stabies, 
‘which had short career last year 
‘under management of Charlie Mor- 


Trav Rogers, was opened last week 
by Jimmie Davis, former governor 
of Louisiana, as eatery and west- 
ern-style dancing establishment, 
and no doubt wiil get considerable 
of the name-seeker trade during 
, the season. 
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} Broadway compact taken. 

. George Jessel says he attained a. 
—e ~ xe aa on »{2| tutetime ambition—sharing the. 
— ‘ | same gry te with os —— 
: ‘ |—when both did that at the L. A. 
London maestro-producer Maur- Philharmonic for the Friars Frolic. | 
ice Winnick’s cable address is Back in 1911 Jessel dreamed that’ 
“Showbiz.” | would be an actor’s paradise, to 

Ira Gershwin returning to the. “dress with the great Jolson.” 
Coast. He came east because of his| Leonard L. Levinson’s Impos- 
mother’s illness. isible Pictures, Inc. inked Kenny 
, : : | Delmar to portray Senator Clag- 
Frank Scully's virus attack in| horn in the company’s forthcoming 
Chi, en route to LA to NY, forced | Trycolor short, “Beyond Civiliza- 


him to return to the Coast’s balm-| tion to Texas.” He has the lead 
ler weather. role and will also act as narrator. 
Ella Raines, who just wound up| Sound track made in N. Y.; art 


three rings. a brooch and a gold | 


Charlie” simultaneously in Glas- 
gow and Edinburgh Regal houses. 
Stars David Niven and Margaret 
Leighton. 


London 


Denmark has signed an exchange 


eS Se Pans Se ee Kay-Scottish Films, Ltd., owners 
: : | of sole film lab processing plant in| 

‘ a ngs, Rage 4 oe oe Scotland, winding up _ because 
poe Korda Board of Trade won’t grant build- 

+ F : | ing license. 

‘io ee Re ——- yh gs ___ Glasgow film actor Gordon Jack- 
Pri of Wales Jan. 4 /son returns to Australia soon, to| 
ince ae t join Chips Rafferty and Tommy 


Edward Carrick, art director a . i : Y | 
Pinewood, author of “Art and De-| Trinder in film on British immi | 


; ” i stralia. 
ign in the British Fim. grants in Aus ; | 
Foran girls, through British | Donald Wolfit, presenting new 
Actors Equity Assn., are demand- | plays as contrast . to his usual | 
ing a minimum wage of $32 weekly. | Shakespeare, at Theatre Royal, 

Ronald Reagan and Patricia said he hopes to mix new works | 








Hollywood 


Herbert J. Yates returned from 
N.Y. huddles. 

Jennifer Jones recovering from 
appendectomy. 

Kent Smith on siesta for two 
weeks in Mexico. 

Stuart Holmes celebrated 35th 


| anni as film actor, 


Nils Asther celebrating 20th anni 
as Hollywood thesp. 

Virginia Grey soaking up heat at 
Desert Hot Springs. 

Joseph Hazen in town for hud- 
dles with Hal Wallis. 

Allen Wilson up after long illness 
but not yet ready for work. 





role in Harry Popkin’s “Impact” 
(UA), arrived Monday (22) en 
route to England. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. David Stern (he’s 
former Philly Record publisher) 
celebrated 40th wedding anni in 
N. Y. Monday (22). 

What to do for basically limited 
American dollars is not the least of 
the problems for British visitors 
held over here because of the dock 
strike. 

Leo Robin, Johnny Mercer and. 
Harry Warren among Coast song- 
smiths in town on show-seeing | 
whirl, also with an eye to a legit 
musical. | 
- Patrece Snyder, radio publicity 
and advertising manager of Eagle 
Lion, engaged to Dr. Robert L. 
Sherman; wedding planned for 
next spring. 

Cafe mimic Patricia Bright 
(Mrs. Steve Blumberg, Brooks Cos- 
tume exec) convalescing from an 
appendectomy at Beth Israel hos- 
pital, NN. Z. 

French director-producer Max de 
Vaucorbeil to Haiti with a French 
diplomatic-film mission; returning 
to N. Y., en route to Paris, in a 
couple of weeks. 

Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Davis this 
spring will give up their Philadel- 
phia home (meeting place for le- 
giters, longhairs and literati) after 
27 years, and take a N. Y. apart- 
ment. 

Norman Reader, publicity direc- 
tor for the French National Tour- 
ist Office, off to the Coast for the 
Trade & Travel Exhibit which 
opens at the Hotel Biltmore, L. A., 
Dec. a. 

Lorraine Miller arrives by air 
today (Wed.) from Rome, where 
she’s been working in “Rapture,” 
English-language pic financed by 
Robert Goelet, Sr. She heads for 
the Coast next week. 


Ralph Banghart, RKO’s Boston 
exploiteer, and Al Margolin, of the 
Astor theatre there, in town Mon- 
day (22) to see Sam Goldwyn’s 
“Enchantment” and lay out plans 
for Christmas Day preem. 

Paul Graetz, producer of “Le 
Diable Au Corps” (‘Devil in the 
Flesh’) is due in from the Coast 
Dec. 2 and will return to France 
after the opening of his film at 
the Paris theatre, N. Y., in January. 


Mrs. Isabelle P. Couyas, exec 
secretary to Paramount treasurer 
Fred Mohrhardt, has ended her 27- 
year stint with the company to 
open The Carousel, a restaurant, 
in La Jolla, Calif., with her hus- 
band. 

May ex - MCA, 


Johnson, now 


work on Coast. 

Fifi (Mrs. Jack) Hylton, the 
Henry Shereks and the Harry 
Greens stalled here by the dock 
strike which halted the Queen 
Elizabeth’s sailing from Southamp- 
ton. They were to have taken it 
today (Wed.) for home. Ditto the 
Bill Littles; he’s owner of the Al- 
bany Club, London. 

Julia Marlowe Sothern sold two 


| parcels of her property, comprising 


about nine acres, at Westhampton 
Beach, L. I., to Emerson’ Raynor. | 
Property has been in the E. H. 
Sothern family for years and ex-| 
tends from the Atlantic Ocean to 
Moriches Bay, with frontage of 690 
feet on both the ocean and bay. 

Ira Wit (Variety) elected chair- 
man of the Motion Picture Chapter 
of the American Veterans Commit- 
tee last week in N. Y. Other new 
officers include Irwin Nussbaum, 
Ralph Bennett and Arthur Knight, 
assistant curator of the Museum of 
Modern Art film division, vice- 
chairmen; Irving Feiring, treas- 
urer; George Fiedler, secretary; 
Cecil Citron, sergeant-at-arms. 

Patricia Englund, teen - age 
daughter of Ken Englund, saw 
“This Thing Called Love” in Den- | 
mark (Danish titles), “The Doctor 
Takes a Wife” in Birmingham (Eng- | 
land), and “Walter Mitty” in Lon- 
don, while she was in “Oklaioms'” 
in London. Former two were, 


| deemed too spicy when she was a 


child. Her father, now east ready- 
ing his own legit musical, scripted 
all three. Actress clippered in last 
week with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
from London. | 


Washington | 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Barter Theatre currently road 
showing “Papa is All’ in this area. 

Marlene Dietrichs’s charity stint 
at French Embassy last week big- 
gest of season. ‘ 

Pat O’Brien, in with his wife for 
a City of Hope benefit p.a., took 
time out to visit the vets at Walter 
| Reed Army Hospital. 
| Town gets first peek at Norman | 
| Krasna’s “John Loves Mary” when | 
| George Washington U Players play | 
\it at Lisner Auditorium Dec. 3-4. | 
| Scott Kirkpatrick, ex-National | 
| Theatre flack, and currently tub-. 
thumping for National Symphony, 
‘lectured at George Washington U. 
last week. | 
| Local Variety Tent awarded a’ 
Certificate of Achievement by 


| currently 


Neale signed as leads in “Hasty 
Heart.” to be directed at Elstree 
by Vincent Sherman for Warner 
Bros. release. 
Val Parnell 
Button Shoes” 


“High 


presenting 
Anglo- 


with an 


American cast at the London Hip- | 


podrome Dec. 22. Show will run 
twice-nightly after premiere. 

Vivien Leigh and Laurence 
Olivier, back from théir extended | 
overseas tour, plan to return to the 


London stage in the French ver-| 


and classics in future repertoires. | 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
James Melton here for concert. 
Tito Guizar into Lyceum Dec. 5 
for Sunday afternoon concert. 


Beatrice Kay 
Flame Room here to Montreal. 
Lyceum, legit roadshow house, 


sion by Jean Arnouilh of Sophocles’ | offering first Swedish color film, 


“Antigone,” in January. 
Dave Sugarman has taken over) 
post of Warner Bros.’ 


“Bells of Old City.” 
Club Carnival has Joaquin 


branch manager, following his re-/|and Billy Bishop band. 


cent appointment by WB managiffg | of | 
Sugar-|orch into St. Paul Auditorium for | week at Kona Club, substituting for 


director Arthur S. Abeles. 
man was formerly with Eros Films. 

J. B. Priestley’s latest 
“Home Is Tgmorrow,” folds at the 
Cambridge, Dec. 4, after only a 
four weeks’ run. “Cage Me a Pea- |! 
cock” moves in, transferring from 
the Strand, where “The Wizard of 
Oz” is set for the Christmas attrac- 
tion. 


Germany 


By Harvey D. Sanderson 
British Little Theater Co. pre- 
sented “Yes and No,” a comedy by 
Kenneth Horne, at the Jerboa the- 


| ater, Berlin, three nights starting 


Nov. 15. 

A new all-girl show called “The 
Heartbreakers,” is being premiered 
by Special Services in Stuttgart 
this month. The chorus of the new 
show formerly played the zone in 
“Panama Ballet.” 

Two documentary films on the 


Berlin airlift, “City of Freedom’ | 
and “100 Days of Blockade,” re-| 


leased by Military Government, are 
being shown German 
audiences in Berlin and western 
Germany. 

Rudy Starita’s All Girl Orchestra 
is playing the Munich area during 
November with appearances slated 
at Oberpfaffenhofen, Erding, Freis- 
ing and Munich, where they will 
play the Haus der Kunst, Orlando 


| Club and Seehaus EM club. 


Vienna 


By Emil Maass 
Austrian Radio system installed 
new “Ondes Martenot” instrument. 
Castle Leopoldskron in Salzburg 


adapted as international students | 


home. 


Oscar Karlweis inked for ap- 


play, | 


Phil Spitalny’s ‘“‘Hour of Charm” 


one-night concert Nov. 25. 


Buddy Lewis guest star with 


} 
' 


| 


Dorothy Lewis Ice Show at Hotel | 


Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Johnnie Johnston, Evelyn Knight 
and Abe Burrows underlined for 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

Eric Abbott, Canadian ice com- 
'edy star, to top winter ice show at 
|St. Paul Auditorium Dec. 4-5. 
| Mickey Carlisle finished 22 
}months at Curly’s, longest ever 
;chalked up by a dancer at any local 
|nitery. 
| Johnnie Johnston, one-time local 
club and radio singer, into Hotel 

Radisson Flamme Room at $1,500 
| a week with Joe Vera orch. 

| Symphony Orchestra Nationale 
of France members refused to give 
scheduled afternoon concert  be- 
|cause they said they were too weary 
jafter sleeping in hotel chairs night 


before and traveling here by bus, | 


but night concert was played as per 
i schedule. 





Mexico City 


Americo Rosenberg the new Par 
| manager. He succeds Alonso Sordo, 
who’s joined WB here. 

Pic star Stella Inda has organized 
a dramatic troupe and is seeking a 
| theatre here for shows. 
| Nancy D’Armas, Venezuelan 
| dancer, can’t perform here; high 
| altitude affects her heart. 
| Actress Ines Edmonson has re- 
sumed in Mexican pix after work- 


' 
| 


| 


| 





| Victor Sturdivant here readying 
the 1949 presentation of “Holiday 
/on Ice.” Show will probably open 
late in April. 

Government has assured Jack 
| Cummings full facilities for mak- 
ing his pic, “The Life of Emiliano 


Navy in recognition of cooperation pearances in “Insel” and “Renais- | Zapata,” here. 


and services rendered Medical 


| Dept. of Navy during war. | : . . : 
_ Maurice Evans, in Baltimore re- here, and will start her European to profile famous Mexicans. 


sance Theatre.” 


Edith Lorand, N. Y. violinist, 


agenting on her own in Montreal cently with “Man and Superman,” tour in December. 


and N.Y., flew to London and Paris 


took time out to make a recording 


Heinz Lazek, twice heavyweight 


this past weekend for a fortnight for Library of Congress to tee off champ of Europe, inked as Joseph 


on talent questing. She'll house- 


latter’s series of informal voice 


Cotten’s double in “The Third 


oer with the Lee Ephraims in disks of top-drawer theatre per- Man.” 


ondon. 


Sophie Tucker bet $150 for her 
Playground fund against a suit of 
clothes with Lou Walters that her 
business wouldn’t be good at the 
Latin Quarter in view of conditions. 
Walters is happy to pay off; biz has 
been socko. 


Chi hotelier Ernie Byfield, him-| Forrest’ into the Copa for Xmas | 


self a new groom, preparing for 
the weddings of his daughter Gene 
and ex-stepdaughter Rita, in be- 
tween preeming a new policy at the 
College Inn, opening new seafood 
emporium, etc. 

Jack Eigen, who does a “mystery 
dramatic critic’ after the legit 


| sonalities. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
, .George Jaffe and Bobby Bran- 
| nigan south for some Florida sun. 
Lenny Litman booked Helen 


| Week. 


| 
| George Eby, of Harris Amus. Co., | 


new Chief Barker of Variety Clukt 
| for 1949. 

Smiley Burnette, with Lulu Belle 
|and Scotty, playing theatre dates 
| in this territory. 
| Maxine Sullivan comes back to 


| 


film studio again for winter sea- | 
son. First pic to be produced there | nounced for a solo performance at 


G. W. Pabst completed ‘Mysteri- 


ous Dephths,” Union film, with 


|Ilse Werner and Paul Hubschmid 
|in leads. 


Salzburg Festspielhaus opened 


is ‘““Vagabonds.” 


Glasgow 


By Gordon Irving 


| Ralph Slater hypnotic act at 
| Glasgow Empire. 


June Richmond, VU. S. Negro 
| singer, made a hit at the Empire. 
Martha Raye given big reception 


openings on his WINS disk jock! Mercur’s Novy. 29 for a week: Rose | When she said farewell to audience 


show from the Copacabana, denied 


over the air that ticket broker 


| Murphy follows in. 


| Jean Carroll headlining at 


George Solitaire is he, as Bob Syl-| Carousel, to be followed by Larry 


vester had it in the News. 


Ed Seay taking over press for’ 
Dorothy Went-| have been busy rewriting “Shorty” 


the Hotel Plaza. 
worth (Dickie) King and Adele 


Brown, who exit, specialize in char- | 


ity balls; also handling the Coq 
Rouge and other accounts. Seay 
longtime p.a. for the Rainbow 
Room. 

The Danny Kayes (Sylvia Fine) 
still can’t get over the fact that last 
Sunday they were Cook's tour- 
ing the Vatican, in Rome, and the 


| Adler and Beatrice Kay. 
Margaret and Joseph Yablonski 


ever since it opened at Playhouse. 


| Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
' Dean Murphy set for Olympia 
Xmas date. 
- Vic Damone in town recuping 
from a tonsil operation. 
Frank Parker being dickered for 


| at Glasgow Empire. 
| First Scottish pantomine of sea- 


son, “Simple Simon,” kicked oft | 


| Nov. 15 at Queen’s theatre. 
| Scott Lyon, Variety 
| Federation official in 


Artistes’ 
Scotland, 


health-holidaying in Canada. 
Christmas ticket applications 
avalanched Glasgow King’s box- 





| office for “Annie Get Your Gun.” 
| Don Ross’s “Thanks for the 


| Memory” show of old-timers 
booked to return to the Empire in 
| April. 


Anne Scott, Edinburgh soprano, 
_to play two weeks in Canada, open- 
ing. at Mount Roval, Montreal, 


next noon they were having stur- py Mother Kelly’s for season date, | Nov. 26. 


eon-on-rye in Lindy’s with Abe 
astfogel, their manager, and Bob 
Weitman. 

Allyn MecLerie (Mrs. Adoiph 
Green, the songsmith, who collabs 
with Betty Comden) robbed at their 
East 57th street apartment. She’s 
featured th “Where's Charley?” 


along with Julie Oshins. 

Stan Irwin follows Mickey 
| Shaughnessy into the comedy spot 
at Five O’Ciock Ciub next week. 
| Final lineup for Ned Schuyler’s 
|Beachecomber preem on Dec. 23 


‘includes Dean Martin and Jerry 
| Lewis, 


Frances Langford, the 


| New Scots variety radio series, 
| starring tenor Robert Wilson and 
| Janet Brown, teed off six-weeks’ 
| radio stint. 

| Ella Boswell, 85-year-old woman 
| Playwright, has comedy, “Home- 
| spun and Tinsel,” to be produced 
| at Perth theatre Nov. 29. 


Several pieces of heirloom jewelry, Vagabonds and Frank Linale orch.' World preem ot “Bonnie Prince 
; it-s sol i» > , , 


June Cobb, editor of Modern 
Mexico mag, inked by Chi Tribune 
She’s 
, Starting with Agustin Lara, song- 
writer. 


| Lurich 


By George Mezoefi 

Carl Zuckmayer lectured at 
| Zurich Univ. on his experiences in 
ithe U. S. 
French comedian Fernandel an- 


Kongresshaus. 


land Petit, French ballet troupe 
announced for two performances. 

French singer Tino Rossi gave a 
concert here, accompanied by the 
Swiss jazz band of Hazy Oster- 
walder. 

French musical star Josephine 
Baker signed for three day per- 
formance at Corso theatre. Nicho- 
las Bros. signed to follow Miss 
| Baker. 





| author of musical comedies ‘‘Tic- 
| Tac,” “Hopsa” and others, en- 
| trusted by the late Franz Lehar 
with administration and manage- 
ment of Lehar’s unfinished works 
and fragments. 


Dallas 





Lavelle and Diana Barry. 

Rolf Passer mental act begins a 
month’s engagements here with 
opening at Brook Hollow Show. 

_ Warren Watson, American Na- 
tional Theater and Academy re- 
gional and tributary director, in 
Dallas for Theatre '48 opening. 

Pappy’s Showland new bill in- 
cludes the Albins, Andy and Delo- 
res, Toby Lane, Eileen O'’Dare, 
weer Willie and Roland Drayer 

and. 





Joe Bonds’ Sky-Vu has Marion | 


Friars Club tossing a pre-Thanks- 
giving party for 250 orphans. 

Mrs. Bryan Foy in Good Samari- 
tan hospital for major surgery. 

Wallace Beery hospitalized for 
10 days to relieve heart strain. 

Walter Wanger in from N. Y. to 
launch December opening of “Joan 
of Arc.” 


Edmund Gwenn to Dallas as 


jumped from Santa Claus for a department store 


benefit. 

Bob Hope presented with Kilroy 
Award by soldiers of European 
Command. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans will 


London| Garay, Johnny Soo, LeRoy Bros.! lead the western riders in Santa 


Claus Lane parade. 
Lou Holtz to El Cerrito for a 


Frances Langford who is ill. 

Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin 
joined the Ballet Russe troupe for 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
only. 

Melvyn Douglas and Helen Ga- 
hagan Douglas received the “Good 
Citizenship” award from. B'nai 
B'rith. 

Jane Wyman won the annual 
award of International Hearing 
Institute for her work in “Johnny 
Belinda.” 

Benny Holzman, of William Mor- 
ris, is in Cedars of Lebanon for 
observation, and possible major 
operation. His condition is “fairly 
good.”’ 


Paris 

Sono Osato in Paris. 

Arthur Hornblow blew 
out of town. 

Columbia’s Joseph 
overnight at George V. 

J. P. MacEvoy up from Rome on 
business for Reader’s Digest. 

Garry Davis. son of orchestra 
leader, now living at Hotel United 
States. 

Twentieth’s Murray Silverstone 
to London after meeting with Eu- 
ropean sales execs. 

_William Morris in town confer- 
ring with Felix Marouani on show 
biz situation in Paris. 

Gillette and Richards, 


in and 


McConville 


now at 


| Lido, will go into Casino De Paris 


ing in films in her native Argentine. | for new show to open Dec. 20. 


Bill Robeson and Sam Pearce, 
web producers, back from Berlin 


_ where they taped airlift operation. 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Deanna Bartlett to London, after 
closing deal for ‘Mme. Hortensia” 
music rights, which she bought 
from Louiguy, composer of “Vie 


En Rose.” 
Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Jimmy O'Dea readying new com- 
edy air show for BBC. 

Robert Beatty due for preem of 
his film, “Another Shore.” 

Vic Oliver back to London after 
special show for Jewish National 
Fund. 

Harry Winton here from London 
to direct revival of “Blossom 
Time.” 

_, Marie Mulvey bows out of Radio 
Eireann repertory to join Abbey 


Ballets de Paris, headed by Ro- | Players. 


Edmond Appia back from Switz- 
erland to conduct Radio Eireann 
symphony orch. 

Drummer Joe Bonnie has bowed 
out of Capitol theatres orch and 
formed own dance combo. 

Douglas Stewart here from Perth 
(Scotland) Repertory Co. to nego- 


,tiate Belfast and Dublin seasons. 


| 
| 


Swiss composer Paul Burkhard, ‘eral Film Distributors. 





Robert C. McKew celebrating 
25th year with Universal and Gen- 
He’s Irish 
branch supervisor. 


Ottawa 


Blue Barron band in for one- 
night stand at Auditorium. 

Milt Ross and Lynn Randells 
featured at Gatineau Club. 

Nelson theatre, recently leased 
by 20th Century Theatres, becomes 
firstrun after two years as nabe 
indie. 

Hon. Robert H. Winters, new 38- 
year-old member of the Canadian 
Cabinet, takes over National Film 
Board chairmanship from Hon. Dr. 
J. J. McCann. 

Filmhouses arranging hours to 
suit power cut-offs. Nabes in par- 
ticular are slashing matinees ex- 
cept on Saturdays and holidays, 
opening at 5:30 instead of early 
afternoon, 
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ewe the economic viewpoint of | 
helping te lighten the weekly 

| operating costs of his company, 


Hart-Roses 








Continued from page 1 


pury-the-hatchet dinner the Harts 
(Kitty Carlisle) had with the Roses 


last week. In line with the play- 
wright’s thinking, to disprove the 
allegations that the gown Miss 
Christie wore out-of-town, was 
cheap or tawdry, Miss Carlisle had 
planned to wear it to the Stork 
Club, where the love-feast took 
place, but couldn’t have it done 
over in time. (Originally Rose 
suggested the four go together to 
the opening but Hart compromised 
on the pre-preem dinner.) None- 
the-less, the couturier department 
was reedited to meet with the 
Roses’ approval, and some of the 
dialog was toned down. 
his part, 
vitriolic 

communiques from Rose, when the 
show first opened in_ Boston, 
finally sent Miss Holm $50 worth 
of American beauty roses with a 
note to the effect that the only 
thing he regretted was that she 


found anything to offend her in | 
the play, because it wasn’t so in-| 


tended. 





Hart, for | 
after an exchange of | 
phone calls and other | 


| 


cussions with Chaplin, Miss Pick-| 
ford and the board, although he) 
admitted it had flaws. The UA 
owners, however, in making their | 
decision on the Coast last week, | 
indicated they'd welcome Selznick | 


"as another producer, but would not 


enter into any deal which would 
subordinate the United Artists| 
identification to that of Selznick | 


Releasing Organization. 


Selznick’s 2 Pix | 


Feeling, as expressed by one) 
UA exec, was that with only two 
pictures coming up (‘Portrait of 
Jennie” and the British-made 
“Eyewitness”), Selznick didn’t have 
enough to offer UA to compensate 
for the demands he made. “What 
UA needs principally is product,” 
the exec explained, “and if Selz- 
nick had as much product as we 
need, he’d be in such good shape 
himself he wouldn’t need us.” 

Lack of pictures by both UA and 
SRO is, in a nutshell, why both | 
considered the deal. Neither has 
sufficient to profitably maintain its | 
sales organization. Selznick would 
have to release enough product to 


| 
| 


strongly advocated the deal in dis- | Chicago, Nov. 15. 


give SRO an annual gross rental | 
return of about $10,000,000 to | 
profitably maintain the sales or- 
ganization at the homeoffice and 
its 26 branches in the U. 8. and | 
Canada. 


It was on this $10,000,000 basis 


After Rose had enlisted Charles 
Freedman as go-between, and also 
talked about “my lawyer, Arthur 
Garfield Hays,” he phoned Hart, 
and from that point the ameliora- 
tion set in. Hart’s diligent rewrit- 
ing of an entire third act, during 
the show’s Philadelphia engage-| that SRO was set up and would 
ment, had little to do with any| have given Selznick distribution 
moderation of the Rose-Holm as- | for his films at a very reasonable 
pects—it was primarily to punch ,percentage. With no. prospect at | 
up the play generally. On its Bos- | the moment of making sufficient 
ton break-in it didn’t look too | films to give SRO that much gross, 
sanguine. | Selznick is now turning to the 
Z | lesser distribs in an effort to dupli- 
Mike Todd's Salvage Job | cate the deal with UA which fell 





The same thing applied to Mike | 


Girls Go”, which | and budgetary 


Todd's “‘As the 
looked like a flop in Boston, was 
voted a “great audience show” in 


through. 

He feels that on his standards 
setup, he cannot 
profitably make films in the pres- 














ent market. He wants, therefore, 
| to sit by (he also took a protracted 
| time-out after “Gone With the 
| Wind’’) until the economic situa- 
| tion clarifies. When it does, he still 
| wants to have SRO in expandable 
|form so he can have his own dis- 
| tribution. 

Deal which Selznick is seeking 
would permit him to maintain a 
skeleton sales force to “initiate” | 
the top circuit deals which provide | 
the greater part of any film’s in- | 
come. Rest of the selling, plus 
| physical distribution, booking, col- 
| lections, ete., would be handled by 
| the associated company. 


20th Eyes ABC 


Continued from page 1 


New Haven, just before its Broad- 
way debut, and which came to the 
Winter Garden with Todd scratch- 
ing for the payroll right up to its 
Saturday opening. He was on the 
verge of selling a 20° slice for 
$30,000 to a Wall Streeter. Mean- 
time, the producer set out on an 
unusual goodwill campaign with 
the New York critics and press. 
He frankly calied- it “copping a 
plea.” He knew he couldn't in- 
fluence any reviews, and had the 
wisdom to recognize he risked an- 
tagonizing, unless done on an open 
basis. 

This was achieved simply by in- 
formal, personal luncheons with 
key newspapermen who got the. 
idea that if they expected to see | 
an “Of Thee I Sing” libretto, just | 
because Irene Rich plays a lady 
President of the U. S, they'd, 
never find it. But if they looked include prexy Mark Woods, exec 


on the show for its “audience en- vp. Robert Kintner, and veepees 


tertainment values”; that if they | Gharles C. Barry, Edwin R. Bor- 
saw Bobby Clark recapturing the “roff, ainee resaned) Bebert 2. 


Winter Garden, long in a pix 
policy, for legit; and thought of | Hinckley, John H. Norton, Jr., 
the Al Jolson tradition “on one} Charles E. Rynd, Don Searle and 
knee, and to blazes with the book,” Fred M. Thrower, Jr. 

Rumors Monday (22) on Wall 


they might find themselves pleas- | 
street of the impending deal—first 


antly surprised. On the premise | 

of als, they were. It’s 
gags and gals, they were “ reports had the film company as 
Warner Bros. and then as Metro— 


now conceded by Broadway in- 
siders that ‘the notices could just 
: eo wg 'made the ABC shares the most ac- 
‘tive on the board and sent the 


as easily have gone the other way.’ 
price upwards. Latter phenome- 


non was based on reports that the 
\film company was to pay $12 a 
sin This could not be confirmed. 














o 
| Selznick Hunting | 
Continued from page 5 Since the issue at $9, in May, the | 


and “Prisoner of Zenda.” EL would | Stock fell almost consistently un-— 
get a straight percentage fee, along | it hit a low of $6.25 early this 

e same lines as the deal by which|Month. It crept up a bit since 
it handled a half-dozen Edward|then, until Monday, when it op-— 
Small oldies in double-bill pack-|ened at 9, shot to 9'2 and then fell | 
ages last year. | off to 918 at the close, after much 

Selznick is thought more Likely | ae 900 Monday's trading 


to get ar overall deal with EL 
than with UA because, aside from 
the normal hurdles such negotia- 
tions would have to surmount, 
there were strong emotional fac-| 
tors involved, growing out of the | 
bitterness surrounding Selznick’s | 
withdrawal as a partner in UA) 
about 212 years ago and the re- 
sultant lawsult. such events as outdoor folk danc- 


No negligible factor in failure of ing in N. Y. and Brooklyn. 
the negotiations was pique by the| This will be the Ballet Russe’s 
oe owners over the fact a second ballet of the season spon-— 
ears, company’s prexy, had car- ; : 
ried on the talks with Selznick at S0red by a commercial business 
some length and hadn't notified enterprise. This fall, in its season 
them. Miss Pickford made a hur- at the N. Y. Met, the Ballet Russe 
ried flying visit—‘‘complete with preemed ‘‘Quelques Fleurs,” a bal- 
fighter escort,” as one UA exec put jet commissioned by the Houbigant 
it—when she learned of the nego- perfume outfit, which Miss Boris 
tiations two weeks ago. Last week | also choreographed. Production 
cost the Houbigant people a re- 


the talks were transferred to the 
Coast to bring Chaplin into them, ported $12.000. Ballet Russe had 
to promise Houbigant 30 perform- 


also. 
Sears, who looked upon the lim- ances of the ballet this season, in 
N. Y. or on the road. 


ited merger arrangement strictly 


was 22,900 shares, as against 14,- 
800 shares for the whole month of 
October. 








Pepsi's Ballet 


Continued from page 1 Seam 


'the dramatic show and 


BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Visser, son, 


L Father's NBC | 
assistant director. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Mack, | 
daughter, Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Father’s head of Filmack Trailers 
production dept. 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Rivkin, 
son, Hollywood, Nov. 13. Father 
Is a pressagent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Long, son, 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. Father is a 
KDKA newscaster; mother  is'| 
Elaine Kinder, of same station’s | 
singing Kinder Sisters. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Weimer, | 
son, Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. Mother’s | 
the former Jeanie Bushey, dancer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sid Goldstein, son, | 
Hollywood, Nov. 16. Father is West | 
Coast chief of George Simon | 
Music Co. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Doug Setterburg, | 
son, Seattle, Nov. 15. Father is a 
producer at KOMO in that city. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bain, son, 
Nov. 15, Lynwood, Cal. Father is 
a harmonica player currently at 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y.: mother is 
former Thelma Blair, of the Blair 
Sisters. 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Huit, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 1, Lynwood, Cal. Mother 
is the former June Blair, of the 
Blair Sisters. 





Mr. and Mrs. Bill Josephy, son, | 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. Mother is 
Barbara Reed, screen actress. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton Hoge, 


daughter, N. Y., Nov. 16. Father is | 


prez of U. S. Television and Zetka 
Television Tubes, Inc. 
MARRIAGES 

Josie Thorp to Jules Pfeiffer, 
Chicago, Nov. 16. Bride is a radio 
actress; he’s a legit prod:icer. 

Vera Steadman to Joseph Milton 
Flynn, Hollywood, Nov. 14. Bride 
is a former film actress. 

Margaret Weiss to Robert Ferrie, 
San Antonio, Nov. 20. He’s a news- 
caster and announcer on KITE 
there. 

Patricia Weldon to Mark Stan- 
ley, Acapulco, Mexico, Nov. 21. 
Bride is a screen actress. 


Todd’s TV Show 


Continued from page 1 























Bobby Clark musical, “As the Girls 
Go.” 


New NBC-TV package will be a 
60-minute Sunday night showcase 
emanating from the Winter Garden, 
with a concert-revue format. As 
such it’ll be a revival via video of 


| the erstwhile “Sunday Night at the 


Winter Garden” celebrity-audience 
shows, one of the unique, dis- 
tinctive attractions of a halcyon 
Broadway era. 


A sponsor has reportedly already 
been set for the show, although 
the bankroller identity is being 
kept under wraps. Show is sched- 
uled for a Jan. 16 premiere, coincid- 
ing with the Jan. 12 emergence of 
television into the geographic big- 
time with the opening of the coax- 
ial cable to the midwest. 


Just where “Sunday Night at the 
Winter Garden” will be slotted is 
still to be determined, with the 10- 
11 p.m. hour tentatively set aside. 
Definite time segment will depend 
on the fate of the 
vision Theatre,” which is 
scheduled for cancellation by the 
sponsor because of an embarrassing 
overlapping of Sunday night pro- 
grams in television. 

Phileo, occuping the $ to 10 p.m. 
hour with its “Playhouse,” has 
served notice that it is cancelling 
cutting 
down to a half-hour with a com- 
plete change in format. 


Situation, for the past two weeks 
found NBC in the middle of an 
awkward dilemma, stems from the 
fact that Theatre Guild, having 
sold its hour-long video dramatic 
showcase to General Foods, put in 
an order for the 8 to 9 NBC-TV 
time, immediately preceding 
Phileo. Phileo protested the se- 
quencing of two dramatic shows 
back-to-back, feeling that Theatre 
Guild show couid, by virtue of its 
earlier slotting, take the edge off 
its own presentation. 

For a while there were hopes of 
effecting a compromise whereby 
Phileo, for example, would do a 
comedy on the week that Theatre 
Guild did a serious work, and vice 
versa. 

But the final Philco edict was: 
Either the Theatre Guild time gets 
a nix or we go off. 


its own cancellation. Cancellation 
is reportedly scheduled for the 
next week or so. 


| 1922 to pilot the. Park theatre, 
| switching to the Academy six years | 


| 


OBITUARIES 


JOHN F. GRIMES | at Metropolitan Theatre and Capi- 

John F. Grimes, 46, president to! Theatre in Boston before join- 

and owner of WNBZ, Saranac ing WNAC in 1931. Survived by 
Lake, died after a heart attack, at his wife, four daughters and two 
his home there, Nov. 17. A former SONS. 
New Jersey newspaperman, 
Grimes had been a resident of 
Saranac for 20 years. He was cor- 
respondent for the New York 
Times and the Syracuse Post- 
Standard for many years before 
entering radio. 

He was associated with WNBZ, 
an ABC affiliate, for six years, and 
was president and treasurer of the 
operating company, the Upstate 
Broadcasting Corporation, 

Wife and two children 





GEORGE SCHEIBE 


George Scheibe, 68, motion pic- 
|ture engineer, died Nov. 17 in 
| Hollywood ag a result of a heart 
attack which caused him to drive 
his car into a power pole. 

Scheibe was inventor of a film 
filter used in special effects pho- 
tography. 


GEORGE R. MOORE 

George R. Moore, retired 
theatre owner of Hyannis, Mass., 
died there Nov. 17. 

He was one of the founders and 
builders of the Hyannis Theatre 
and former president of the Chat- 
ham Theatres, Inc. He is survived 
by two sons. 


survive. 





hal 
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EDWARD T. CLAFFEY 


Edward T. Claffey, 61, manager | 
of the Academy theatre in Mead- 
ville, Pa., died there Oct. 30. A 
veteran Western Pennsylvania 
showman, he went to Meadville in 





RALPH EDDY 


later. Prior to that he had operated 


theatres in Sharon and Greenville, 
|and was once connected with the 
Butterfield circuit in Detroit. 

He leaves his wife and 
| daughters. 


two 





MITCHELL HARRIS 


Mitchell Harris, 65, character 
actor who had been in cast of 
\‘‘Harvey” at 48th Street theatre, 


New York, died in N. Y., Nov. 16. 
' Born in N. Y., he was the son 
of the late William Harris, Shakes- 
pearean actor and nephew of Mag- 


IN MEMORIAM 


Ralph Eddy, 32, radio announcer, 
was killed in an auto collision in 
Chicago, Nov. 22, He had been an 
announcer at WGN, Chicago, where, 
he started in 1941. 

Survived by wife and two chil- 
dren. 


| 





DOROTHY BYNTON 
Dorothy Bynton, 45, former dan- 
cer and more recently producer of 
chorus lines, died in Los Angeles, 
Nov. 19. For a time she had been a 
talent agent in Chicago. 
Survived by husband. 


ARMAND F. ORTES 





Armand Francis Ortes, 68, actor 
of silent film era, died in San 
Francisco, Nov. 20. Prior to em- 
barking upon a film career he had 


Charles and Ann Stern 


“Philco Tele- | 
now | 


NBC appar- | 
ently refused to cance] out Theatre 
Guild, and Phileo chimed in with | 


MARK 


'gie Mitchell, legit star of another | 
He had appeared in| 
|many Broadway productions after 


| generation. 


‘his debut with Edward Sothern 
'and Julia Marlowe repertoire com- 
| pany. 





MARTIN E. KLARE 


Martin E. Klare, 76, who used 
to operate theatres in Pittsburgh a 
number of years ago, died in Santa 

| Fe, N. M., on Nov. 2 after a long 
|illness. Klareg’s last house in the 
Pitt area was in Sharpsburg and 
he and his family moved to Beaver 
| Falls, Pa., following his. with- 
| drawal from exhibition, later going 
to New Mexico for his health. 

and a daughter. 





MARSH BABBITT 
| William K. Larison, 51, hypnotist 
known professionally as Marsh 
Babbitt, was killed Sunday (21) 


when he fell asleep at the wheel of — 


his car in Coney Island, N. Y. 

Babbitt got national publicity 
last year when he “unhexed” a 
Negro youth alleged to be dying of 
starvation as a result of the curse 
of a “witch doctor” in the South. 
Babbitt was credited with saving 
the lad through hypnosis. 





JOSEPH F. LANCASTER 


| Joseph F. Lancaster, Detroit the- | 


,atre owner, died recently. He 
opened the Grandy picture house 
lin Detroit in 1906, and owned and 
/managed other theatres «until his 
|retirement two years ago. He was 
i stricken while driving his car. 

Surviving are his wife, four 
daughters, two. sisters and 
| brot er. 





| 
| SALVATORE SCIARRETTI 
Salvatore Sciarretti, 78, Italian- 
born operatic tenor, died in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., Nov. 20. Until his re- 
tirement in 1928, he had sung 
tenor roles with the Metopera, 
Boston Opera Co., Chicago Opera 
Co. and San Carlo and Salmaggi 
companies. 
Survived by wife, a son and two 
daughters. 





JOSEPH E. STONE 
Joseph E. (Doc) Stone, 68, for- 


mer film producer, died Nov. 17 in 
Hollywood following a heart at- 
tack. 


He had spent 25 years in the 
motion picture industry and at one 


time _ ny comedy shorts un- 
der the late Carl Laemmle at 
Universal. 


FRANCIS J. CRONIN 
Francis J. Cronin, 54, for the 
ast 17 years staff organist at 

WNAC, died in Boston Nov. 15. 
| He was for many years organist 





| Surviving are his wife, two sons, | 


appeared in legit productions. 


Survived by a sister, niece and 
nephew. 





Joseph J. Lynch, Jr., 41, chief 
| projectionist at Paramount studio, 
| died Nov. 15 at the Navy Hospital, 
| Long Beach, Cal. as an aftermath 
of illness incurred as a lieutenant 
in the Navy during World War II. 
He joined Paramount in 1935 and 
worked on that lot continuously 
except for his hitch in the Navy. 





Dr. William F. Rodgers, 77, fa- 
ther of Richard Rodgers, com- 
poser-producer, died in New York, 
Nov. 17. Another son, Dr. Mor- 
timer W. Rodgers, a sister and 
four brothers also survive him. 





Edna Gallagher, 39, a tember 
| of the wardrobe staff at Universal- 
International for 17 years, died 


Nov. 16.in Santa Monica, Cal., fol- 
lowing a stroke, 





Baseball Video 


Continued from page 1 


country will be present at the Min- 
neapolis gathering. 


Local situation finds baseball tel- 
ecasts cutting into the Santa Bar- 
bara games, C League, by videoing 
triple A clubs here as stations 
boom into the town. Bob Cobb, 
Stars’ topper, asserted that some- 
| thing will have to be done to save 
‘teams such as Santa Barbara, 
though he is not sure of the ap- 
/proach just yet. The entire preb- 
ilem, he said, will be taken up at 
the Minneapolis meeting. 





_—— 





Bill Veeck: ‘Love That Radio!’ 
Cleveland, Nov. 23. 

Bill Veeck, whose Cleveland 
Indians send all summertime 
ratings skyward, is looking for 
radio time next summer over sta- 
tion that can assure him full broad- 
cast of all games. 

Last year, WJW handled AM 
stints with network of AM-FM 
rural stations carrying to most of 
Northern Ohio. WJW, however, 
couldn’t carry complete coverage 
of all games on AM outlet because 
of previous network commitment. 
With the Indians the hottest ball 
club on the American League’s 
race last year, failure of complete 
AM Cleveland outlet, no fault of 
WJW, nettled many listeners. 

Veeck also would like assurance 
of blanket AM-coverage 150 miles 
around Cleveland. 

As for TV, Veeck is noncommital, 
but could again be interested. 
WEWS-TV handled games afier 
season started and ball club of- 
ficials call its treatment “okay.” 
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JUST CONCLUDED 


PARAMOUNT 


New York 


THANKS BOB WEITMAN, HARRY LEVINE and BOB SHAPIRO 
FOR A WONDERFUL ENGAGEMENT and SIGNING US FOR 1949 





STARTING DECEMBER 23 
ee ee 
Guest Series with PEGGY LEE 


CHESTERFIELD 





SUPPER CLUB 


Every Thursday 7:00-7:15 P.M. 


Bah eee 
NBC Coast to Coast 


Accompanist -- CARL FISHER 









MERCURY RECORDS 


Personal Management 


GABBE, LUTZ & HELLER 7 GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION Wi Milita 
NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD ee ot ha Ky es Gk ki EY RT EDDIE JAFFE RED DOFF 
1619 BROADWAY 6272 SUNSET BLYD. sy * ha her fae ak oes NEW. YORK HOLLYWOOD 
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